
AROUND THE DISTRICT 

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Community Members, 

As we turn the calendar to November, it is hard to 

believe that the first quarter of the school year is 

already behind us! It has been a wonderful start to 

the year at Annawan Schools, filled with 

student accomplishments, exciting activities, and 

countless examples of the pride and dedication 

that make our district such a special place. 

I would like to begin by congratulating our students 

who earned Honor Roll recognition during the first 

quarter. Their hard work, commitment, and 

dedication to academics are certainly deserving of 

recognition. I also want to thank the many parents 

and guardians who participated in our recent parent-

teacher conferences. Maintaining strong 

communication between home and school is an 

important part of student success, and we appreciate 

the opportunity to work together in supporting our 

students. 

Our student-athletes and extracurricular participants 

have also given us plenty of reasons to be proud this 

fall. Beyond the wins, performances, and 

accomplishments, I am continually impressed by 

the sportsmanship, teamwork, and character our 

students demonstrate. They represent the District 

exceptionally well, and I am grateful to our coaches, 

sponsors, and families who dedicate so much time 

and energy to these programs. As our fall activities 

conclude and winter activities get underway, I 

encourage everyone to continue supporting our 

students. 

November also provides an important opportunity 

to recognize and honor the men and women who 

have served our country. We look forward to our 

upcoming Veterans Day Assembly, a meaningful 

tradition that allows our students and community to 

express their appreciation for the sacrifices made by 

our veterans. We hope you will join us for this 

special occasion. 

As we move further into the second quarter, our 

focus remains on providing students with 

meaningful learning opportunities, encouraging 

their involvement, and maintaining the positive 

school environment that makes Annawan Schools 

such a great place to learn and grow. None of this 

happens without the commitment of our teachers, 

support staff, families, and community members. 

Your continued involvement and encouragement 

make a tremendous difference. 

Finally, with harvest season still underway, I 

encourage everyone to remain mindful of farm 

equipment on our rural roads and to allow our local 

farmers the time and space they need to work 

safely. 

As Thanksgiving approaches, I am especially 

grateful to serve a district and community that place 

such a high value on education and supporting our 

young people. On behalf of Annawan CUSD #226, 

I wish you and your families a safe, relaxing, and 

enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday. 

Jamie Bryan 

Sincerely, 



From Mrs. Heitzler’s Office 

November News and School 

Updates

Dear Annawan Families, 

As we move further into the fall season, there are 
many exciting activities and events taking place at 
Annawan Grade School. From celebrating our 
grandparents and honoring our veterans to 
preparing for the holiday season, this is a wonderful 
time to recognize the connections that make our 
school community so special. Thank you for your 
continued support and partnership! 

Grandparents’ Days – 
November 5th & 6th 

Annawan Grade School is excited to welcome 
grandparents for our annual Grandparents’ Days on 
November 5th and 6th! This is a special tradition 
that creates lasting memories for both our students 
and their grandparents. We also welcome 
designated senior friends who volunteer to attend 
when a student’s grandparents are unable to join 
us. 

Grandparents may arrive with their grandchildren at 
8:00 a.m. Coffee, juice, water, and donuts will be 
available in the grade school gym. At 8:15 a.m., 
grandparents may accompany their grandchildren 
to their classrooms to begin the school day. We 
also extend a warm welcome to the grandparents 
of our preschool students! 

To help preserve the special purpose of this event, 
we kindly ask that Grandparents’ Days remain an 
opportunity for grandparents or designated senior 
friends rather than parents. We understand that 
grandparents are not always able to attend, and we 
appreciate your help in honoring the spirit of this 
tradition. 

We ask that grandparents say their goodbyes by 
10:45 a.m. so students can continue with their 
regular school day. We hope everyone enjoys a 
wonderful morning filled with smiles, stories, and 
special memories! 

Our Book Fair will also be open in the Media Center 
both days. Grandparents are welcome to browse 
with their grandchildren or purchase a book as a 
special gift. Thank you for supporting our school 
library and encouraging a love of reading! 

Report Cards

Report cards were distributed on October 16th. 
Please take a few moments to review your child’s 
progress together and recognize the effort, growth, 
and accomplishments reflected in their work. 
Encouragement at home can make a meaningful 
difference in helping students stay motivated and 
continue striving for success. 

Our school’s report card will also be available on 
the school website soon. It will provide additional 
information about school performance and our 
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) results. 

If you have questions or concerns about your 
child’s report card or the state report card, please 
reach out to your child’s classroom teacher. We 
value open communication and are committed to 
working together to support every student. 



Fall Concert 

Our students showcased their talents during the fall 
concert on Thursday, October 15th, in the high 
school gymnasium. The fall decorations, 
thoughtfully prepared by the Music Boosters, 
created a beautiful setting for the evening. 

Mr. and Mrs. Schehl did an outstanding job 
directing the band and choir, and we are proud of 
our students for their hard work and wonderful 
performances. Thank you to everyone who helped 
make the concert a success! 

A special congratulations to Brandon French, Ava 
Hakes, and Matthew Smith on their selections to 
the Illinois Music Education Association (ILMEA) 
Junior High ensembles. This is an exciting 
accomplishment, and we are proud of you! 

Fire Prevention 
Week

 

A big thank-you to the Annawan-Alba Fire 
Department for visiting our school on October 8th in 
recognition of Fire Prevention Week. Students were 
excited to see the fire trucks and learn important 
lessons about fire safety and prevention. 

This year’s visit was especially memorable because 
firefighters brought their own firefighter training 
house, giving students an opportunity to practice 
using a water hose. What a fun and engaging way 
to learn valuable safety skills! 

We sincerely appreciate the firefighters who 
generously shared their time, knowledge, and 
equipment with our students. Thank you for helping 
keep our school and community safe! 

Veterans Day Assembly – 
November 11th 

Annawan School District will honor the brave men 
and women who have served our country during 
our Veterans Day Assembly on Wednesday, 
November 11th, at 9:00 a.m. The Pre-K through 
12th-grade students will gather in the high school 
gymnasium to recognize and celebrate our 
veterans. 

Veterans are invited to join us early at 8:30 a.m. for 
coffee and rolls before the assembly. Community 
members are also welcome to attend this 
meaningful celebration. 

We look forward to coming together as a school 
community to express our gratitude to those who 
have served and sacrificed for our freedom. 
Students, staff, and guests are encouraged to wear 
red, white, and blue! 

Dress for the Weather 

Cooler temperatures have arrived, and winter 
weather will be here before we know it! Please 
make sure your child comes to school dressed 
appropriately for outdoor conditions. Unless it is 
raining or the temperatures are extremely cold, 
students will continue to enjoy outdoor recess. 

Coats, hats, gloves, and other warm clothing are 
important for keeping students comfortable while 
they play outside. Thank you for helping your child 
come prepared each day. 

Lost and Found Reminder: Our lost-and-found 
items are located on the table in the hallway near 
the junior high. If your child is missing a coat, 
sweatshirt, hat, or another personal item, please 
encourage them to check the table. We hope those 
missing belongings find their way home! 



Junior High Girls’ Basketball 

Our junior high girls’ basketball teams are working 
hard as they continue through their season. As a 
reminder, Annawan follows the Illinois Elementary 
School Association (IESA) schedule and 
requirements to remain eligible for postseason 
competition. 

The Junior High LTC Tournament begins 
November 13th, and we wish both teams and their 
coaches the very best as they prepare for 
tournament play! 

The junior high girls’ volleyball season will begin in 
January. We look forward to another exciting 
season and appreciate the continued support of our 
student-athletes and coaches. 

Junior High Boys’ Basketball 

Please watch the school website for additional 
information about schedules and upcoming games. 
We encourage everyone to come out and support 
our student-athletes and coaches! 

As we begin another basketball season, we ask 
everyone to continue demonstrating good 
sportsmanship and respect for players, coaches, 
officials, and fellow spectators. Athletics provide 
valuable opportunities for students to learn 
teamwork, perseverance, and respect. 

The concession stands will be open during halftime 
and between games. We ask spectators to remain 
seated in the gym during contests so they can 
enjoy the games and show their support for our 
teams rather than gathering in the hallways. 

A reminder for parents: Please help us keep our 
gym safe and welcoming by reminding children to 
remain seated during games and to stay off the 
gym mats after games have ended. Jumping on the 
mats has caused damage to the stage mats, and 
we appreciate your help in keeping our school 
facilities in good condition. 

Best of luck to our junior high boys’ basketball 
teams and their coaches. Go Braves! 

Holiday Program – December 
11th 

The holiday season is just around the corner, and 
we are looking forward to our annual Holiday 
Program on Friday, December 11th! 

Our kindergarten students will begin performing at 
1:00 p.m. Each class will sing two songs before 
returning to their parents or classrooms. Additional 
information regarding clothing requirements, 
dismissal, and pickup procedures will be shared 
with parents through ClassDojo. 

Please remember that junior high and high school 
students will follow their regular schedules and will 
not be dismissed early that day. We appreciate 
your help in planning accordingly. 

We look forward to celebrating the season with our 
students and families! 

Annawan Junior High Student 
Council 

Congratulations to our newly selected Annawan 
Junior High Student Council officers! 

• President: Jackson Wolf 
• Vice President: Cole Dybeck 
• Secretary: Caden Baele 

We are proud of these students for stepping into 
leadership roles and representing their classmates. 
Student Council provides wonderful opportunities to 
develop responsibility, teamwork, communication, 
and school pride. We look forward to seeing the 
positive contributions they make throughout the 
year! 

 



As we enter this busy and exciting time of year, I 
want to thank our families, staff, and community 
members for everything you do to support 
Annawan students. The partnership between home, 
school, and community is an important part of what 
makes our district special. 

I hope you and your family enjoy a wonderful 
November filled with gratitude, learning, and special 
memories. Thank you for being part of the 
Annawan Brave family! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Heitzler 
Annawan Grade School Principal 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homecoming King and Queen 

 

 

Pictured left to right: Alexis Wilson (Queen), Kasen 

Specht (King), and Crown Bearer Hunter Hasbrook. 
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Annawan  GradeSchool

Tf  Quarter  Honor  Roll2026-2027

October  16,  2026

Honor  Roli

6'h Grade

Harper  Hasbrook  Everett  Kuelper Kinley  Wells

7/i Grade

Ethan  Brants

8fh Grade

lyla  Anderson

Easton  Shrum

High  Honor  Roll

Caden  Baele Cole  Dybek

6'h Grade

Evan  Anderson  Carter  Izral

Gabriella  Specht

Lily Koester

7h Grade

Madison  Childs

Madon  Huber

Kenton  Stoller

8"  Grade

Amarah  Drinkall

Matthew  Smith

William  Earley

Landry  Koning

Alexandria  Fleming

Emilee  Platt

Ava Hakes

Jackson  Wolf

Olive  Nimrick

Kylie  Klockenga

Noah  Lang

Charlie  Frankenreider

Ellie  Scott

Anna  Nordstrom



LIZ WIED
President

KIM PARK
Vice-President

JEFF GERBER

Secretary

KARI KIPP
TERRY DEMAY

EMILY DORNFELD

RIMA MOUNSEF

Annawan  Unit  District  226
501 West  South  Street  * Annawan,  lllinois  61234

JAMES  R. BRYAN,  Superintendent

DAWN HEITZLER  MA'TT HUBER
PreK - 8 Principal  9 - 12 Principal

503 West South St. * Annawan  501 West South St. * Annawan
(309)935-6623  (309)935-6781

Fax (309) 935-6894  Fax (309) 935-6065 annawan226.org

2026-2027  Junior  High  Student  Council

President:  Jackson  Wolf

Vice  President:  Caden  Baele

Secretary:  Cole  Dybek

Homeroom  Representatives

Matthew  Smith  8'h Grade

Cash  Anderson  8'h Grade

Landry  Koning  7'h Grade

Madison  Childs  7'h Grade

Carter  Izral  6'h Grade

Noah  Lang  6'h Grade







 

ANNAWAN HS-HEALTH CARE CLUB 
BLOOD DRIVE 

 

November 4th 
  8:30 am-1:30 pm 

      Annawan High School Gym 
 

The blood drive is fast approaching and we need your help!  We are teaming up with 

Hometown Haven   
Specialty drinks will be available during the blood drive.  All donors will receive $1 off their drink.  
Cash & Venmo will be accepted.  Roll up your sleeves, help save lives, and enjoy a refreshing drink.  
Free samples of our fundraiser puff pastries will also be available while supplies last.   

    
For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org 
Or AHS School Nurse at dgray@Annawan226.org 

 



LUNCH MENU—NOVEMBER 2026 



FCA Christmas Store 
December 8th-10th

What: G
ift opt

ions fo
r 

your c
hild’s 

family and
 

friend
s for 

$1-$5. FCA
 

members w
ill help

 your 

child s
hop an

d wrap th
e 

gifts!

When: T
uesday

, December 

8th th
rough 

Thursda
y, 

December 10
th dur

ing 

school
 hours

! Each
 class 

will 

have a
 sign-

up tim
e! 

Gifts for: 
● Parents
● Grandparents
● Siblings
● Friends
● Pets
● And More! 

Our annual Candy Canes Sale will be at the store for $1!

Gift tags will be sent home 
with students. If you need 
more tags, contact Mrs. 
Huber or Mrs. Attig.
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