
THE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING
By Lauren Feitshans

In the fall of 1621, a feast was shared between the Plymouth colonists and the

Wampanoag people because of Plymouth’s first successful harvest. The colonists invited

the Wampanoag people to join the feast because the Wampanoag helped the colonists

survive after all the unsuccessful harvests. At the time, the term Thanksgiving was not

used, and the tradition was not annual like it is today. Thanksgiving was never recognized

as a holiday until 1863, during the Civil War. Abraham Lincoln declared a day of

“Thanksgiving and Praise” on the last Thursday of November, believing it would help

reunite the North and South in the war. Some Southern states at the time believed that

Thanksgiving was a “Yankee” holiday, and the South resisted celebrating. Thanksgiving

was never made into a federal holiday until 1941, when Congress established

Thanksgiving to be on the 4th Thursday of every November. Thanksgiving was finally

marked as a federal holiday for the country. 

Fun Facts about November:

November’s name came from the Latin word “novem,” which means nine, as it was

originally the 9th month in the Roman calendar before December and January were

added.

The full moon of November is traditionally called the Beaver Moon!

The Christmas song “Jingle Bells” was originally going to be used for Thanksgiving.

King Tutankhamun’s tomb was discovered by Howard Carter on November 4, 1922.

Holidays and Special Days of November:

End of Daylight Savings, November 2nd

Election Day, November 4th

Veterans Day, November 11th

Thanksgiving, November 27th
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NOVEMBER CONTEST
 

 🦃🍫 Feast Your Eyes On This Challenge! 🍫🦃

 Think your guessing skills are as sharp as a Dragon’s?

Swing by Room 205 to check out the new candy jar

and drop in your best guess! The closest guess without

going over will score a sweet prize (and, of course,

ultimate bragging rights).

🗓 Deadline: Friday, November 21

 🏆 Winner announced in the next edition of

The Pembroke Post!

🔥 Don’t be a turkey—take your best shot before

time runs out!
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TOP TEN HOBBIES
YOU SHOULD TRY 
By Riley Tobias

1. Crocheting (it’s difficult but

worth it, trust) 

2. Volleyball (my favorite sport ever)

3. Photography (something you

really don’t need skill for)

4. Origami (super fun and super

cool, but a little tricky)

5. Journaling (helps your mental

health and it’s entertaining)

6. Cooking (very useful life skill that

you really need)

7. Bird watching (learn new facts

about birds)

8. Doing nails (potential career?)

9. Painting (my personal favorite of

the list)

10. Skateboarding (you’ll look 10x

cooler when you learn)
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LOCAL NEWS

Congratulations to the following Senior Personalities
who were announced at our Homecoming Pep Assembly on

Thursday, October 9, 2025:

Best Smile - Silas Calderon and Jounie Saddler

Bromance - Tyler Koepf and Max Levinstein

Two Peas in a Pod - Morgan Coniber and Peyton Liss

Worst Case of Senioritis - Will Gibson and Miranda Wilt

Most Athletic - Jacob Johnson and Onolee Easterbrook

Best Dressed - Mekhi McDonald and Annalie Gibson

Class Clown - Brayden Lang and Sawyer Konfederath

Most Changed Since 7th Grade - Wyatt Summers and Leah

Amend

Most Artistic - Jacob Caskinette and Illeana Draper

Most Musical - Austin Humphrey and Emily Mutka

Best Eyes - Darren Lamb and Caylin Perry

Best Hair - Reece Starowicz and Philly Troche

Beauty and Brains - Anthony Abbatiello and Alexa Benson

Tallest and Shortest - Kaleb Yonkosky and Athena Woods

Most Involved - DJ Hale and Abi Sharick

SENIOR PERSONALITIES

LEAVE ME BEHIND
By Lauren Feitshans

Leave me in your mind

Leave me in your upstairs attic

Put me away in the closet with all the moldy clothes

Forget me at the truck stop on the side of the highway

Leave me in a box in your past

Don’t forget to dust off at mass

Your sins are getting too dusty to be forgotten.



LOCAL NEWS

The Fall Athletic Season is quickly coming to an end here at Pembroke. But we still have some teams

fighting in sectionals: 

This first weekend of November, Varsity Gameday Cheer is off to compete in the Sectional

tournament at Gates-Chili HS. Good luck Dragons! 

The Varsity Cross Country will have strong individual and team runners at the November 8th

Sectional tournament being held in Letchworth State Park. 

Varsity Football is set to begin their sectional run vs Livonia on November 1st! Come out and

support the Defenders as they look to make a deep run through the playoffs. 

The Varsity Volleyball team won its first sectional game vs Gananda in 3-sets. They now set their

sights on Byron-Bergen in the Quarterfinal Match-up on Halloween night! 

                       For the quickly approaching winter season, Modified Girls Basketball                                               

                       and Modified Wrestling are up and running through their first week of 

                       practice. 

Go Dragons!
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FALL SPORTS NEWS
By Mr. Hochmuth and Kaelyn Yager

CLUB NEWS
By Mary McDonald

HS DEBATE CLUB: 

Debate Club meets every last Monday of the

month in room 202, Mrs. Williams’ room. During

the meeting, you can talk and discuss what the

new month's debate topic will be. Pay attention

to the announcements and TV slides, as the

monthly topic will be announced there.

SCHOLASTIC BOWL:

Scholastic Bowl meets at least once a month, but

the days vary so listen to the announcements or

ask Mr. Dibble. In Scholastic Bowl, you review an

assortment of questions that you might be asked

at future matches. At matches, there are four

people who compete, but there will be alternates

between who competes. First matches will start in

January, with the semifinals being held in mid-

February.
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LOCAL NEWS
TEACHER FEATURE MUSIC NEWS

By Mary McDonald

In November, we would like to congratulate all of

our Area All-State students! Emma Stalker, Amelia

Johnson, and Maddie Bischoff will be participating

in the Junior High Band, and Anthony Kelsey will

be in the Junior High Choir on November 7th and

8th. Mary Benson, Liam Scheeda, and Charles

Stringham made the Senior High Band, Austin

Humphrey Senior High Orchestra, and Allie

Stringham and Micah Forness are in the Senior

High Choir on November 21st and 22nd.

Congratulations to all of these musicians for

achieving such a high honor! Good luck with your

performances!

The 40th Annual Rock-a-thon will be held on

November 14th and 15th this year. 

Senior High Musical auditions will be held on

November 17th, 18th, and 19th. This year’s

musical will be 42  Street.nd

Come and see the Marching Band perform on

November 29  at the Medina Parade of Lights

starting at 6pm.

th

By Riley Tobias

Mr. Piccolo has been teaching at Pembroke for 14

years, 22 years altogether. He is currently teaching

English 8 and 9, but has previously taught English 7 and

10 here, and English and Social Studies 5 and 6

elsewhere.

Q: What is your favorite and least favorite food for

Thanksgiving?

A: My favorite food is homemade cranberry sauce and

turkey, and my least favorite is everything else!

Q: Are you a Black Friday shopping enthusiast? If so,

what’s your best memory?

A: Yes, but I only do it online now. Years ago, someone

shoved me to get an item, but I managed to get it first. I

appreciated their enthusiasm.

Q: What is your go-to board game?

A: I play the Post-It Game (like Headbanz) with my

immediate family.

Q: What is one book every high schooler should read

and why?

A: To Kill A Mockingbird because of the lessons on

empathy and how it’s important to understand other

people, no matter how different they are.

Q: Name a song you can’t help but sing along to.

A: I have a bunch, but the first thing to pop into my

head is “Party in the USA.”

Q: Which Charlie Brown character are you most like?

A: Linus

Q: What have you learned about life from kids?

A: Don’t take life too seriously.



Birthday Celebrations

Kaylee Midkiff

Harlan Campbell

Kayden Hatt

Maryanna Senko

Lola Hallett

Althea Kreher

Blake McNutt-Hanson

Paige Ryan

Bentley Koepf

Leo Zuch

Mr. Lang

Janeiris Ayala Burgos

Mallory Hagen

Nolan Miserantino

Ms. Haney

Ethan Bastedo

Laila Rindell

Alynna Seppe

Ayden Midkiff

Noralynn Miles

Aiden Patterson

Evan Hoage

Athena Woods

Eva Landis

Mrs. Morganti

William Craig

Alexa Benson

Anastasia Rindell

Mr. Wilson

Miss Bove
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NOVEMBER

🎃🍬AND THE CANDY CHAMPION IS...🥁

Dominik Pfalzer

Kourtney Dulski

Nolan Peterson

James Skinner

Austin Humphrey

Tessa Jurek

Nicholas Skeet

Shanya Chisolm

Lucas Dulkiewicz

Ms. Ryan

Camden Schneider

Mrs. Shay

Madison Smith

Mason Steins

Mrs. Montroy

Madelyn Mahaney

Last month, Dragons across Pembroke took their best shot at cracking

the code of the spooky skeleton jar filled with Tootsie Rolls! The

guesses were wild, the competition was fierce, and the candy cravings

were real. In total, we had 40 submissions, and the magic number was

196 pieces!

👏Huge shoutout to Michael Gorski, who nailed it with a guess of 176

Tootise Rolls—the closest without going over! 🏆 Swing by Room 205

to claim your well-earned prize (and maybe snag a few bragging rights

while you’re at it).

Think you’ve got the guts and the guess to be our next Candy Jar

Champion? Flip to page 2 to see this month’s contest and take your

shot at sweet glory!
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STUDENT REVIEWS
MOVIE REVIEW BOOK REVIEW

By YABC Blog

SPY SCHOOL PROJECT X 

by Stuart Gibbs

Ben Ripley races against time 

and across state lines by car, 

train, boat, and plane to avoid 

his new cyber enemies and 

track down Murray Hill. Ben 

Ripley’s longtime nemesis, 

Murray Hill, has put a price on Ben’s head and

accused him of being at the center of a conspiracy

on the internet. Now Ben finds himself in his

greatest danger yet, on the run from both assassins

and conspiracy theorists. Ben must find Murray

before his machinations catch up to Ben, but with so

much at stake, even some of Ben’s most trusted

friends might not be at the top of their game,

leaving Ben to be tested like never before.

By Mary McDonald

2012 

In this movie, released in 

2009 as an action/sci-fi 

movie, we get to follow 

the main character, 

Jackson Curtis, as the 

world falls apart due to 

destructive solar flares 

from the sun. We get to 

see Curtis deal with this 

dilemma and try his best 

to help his family get to the ships he heard from a

conspiracy theorist. And along with Curtis’

adventure, we see how mainly the US government

and others try to fix this situation and save

themselves, and leave the public to die.

ARTIST OF THE MONTH
By Mary McDonald

Artemas Diamandis, born on September 23, 1999

in Britain, is a famous English songwriter and record

producer. He is mainly known for his most popular

song “i like the way you kiss me” with over 1.4

billion streams on Spotify. The song was used a lot

on social media like TikTok. He is well known for

having his Indie/alternative music style. Most of his

songs are based around love and relationships,

whether they ended up in shambles or just being

close to one 

another.

THE POST KNOWS BEST
By Lauren Feitshans

Here is some helpful advice:

Be the kind kid, not the cool or popular one. When

people look back on their school years, they won’t

remember who had the most friends; they’ll

remember the person who was genuinely kind and

went out of their way to help others.

Life isn’t always perfect and smooth. But the more

you persevere through the rough times, the better

you will feel when things start to go smoother.

The world didn’t make us into identical robots that

work in perfect order. We were made for

differences and mistakes, so the world can keep

improving.



IT’S RAINING CATS & DOGS!

Calico cats have tri-color fur that is usually the colors 

orange, black, and white. They are not a specific breed, but

they are distinguished by their tri-color fur. Their eye colors

are gold, green, copper, and hazel. Calico cats are often 

known for their friendly, social, intelligent, and affectionate 

personality. Calico cats are rare because of their X 

chromosome genetics, which are the genes for their orange and black fur. Most Calico cats are females

because they are more likely to have X chromosomes. In most cultures, they are a sign of good luck

because of how rare they are. Fun fact: A Calico cat that has tabby stripes is called a Calibby.

CATS: CALICOS 

DOGS: CORGIS

By Riley Tobias

Similar to your average dragonfly, these insects have two sets of large

wings with a skinny body. They are brightly colored and live in

freshwater areas for their survival. Their life cycle is almost identical to

a frog’s, with their eggs hatching in water and where the babies live for

several months to a few years. Once they reach adulthood, they crawl

out of the water onto a rock, and their wings emerge within hours.

These creatures are fascinating and different from their closely related

cousin, the dragonfly.

By Kaelyn Yager

By Kaelyn Yager

Corgis are usually small to medium-sized dogs, and are known

for their affectionate, intelligent, and loyal nature. Corgis are 

usually reddish brown, black, tri-color, or a brighter red with 

short to medium-length fur and brown eyes. They are shorter 

and have a stocky body and fox-like head with large, rounded-

tipped ears, and a long and slightly bushy tail carried low. The 

two types are the Cardigan Welsh Corgi and the Pembroke Welsh Corgi. The Cardigan Welsh Corgi

was bred to have short legs so that it could run under cattle and avoid getting kicked. Fun fact: The

Pembroke Welsh Corgi was the favorite dog breed of the late Queen Elizabeth II. 

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH: DAMSELFLIES
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PUZZLES
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PUZZLES
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CONNECT
THE DOTS



PUZZLES & JOKES

CROSSWORD ANSWER

JOKES OF THE MONTH
By Riley Tobias

1. What do you call a running turkey?

2. When do you serve tofu turkey?

3. How did the salt and pepper welcome all the guests?

4. What do you wear to Thanksgiving dinner?

5. What smells the best at Thanksgiving dinner?

6. Why did the policeman crash Thanksgiving dinner?

7. Why was the Thanksgiving soup so expensive?

8. What role do green beans play in Thanksgiving dinner?

9. Who scared the cranberry?

10. What will you serve at Thanksgiving dinner if you

accidentally sit on the sweet potatoes?

Sudoku #1463 (Easy) Sudoku #1464 (Medium)

 JO
K

E
 A

N
S

W
E

R
S

1
. Fast fo

o
d

2
. P

ran
ksgivin

g

3
. B

y sayin
g: “se

aso
n
in

g’s

gre
e
tin

gs”

4
. A

 h
ar-ve

st

5
. Y

o
u
r n

o
se

6
. T

o
 sto

p
 p

e
o

p
le

 fro
m

go
in

g o
ve

r th
e
 fe

e
d

 lim
it

7
. It h

ad
 2

4
 carro

ts

8
. T

h
e
 casse

-ro
le

9
. T

h
e
 b

o
o

b
e
rry

1
0
. Sq

u
ash

How to Play

Sudoku:

1. Each row

must contain  

the numbers    

1-9 exactly  

once each.

2. Each

column must

contain       

the numbers    

1-9 exactly   

once each.

3. Each 3x3

box must

contain the

numbers          

1-9 exactly  

once each.

4. Combining    

all the rules,

every row,

column, and  

3x3 box must

contain the

numbers 1-9

with no

double-ups

anywhere.
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PEMBROKE PLATES

SPAGHETTI SQUASH AU GRATIN

Directions:
1.Preheat oven to 450℉. Very generously brush a 24-cup mini

muffin tin with melted butter; place on baking sheet and set aside.
2.Add cold water to a large bowl until ⅓ full. Grate potatoes into

the bowl, then fill with more cold water until almost to the top.
3.Swish potatoes around to rinse off the starch, then pour out most

of the water and refill with more cold water.
4.Continue this process until the water runs almost clear. Pour

potatoes into a colander; drain for a few minutes.
5.Transfer potatoes to a clean kitchen towel; wrap and squeeze

potatoes in the towel over a bowl until no more liquid comes out.
6.Transfer to a clean bowl; add oil, garlic powder, salt, black pepper,

and cayenne. Sprinkle flour over top, then add cheese. Mix and
toss gently until thoroughly combined and the mixture feels damp.

7.Grab the potato mixture from the bottom of the bowl to get as
much moisture as possible, and fill the prepared muffin cups. It’s
ok if the mixture comes up above the tin by ½-1 inch.

8.Bake in the center of the oven until golden brown on top,
caramelized on the bottom, and crispy all over, 40-45 minutes.

9.Remove from the oven and let sit in the tin for 5 minutes before
flipping over onto the baking sheet. Serve and enjoy!

 
Recipe compliments of https://bit.ly/47i7jux

CRISPY POTATO PANCAKE POPPERS
Prep Time: 20 minutes
Cook Time: 40 minutes
Total Time: 1 hour 5 mins
Yields: 24 poppers

Prep Time: 15 minutes

Cook Time: 30 minutes

Total Time: 45 minutes

Yields: 6 servings

Ingredients:
1 spaghetti squash, halved and seeded
3 T butter or light margarine
1 small yellow onion, thinly sliced
1 tsp red pepper flakes
¼ tsp garlic powder
salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste
¾ cup fat-free sour cream
1 cup shredded light Cheddar cheese
cooking spray

Directions:
1.Place spaghetti squash in a covered dish and add

¼ inch of water. Microwave for 10-12 minutes.
Scrape insides of squash with a fork and transfer
to a small bowl.

2.Heat butter in a medium skillet over medium
heat while spaghetti squash is cooking and cook
onion, red pepper flakes, garlic powder, salt and
pepper until the onion is browned, 5-10 minutes.

3.Preheat oven to 375℉. Grease a baking dish with
nonstick cooking spray.

4.Mix spaghetti squash, onion mixture, sour cream,
and ½ of cheese together. Transfer to prepared
baking dish and top with remaining cheese.

5.Bake for 20-25 minutes. Turn on broiler for the
last 2-3 minutes and broil until gratin is golden
brown on top.

Note: You can reduce the amount of red pepper
flakes to reduce the spice level as it does have a bit of
a kick to it.

Recipe compliments of https://bit.ly/3LqMdTn

Ingredients:
3 T unsalted butter, melted
2 large russet potatoes, peeled
1 T olive oil
1½ tsp garlic powder
1½ tsp kosher salt
¼ tsp ground black pepper
1 pinch cayenne pepper, or to
taste
1 T all-purpose flour
½ cup finely grated Parmigiano-
Reggiano cheese
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PEMBROKE PLATES

PUMPKIN TORTE

Ingredients:
1¾ cups all-purpose flour
1 cup quick-cooking oats
1 cup chopped pecans
1 cup packed brown sugar
1 cup butter, melted
1½ cups caramel ice cream topping
2 quarts vanilla ice cream, softened

CARAMEL PECAN ICE CREAM DESSERT
Prep Time: 20 minutes

Cook Time: 15 minutes

Total Time: 35 minutes

Yields: 15 servings

Directions:
1.Preheat oven to 400℉. In a large bowl, combine

the flour, oats, pecans, and brown sugar. Add
butter; mix well. Spread in a thin layer in a
15x10x1 inch baking pan. Bake for 15 minutes or
until golden, stirring occasionally. Crumble while
warm; cool.

2.Press half of the crumb mixture into a 13x9 inch
dish. Drizzle with half the caramel sauce; spread
with ice cream. Top with remaining caramel
sauce and crumb mixture. Cover and freeze until
firm. Remove from the freezer 10 minutes
before serving.

Recipe compliments of https://bit.ly/4hve5BY

Prep Time: 30 minutes
Cook Time: 25 minutes

Total Time: 55 minutes

Yields: 15 servings

Ingredients:
1⅔ cups graham cracker crumbs
⅓ cup sugar
½ cup butter, melted

Cream Cheese Filling:
2 pkgs (8 oz. each) cream cheese, softened
¾ cup sugar
2 large eggs

Pumpkin Filling:
2 envelopes unflavored gelatin
½ cup cold water
1 can (30 oz) pumpkin pie filling
1 can (5.5 oz) evaporated milk
2 large eggs, lightly beaten

Topping:
1 carton (12 oz) frozen whipped topping, thawed

Directions:
1.Preheat oven to 350℉. 
2. In a small bowl, combine the crumbs, sugar, and

butter. Press onto the bottom of an ungreased
13x9-inch baking dish; set aside. 

3. In a large bowl, beat cream cheese and sugar until
smooth. Add eggs; beat on low speed just until
combined. Pour over crust. Bake until center is
almost set, 25-30 minutes.

4.Meanwhile, in a small bowl, sprinkle gelatin over
cold water; let stand for 1 minute. In a large
saucepan, combine pie filling and evaporated milk.
Bring to a boil. Add gelatin; stir until dissolved.
Whisk a small amount of the hot mixture into the
eggs. Return all to the pan, whisking constantly.

5.  Cook and stir over low heat until the mixture is
thickened and coats the back of a spoon. Cool for
10 minutes. Spread over the cream cheese layer.
Spread whipped topping over top. Cover and
refrigerate overnight.

    Recipe compliments of https://bit.ly/4o9acoR
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