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December 2025
Santa’s Christmas Shop; As we return from Thanksgiving break, we will be greeted with our Santa Shop taking place in the cafeteria/stage area.  At the Santa Christmas Shop, students will have the chance to shop for their family and friends.  It will start on Thursday and Friday, December 4th and 5th.  Students will browse through the various selections and have a chance to create a shopping wish list.  The entire week of December 8th through December 12th will be shopping days where the kids will actually make their purchases.  Volunteers will be on hand to help with the process.  We will even have after-school hours until 3:30 on the shopping days for parents that want to shop with their children.  Most of the items in this year’s sale will be $10.00 and under, with many things that are still very affordable. There might be a few higher priced items for the decerning shopper.  The Martin Elementary PTA doesn’t make a profit from this sale, but rather, it gives our kids a chance to participate in the season of giving with their own loved ones.  As always with these activities, we are in need of volunteers to help out.  If you are interested in helping out, please call and give your name to the office.
Young Illustrators; During the month of November, our Martin Students, along with students from all the schools in the county, illustrated a picture from a book.  Pictures were judged and a winner and places were selected from each class.  Here are our Young Illustrator winners;
Kindergarten; Winner – Magnus Jacobs, 2nd Place – Maci Wilkinson, 3rd Place – Brooklyn Gwynn
1st Grade; Winner – Jensen Stevens, 2nd Place – Angela McCoy, 3rd Place – Lilly Moore
2nd Grade; Winner – Emma McCumbers, 2nd Place – Hunter Buskirk, 3rd Place – Akadasi Brooks
3rd Grade; Winner – Kensley Grimm, 2nd Place – Melody Judy, 3rd Place – Ayra Greathouse
4th Grade; Winner – Olivia Lemley, 2nd Place – Aiyana Buffington, 3rd Place – Georgia Janssen
5th Grade; Winner – Elizabeth Goff, 2nd Place – Ally Nguyen, 3rd Place – Sophia Dight
Martin Elementary Christmas Program; Please help us ring in the holidays with our annual Martin Elementary School Christmas Program.  Our program this year will be on Monday, December 15th at South Parkersburg Baptist Church, beside Parkersburg South High School.  The program begins at 6:00 and features students in all grades, Pre- K through 5th Grade.  Mrs. Walsh works hard to prepare our kids for this performance, and the church is always beautifully decorated.  It is a joyful and festive way to ring in the holidays.  I hope you all can join us!
School Schedule for December; The last day for students for this calendar year is Thursday, December 18th.  School resumes on a regular schedule on Monday, January 5th.  Classroom Christmas Parties for most classrooms will be near the end of the day on December 18th, but will be up to the teachers’ schedule as to the exact timing.  If parents want to be present in the classroom on the day of Christmas parties, they will have to have a recent background check through our Board of Education.  If you are interested in the background check, please contact me, and I can talk you through the steps.  As you get online to do the check, it will tell you that it takes four to six weeks to complete, but is usually only a few days to get returned.  Don’t wait until the last minute.    
Non-Traditional Instructional Days; Wood County Schools has implemented Non-Traditional Instructional Days which can be used during school cancellations due to bad weather.  After we return from Thanksgiving break, an envelope with work packets will be sent home with all students.  These envelopes contain an amount of work for each of up to five days of school.  If our county cancels school, but is announced as NTID, it is the responsibility of the students to complete the work that corresponds with each of the days.  If a student completes the work and turns it in, students will be counted as in attendance on those days.  If a student does not complete the work, the student will be counted as absent.  Because of the length of the school day for schools in our county, five school days can be forgiven, meaning if school is cancelled, they do NOT need to be made up.  Another five days can also be written off through the use of this program.  It is possible that we will have some snow cancellations and may have non-traditional days mixed in, for example, in the event of very cold temperatures.   
Martin Rams…Always Climbing!

Calendar of Events

Each month, in conjunction with this newsletter, I will print a calendar of events to keep you informed as to what is going on at school.  This list is the best that I have as I type this, and it is subject to change.  Events may be added with little advanced notice.  At the same time, events might be cancelled at the last minute.  Bear with us and know that we will try to keep you informed as things change.  

Dec 4; PTA Meeting in the School Cafeteria; 3:30
Dec 4 through Dec 12 Santa Shop Preview and Sales
Dec 5; Wood County Schools Math Field Day
Dec 8; Title 1; Hot Cocoa with Santa; 6:00
Dec 8; PTA – Sweetfrog Spirit Night
Dec 12; 2nd Grade Field Trip to Blennerhassett; The Nutcracker
Dec 15; Martin Elementary School Christmas Program; South Parkersburg Baptist Church; 6:00
Dec 18; 4th Grade Christmas Activity; Christmas Bulbs
Dec 18; Kindergarten Craft Day
Dec 18; Classroom Christmas Party Day
Dec 19; No School; Staff Professional Learning Day
Dec 22 through Jan 2; No School Christmas Break
Jan 5; School Resumes for 2026
Jan 8; Martin Elementary Social Studies Fair
Jan 8; PTA Meeting in the Cafeteria; 3:30
Jan 9; Grades Close; 2nd 9 Weeks Grading Period
Jan 15; 5th Grade Parent Involvement; Escape to Middle School
Jan 19; No School – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan 21; Report Cards Go Home; 2nd 9 Weeks Grading Period
Feb 2; LSIC Meeting in the School Library; 4:00
Feb 5; PTA Meeting in the School Cafeteria; 3:30
Feb 13; Mid Term Grades Close; 3rd 9 
Feb 13; PTA Valentines Dance
Feb 16; No School; Staff Professional Learning Day
Feb 20; Bi-Okoto African Drum and Dance Performance; 9:00
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