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October Riddle:  How far can you walk into the woods? Be the first to email lesmeyer@ftbroncs.org by 8:00am Monday,
September 28  for your chance to win Bronc Spirit Gear!!th

Winner for the September Newsletter Trivia? Congratulations to Veronica Palen-Goodsell for winning the highly contested
answering race for September!!
September Riddle: The first two letters signify a male, three a female, four a great person, and the whole a great woman.
Answer: Heroine!
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RIDDLE ME THIS

“Children are the living messages we send to a time we will not see.” Neil Postman

According to a Google search, it is an African proverb that is credited with the adage, “it takes a village to raise a child.” The
quote above talks about the children “we send” into “a time we will not see.” So, who is “we”? I look at it as the community as a
whole: parents, educators, community members, grandparents, friends, babysitters, family friends, coaches, neighbors…the
list really could go on and on. What about the role of social media, gaming, television, and all the other things our kids are
exposed to? 

What will the future hold for our children? We really don’t know, but every one of us share responsibility in assisting kiddos to
prepare for it. 

Students change and the world around them/us is changing. It changes daily, weekly, and yearly. As a community at large, we
have to pay attention to those changes and help them - even as we experience change ourselves. 

After all, aren’t “they the messages we are sending to a time we will not see”? 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL student councilstudent council  student council 
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High School
Counseling

We are excited to be back and working with your
students for the 2026-2027 school year.  Please don’t

hesitate to reach out.  

Rachel Laughnan ‘Classes of 2027 & 2029’
406-626-2768    rachellaughnan@ftbroncs.org

Robyn Richardson ‘Classes of 2028 & 2030’
406-626-2718    robynrichardson@ftbroncs.org

High School CounselingHigh School CounselingHigh School Counseling

Our website is a great place to find information and resources about academics, future
planning and mental health.  We encourage you to familiarize yourself with it.  We also
have a page dedicated to each grade level.  It’s especially helpful if you have a senior
and it’s your first round of parenting a 12  grader who is figuring out their future plans.  th

Counseling Website

Does your student need a little extra academic help?
National Honors Society students provide tutoring in the high school commons before
school M-TH from 7:45-8:15.   They also provide tutoring after school in the high school

library M-TH from 3:30-4:30
20

https://www.ftsd.org/o/fsd/page/north-campus-counseling


October
Opportunities 

10th, 11  and 12  Gradersth th

Have the opportunity to tour
the University of Montana

and Missoula College’s River
Campus on October 13 .  We

encourage all students to
particpate in a college tour

while they are in high school.
Permission slips are available
on the counseling classrooms
and in the counseling center.

th

10th, 11  and 12  Gradersth th

Have the opportunity to attend the Missoula Manufacturing Day on
October 1 .  Students can see how they can step straight from

graduation into high-tech, high-demand career pathways right here in
Montana. Engage in interactive learning, ask questions, and meet the

experts who make things happen.  Future Engineers & Tech Enthusiasts
can move past the blueprints & watch how raw concepts evolve into
finished products, study advanced manufacturing technology, and

discuss operational design and constraints with local shop floor leaders.

st

ASVAB
The ASVAB will be offered to 10th-

12  graders on Wednesday,
October 14 .  Here are four

reasons we suggest all students
take the ASVAB.  

th

th

1) Discover your strengths
2) Access free career planning

3) Explore military careers
4) Military entrance exam

PSAT
The PSAT will be offered to 9 , 10
and 11  graders free of charge on

October 21 .  Students can sign up
with their counselor or via the form

on Google Classroom.  

th th

th

st

We encourage students to sign up
early, as spots are limited.  The PSAT

is great practice for college
entrance exams like the ACT and

the SAT.

Jordan Patterson from Missoula College
will be at Frenchtown on October 20

to register students for their spring dual
credit courses and advise students

regarding spring early college courses.

th
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Freshman
Success

Infinite Campus shows a term
and cumulative GPA.  However,

the GPA that counts towards
Honors, High Honors,

Valedictorian and Salutatorian
is the cumulative GPA  found

on a student’s transcript.  
Freshman will have a

transcript after the first
semester of high school.

While your student makes their
way through high school, the

high school counseling page is
a great resource to familiarize

yourself with.
https://www.ftsd.org/o/fsd/pag

e/north-campus-counseling

Credits needed for graduation: 24
English 4

Math 3           Science 3
Social Studies 3

PE/Health 2     Finacial Literacy .5
Fine Arts 1       Practical Arts 1

 A combination of 6.5 more credits
from any of the above categories

FHS students can join the Bronc Fast Track
2  semester of their sophomore year and

earn 30 college credits.  For more
information see the high school counseling

webpage.

nd

A parent’s #1 resource while their
student is in high school is Infinite

Campus.  You can check their
attendance, grades, missing work,

etc.  Please reach out if you are unable
to access Infinite Campus and we can

help you setup your account.

Infinte Campus

Contact

GPAs in High School

Attendance

Credits for Graduation

Fast Track

Website & Resources
Important information for success in high school

Tutoring
Tutoring is available before school in
the high school commons M-TH 7:45-

8:15 and after school in the library
M-TH from 3:30-4:30

Ms. Richardson, School Counselor
406-626-2718

robynrichardson@ftbroncs.org

Did you know?   Attendance in 9
grade is a strong predictor of high

school graduation.  Students that miss
2 or fewer days per month have a 90%

graduation rate.

th
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Senior Updates
College Application and Future Planning Week

October 5th-9     During this week we will be setting aside time
during the school day for students to work on future planning.

Seniors may come to the counseling center to apply to any college,
apprenticeship, work or military post-secondary option. If students

wish to apply to more than one Montana school we encourage
them to use the ApplyMontana app.  

th

Mike Lincoln from Reach Higher
Montana will be in the counseling

center to help students with resumes
and future planning on Thursday,

October 8 .  th

College Fair
Interested seniors attended
the western region Montana

College Fair on Tuesday,
September 29th. The fair

featured 80 colleges,
universities, technical schools,
military branches and other
agencies from both in-state

and out-of-state. 

FAFSA Completion Night
Wednesday, October 7th from 5:30-

7:30 in the High School library
An informational letter will be emailed
to all senior families regarding what is
needed to complete the FAFSA on this
night. Please join us with your student

to fill out the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid.  The FAFSA

qualifies students for Grants, Loans and
Work Study.  Many scholarships also
require completion of the FAFSA for

eligibility even if you are not Pell
eligible.

Seniors will be meeting with
with me over the next few

weeks to discuss their future
plans.  Please feel free to

contact me if you have any
questions.

Rachel Laughnan
406-626-2768

rachellaughnan@ftbroncs.org
23



For the 2026-2027 school year the high school counselors and
the Frenchtown Community Coalition are proud to present The
Screenagers Trilogy.    A series of documentary films  that
explore the impact of the digital age on adolescents.

Screenagers: Growing Up in the Digital Age  Focuses on
screen time, smartphone use, social media, and video
games, examining how they affect kids' development and
self-esteem.   

Screenagers Next Chapter: Addressing Youth Mental
Health in the Digital Age   Explores adolescent stress,
anxiety, depression, and emotional resilience in a hyper-
connected world. 

Screenagers Under The Influence: Addressing Vaping,
Drugs, and Alcohol in the Digital Age Investigates how
social media and digital exposure influence teen decision-
making around substance use.

Please join us for these showings.  These videos provide
practical tips and parenting tools to help kids build self-control
and find a healthy balance online and offline.

Student Mental HealthStudent Mental Health

and Wellness Intitiativeand Wellness Intitiative

Student Mental Health

and Wellness Intitiative

24

https://screenagersmovie.com/about
https://screenagersmovie.com/about-screenagers-next-chapter
https://screenagersmovie.com/about-screenagers-next-chapter


Students that attend with a parent
will receive extra credit in 6th-12th

grade Science Classes!!!!

JOIN US FOR A COMMUNITY SCREENING 
6th-12  grade Parents and Studentsth

6:30 PM
Thursday, October  29th
High School Auditorium

Why Join Us?
Watching screenagers with
your child creates a shared

starting point to discuss how
heavy screen use, social

media, and digital devices
affect youth mental health

and development.
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Time: 6:00 p.m.
Date:  Wednesday, January 17th

Location: High School Auditorium
Grades: 6th-12th Parents & Students
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Time: 6:00 p.m.
Date: Wednesday, April 7th

Location: High School Auditorium
Grades: 6th-12th Parents & Students
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The Emotional
Lives of
Teenagers by
Lisa Damour

Thrivers by
Michele
Borba.

Parenting Book Club KitsParenting Book Club KitsParenting Book Club Kits

The Anxious Generation by Jonathon Haidt
reveals how the shift from a play-based childhood to a
phone-based one has triggered a severe mental health
crisis among young people.  Combining social science
and  research, the book explains how smartphones,
unregulated social media, and overprotective parenting
have "rewired" growing minds and led to sharp rises in
anxiety and depression. 

The Frenchtown High School Counselors, in partnership with the
Frenchtown Community Coalition & the High School Libary, are

excited to introduce Parenting Book Club Kits!
Available soon in the high school library, each kit contains 12
copies of a selected book. Our goal is to provide parents with

guidance, expert insights, and practical resources to help
navigate the joys and challenges of raising adolescents.

Anxious
Kids, Anxious

Parents by
Lynn Lyons

How to Raise
an Adult by

Julie Lythcott-
Haimes
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Mrs.
America

PK-3
Counselor

amygriffin@
ftbroncs.org

Meet Your Student Support Team
K-5 Frenchtown South Campus

Mr. Good 
K-5 

Behavior
Specialist

huntergood@
ftbroncs.org

Mrs. Laughnan
4  Counselorth

rachellaughnan
@ftbroncs.org

Ms. Luth
5  Counselorth

mckenzieluth
@ftbroncs.org

All students will see the
school counselor in the

classroom, teaching
social/emotional/career
lessons throughout the

school year. Additionally,
group activities are

offered for all students
as well. Parents often
use the counselor as a

resource. 
We are here for YOU!

In addition to offering group
counseling, students can be seen

individually. Students are taught to
self-advocate. Any Frenchtown
Staff member can also ask the
Student Support Team to see a

student. You, as a
parent/guardian, can ask us to see

your child, too. We are here to
ensure that all children feel safe
and have a place they feel heard.

Frenchtown continues
to provide Counselors-

In-Training from
neighboring

Universities the chance 
 to learn and grow. It’s
possible one of them
will be on our campus

as the year
progresses. 

If you DO NOT want the school counselor to see your child, please let the office know

Contact

406-626-2620

We care about your kids and want
everyone to feel safe and supported.
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What’s coming up?

What have your kids been learning
about in counseling classes?

We have been learning about the career:
SCHOOL COUNSELOR 

School Counselors
are good listenters

and problem
solvers.

School Counselors help
us learn to manage

stress, anxiety, feelings
of overwhelm. 

Students can self advocate and
ask to see a school counselor. 

Parents, guardians, school
staff members and friends
can ask a school counselor

to check in on a student. 

School Counselors 
work in offices. 

Kindergartners built Mrs. America The

Potato Head, while learning all about

the job of their School Counselor. 

Our Counseling Theme for the Year

Students
will be

learning
about BIG
problems
and small
problems.

 We can fix
it ourselves!  

Red Ribbon Week
Oct. 26-30

COLLEGE AWARENESS DAY
OCT. 6

30



31



32



33



FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM
FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT

Frenchtown School District has a “Farm to School” program. The district incorporates as much local food into the
menu as long as the product is sustainable and nutritionally fits the needs of our program. Here are some of the

local vendors we are currently using in the district:

Swansons Mountain View Orchards: Located in Corvallis MT. We utilize their apples for snacks and lunch items each
year until the end of January. This spring they had a late frost and lost about 70% of their apple crops. We will have

apples this year but they will not run into 2027.

Meadow Gold Dairy: Located in Great Falls MT. All the half pints of milk and a large portion of the dairy products we
use are purchased from Meadow Gold.

Wheat Montana: Located in Three Forks MT, produces bread and dinner rolls we use throughout the year at lunch
and breakfast. We like the fact that the bread does not have to travel a long distance to get to our school.

Alpine Seasoning: Located in Choteau MT. We like to spice things up for the kids with Alpine Touch and other
seasonings they offer. If the menu says “Seasoned” you can bet that it will be some type of Alpine Seasoning added

to the dish.

Montana Marinara: Produced by Mission Mountain Food Enterprise in Ronan MT. Marinara is used in all of our dishes
that need this sauce. Some examples are Meatball Sub, Italian Dipper, Spaghetti Sauce with meat or meatballs.

They source local tomatoes and squash for this product. 

Costa Pasta: Located in Great Falls MT. We are just starting to source product from this vendor for the school district.
More to come with this company.

Harlan Ockler: Located in Huson MT. Harlan donate a cow that was turned into over 400lbs of ground beef for the
school district. The Producer Partnership outside of Billings slaughtered the cow at no cost for the district. The

donation of the cow can be used as a tax donation. We have already used some of this ground beef in our taco
meat for one of the kids favorite meals “The Walking Taco”.

CELEBRATING FARM TO SCHOOL
ALL MONTANA LUNCH OCT 23  GRADES K-12RD

YOU ARE WELCOME TO SWING BY AND HAVE LUNCH WITH YOUR STUDENTS!

Spaghetti Noodles-Costa Pasta Great Falls
Apples-Swansons Mountain View Orchards

Meat Sauce-Harlan Ockler’s Ground Beef+Montana Marinara
Dinner Roll-Wheat Montana

If you have suggestions for local products that may fit into our program, want to donate a cow or have questions,
please email mikespencer@ftbroncs.org
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 Phone: 
Facebook
: 

Craft/Product
Description: 

 High School Commons: 

Middle School Commons: 

 For PTA Use Only 
Date Rcvd _______________
Amount Paid ______ Check #______ 

 
Do you require a power outlet? 
Please bring your own extension cords. 

 Email 
: 

 Special Requests: 

 For more information, please email questions to: 

 Number of Booths 
Needed? 
$40.00 FOR 8’X6’
BOOTH 
KID ZONE = FREE 

Booth Fee 
Total? 

 Name: 
Kid Zone = Parent/Guardian Name: 
Kid Zone = Parent/Guardian Phone 
#: 
*Kid Zone Booths are FREE. Product made by kids. Have Parent/Guardian supervision for 5 Grade or Younger. th 

Date: 

Address: 

 Frenchtown PTA Craft Fair
 Registration Form 

Saturday, Dec 5th, 2026
 9:00AM – 3:00PM

 

 Please mail us your registrations and booth fees. 
Emailed registration forms will NOT be accepted.

Frenchtown PTA 
PO Box 300 

Frenchtown, MT 59834 

 SetUp 7:00-9:00AM
 Tear Down 3:00-4:00PM

 Applicant Information 

 City 

Street Address

 State  ZIP Code 

Apartment/Unit #

 Donated 
Item(s) to the
PTA Raffle 

 TABLES NOT AVAILABLE 
MUSTBRING OWNTABLE 

 
☐

 
☐

YES

☐

YES

☐

YES NO

frenchtownptsa@gmail.com 41
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Please provide the following information:

Square Payment QR Code: This link will allow you to choose a digital payment. 

Bronc Booster Mission: 
To promote community involvement and support the academic,

artistic, athletic and extracurricular student activities - and our 

teachers and staff - throughout the school year.

Email Address

Phone Number

Name

Business Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Methods of Payment:

Checks payable to: 

Select the Sponsor Level:

Please send a high-resolution vector image that can be used across all media platforms to:
FRENCHTOWNBRONCBOOSTERS@GMAIL.COM 
Thanks! 

Special Event 
Sponsor

Broncs Booster Committee  Frenchtown Bronc Boosters P.O. Box 43 Frenchtown, MT 59834And then mailed to:

W e a r e a 5 0 1 ( C ) 3 o r g a n i z a t i o n , a n d y o u r d o n a t i o n i s t a x deductible.

$25 $50 $250  $500

A Booster representative
will reach out to you with 
information and details.

43
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406-626-2600
www.ftsd.orgTo Request a Copy of the Minutes Call:
Visit Our Website

SCAN TO VIEW
MEETING MINUTES

August 10, 2026
Special School Board

Meeting Minutes

August 18, 2026
Regular School Board

Meeting Minutes
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