
503 Parsons District Summary 

(A) Identify the barriers that must be overcome for each student to achieve grade level proficiency on assessments.

There are always a number of challenges that should be considered when evaluating student success in a district. Some of the key barriers that 
impact our School District include, but are not limited to: 

• High percentage/number of free and reduced students and increased poverty rate

• Though not necessarily identified as at-risk using the free and reduced lunch calculation, a number of students are at a high risk of falling

behind

• High or increased levels of homeless students and families and foster care families

• Declining enrollment that reduces funding and access to additional services and supports for students

• Difficulty in retaining and attracting highly qualified teachers and replacing teachers as they retire

• High levels or increased levels of student trauma (Adverse Childhood Experiences, ACE Study)

• Lack of or limited access to community health services and mental health services

• Special Education funding shortfall has limited supports of our highest need students

• High levels or an increase in absenteeism among our student population

• An increasing level of social emotional challenges and needs of students

• High levels or increased student mobility affects the amount of instructional time we have with highly mobile students and creates

instructional issues when students move in or out throughout the school year

• Lack of, limited, or difficulties in engaging parents in the educational process

• We do not receive disaggregated and approved state assessment scores until October of a school year, which limits the amount of time

we have to make adjustments based on that data

• We believe using one assessment score is not an accurate measure of student success, especially because assessments are written in a

way to avoid 100% success for every assessment participant.

(8) Identify the budget actions that should be taken to address and remove those barriers.

Our School District faces a number of budget challenges when determining how to allocate funds to best meet the needs of our students. Given 
our population, the following budget considerations could have the biggest impact on student achievement: 

503 Parsons State Assessment Review for Budget Considerations
























