
Fall Player/Parent 
Orientation - 2025



Forms & Fees
The following forms are required before a student can practice

○ Concussion form
○ MHSA physical form

These are handed out the first day of school:

● Student information form & Pioneer Pride acknowledgement: 
● Drug test consent form
● Medical Release Form

Pay to play fee: $30/sport (for a maximum of $60/year) Due before athlete 
can play in their first contest



How do coaches and EMT’s handle suspected 
concussions?

● Any athlete who exhibits signs, symptoms, or behaviors consistent with a 
concussion (such as loss of consciousness, headache, dizziness, confusion, 
or balance problems) shall be immediately removed from the contest and 
shall not return to play until cleared by an appropriate health-care 
professional. (Please see NFHS Suggested Guidelines for Management of 
Concussion).

● EMT’s cannot clear a player for return to play



Signs to watch for at home
Problems could arise over the first 24 – 48 hours. 

The athlete should not be left alone and must go to a hospital at once if they: 

● Have a headache that gets worse 
● Are very drowsy or can’t be awakened 
● Can’t recognize people or places 
● Have repeated vomiting 
● Behave unusually or seem confused; are very irritable 
● Have seizures (arms and legs jerk uncontrollably) 
● Have weak or numb arms or legs 
● Are unsteady on their feet; have slurred speech 

Remember, it is better to be safe. Consult your doctor after a suspected concussion.



Eligibility requirements
● High School students must have successfully completed four courses last 

semester to be eligible to participate in a sport (at any level)
● Home school students must provide proof of enrollment in a qualified home 

school
● Students who are not passing a class will not play. 
● Students who failed a course 4th quarter of last year are not eligible for 2 

weeks.
● The first eligibility will be September 2nd (two weeks after school starts)

○ Warnings are sent to coaches on Sundays
○ Students are notified in school on Monday and have until the end of the day to get their 

grades up
○ Final eligibility is run Tuesday morning at 8 a.m.



Philosophy of Big Sandy Athletics
● Our athletic programs serve as co-curricular activities

○ They support the educational mission of our school
■ Purposeful
■ Respectful 
■ Inspiring 
■ Determined 
■ Encouraging 

○ Athletics are an extension of the lessons we teach in the classroom
○ They are not simply showcases for exceptional athletes 
○ They are not stepping stones for college careers
○ Every athlete is important and will be treated as such



Sportsmanship
● MHSA has adopted new rules regarding game ejections

○ If a fan is removed from the game, they are ineligible to attend for the next 3 games

● As Pioneers, we will win with dignity and lose with class
● As parents, we will:

○ Let the coach do the coaching
○ Be positive in your comments
○ Be encouraging for your child and the rest of the team
○ Cheer for our school; not against the opponent

● As coaches we will:
○ Set the example for how we want our players to behave
○ Treat other coaches and officials with respect
○ Address parent concerns at the proper time



Communication
● Coach to player communication

○ Social media platforms will not be used for coach to player 
communication 

○ Coaches will not be connected to athletes via social media
○ Coaches will only contact players electronically through the Rooms 

app
■ If you cannot access Rooms, please contact Wendy Taylor

○ Most information will/should be disseminated at practices or through 
school announcements. 



● Coach to parent communication
○ The Rooms app can be used for messaging between parents and coaches
○ These communications are monitored

● Big Sandy Schools Facebook page & Web Page
○ Most pertinent announcements are posted on the school FB page, Rooms & web page 

(check under Live Feed)

● Accessing Rooms
○ You should have received an email from accounts@edurooms.com

■ Please click into this email and set up your account. Your email address provided to 
the school when you child registered is the address this invite was sent to

■ If you did not get an invite, can’t remember your email address you registered your 
child with or have changed your email, please let me know.

■ Enable push notifications!

mailto:accounts@edurooms.com


Contacting coaches
● Coaches will not visit with parents immediately following a contest; please 

schedule an appointment the following day
● Coaches will not respond to Rooms messages immediately following contests



Dealing with conflict
● If you have an issue with a coach, your first point of contact is the coach.
● If it can’t be resolved, contact the athletic director
● The principal/superintendent/board trustees will not deal with an issue that 

hasn’t gone through the proper channels.



How we present ourselves
● Pioneer Pride Dress Code policy will be enforced before and after contests
● Coaches will let athletes know what attire will be worn (travel gear, etc.)



Athletes leaving after games
● Per board policy, If an athlete is not riding the team bus home, the coach 

must be notified PRIOR to bus departure that day
● This requires prior planning!
● Coaches are busy after games and do not need to be worrying about who 

will be/will not be on the bus 
● Students will not be released to anyone other than parents/guardians
● It is acceptable to send a message via rooms as documentation that an 

athlete will leave with parents, but please make sure the coach knows 
ahead of time.



Introduction of coaches

Football: 

High School: Tucker Taylor & Ryne LaBuda

Junior High: Ronnie Simpson

Volunteers: Jarret Jacobi, Trent Cline

Volleyball: Brittany Richard & Sarah Sura

Junior High: Mikki Pansch


