
THE LEGEND OF SANTA CLAUS
By Lauren Feitshans

The legend of Santa Claus originates from a monk named St. Nicholas, who was born

around A.D. 280 in modern-day Turkey. He gave away all the wealth he had inherited and

traveled through the countryside helping the sick and poor. St. Nicholas became known

as the protector of children and sailors. America’s first adaptation of St. Nicholas was in

New York when Dutch families all honored the anniversary of the death of “Sint

Nikolaas”, which is Dutch for Saint Nicholas. Later in 1822, Episcopal minister Clement

Clarke Moore wrote the poem, “An Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas.” The poem is

more popularly known by the first line: “'Twas the Night Before Christmas.” The first

iconic version of Santa Claus was created in 1881 when the political cartoonist Thomas

Nast drew on Moore’s poem, creating the iconic Santa Claus we know today. 

Fun Facts of December:

The first artificial Christmas tree was made of dyed 

      goose feathers in Germany.

Christmas was once illegal in England.

The Rockefeller Christmas Tree wasn’t always the

size it is today; it started out way smaller.

The average Christmas tree takes around 7-10 years

to grow.

Important dates in December:

December 14th: Hanukkah

December 24th: Christmas Eve

December 25th: Christmas

December 26th: Kwanzaa

Birthdays Page 6
Calendar of Events Page 14
Contest Page 2
It’s Raining Cats & Dogs Page 8
Music News Page 5
Pembroke Plates Pages 12-13
Puzzles & Jokes Pages 9-11
Sports & Clubs Pages 3-4
Student Reviews Page 7
Teacher Feature Page 5 
Top Ten Page 2

THE PEMBROKE POST
VOLUME 9 ISSUE 3

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

WHAT’S INSIDE:
“Whatever

you are,
be a good

one.”
                                                

PUBLISHED BY ENGLISH CLUB

~Benjamin Franklin



LOCAL NEWS

Established January 2, 2018

   Published monthly during the school year

by Pembroke Jr./Sr. HS English Club

Rtes. 5 and 77, Corfu, NY14036

Phone 585-599-4525 ext. 1205

pembrokepost@pembrokecsd.org 

The Pembroke Post

Mrs. Bolles, Advisor and Senior Editor

Student Writers and Editors:

Emmy Childs, Lauren Feitshans,

Mary McDonald, Riley Tobias, and Kaelyn Yager

DECEMBER CONTEST
 

 ❄️🍬 December Candy Count Challenge! 🍬❄️

The holiday candy jar has arrived—festive, colorful, and

stuffed to the brim! Think you can sleigh this month’s

candy challenge? Jingle yourself down to Room 205,

check out the jar, and drop in your best guess!

The closest guess without going over wins a sweet

prize when you return from winter break!

🗓 Deadline: Friday, December 19

 🏆 Winner revealed in the next edition of The

Pembroke Post!

🎁 Don’t miss your chance—this jar is snow joke!
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TOP TEN CHRISTMAS
TRADITIONS

By Riley Tobias

1. Ice skating (best date EVER)

2.Christmas tree decorating (best

family time I get)

3.Christmas pickle (makes no

sense, but hilarious anyway)

4.Advent calendars (fun little

prizes!)

5.Christmas lights (super fun and

absolutely stunning)

6.Making holiday cards (it's okay)

7.Gingerbread houses (only if it's

not real gingerbread; it's gross)

8.Christmas pudding (tasty, boring)

9.Holiday Cookies (top tier, very

fun, I ate all the icing as a child)

10.Letters to Santa (you never got

what you asked for)
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LOCAL NEWS

Ready to make your camera roll as

festive as your winter break? If you

love selfies (and let’s be honest…

who doesn’t?), this is your moment

to shine! We’re challenging all

Pembroke Dragons to complete

all 9 holiday-themed selfie

prompts. Think creative. Think fun.

Think full holiday chaos.

Once you’ve sleighed the

challenge, send your 9

masterpieces to

pembrokepost@pembrokecsd.org

for a chance to win a Tim Hortons

gift card—because nothing says

victory like free Timbits.

🗓 Deadline: January 4, 2026

 🏆 Winner announced in the

January edition!

So grab your phone, grab your

friends, and get ready to sleigh this

selfie challenge! 📸✨

🎄🤳CHRISTMAS SELFIE CHALLENGE🤳🎄

SHARP LINES
By Lauren Feitshans

Don’t try to round my edges, you’ll get cut in the end.

Don’t come by, my thorns will cut you.

Don’t hug me, I'll pop you with my needles.

Don’t care about me, I’ll disappoint you in the end.

Leave me alone, or you’ll meet my sharp lines.



LOCAL NEWS

Congratulations to our Alexander/Pembroke Defenders Varsity Football Team for becoming Section

V Class C Champions this year with a 10-1 record. They advanced to the NYSPHSAA Class C Far

West Regional but were defeated by Chautauqua Lake/Westfield/Brocton with a final score of 11-8.

Congratulations on a fantastic season!
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SPORTS NEWS
By The Pembroke Post

CLUB NEWS
By Mary McDonald

SPANISH CLUB: 

Spanish Club meets throughout the year in Mrs. Loeber’s room (115) on no specific day, so listen for

updates on the announcements. In Spanish club, you do many fun activities where you can learn about

Spanish speaking countries’ cultures and traditions. On December 11th, come to Spanish Club so you

can learn about some celebrations held in Spanish-speaking countries.

SKI CLUB:

Ski Club only has one meeting a year, where you visit Mr. Beach, the club advisor, and determine if you

can join based on your skills. The initiation date has already passed, but you can still visit Mr. Beach to

ask about joining. Once you are in, you can join Ski Club as they venture to Holiday Valley on specific

weekend dates. You will need to pay at least $200 for an all-season pass, excluding rentals for

equipment. But these passes can be used as many times as you want until they expire, and you can also

take advantage of free lessons with the pass.

https://www.google.com/search?gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTINCAEQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAIQABiABBiiBDIHCAMQABjvBTIHCAQQABjvBTIKCAUQABiABBiiBDIHCAYQABjvBdIBCDcyMjFqMGo3qAIAsAIA&ie=UTF-8&oq=alexander+pembroke+defenders+football&q=Chautauqua+Lake%2FWestfield%2FBrocton&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1056US1056&safe=active&sourceid=chrome&mstk=AUtExfAzIsgIA4YJ8QoO-VXM0YvkeVILIvS1CUAf9QxGc9w6a4P2GPptf8DLihzk-OA29N8I0KC2XRqRnO3cuuW2BfEpMnzqdVqWIo4kv0DxdyWfCwt9XoKJ-LqeGeXLQBmXy8I&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjpnump_56RAxWqtokEHfwpCzMQgK4QegQIAhAF
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LOCAL NEWS
TEACHER FEATURE MUSIC NEWS

By Mary McDonald

The first music concert of the year is on

December 3rd, 2025. The chorus portion of the

concert will start at 6pm in our High School

Auditorium.  The band portion of the concert

will begin at 7:30pm in our High School

Auditorium. We know that you will enjoy

listening to our amazing musicians so we hope to

see you there!

On December 5th, 2025, at 6:30pm, come out

and enjoy the Pembroke Marching Band as they

perform at the Corfu Parade of Lights. There

will also be the tree lighting at this event. 

There will be an in-school concert at the Jr./Sr.

High School on December 19th, 2025, the

morning of the last day of school before winter

break. After the in-school concert, Tri-M

members will leave school to go to local

retirement homes to hand out cards and sing

Christmas carols for the residents. 

Finally, rehearsals for this year’s school musical

will start on December 8th, 2025. Stay tuned for

musical news as we get closer to the show date! 

By Riley Tobias

Mr. Clark has been teaching at Pembroke for 30

years. He is currently teaching Music in our Lives,

Junior High General Music, Junior High Chorus, and

Senior High Chorus. He also directs Chamber

Singers and the High School Musical.

Q: What is one interesting fact about your

ancestors?

A: My mom’s side of the family is French. My Dad’s

side is English, which explains his wild personality

because English and French haven't gotten along

much in history. That explains why he is the way he

is.

Q: If you were a chair, what type of chair would

you be?

A: I would be an office chair with wheels so I could

travel the world.

Q: What have you learned about life from kids?

A: I have learned extreme patience due to the

amount of terrorization and brutal age jokes I’ve

had to put up with for all these many years.

Q: Do you prefer a real or fake Christmas tree?

A: Fake Christmas trees rule. They are reusable, so

you only have to buy them once, and they save you

hours of cleanup of pine needles.

Q: If you were to take up boxing, what would your

fighter's name be?

A: Clark the killer



Birthday Celebrations

Mr. DiGiulio

Kevin Leach II

Mr. Hochmuth

Daniel Dugas

Jacob Kohorst

Joseph Kohorst

Nolan Wood

Mackenzie Clare

Genevieve Gerhart

Darnell Lorefice

Ella Hilchey

Lennox Kohorst

Lilly Balash

Brett Maloney

Elaina Reeves

Colin Sinclair

Ms. Early

Lillian Scroger

Kevin Horgan

Ella Koepf

Lyviana Carman

Annalie Gibson

Wiley Schultz

Mr. Zika

Kenn Kyro Angelo Castro

Hailey Kotter

Khloe Kotter

Mr. Beach

Emma Teresi-Marchese

Laityn Logan

Dominic Potter

Zoey Spaich

Teagan Ryan
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DECEMBER

🎄🍫Unwrapping November’s Contest Winner!🍫🎄

Elena Hartz

Mary Benson

Aiden Auberg

Allissia Auberg

Max Levinstein

Dante Pfalzer

Michael Stacey

Isabella Mruk

Luke Windnagle, Jr.

Brayden Reigle

Annabel Swimline

Charlotte Redden

Laney Worthington

Mrs. Chase

Mrs. Perry

Wyatt Summers

Before we dive into all the holiday cheer, let’s take a moment 

to celebrate last month’s sweet victory! In November, Dragons tried

their luck at guessing how many Twix bars were tucked inside the

pumpkin jar—and our halls were buzzing with excitement.

We received 38 festive guesses, but the correct number was 34 pieces!

👏 Huge congratulations to Ashton Kelsey, who came just one Twix

away with an impressive guess of 33—the closest guess without going

over! Swing by Room 205 to claim your prize and your bragging rights.

Think you’ve got the magic touch for December’s challenge? 🎁 

Head to page 3 to unwrap the details and enter this month’s candy

contest!



DECEMBER 2025     PAGE 7

STUDENT REVIEWS
MOVIE REVIEW BOOK REVIEW

By An Anonymous Student

ELEANOR & PARK 

by Rainbow Rowell

This is about two totally 

different teens whose worlds 

collide in the best way. Set in 

1986, the story switches 

between their points of view, so you really get

inside their heads. The writing is super easy to read

and full of visuals that make you feel like you’re right

there on the bus with them. Eleanor deals with a lot,

from bullying to problems at home, but Park is

always there for her, even when she doesn’t ask.

There are twists, drama, and some moments that

hit hard. I usually don’t like love stories, but this one

felt real and not cheesy or fake like in movies. I

honestly fell for these characters, and you will too.

By Mary McDonald

HOME ALONE 2 

Home Alone 2 is the second

movie of one of the most 

classic Christmas movies of 

the year. It is the second 

movie in the series and was 

released on November 15, 1992. We follow Kevin

McCallister as his family plans a holiday trip to

Florida, but after a series of mishaps, Kevin

accidentally ends up in New York City instead. We

get to see how he survives in the big city with our

two reappearing antagonists, Harry and Marv, also

known as the Wet Bandits.

ARTIST OF THE MONTH
By Mary McDonald

CAVETOWN

Born in the UK on December 

15, 1998, Cavetown is well 

known as an English singer-

songwriter, record producer, 

and YouTuber. He has a style of music that mixes indie

rock, indie pop, and bedroom pop with mellow, gentle

ukulele ballads. Most of his songs have a calm, peaceful

quality to them, mostly addressing the hardships of life,

such as relationships and life changes. His most-

streamed song, “Devil Town,” has garnered over 480

million streams, and his most popular song, “Juliet,” has

surpassed 364 million streams. However, he makes sure

to occasionally include some songs that highlight the

good moments in life.

THE POST KNOWS BEST
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IT’S RAINING CATS & DOGS!

The Maine Coon is one of the oldest natural cat breeds in 

North America, originally from the state of Maine. Known for 

their large size, fluffy coats, and tufted ears, they often look 

like small wildcats. Adult Maine Coons can weigh between 10

and 25 pounds and measure up to 40 inches long from nose  

to tail. Despite their big appearance, they are gentle, friendly,  

and very social. They are curious and playful, making them 

great family pets who usually get along well with kids and  

other animals.

CATS: MAINE COON 

DOGS: CHOCOLATE LABS

By Riley Tobias

The European Turtle Dove is a relatively small species of dove, growing

to approximately 10-11 inches in length with a wingspan of only 19-21

inches roughly. It is a nice light brown with a black and white stripe on

the side of its neck. This bird lives in the south Sahara during the winter

season and covers most of Europe and the Middle East. They are

slowly becoming extinct, with Britain having conservation laws to

protect and preserve this species. Soon, there may be no more turtle

doves from your beloved Christmas carol.

By The Pembroke Post

By Kaelyn Yager

Chocolate Labs originated in Newfoundland, Canada, in the 

early 1800s. They were originally bred as hunting dogs and have 

a long history of working alongside people. Many consider them 

excellent family pets because of their friendly personalities and 

high trainability. For more than three decades, they’ve been one 

of America’s favorite dog breeds. Chocolate Labs are energetic, 

intelligent, and typically medium to large in size, weighing 55-80 

pounds. They are sturdy dogs with a short, water-resistant 

double coat that ranges from light to dark brown, and they often have warm brown or hazel eyes.

ANIMAL: EUROPEAN TURTLE DOVE
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PUZZLES & JOKES

CROSSWORD ANSWER

JOKES OF THE MONTH
By Riley Tobias

1. Why don't you ever see Santa in the hospital?

2. What is green, covered with tinsel, and goes “ribbit   

    ribbit”? 

3. What is a snowman's favorite lunch? 

4. What do you call an old snowman? 

5. What do they sing under the ocean during the winter?

6. Why does Santa have three gardens? 

7. Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas?

8. Why was Santa’s little helper depressed? 

9. What do snowmen eat for breakfast? 

10. What is green, white, and red all over? 

Sudoku #1495 (Easy) Sudoku #1496 (Medium)
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How to Play

Sudoku:

1. Each row

must contain  

the numbers    

1-9 exactly  

once each.

2. Each

column must

contain       

the numbers    

1-9 exactly   

once each.

3. Each 3x3

box must

contain the

numbers          

1-9 exactly  

once each.

4. Combining    

all the rules,

every row,

column, and  

3x3 box must

contain the

numbers 1-9

with no

double-ups

anywhere.

 

DECEMBER 2025     PAGE 11



PEMBROKE PLATES

PULL-APART CHRISTMAS TREE

Directions:
1.Preheat oven to 375°F. Line a large baking pan with

parchment paper. 
2.Slice crescent rolls lengthwise into thirds. Brush all

over with dijon mustard. Place a mini hot dog on the
thick end of each triangle and roll up.

3.Arrange the pigs in a blanket, side by side, in a circle
on the baking sheet (they should touch). Brush with
egg wash and sprinkle with salt and poppy seeds.

4.Bake for 15 to 20 minutes, until the crescents are
golden. Let cool for at least 20 minutes.

5.Lay rosemary sprigs around the inside of the wreath
and place a small bowl of ketchup in the center.

To Make Ahead of Time: 
Prepare and wrap pigs up until creating the wreath shape,
then cover tightly with plastic wrap and place in the fridge
no longer than 24 hours. When ready to bake, brush with
egg wash, salt, and poppy seeds before placing in the oven.

 
Recipe compliments of https://bit.ly/4ruAGmL 

PIGS IN A BLANKET WREATH
Prep Time: 20 minutes
Cook Time: 15-20 minutes
Total Time: 35-40 mins
Yields: 12 servings

Prep Time: 20 minutes
Cook Time: 15-20 minutes
Total Time: 40 minutes
Yields: 8 servings

Ingredients:
7 mozzarella sticks
all-purpose flour, for dusting
1 lb. store-bought or homemade pizza
dough, room temperature
1 large egg
4 T unsalted butter, melted
1 oz. Parmesan, finely grated (about ½
cup), plus more for serving
1 T finely chopped fresh parsley, plus more
for serving
1 T finely chopped fresh rosemary
1 T thinly sliced fresh basil
Crushed red pepper flakes and warmed
marinara, for serving

Directions:
1.Arrange a rack in center of oven; preheat to 450°F. 
2.Cut each cheese stick into 5 pieces.
3.On a lightly floured surface, divide the dough in half.

Roll each piece into an 18x4-inch rectangle. 
4.Cut the rectangle into 2-inch squares (you need 33). 
5.Wrap each square around a piece of mozzarella and

form a tightly sealed ball.
6.Arrange balls, seam side down and touching, on a

parchment-lined baking sheet in a Christmas tree
pattern.

7. In a small bowl, beat egg with 1 T water. Brush egg
wash on dough balls.

8.Bake the tree until golden, 15 to 20 minutes.
9. In a small bowl, whisk butter, Parmesan, parsley,

rosemary, and basil; brush on tree. Sprinkle with
Parmesan, parsley, and red pepper flakes. 

10.Serve with marinara on the side.

Recipe compliments of https://bit.ly/4pKmSD8

Ingredients:
1 tube refrigerated crescent rolls
24 mini hot dogs
¼ cup Dijon mustard
Egg wash
2 tsp poppy seeds
Rosemary sprigs (for decoration)
Ketchup for serving
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PEMBROKE PLATES

NO BAKE CHOCOLATE OATMEAL COOKIES

Ingredients:
½ cup butter
30 large marshmallows
1½ tsp green food coloring
1 tsp vanilla extract
4 cups cornflakes cereal
2 T cinnamon red hot candies

CHRISTMAS WREATHS

Prep Time: 20 minutes

Cook Time: 10 minutes

Total Time: 45 minutes

Yields: 18 cookies

Directions:
1.Melt butter in a large saucepan over low heat. Add

marshmallows, and cook, stirring constantly, until
melted. 

2.Remove from heat, stir in food coloring and vanilla,
and then stir in cornflakes.

3.Set out 1-2 sheets of waxed paper. Fill a skillet with
1 inch of very hot water. Place the saucepan into the
skillet so the cookie dough stays warm.

4.Quickly drop a heaping tablespoonful of cookie
dough onto the waxed paper, and use lightly greased
fingers to form it into a wreath shape. Immediately
decorate the cookie with red hot candies. Repeat to
shape and decorate the remaining cookies.

5.Allow cookies to cool to room temperature before
removing from waxed paper, about 15 minutes.
Store in an airtight container.

Recipe compliments of https://bit.ly/4otTcZP

Prep Time: 15 minutes

Cook Time: 5 minutes

Total Time: 20 minutes

Yields: 4 dozen cookies

Ingredients:

2 cups white sugar

½ cup butter or margarine

½ cup milk

3 T unsweetened cocoa powder

a pinch of salt

3 cups quick-cooking oats

½ cup peanut butter

1 tsp vanilla extract

Directions:
1.Bring sugar, butter, milk, cocoa, and salt to a full

rolling boil in a saucepan for 2 minutes.

2.Add quick-cooking oats, peanut butter, and vanilla;

mix well.

3.Working quickly, drop by teaspoonfuls onto waxed

paper. 

4.Let the cookies cool until firm. 

5.You can refrigerate them for 20 minutes to speed

up the setting.

6.Enjoy!

Note: 

You can substitute dark cocoa or cacao powder for

regular cocoa to give the cookies a richer chocolate

flavor. 

Crunchy peanut butter also works well if you prefer

more texture.

Recipe compliments of https://bit.ly/4pLdK0Z 
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