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FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Hello and welcome from the Board of Education to the Fall 2026 edition of The NEST. As we
move through another busy fall season, we are reminded of the many people who make
Hillsboro R-3 a special place for students to learn and grow. We extend our sincere
appreciation to our employees, families, and community members for the countless ways
you support our schools and contribute to the strength of Hawk Nation.

As you will read in this edition of The NEST, our district stands at an important strategic
crossroads. As we consider the opportunities and challenges ahead, the continued

involvement of our entire community will be critical. The future of Hillsboro R-3 is something p

we must navigate together, with shared purpose, thoughtful engagement, and a continued
commitment to what is best for our students.

By moving forward as one Hawk Nation, we can help ensure that Hillsboro R-3 remains
prepared to serve our students now and well into the future. On behalf of the Board of
Education, thank you for your continued partnership and support. With Hawk Pride, we invite
you to enjoy this edition of The NEST | News from Hawk Nation. Go Hawks!

#HAWKPRIDE

a better day starts here

visit us today!
900 Peach Tree Plaza Drive

John Linhorst
Hillshoro R-3 Board President

Upcoming Meetings
Thursday, October 29, 2026
Thursday, November 19, 2026
Thursday, December 17, 2026
Thursday, January 28, 2027
Thursday, February 18, 2027
Thursday, March 18, 2027

2 Youlube

Watch Live or Later on
YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8HNvWKAbr0NC6WG7dkcnLw
https://ameritime.net/
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PRESIDENT: John Linhorst | linhorst_john@hsdr3.org

VICE PRESIDENT: Angie Oshia | oshia_angie@hsdr3.org
TREASURER: Diane Scanga | scanga_diane@hsdr3.org
DIRECTOR: Erick Stephenson | stephenson_erick@hsdr3.org
DIRECTOR: Stephanie Cage | cage_stephanie@hsdr3.org
DIRECTOR: Tina Thebeau | thebeau_tina@hsdr3.org
DIRECTOR: Ryan Read | read_ryan@hsdr3.org

SECRETARY: Betsy Noack | noack_betsy@hsdr3.org

CONTACT US

www.hsdr3.org

Hillsboro R-lll Administration Office: (636) 789-0060
Hillsboro Primary (Early Childhood & grades Kdg & 1):
(636) 789-0050

Hillshoro Elementary (grades 2 & 3): (636) 789-0040
Hillsboro Intermediate (grades 4, 5 & 6): (636) 789-0030
Hillsboro Junior High (grades 7 & 8): (636) 789-0020
Hillshoro High School (grades 9, 10, 11, 12): (636) 789-0010
Hillsboro Learning Center: (636) 789-0086

District Registrar: (636) 789-0007 | fax: (636) 789-4316
Hillsboro Transportation: (636) 789-0081

Hillshoro Technology: (636) 789-0077

ADMINISTRATORS

Amy Phillips-Early Childhood Principal
Shannon Murray - Primary Principal

Eric Detweiler - Elementary Principal
Leslie Marchetti - Intermediate Principal
Dr. Bill Murphy - Junior High Principal
Billy Reece- High School Principal
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Dr. Jon Isaacson - Superintendent

Melissa Hildebrand - Associate Superintendent

Dr. Clay LaRue - Assistant Superintendent, District Operations
Matt Whitehead - Executive Director of Special Services
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ﬁwﬂqw Different Ages. Different Needs. Different
Milestones. One Connected Journey.

One

EARLY CHILDHOOD
Building Curious Minds

PRIMARY
Building the Foundation

ELEMENTARY
Small Feet. Big Steps.

INTERMEDIATE
Developing Independence

JUNIOR HIGH
Finding Your Passion

HIGH SCHOOL
Preparing for What’s Next

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS

Paving Pathways to Success

-

ONE COMMUNITY.



FROM THE DESK OF DR. JON ISAACSON-SUPERINTENDENT
UNDERSTANDING PROPOSITION H-A Decision for Our Community

Dear Hillsboro Community,

On November 3, 2026, Hillshoro R-3 voters will consider Proposition H, a proposed $1.39 increase
per $100 of assessed valuation to the District’s operating tax levy ceiling, beginning with the 2027
assessment year. If approved, the additional revenue would support District operations, existing
programs and staffing, as well as identified safety, facility, and instructional needs.

The proposal comes after years of reductions in the District’s overall tax rate. Hillshoro's tax rate to-
day is lower than it was in 1993. Even at the proposed rate of $4.73, the District’s tax rate would
remain below its 2014 rate. The District has also paid down nearly all of its general obligation bond
debt while reducing its overall tax rate in recent years.

Dr. Jon Isaacson

Proposition H represents a significant request of our community. Questions about its cost, purpose, Superintendent

timing, and long-term impact are important and deserve clear, factual, and transparent answers.

Our community has much to be proud of. Hillshoro's traditions, dedicated employees, and commitment to students provide a
strong foundation for the future. We have reduced debt and lowered tax rates while continuing to invest in our schools. That
history of stewardship matters, and our responsibility to use taxpayer dollars carefully will not change.

In February, community members asked the Board of Education to explore a tax increase for school improvements. They
recognized the District’s financial progress while raising concerns about safety, facilities, and future planning. Facility
assessments, community discussions, and surveys helped shape the proposal explained in these pages.

This is a pivotal moment in our district’s history, not simply because of what we might build, but because of the kind of school
district we want Hillsboro to be.

There is reason to be encouraged by the possibilities ahead, but we must also be candid about the challenges. State funding
shortfalls are placing additional pressure on our budget. Proposition H is therefore about more than new projects. It would also
support the daily operations, people, and programs that serve our students. We must consider both the opportunities we hope
to provide and our ability to sustain them.

The importance of our schools extends beyond families with children in our classrooms. Schools contribute to a community’s
appeal, and research shows that investments in school facilities can influence home values, although effects vary. Property
values, in turn, can affect homeowners’ equity and refinancing options. Schools are one of many factors involved, not a
guarantee of any particular financial outcome, but they are an important part of a community’s long-term strength and
desirability.

The District will live within its means, regardless of the outcome of Proposition H. That is our responsibility to taxpayers, and it
will not change. The question before us is also whether we are comfortable with what those means allow us to provide for our
students and whether the programs, services, and facilities we can sustain meet our expectations for Hillsboro’s future.

That discussion should include how Hillsboro compares with other school districts in Jefferson County, both in the
opportunities available to students and in the financial commitment asked of taxpayers. We should consider what we provide
today, what we can maintain over time, and what we expect from our schools.

Living within our means is a commitment. Deciding what we expect those means to provide is a community conversation. We
recognize that our families and taxpayers must live within their means as well, and both responsibilities deserve careful
consideration.

| encourage every resident to review the detailed information included in this edition of the Nest and on the District’s
Proposition H webpage and to ask questions. If | can provide additional information or help clarify any part of the proposal,
please contact me directly at isaacson_jon@hsdr3.org or call my direct line at 636-789-0064.

Please take the time to review the facts, ask questions, and make an informed decision.
Dr. Jon Isaacson

Superintendent



PROPOSITION H

A History of Financial Stewardship

Decisions already made to manage District resources

GRANTS SECURED LESS HVAC BORROWING PURCHASES ADJUSTED

$739,516 $2.5 million $359,000

Greenhouse and new high school High school HVAC down payment; Deferred purchases included two
CTE culinary kitchen, plus other estimated $878,349 in interest buses and Intermediate
student resources. avoided. playground fencing.

Executive Administration Services (Function 2320)

2018 2025
$1,974,147 iy $933.116

52.7%decline

Salaries and benefits in Executive Administration Services declined from 2018 to 2025.

The district has remained committed to evaluating staffing needs and ensuring that resources are used as efficiently
and effectively as possible. While employee salaries have increased, overall spending has decreased as the district has
carefully reviewed positions and vacancies, particularly within the Administrative Office. This ongoing evaluation has
allowed the district to maximize available resources while continuing to meet the needs of students and staff.
Source: DESE Annual Secretary Board Report.

2025 Administrator-to-StudentRatio

r N

Hillsboro State Average

administrator administrator
A /175 || & 175

students students J

. 7 -

Hillsboro had more students per administrator than the state average in 2025.

Continued focus on efficiencies and restructuring to maximize resources.

ONE DISTRICT. ONE COMMUNITY. ONE FUTURE.




PROPOSITION H

Tax Rates in Context

6 Consecutive Years of Tax Rate Reductions

e Staircase of Savings i

The Hillsboro R-3
tax rate is now

lower than
£ 40000 approximately 85%
— of Missouri school
,‘3 districts.
3.5500 -
(Note: Many of the
1993 Tax Rate remaining 15% are
Baseline smaller rural or K-8

($3.5500) districts).

3.0000

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

2026 Jefferson County
School District Tax Rates

Tax rate per $100 of assessed valuation

e Dunklin 4.8569 &
H ow Windsor 47613
Sunrise 4.6724
HILLSBORO conte
Crystal City 4.6681
Compares Aiarson e
\ DeSoto 4.3890
Northwest 4.2956
Fox 4.1867
Festus 39501+ 12530 bowr
Hillsboro 3.4371 - _ I lowest district_ W
[ ]
EYE Hillsboro has the
LRSS | EARN MORE ON lowest tax rate

in Jefferson County.

i L 12
M%%:ﬂ. OUR WEBSITE

o o, feed oy than the next thanthe high

= . - ghest
rEleed! Lk 0'5530 lowest district district
=" s L] (Festus). mr i

Source: 2026 Jefferson County school district tax rates.

ONE DISTRICT. ONE COMMUNITY. ONE FUTURE.




PROPOSITION H

Debt and State Funding
Nearly $27.7 Million in GO Bond Debt Paid Off

Dlstrlct GO debt will be fuIIy paid off at the end of this fiscal year.

$27.7

ogge® | i N
Million | r \ \ s &
R g “ -~
General Obligation G, o -
) u B _— |

Bond Debt
in 2019
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2026-2027
GO Bond Debt
by end of FY 2026-2027
o DISCIPLINED
BUDGETING @  MILLIONS —~ STRONGER
: = Po SCHOOLS
V As debt was paid off, the Board _— IN SAVINGS ® e° P :
of Education reduced the tax rate gz } ..‘ The District continued to
rather than putting a ‘No Tax A Paying off the debt early manage resources responsibly
Increase’ request on the ballot will save taxpayers while maintaining strong reserves,
. millions in interest. investing in our employees,

reducing the tax rate for district

residents and expanding educational

opportunities.

What Changed in State Funding?

Missouri is not fully funding its school funding formula, and Hillshoro
is feeling the impact.
Hillsboro's estimated state funding reductions: .

2025-26: $713,000

2026-27: $786,445 projected
That is approximately $1.5 million less over two years.

When state funding falls short, the difference has to be addressed in state fundin ver tw .
locally. For Hillsboro, that means either additional local revenue or stateiu gove O years

additional budget reductions. Because the District already operates lean, S | 2025-26: damby | 2026-27:
continued reductions increasingly affect students, staffing, programs, 2] -$73,000 [::0| -$786,445
. oy . . . . S . 7 projec‘ted

services, and opportunities. This is one of the financial realities behind
Proposition H.

When state funding falls short,

Simply put: if revenue does not come in, the District must reduce districts must either add local
spending. We will live within our means. 9V Enkis ERPeEli:o Ran nE:

ONE DISTRICT. ONE COMMUNITY. ONE FUTURE.




PROPOSITION H

What Would Proposition H Support?

OPERATIONS COME FIRST

Existing programs, staffing, student services, daily operations, and facility needs.

SAFETY + ACCESS TRAFFIC + FACILITIES LEARNING SPACES

Secured high school entrance; Road, parking, pickup, athletic, High school fine arts rooms and
cameras and doors; playground and fine arts facility storm shelter; Bridle Ridge CTE
safety, security, and improvements districtwide. facility that may also serve as a
accessibility. community storm shelter.

SAFE SCHOOLS.

X
—t&'r%- STRONG SCHOOLS.

On November 3, the Hillshoro School District will ask voters to consider Proposition H, which would bring impactful upgrades
to district facilities and educational programs benefiting our students, staff and community. The ballot initiative would help
enhance our community schools, improving security while preparing the future workforce and elevating the staff and student
experience through high-quality learning environments and expanded amenities.

STRONG COMMUNITY.

Throughout the summer, we've listened intently to community input to Sample Secure Entry
develop a list of priorities for the future of Hillsboro schools. Phase one —
of these projects, if funded through the ballot initiative, could include: ﬂ =

 Hillsboro High School Secure Entry e

 District-Wide Security Improvements,
including cameras and keyless entry

 Playground Upgrades

* Road, Parking, and Traffic improvements

» Safer Student Drop-off/Pick Up Areas

L .

* Athletic Facility Improvements Please vote on November 3 as we work to protect our

« Fine Arts & Performing Arts Upgrades legacy while we plan for what comes next for our
students, staff and Hawk community.
* High School Band, Choir, and Drama Classrooms B e isit

www.hsdr3.org/page/referendum-2026

PLEASE VOTE
PROP H NOVEMBER 3RD



https://www.hsdr3.org/page/referendum-2026

PROPOSITION H

Potential Projects

Hillsboro Primary School

Bridle Ridge Acres Farm

1.Waod Shop & Welding Lab
2. Kew Comenunity Restrosens & Concessions

***These conceptual examples are planning tools used to estimate
costs and illustrate the proposed space. They are not final
renderings. Final projects and designs will be developed if the
referendum is approved.

Hillsbore High School Athletic Complex

1, M BaseballSoftball Rekds
2. Upgraded Terf

3, Mo Pirrieny Lt

4. hew Rioad

ADA Ramps
Fleld Mamtenance

Hillsboro High School

SAFE SCHOOLS.
STRONG SCHOOLS.

STRONG
COMMUNITY. s




PROPOSITION H

What Would the Increase Cost?

The proposed increase is significant, but it follows nearly a decade of tax-rate reductions. For a $200,000 appraised-total
home, school taxes would rise from about $1,306 today to $1,797 under Proposition H. That is close to what the same-value
home would have paid 20 years ago ($1,744), 10 years ago ($1,784), and 5 years ago ($1,755). The proposed tax rate of
about $4.73 would be about 4 cents higher than in 2017 and would still be lower than Hillsboro's tax rate in 2014.

[ || | | SAFE SCHOOLS.
'ﬁrrr‘a- STRONG SCHOOLS. Pllrirngl:tgusm!r;l;lcgnNLs.H

‘tt, | STRONG INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITY.
COMMUNITY. TAX RATE HISTORY & TAX IMPACT

Jefferson County 2007 2017 2021 2026 2027

Assessor Appra[sed 20 years ago 10 years ago 5 years ago Current Proposed - Prop H

Total Tax Rate: 4.589 Tax Rate: 4.6944 Tax Rate: 4.6185 Tax Rate: 3.4371 Tax Rate: 4.73
Taxes Paid Taxes Pald Taxes Pald Taxes Paid Taxes Pald

$100,000 $872 $892 $878 $653 $899
$200,000 $1,744 $1,784 HSS $1,306 $1,797
$300,000 $2,616 $2,676 $2,633 $1,959 52,696
$400,000 $3,488 $3,568 $3,510 $2,612 53,595
$500,000 $4,360 54,460 $4,388 $3,265 54,494
$600,000 $5,231 $5,352 $5,265 $3,918 55,392
$700,000 $6,103 $6,244 $6,143 $4,571 $6,291
$800,000 $6,975 $7,135 $7,020 $5,224 $7,190

To find the value used to figure out your property taxes, visit the Jefferson County Property Viewer at
https:/www.jeffcomo.gov/168/GIS-Data-Maps. You can search for your home or property and see the
appraised total and assessed value set by the Jefferson County Assessor. Your property taxes are based
on the assessed value—not on what you paid for your home or what you think it could sell for today.

Jefferson
County Assessor

HAT A TAx RAT
~ N ‘CAN uv' ,A

Think about it like buying a car. Imagine two families are shopping
for a dependable vehicle. One family has a $34,300 budget, while
the other has a $48,500 budget. Both families can purchase a car,
but their choices may be different. The larger budget may provide
the opportunity to purchase a newer vehicle with lower mileage,
additional safety features, or other options.

School funding works similarly. Communities can choose different
levels of local investment, and there is nothing inherently right or
wrong about those choices. But districts operating with
substantially different tax rates do not have the same amount of
comparable local revenue available to provide staffing, programs,
facilities, safety improvements, and opportunities for their students ke w“gfgﬁ&w:ﬂ:ﬂ';mﬂs z
and community. ypethaticalBustraton » Evey commanity chooses s proftie

More fundiy
Mlﬂahleﬂs

L

You can choose the lower price. You just cannot reasonably expect
it to buy the same thing.

ONE DISTRICT. ONE COMMUNITY. ONE FUTURE.



https://www.jeffcomo.gov/168/GIS-Data-Maps

PROPOSITION H

Review the Facts. Ask Questions

What the two outcomes would mean for the District

IF APPROVED IF NOT APPROVED

The increase would not take effect, and
the projects would not proceed as
proposed. Additional reductions would
begin, with programs, services,
transportation and staffing increasingly
part of the review. The Board would
determine specific changes.

The proposed increase would begin in
the 2027 tax year. Additional local
revenue would support operations and
the identified projects. Planning and
budget oversight would continue.

BEFORE YOU VOTE

NOVEMBER 3, 2026

Read the ballot language, project information, videos, surveys, and planning records at
hsdr3.org/page/referendum-2026.

Questions?

Contact Dr. Jon Isaacson at isaacson_jon@hsdr3.org or 636-789-0064. The District
information page also lists 636-789-0000, ext. 6004.

SAFE SCHOOLS.
STRONG SCHOOLS.

STRONG
COMMUNITY.

PLEASE VOTE

NOVEMBER 3RD


https://www.hsdr3.org/page/referendum-2026

CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT NEWS

Understanding Missouri's A-F Report Card and Annual Performance Report

Welcome back to another school year! We are excited to have our students and staff back in our buildings,
and we are pleased to share that the year is off to a great start. There is always a special energy that
comes with the beginning of a new school year as students reconnect with friends, teachers welcome new
classes, and our school community settles into new routines. We appreciate the continued support of our
families and community as we work together to provide the best possible educational experiences for our
students.

As we begin the year, we also want to help our families and community better understand how school per-
formance is measured and reported in Missouri. You may hear more this year about the state’s A-F
School Report Card, while also being familiar with the Annual Performance Report (APR). Although both
provide information about school performance, they are different accountability measures and serve dif-
ferent purposes. Understanding those differences can help put the information you see and hear about Melissa Hildebrand, Ed.S.

our schools into the proper context. Associate Superintendent
What is the A-F School Report Card?

Missouri's A=F School Report Card is designed to provide the public with a snapshot of school performance. Schools receive a letter
grade—A, B, C, D, or F—based on measures established by the state.

The goal of the A-F system is to take pieces of school performance information and summarize them in a format that is familiar to
families and community members. Because the information is condensed into a single letter grade, it provides a quick overview but
does not tell the complete story of a school or district.

What is the Annual Performance Report?

The Annual Performance Report (APR) is part of Missouri’s school accountability system and provides a much more detailed look at
district and school performance. The APR is connected to the Missouri School Improvement Program (MSIP 6), the state’s framework
for reviewing and accrediting public school districts.

Rather than reducing performance to a single letter grade, the APR examines multiple measures and trends. These include areas such
as academic achievement, student growth, subgroup performance, attendance, graduation rates, and college and career readiness.

The APR also allows districts to look more closely at performance over time. This is particularly important because one year of assess-
ment results provides only a snapshot. Examining trends, student growth, and cohort information helps educators better understand
where students are succeeding and where additional attention may be needed.

Why Might the Two Look Different?

It is possible for a school’s A-F grade and its APR results to appear different because the two systems are not calculated in exactly the
same way. They may use some of the same underlying data, but the measures, calculations, weighting, and purposes of the two
systems differ.

Think of it this way: the A-F Report Card is a simplified public snapshot, while the APR is a more detailed accountability report used to
examine performance across multiple indicators and over time.

Neither measure should be considered in isolation. Assessment scores, student growth, attendance, graduation, college and career
readiness, classroom performance, and other local measures all contribute to understanding how well a school district is serving its
students.

Looking Beyond a Single Number or Letter

At Hillsboro R-Ill, we believe meaningful school improvement requires looking beyond any single score, percentage, or letter grade.
State accountability measures provide valuable information, but they are most useful when combined with the many other data points
our teachers and administrators use throughout the year.

Our focus remains on identifying areas of strength, recognizing opportunities for growth, and using reliable data to make instructional
decisions that benefit students.

As additional state accountability information becomes available, we will continue sharing results with our Board of Education, staff,
families, and community. Most importantly, we will continue using that information to support our commitment to educating and

inspiring the learners of today and the leaders of tomorrow.
12



DISTRICT OPERATIONS NEWS

Planning Today, Protecting Tomorrow: Hillshoro R-3 Operations Update

Much of the work of Hillsboro R-3's Operations Department happens behind the scenes. From main-
taining facilities and improving school security to keeping buses safely on the road, our goal is
simple: provide safe, functional, and well-maintained environments while being responsible stewards
of district resources.

Planning for Our Facilities

" Hillsboro R-3 continues to move from reactive repairs toward a more pro-
active approach to facility maintenance. By establishing predictable maint-

enance and replacement schedules for roofs, HVAC equipment, asphalt, Wl
masonry, and other major systems, we can extend the life of district Dr. Clay LaRue
assets, reduce unexpected expenses, and better plan for future costs. Assistant Superintendent

To support this effort, the district has partnered with Hollis + Miller Architects and Bond Architect
o R e to complete a comprehensive facilities assessment and develop a long-term planning platform.
" This work will help us identify deferred maintenance needs, estimate costs, prioritize projects, and
plan expenses across multiple budget years—providing better information for thoughtful and financially responsible
decisions.

Strengthening Safety Across the District
Safety remains a major priority. This year, Hillsboro R-3 added dedicated School Safety Officers throughout the district and

implemented weapons screening at Hillsboro High School and Junior High.

detection system. Used in healthcare facilities, museums, parks, zoos, and other high-traffic environ- |}~ # gt «

ments across the country, Evolv allows individuals to move through screening at a normal walking 4

pace while helping safety personnel identify potential threats. Hillsboro R-3 will be the first school X
===

Beginning October 2, our current metal detectors will be replaced by the Evolv Express weapons P -
4

district in Missouri to implement this technology.

- _—

Technology is only one part of school safety. Our approach includes trained personnel, controlled

access, cameras, emergency preparedness, weapons screening, partnerships with first responders, and strong relationships
with students and staff. The proposed tax levy will only strengthen district security efforts. The goal is to remain proactive
rather than reactive.

Transportation Fleet Cost Rising

Maintaining a safe and dependable transportation fleet also requires careful planning as the cost of buses, parts, fuel, and
maintenance continues to rise. In 2020, the district purchased a 77-passenger bus with air conditioning for $91,421. By
December 2024, a comparable bid had risen to $149,539—an increase of more than $58,000, or 63.5% in four years.

Those increases make responsible fleet management more important than ever. Our Transportation and Operations teams
continue to carefully evaluate replacement schedules and maintain our existing buses while keeping student safety at the
forefront.

Whether maintaining a roof, planning future facility needs, investing in school safety, or extending the life of a bus, the
common theme is planning ahead. By making informed decisions today, we can protect our community’s investment and
better prepare Hillsboro R-3 for the needs of tomorrow.

Join Our Team! [BlfF%

Now hiring BUS DRIVERS and
MAINTENANCE workers forthe =g

2026-27 school year. @n:.‘-ﬂ_ﬁ'g} Ii_l
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www.RobertsWootenZimmer.com

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

Personal Injury * Medical Malpractice * Wrongful Death * Workers
Compensation * Real Estate * Social Security Disability * Business Law
Criminal * Traffic * Estate Planning and Probate * Family Law
10438 Business 21 -P.O. Box 888, Hillsboro,Missouri 63050

(636) 7972693
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. ONE FUTURE.

ONE DISTRICT. (e

One Journey

A student’s journey through the Hillshoro R-3 School District is made up of
thousands of moments.

The first question asked. The first book read independently. The first time a student
discovers a talent, takes the lead or begins imagining what life after graduation
could look like.

’
Individually, these moments may seem small. Together, they become something ,*
]

i BUILDI
much b|gger_ NG CURIOUS MINDS

l‘ Early Childhood
Look across our district, and you can see how the pieces connect. '
\ nup
A preschool student stacking blocks is learning to solve a problem. A primary ‘\ -
student sounding out a difficult word is learning to persevere. An elementary '\

student presenting a project is developing confidence. An intermediate student
managing an assignment is practicing independence. A junior high student trying
something new is discovering an interest. A high school student is beginning to turn
that interest into a plan. And a Career and Technical Education student applying

skills in an authentic setting is seeing how learning connects to life beyond school. e

Each moment builds upon the one before it. / BUILDING THE FOUNDATION
\ Primary

Every building plays a unique role in that journey, but no classroom, teacher or "

school carries the responsibility alone. Our students grow through years of learning *,
and experiences, supported by educators, staff, families and a community invested
in their future.

Different ages. Different needs. Different milestones.

But one connected journey.
One DISTRICT. One COMMUNITY. One FUTURE.

We are #BoroBuilt.
WE ARE HILLSBORO.
We are #HawkStrong. LT,
DEVELOPING INDEPENDENCE SMALL FEET. BIG STEPS.
Intermediate v Elementary

N

PAVING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS
FINDING YOUR PASSION PREPARING FOR WHAT’S NEXT College & Career Readiness
Junior High High School
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EARLY CHILDHOOD

BUILDJNG CURIOUS

Hillsboro Early Childhood: Discovering a Love for Learning

Early childhood is a special time filled with growth, wonder, and discovery.

During these important early years, children begin to understand who they are

as learners and as members of their school community. With the encourage-

ment of our dedicated staff, students follow their natural curiosity by asking
questions, exploring new ideas, and making connections to the world around them.

At Hillsboro Early Childhood, we create an environment where children feel supported
and encouraged to learn, grow, and be themselves. Each day brings opportunities to
explore, create, and discover through art, music, movement, play, and other hands-on
experiences. These meaningful activities allow children to express themselves,
follow their interests, and experience the joy of learning.

Students are also developing important social and emotional skills. They learn
to make friends, share, work together, and become more independent. Through
these everyday interactions, children build confidence and discover what

it means to be part of a caring classroom community.

We are grateful to be part of these important early years and to provide a place
where students feel valued, encouraged, and excited to learn.

Every question, every discovery, and every new experience helps build the
confidence and curiosity to take the next step.

Q, O ¥

EXPLORE DISCOVER BELONG

o =" — fpr— — T ——
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ONE DISTRICT. ONE COMMUNITY.



https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0DMF2RTV9/ref=ox_sc_act_title_2?smid=A294P4X9EWVXLJ&th=1

HILLSBORO EARLY CHILDHOOD NEWS

Grandparents Day

Hillsboro Early Childhood celebrated its first official Grandparents Day,
welcoming more than 300 grandparents and special guests for a memorable
day together.

Students kicked off the celebration by singing a special song before spending
time with their guests making matching friendship bracelets and enjoying a
special treat.

The day was a wonderful reminder of the important role grandparents, family
members, and other special people play in the lives of our students—loving,
encouraging, and supporting them as they learn and grow.

- Hillshoro Early Childhood Puts Safety First

Hillsboro Early Childhood faculty and staff prepared
for the new school year by completing CPR and AED
training. The training strengthened their knowledge

N and skills to respond quickly and appropriately in an
" emergency.

| This important preparation reflects our commitment to
= providing a safe, caring environment where the health
| and well-being of every student and staff member is a
priority. 17




PRIMARY

At Hillsboro Primary School, we believe the earliest years of a child’s
education establish the foundation for a lifetime of learning. Kinder-
garten and first grade are pivotal years when students develop the
knowledge, skills, confidence, and curiosity that will shape their
educational journey.

We are the foundation.

Our mission is to create a safe, welcoming, and engaging learning
environment where every child is challenged, supported, and inspired
to grow. We believe all students are capable of learning, and we are
committed to providing high-quality instruction and meaningful learn-
ing experiences that help each child reach their potential.

We build strong academic foundations in literacy and mathematics.
Through intentional instruction, students develop phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary, reading comprehension, writing skills, number
sense, mathematical reasoning, and problem-solving abilities. These
essential skills provide the building blocks for continued academic success.

But the foundation extends beyond academics. Students learn to ask
questions, think critically, persevere through challenges, collaborate with
others, and take increasing ownership of their learning.

At Hillsboro Primary, every child deserves a strong start. We strive to make
these first years purposeful, joyful, and academically rich—building not only
what students know, but who they are becoming as learners.

We build strong beginnings.

We grow confident learners. _“_
We lay the foundation for a lifetime of possibility. e

BELONG

g
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ONE COMMUNITY.




HILLSBORO PRIMARY NEWS

Summer Reading BINGO!

Congratulations to our three students who completed the Summer g
Reading BINGO Challenge' They read books of their choice and found Jaes
unique and creative ways to enjoy reading all summer long. We are ®
so proud of their dedication and love of reading! Way to go, readers!

In picture (L to R): Bennett Mesey, Maci Jones, & Leighton Gillman
e

% Morning Meetings

Morning meetings bring students and staff together four days each week to begin
the day connected, informed, and ready to learn.

Each morning includes the Pledge of Allegiance, Hawk Ready Code of Conduct,
daily announcements, student recognitions, staff shout-outs, and our daily chant.

These gatherings reinforce schoolwide expectations, celebrate successes, build
school pride, and strengthen a sense of belonging. Students begin the day
knowing what is expected, what is happening, and that they are an important part
—J—= & of our school community.

\*%:\‘ When students feel connected, they are better prepared to learn, participate, and
— (]

e S

The NED Show: The Power of Yet!

Primary students kicked off the school year with The NED Show, an engaging assembly that combined impressive yo-yo
tricks with lessons about growth mindset, perseverance, and encouraging others.

Students learned about the power of “yet"—changing “I can't do it” to “I can’t do it... yet!” This simple shift reminds students
that learning and growth take practice, patience, and perseverance.

These lessons encourage our Hawks to embrace challenges, support one another, and believe in their ability to learn and
grow.

N - Never Give Up
E - Encourage Others
D - Do Your Best

C )
#HAWKSTRONG
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ELEMENTARY

SMW” FEET.

At Hillsboro Elementary, the early elementary years are an important part of
a child’s educational journey. Each day, students build a strong foundation
while developing the confidence, independence, and love of learning they
will carry with them throughout Hillsboro R-3.

Building Strong Academic Skills
Reading, writing, and mathematics are at the heart of learning. Students
grow into more confident readers, writers, and problem-solvers as they
progress from writing simple sentences to creating stories, from basic £
math facts to multi-digit addition and subtraction, and from proper
letter formation to learning cursive in third grade. Along the way,
students are encouraged to discover books they enjoy and develop
a love of reading.

Supporting Our Gifted Learners ;
Our Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) program provides identi- ®
fied students with opportunities to explore new ideas, think criti-
cally and creatively, solve problems, and challenge themselves
while supporting their individual learning needs.

Growing Great Students and Great Citizens

Learning extends beyond academics. Through our Character
Education program, students develop qualities such as respect,
kindness, honesty, responsibility, and perseverance. They learn that
being a great student also means being a good friend, classmate, and
member of their community.

At Hillsboro Elementary, each new skill, challenge, and accomplish-
ment is another step forward—little feet taking big steps toward all

that comes next.
'y 1
@ S *

LEARN EXPLORE ACHIEVE BELONG

DTS -~ . — fpr— —_ —
L. — = "o paree— --- - - e

ONE DISTRICT. ONE COMMUNITY.




HILLSBORO ELEMENTARY NEWS

Elementary Open House

Hillsboro Elementary welcomed families back for Open House on August 19, with an incredible %
95% of families in attendance! Students toured the school, met their teachers, and got a first
look at the newly renovated library before kicking off the new school year.

Friendship in a Cup s o e PRI TR ERE S

Mrs. Gentry's second graders kicked off the school year by learning what it means to be a good friend. After reading about
friendship, students worked together to make “Friendship in a Cup”—a fun way to build kindness, connection, and a positive
classroom community.

mﬂ,sw (20 )

Constitution Day

Each year on September 17, Americans recognize Constitution Day, marking =
the signing of the United States Constitution in 1787. y

At Hillsboro Elementary, students participated in activities to learn why the M
Constitution was created, how it established the framework for our < g
government, and the role it continues to play today.

These experiences helped students connect classroom learning to the
history and principles that helped shape our nation.

'k“"‘@’{r #HAWKSTRONG



THANK YOU

TO OUR SPONSORS

4 e !
’_ DIRECT
R YWALL At First State Community Bank, commnity is not only in our

name, it is in everything we do. Supportin, gth communities

o e is than just a it's Wi ill
HANGING @ TAPING @ PAINTING ot s"ﬁg'.fotgjm e

DOUG CAMPBELL i |@ First State

314.808.6771 Commumty Bank

01(636) 78

CROSBY DOOR LLC SUPPLY

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

314-210-4146

Schneider

The Proud Energy Savings
Partner of Hillsboro R-3 Schools
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR HILLSBORO R-IIl SPONSORS

LORENE HOLST
SIDNEY FLORENCE

—— REAL ESTATE —

8146814728 R
6965484675 |l

636.937.7727
Mainkey.net

FARMHOUSE
Style Boutique

101 Main Street
Festus, MO 63028
636-465-0633
Hours: Tues-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4
Closed Mondays

ALWAYS BE

.| CELEBRATING 3-.«56’

ok 636-285-3288


https://farmhousestylefestus.com/
http://mainkey.net/

INTERMEDIATE

DEVELOPIN

e’

The intermediate years are an important bridge in a student’s educational
journey. At Hillsboro Intermediate, we intentionally help students move
from the structure of elementary school toward the greater independence
they will experience in junior high and high school.

Building Independence by Design

That transition happens gradually. In fourth grade, students begin learn- ¥
ing to balance the expectations and routines of two core teachers. As they
progress through fifth and sixth grade, they experience more transitions,
work with additional teachers, and take greater responsibility for managing
their school day.

Each step is intentional. We don’t expect independence to happen overnight—
we build it by design. Students are given the support they need while learning
to manage responsibilities, adapt to new expectations, and become more
confident in their abilities.

Growing Beyond the Classroom

Independence is about more than academics. It also means discovering ‘
interests, developing leadership skills, building relationships, and learn- B
ing how to contribute to a community.

Students have opportunities to grow through Student Council and
Character Council, where they can take an active role in shaping their
school community. Experiences such as the POW/MIA Vigil and an up-
coming music and choir trip to a Cardinals game help students connect
classroom learning with the world around them.

Through Drama Club, Running Club, Game Club, Reading Club, and other :
activities, students can explore interests, build friendships, and discover new ways to become involved.

Ready for the Next Step

Throughout these intermediate years, students are learning to take more ownership of their education and of themselves. With
educators providing a steady safety net, students have room to practice, make decisions, take on new responsibilities, and build
confidence.

Step by step, they are developing the independence they will need for junior high, high school, and the journey ahead.

v 222
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HILLSBORO INTERMEDIATE NEWS

Remembering Through Learning

On September 18, Hillsboro R-3 students and community members participated in our .
POW/MIA Vigil, held from 6:00 a.m. to midnight to honor our Nation’s Prisoners of War and " [
those who remain Missing in Action.

Students stood outside in silence, holding flags and signs as a visible reminder that they

are not forgotten. They also learned about the Missing Man Table and the symbolism of

each item, “The Box,” representing conditions endured by prisoners of war, and the
Battlefield Cross, honoring fallen service members.

Through participation, learning, and reflection, students gained a deeper understanding of &
sacrifice, remembrance, and gratitude.

We remember. We honor. We do not forget.

Learning to Lead

With greater independence comes greater opportunity to take ownership and
lead. At Hillsboro Intermediate, students can step into leadership roles through
Student Council, Character Council, clubs, and other school activities.

These opportunities give students a voice, encourage them to take initiative, and
teach them how to work with others, make decisions, and take responsibility.

S a As students discover that their ideas and actions matter, they begin to see
- fw,;ih themselves not just as participants in their school—but as leaders within it.

e e SO
Leadership in Action: Red Ribbon Week

Hillsboro Intermediate Character Council students recently prepared for Red Ribbon Week through special training focused
on healthy choices and substance-use prevention.

Students learned about the meaning behind Red Ribbon Week and participated in discussions and activities about making
safe decisions and encouraging their peers to do the same.

The experience gave Character Council students an opportunity to take what they learned and put their leadership into
action, helping share the message of healthy choices throughout their school.




Junior High

FIN
ovyyY

Junior high is a time when students begin asking new questions: What interests me? ‘
What am I good at? What could my future look like?

NG YOUR

Although students spend only two years at Hillsboro Junior High, those years provide
an important opportunity to explore those questions. Along with a strong academic
foundation, HJH continues to expand learning experiences that introduce students to
potential careers, develop practical skills and create connections to opportunities
awaiting them in high school and beyond.

Through Medical Detectives, part of the Project Lead The Way Gateway program, stud-
ents investigate concepts connected to medicine and biomedical science. The course
provides an early introduction to a pathway that can continue through Hillsboro High
School and Jefferson College. Coding offers a similar opportunity, introducing
students to computer science through hands-on learning and exploration of careers
in technology.

Students interested in culinary and life skills can explore Introduction and Advanced
Consumer Science as well as the popular Taste of Cultures course. These experiences |
build practical skills while creating a foundation for Hillsboro High School's profes-
sional culinary program.

Learning also extends beyond the traditional classroom. Outdoor Education introduces survival and

orienteering skills, with students having the opportunity to earn their Missouri Department of Conservation certification
through the Hunter Education exam. Through Agriculture in America, students attend class at Bridle Ridge, where they
experience agriculture firsthand and begin learning about an industry that plays an important role in our community.

Qualified students can even begin challenging themselves with high school-level math and English courses for high school
credit.

And these are only part of the opportunities available. Fine arts, performing arts, athletics, leadership organizations and
student activities give students additional ways to try something new, develop their talents and discover where they belong.

Junior high isn't about having the future figured out. It's about having opportunities to explore it.

Every class taken, activity tried and new experience gives students another chance to discover an interest, recognize a
strength or imagine a possibility they hadn't considered before.

At Hillsboro Junior High, that's what Finding Your Passion is all about.

AR @

ACADEMICS ELECTIVES CLUBS & ATHLETICS EXPLORATION LEADERSHIP
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HILLSBORO JUNIOR HIGH NEWS

Finding Your Place on the Stage

We are extremely proud of our award winning performing arts programs at [
Hillsboro Junior High. This year alone we have nearly 100 students in %
Choir, and over 100 students in band.

These groups put on some impressive performances both at our school
concerts and at regional competitions. If you haven't had a chance to see |
them in action, mark your calendars for the Band Concert on 12/15 and the

Choir Concert on 12/21! ‘

Our sports teams are off to a great start this school year. Our football team is 3-1, volleyball is 9-4, boys cross country has
3 wins, girls cross country has 3 top ten finishes, and our cheerleaders and Jr Hawkettes dance team have been there to
cheer on our teams and show their support the whole way.

Even more exciting is the combined 3.606 GPA our 150+ student-athletes posted at mid-quarter. Representing the Junior
High and Hillsboro R3, they recognize the importance of performing in the classroom just as much as they do on the court or
on the field. If you haven't already had a chance, come out to one of our games or meets and cheer on our kids. Go Hawks!

VonArxt1 i

Engineering

636-797-8425
www.vonarxengineering.com
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Kress Farm

Garden Preserve

5137 Glade Chapel Rd.
Hillsboro, MO 63050

_Open to the Public For:
Native Plant Sales

(]

e Monthly Speakers %
* Potluck 2" sunday Septembe; 11,2027
e Hiking Trails

e Shelter Caves 5

e Local honey, jams, & jellies

Free gift ($12 value) with this ad and the
purchase of a Native Plant.
Volunteer Opportunities are available

- forthe community.
WE SELL MISSOURI
NATIVE PLANTS

Follow Us! 14" .
Visit our website:
Ok www.KressFarm.org

Email us:
farmkress@gmail.com

hY
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KEEP YOUR ENGINE RUNNING SMOOTH!

Earn While
You Learn!

Employees can unlock tuition
assistance and more through our
Archways to Opportunity benefit.

POUBLE D'S
PIZZERIA

Great Food
and
Fundraising Opportunities

www.ddpizzeria.com
314-472-7600


https://www.facebook.com/KFGPHillsboro

LOOKING FOR AN
EYE DOCTOR
NEAR YOU?

- BN
Dr. Ryan Read

l_ S

Q@ 10640 Old Hwy 21 in Hillsboro

your we]]bemg
life 1 inaway that

Hillsboro
HealthMart,

10666 Bus 21 | Hillsboro, Mo
636.797.3468

LEGACY SERVICE

AND SUPPLY

"314-775-4793

* Vaccinations
* Deliveriesin5  * Speed
Mile Radius e



https://stores.healthmart.com/hillsboropharmacy/stores.aspx

HIGH SCHOOL

At Hillsboro High School, the interests and skills students have developed through-
out their educational journey begin to turn into plans for what comes next.

For some students, that means college. For others, it means career training, earning %
industry credentials, entering the workforce, or exploring a path they may not have
considered before. Our goal is to provide opportunities that help every student
discover where they want to go—and prepare them to get there.

Through partnerships with area colleges, HHS students can begin earning college
credit before graduation. Those colleges and universities include Jefferson
College, Missouri Baptist University, Southeast Missouri University, and Saint
Louis University. Last year, students completed 1,647 Dual Credit hours and 1,076
Dual Enrollment hours, while eight students earned an associate degree alongside
their high school diploma. More than 100 graduates qualified for the A+
Scholarship, representing over $1.5 million in scholarship funds.

Career preparation is another important pathway. This year, 98 HHS students are F¥ge=
enrolled in Jefferson College’s ATS program, exploring careers ranging from Y
welding, construction and automotive technology to health sciences, education,
digital media and culinary arts. '

Opportunities continue on the HHS campus through courses in Industrial Arts,
Business, Agriculture, Family and Consumer Sciences, Project Lead the Way,
fine arts and more. Last year, 23 students earned Industry Recognized Credentials,
gaining skills that can help prepare them for employment or continued education.

Courses are only part of the high school experience. Clubs, athletics, organizations
and extracurricular activities give students additional opportunities to explore
interests, build confidence, develop leadership skills and find where they belong.

At HHS, preparing for what's next doesn't mean preparing every student for the
same destination. It means helping each student find a pathway forward.

Different pathways. Different goals. One future.

M o | & | e |
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HILLSBORO HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

Homecoming Week: Hawk Pride in Action

Homecoming Week was packed with school spirit, friendly competition,
and Hawk Pride! Students celebrated throughout the week with spirit
days and competitions, leading up to a full day of Homecoming
traditions on Friday.

The day featured the return of Powder Puff Football and Glitter
Puff Volleyball, along with cornhole, karaoke, crafts, face
painting, games, and a Homecoming Pep Assembly. The
Senior Class earned bragging rights, taking home victories
in both Powder Puff and Glitter Puff.

P,

N
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That afternoon, Hawk Pride filled the community during the
Homecoming Parade, bringing students, programs, youth
organizations, families, and community members together in celebration. The excitement continued that evening with a
rivalry football game against Festus and a packed stadium.

Homecoming festivities concluded Saturday with nearly 700 students attending the Homecoming Dance. Congratulations
to the 2026 HHS Homecoming King and Queen, Ryan Russell and Charli Strite!

A special thank-you goes to HHS Student Council for the planning, leadership, and hard work that made Homecoming
Week a success.
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS

PAVING PATHWAYS TO POST- SECONDARY

707214

The Hillsboro R-1ll School District is proud to provide students with a variety of
opportunities designed to prepare them for success after high school. Through Career
and Technical Education (CTE), the Area Technical School at Jefferson College, dual
credit, dual enrollment, and Early College opportunities, Hillsboro students can explore
career interests, develop valuable skills, earn industry credentials, and begin
accumulating college credit before graduation.

Our goal is to help students discover the pathway that is right for them. Whether a
student plans to attend college, enter the workforce, pursue technical training, or earn
an industry credential, these programs provide meaningful experiences that connect
classroom learning with future opportunities.

Career and Technical Education: Learning With a Purpose

Career and Technical Education gives students the opportunity to connect
academics with practical, hands-on learning. Hillsboro High School offers a broad
range of CTE courses that allow students to explore potential careers while develop-
ing technical skills, problem-solving abilities, teamwork, communication, and other
skills that will benefit them long after graduation.

This year, student participation across our on-campus career clusters
demonstrates the wide variety of opportunities available:

 Agriculture — 131 students

 Business Finance — 202 students

e Business Management — 224 students

e Marketing — 93 students

 Child Development — 72 students

e ProStart — 174 students

 Project Lead The Way Computer Science — 34 students
e Project Lead The Way Engineering — 32 students

Together, these programs represent 962 student enrollments across our career
clusters. Because students may participate in more than one course or career area,
these numbers represent enrollments rather than 962 individual students.

From agriculture and business to early childhood, culinary arts, computer science,
and engineering, students have opportunities to discover their interests while building
skills they can carry into college, technical education, and the workforce.

—t\%ﬂh@r #HAWKSTRONG
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COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS

PAVING PATHWAYS TO POST-SECONDARY

wllsy

Career Ready Through Jefferson College

Our partnership with Jefferson College further expands the opportunities available to
Hillsboro students. Through the Area Technical School (ATS), students can access
specialized career and technical programs that may not otherwise be available within
the district.

Students participating in these programs gain hands-on experience in career fields ¥
while having opportunities to earn college credit, Industry Recognized Credentials, | &2
and Career and Technical Education Certificates. These experiences can give stu- &
dents a valuable head start toward continued education, technical training, or
employment after graduation. The district currently has 98 students enrolled in
the ATS program at Jefferson College.

Getting a Head Start on College

Hillsboro students also have several opportunities to begin their college education while still
in high school. Through our partnership with Post-Secondary Institutions, students can earn
both high school and college credit through dual credit and dual enrollment courses.

Dual credit courses are taught at Hillsboro High School by qualified Hillsboro educators, while
dual enrollment courses are taught by college instructors. Both options allow students to
experience college-level coursework while working toward high school graduation.

Our Early College program takes this opportunity even further, allowing eligible students to
work toward earning an Associate of Arts degree while completing their high school diploma.

Preparing Students for What Comes Next

There is no single pathway to success after high school, and that is why providing students
with choices is so important. Some students will pursue a four-year degree, while others may ‘
attend a community college, enter a technical program, begin a career, or continue training in a
skilled profession.

At Hillsboro R-lll, we want students to graduate with more than a diploma. We want them to
leave us with experiences, skills, credentials, college credit, and—most importantly—a clearer
understanding of where they want to go next.

Through strong academic programs, Career and Technical Education, Early College, and our
partnership with Jefferson College, Hillshoro R-lll is helping students turn today's
opportunities into tomorrow's possibilities.

I
& | % «'n & |

HANDS-ON INDUSTRY CAREER REAL-WORLD LIFELONG
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Jefferson &l
College

You Belong Aese/

VISIT CAMPUS

Compare the Annual Cost of Tuition & Fees
(For Full-Time Undergraduate Students)

Jefferson &g
College

@ & 5

S %@

Jefferson College  Jefferson College

with A+ Scholarship {AVERAGE)
(BOOKS B
SUPPLIES)

Missouri
Public
§-Year

University
(AVERAGE)

Missouri
Private 4-Year
Not-for-Profit

University
(AVERAGE)

J efferson 22
College

| You BeIongL/

Picture yourself at Jefferson College. Walk through
classrooms and student spaces, learn about academic
programs, and experience the welcoming environment
that makes Jefferson College feel like home.

Schedule a personalized tour at (=] ""Ei}_
jeffco.edu/campus-tour i

orcall 636-481-3209. o] 5

Jefferson College
offers the same
freshman and
sophomore
classes as 4-year
universities at
about half the cost!

CORE 42
ANSFER
GUARANTEED

Plus, with the Core
42 Transfer program,
designated Associate

of Arts credits are

guaranteed to transfer
to any MO public 4-year
university to meet
general education
requirements.

(AVERAGE)
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Adyerlise

WITH US

We invite you to become a valued partner in the Hillshoro R
School community by advertising in our upcoming publication,
“The NEST: News from Hawk Nation." This quarterly
publication is a dynamic platform that showcases the
achievements, activities, and vibrant spirit of our school
district. By advertising with us, you're not only promoting your
husiness to thousands of local families and community
members but also directly contributing to the educational
enrichment of our students.

As a supporter of “The NEST: News from Hawk Nation," your business will gain exposure through both digital and print
media. Our publication reaches over 9,000 households through USPS mailing and is electronically shared with district families and
across social media platforms. Your advertisement will be strategically placed to maximize visibility and engagement. Moreover,
your investment will play a crucial role in offsetting the costs of printing and mailing, enabling us to continue delivering these
updates to our cherished district patrons. Join us in celebrating our students” accomplishments, promoting your business, and
fostering community spirit. Contact us today to explore advertising options that align with your goals!

Please contact Scott Readnour, our Community Relations Coordinator, by email readnour__scott@hsdr3.org
or phone 636-789-0000 ext. 3920 @

I‘I Ihl Patrick Quinn, Director of Communications & Strategic Engagement

Hillsboro R-lll School District  6§36-789-0000 Ext. 6009| quinn_patrick@hsdr3.org

Dr. Jon Isaacson, Superintendent
636-789-0064 | isaacson_jon@hsdr3.org

Scott Readnour, District School-Community Relations and Grant Writing Coordinator
HILLSBORD RY 636-789-0000 ext. 3290 | readnour_scott@hsdr3.org

Shelby Walsh, High School Art Teacher, Athletics and Activities Social Media Reporter
636-789-0010 Ext. 1341 | walsh_shelby@hsdr3.org
(&0 V. VU N[ NY [0\ P; Tracy Sitze, Intermediate Technology Teacher, Publication Designer/Social Media

2/ Reporter
636-789-0000 Ext. 3251 | sitze_tracy@hsdr3.org

paid for by Hillshoro R3 School District @mmmz@ QUL GR) W//
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https://www.hsdr3.org/page/hillsboro-r3-communications
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	FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
	Hello and welcome from the Board of Education to the Fall 2026 edition of The NEST. As we move through another busy fall season, we are reminded of the many people who make Hillsboro R-3 a special place for students to learn and grow. We extend our sincere appreciation to our employees, families, and community members for the countless ways you support our schools and contribute to the strength of Hawk Nation.
	As you will read in this edition of The NEST, our district stands at an important strategic crossroads. As we consider the opportunities and challenges ahead, the continued involvement of our entire community will be critical. The future of Hillsboro R-3 is something we must navigate together, with shared purpose, thoughtful engagement, and a continued commitment to what is best for our students.
	By moving forward as one Hawk Nation, we can help ensure that Hillsboro R-3 remains prepared to serve our students now and well into the future. On behalf of the Board of Education, thank you for your continued partnership and support. With Hawk Pride, we invite you to enjoy this edition of The NEST | News from Hawk Nation. Go Hawks!
	John Linhorst
	Hillsboro R-3 Board President
	Upcoming Meetings
	Thursday, October 29,  2026
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	Thursday, January 28, 2027
	Thursday, February 18, 2027
	Thursday, March 18, 2027
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	FROM THE DESK OF DR. JON ISAACSON-SUPERINTENDENT


	UNDERSTANDING PROPOSITION H-A Decision for Our Community
	Dr. Jon Isaacson
	Superintendent
	PROPOSITION H


	A History of Financial Stewardship
	Decisions already made to manage District resources
	$739,516
	$2.5 million

	$359,000
	Salaries and benefits in Executive Administration Services declined from 2018 to 2025.
	ONE DISTRICT.   ONE COMMUNITY.   ONE FUTURE.


	Tax Rates in Context
	How
	HILLSBORO
	Compares
	LEARN MORE ON
	OUR WEBSITE


	PROPOSITION H

	Debt and State Funding
	What Changed in State Funding?
	Missouri is not fully funding its school funding formula, and Hillsboro is feeling the impact.
	Hillsboro’s estimated state funding reductions:
	2025–26: $713,000
	2026–27: $786,445 projected
	Simply put: if revenue does not come in, the District must reduce spending. We will live within our means.
	ONE DISTRICT.   ONE COMMUNITY.   ONE FUTURE.
	PROPOSITION H

	What Would Proposition H Support?
	OPERATIONS COME FIRST
	Existing programs, staffing, student services, daily operations, and facility needs.

	SAFETY + ACCESS
	TRAFFIC + FACILITIES
	LEARNING SPACES
	SAFE SCHOOLS.
	STRONG
	COMMUNITY.
	STRONG SCHOOLS.



	PROP H
	PLEASE VOTE
	NOVEMBER 3RD
	PROPOSITION H

	Potential Projects
	MONTHLY
	PROPOSITION H


	What Would the Increase Cost?
	You can choose the lower price. You just cannot reasonably expect it to buy the same thing.
	ONE DISTRICT.   ONE COMMUNITY.   ONE FUTURE.
	Review the Facts. Ask Questions
	IF APPROVED
	IF NOT APPROVED
	BEFORE YOU VOTE

	NOVEMBER 3, 2026
	Questions?



	PROP H
	PLEASE VOTE
	NOVEMBER 3RD

	CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT NEWS
	Understanding Missouri’s A–F Report Card and Annual Performance Report
	What is the A–F School Report Card?
	What is the Annual Performance Report?
	Why Might the Two Look Different?
	Looking Beyond a Single Number or Letter
	Melissa Hildebrand, Ed.S.
	Associate Superintendent

	DISTRICT OPERATIONS NEWS
	Planning Today, Protecting Tomorrow: Hillsboro R-3 Operations Update
	Much of the work of Hillsboro R-3’s Operations Department happens behind the scenes. From main-
	taining facilities and improving school security to keeping buses safely on the road, our goal is
	simple: provide safe, functional, and well-maintained environments while being responsible stewards
	of district resources.
	Planning for Our Facilities
	Hillsboro R-3 continues to move from reactive repairs toward a more pro-
	active approach to facility maintenance. By establishing predictable maint-
	enance and replacement schedules for roofs, HVAC equipment, asphalt,
	masonry, and other major systems, we can extend the life of district
	assets, reduce unexpected expenses, and better plan for future costs.
	To support this effort, the district has partnered with Hollis + Miller Architects and Bond Architect
	to complete a comprehensive facilities assessment and develop a long-term planning platform.
	This work will help us identify deferred maintenance needs, estimate costs, prioritize projects, and                                            plan expenses across multiple budget years—providing better information for thoughtful and financially responsible decisions.

	Strengthening Safety Across the District
	Safety remains a major priority. This year, Hillsboro R-3 added dedicated School Safety Officers throughout the district and implemented weapons screening at Hillsboro High School and Junior High.
	Beginning October 2, our current metal detectors will be replaced by the Evolv Express weapons
	detection system. Used in healthcare facilities, museums, parks, zoos, and other high-traffic environ-
	ments across the country, Evolv allows individuals to move through screening at a normal walking
	pace while helping safety personnel identify potential threats. Hillsboro R-3 will be the first school
	district in Missouri to implement this technology.
	Technology is only one part of school safety. Our approach includes trained personnel, controlled
	access, cameras, emergency preparedness, weapons screening, partnerships with first responders, and strong relationships with students and staff. The proposed tax levy will only strengthen district security efforts. The goal is to remain proactive
	rather than reactive.

	Transportation Fleet Cost Rising 
	Maintaining a safe and dependable transportation fleet also requires careful planning as the cost of buses, parts, fuel, and maintenance continues to rise. In 2020, the district purchased a 77-passenger bus with air conditioning for $91,421. By December 2024, a comparable bid had risen to $149,539—an increase of more than $58,000, or 63.5% in four years.
	Those increases make responsible fleet management more important than ever. Our Transportation and Operations teams continue to carefully evaluate replacement schedules and maintain our existing buses while keeping student safety at the forefront.
	Whether maintaining a roof, planning future facility needs, investing in school safety, or extending the life of a bus, the
	common theme is planning ahead. By making informed decisions today, we can protect our community’s investment and
	better prepare Hillsboro R-3 for the needs of tomorrow.


	Dr. Clay LaRue
	Assistant Superintendent
	Join Our Team!

	ROBERTS • WOOTEN •ZIMMER
	A Full Service LAWFIRM You Can Trust
	Kevin C. Roberts
	Charles R. Wooten
	Justin L. Cardwell
	Jonathan W. Doss

	Matthew J. Leonard
	Ramie K. Ruble
	Jeff Abney
	www.RobertsWootenZimmer.com
	Personal Injury * Medical Malpractice * Wrongful Death * Workers Compensation * Real Estate * Social Security Disability * Business Law Criminal * Traffic * Estate Planning and Probate * Family Law
	10438 Business 21 -P.O. Box 888, Hillsboro,Missouri 63050

	(636) 797–2693

	One Journey
	Hillsboro Early Childhood: Discovering a Love for Learning
	HILLSBORO EARLY CHILDHOOD NEWS
	Grandparents Day


	BIG
	discoveries
	start with little questions
	Hillsboro Early Childhood Puts Safety First
	PRIMARY

	BUILDING THE

	Foundation
	At Hillsboro Primary School, we believe the earliest years of a child’s
	education establish the foundation for a lifetime of learning. Kinder-
	garten and first grade are pivotal years when students develop the
	knowledge, skills, confidence, and curiosity that will shape their
	educational journey.
	We are the foundation.
	Our mission is to create a safe, welcoming, and engaging learning
	environment where every child is challenged, supported, and inspired
	to grow. We believe all students are capable of learning, and we are
	committed to providing high-quality instruction and meaningful learn-
	ing experiences that help each child reach their potential.
	We build strong academic foundations in literacy and mathematics.
	Through intentional instruction, students develop phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, reading comprehension, writing skills, number
	sense, mathematical reasoning, and problem-solving abilities. These
	essential skills provide the building blocks for continued academic success.
	But the foundation extends beyond academics. Students learn to ask questions, think critically, persevere through challenges, collaborate with others, and take increasing ownership of their learning.
	At Hillsboro Primary, every child deserves a strong start. We strive to make these first years purposeful, joyful, and academically rich—building not only what students know, but who they are becoming as learners.

	We build strong beginnings.
	We grow confident learners.
	We lay the foundation for a lifetime of possibility.
	ONE DISTRICT.    ONE COMMUNITY.    ONE FUTURE.
	Morning Meetings
	The NED Show: The Power of Yet!
	ELEMENTARY


	Big Steps.
	SMALL FEET.
	At Hillsboro Elementary, the early elementary years are an important part of a child’s educational journey. Each day, students build a strong foundation while developing the confidence, independence, and love of learning they will carry with them throughout Hillsboro R-3.
	Building Strong Academic Skills
	Reading, writing, and mathematics are at the heart of learning. Students grow into more confident readers, writers, and problem-solvers as they progress from writing simple sentences to creating stories, from basic
	math facts to multi-digit addition and subtraction, and from proper
	letter formation to learning cursive in third grade. Along the way,
	students are encouraged to discover books they enjoy and develop
	a love of reading.

	Supporting Our Gifted Learners
	Our Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) program provides identi-
	fied students with opportunities to explore new ideas, think criti-
	cally and creatively, solve problems, and challenge themselves
	while supporting their individual learning needs.

	Growing Great Students and Great Citizens
	Learning extends beyond academics. Through our Character
	Education program, students develop qualities such as respect,
	kindness, honesty, responsibility, and perseverance. They learn that
	being a great student also means being a good friend, classmate, and member of their community.
	At Hillsboro Elementary, each new skill, challenge, and accomplish-
	ment is another step forward—little feet taking big steps toward all
	that comes next.

	ONE DISTRICT.    ONE COMMUNITY.    ONE FUTURE.


	HILLSBORO ELEMENTARY NEWS
	Elementary Open House
	Friendship in a Cup
	Constitution Day
	#HAWKSTRONG
	THANK YOU
	TO OUR SPONSORS


	DIRECT
	DRYWALL
	HANGING
	TAPING
	PAINTING
	DOUG CAMPBELL
	314-210-4146
	A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR HILLSBORO R-III SPONSORS

	The Dietrich Family
	FARMHOUSE
	Style Boutique
	INTERMEDIATE

	DEVELOPING

	Independence
	The intermediate years are an important bridge in a student’s educational
	journey. At Hillsboro Intermediate, we intentionally help students move
	from the structure of elementary school toward the greater independence
	they will experience in junior high and high school.
	Building Independence by Design
	That transition happens gradually. In fourth grade, students begin learn-
	ing to balance the expectations and routines of two core teachers. As they
	progress through fifth and sixth grade, they experience more transitions,
	work with additional teachers, and take greater responsibility for managing
	their school day.
	Each step is intentional. We don’t expect independence to happen overnight—
	we build it by design. Students are given the support they need while learning
	to manage responsibilities, adapt to new expectations, and become more
	confident in their abilities.

	Growing Beyond the Classroom
	Independence is about more than academics. It also means discovering
	interests, developing leadership skills, building relationships, and learn-
	ing how to contribute to a community.
	Students have opportunities to grow through Student Council and
	Character Council, where they can take an active role in shaping their
	school community. Experiences such as the POW/MIA Vigil and an up-
	coming music and choir trip to a Cardinals game help students connect
	classroom learning with the world around them.
	Through Drama Club, Running Club, Game Club, Reading Club, and other
	activities, students can explore interests, build friendships, and discover new ways to become involved.

	Ready for the Next Step
	Throughout these intermediate years, students are learning to take more ownership of their education and of themselves. With educators providing a steady safety net, students have room to practice, make decisions, take on new responsibilities, and build confidence.

	Step by step, they are developing the independence they will need for junior high, high school, and the journey ahead.
	ONE DISTRICT.    ONE COMMUNITY.    ONE FUTURE.

	HILLSBORO INTERMEDIATE NEWS
	Remembering Through Learning
	We remember. We honor. We do not forget.
	Learning to Lead
	Leadership in Action: Red Ribbon Week

	Passion
	Junior High
	FINDING YOUR
	Junior high is a time when students begin asking new questions: What interests me?
	What am I good at? What could my future look like?
	Although students spend only two years at Hillsboro Junior High, those years provide
	an important opportunity to explore those questions. Along with a strong academic
	foundation, HJH continues to expand learning experiences that introduce students to
	potential careers, develop practical skills and create connections to opportunities
	awaiting them in high school and beyond.
	Through Medical Detectives, part of the Project Lead The Way Gateway program, stud-
	ents investigate concepts connected to medicine and biomedical science. The course
	provides an early introduction to a pathway that can continue through Hillsboro High
	School and Jefferson College. Coding offers a similar opportunity, introducing
	students to computer science through hands-on learning and exploration of careers
	in technology.
	Students interested in culinary and life skills can explore Introduction and Advanced
	Consumer Science as well as the popular Taste of Cultures course. These experiences
	build practical skills while creating a foundation for Hillsboro High School's profes-
	sional culinary program.
	Learning also extends beyond the traditional classroom. Outdoor Education introduces survival and
	orienteering skills, with students having the opportunity to earn their Missouri Department of Conservation certification through the Hunter Education exam. Through Agriculture in America, students attend class at Bridle Ridge, where they experience agriculture firsthand and begin learning about an industry that plays an important role in our community.
	Qualified students can even begin challenging themselves with high school-level math and English courses for high school credit.
	And these are only part of the opportunities available. Fine arts, performing arts, athletics, leadership organizations and student activities give students additional ways to try something new, develop their talents and discover where they belong.

	Junior high isn't about having the future figured out. It's about having opportunities to explore it.
	Every class taken, activity tried and new experience gives students another chance to discover an interest, recognize a strength or imagine a possibility they hadn't considered before.
	At Hillsboro Junior High, that's what Finding Your Passion is all about.

	ONE DISTRICT.    ONE COMMUNITY.    ONE FUTURE.


	HILLSBORO JUNIOR HIGH NEWS
	Finding Your Place on the Stage
	We are extremely proud of our award winning performing arts programs at Hillsboro Junior High. This year alone we have nearly 100 students in Choir, and over 100 students in band.
	These groups put on some impressive performances both at our school concerts and at regional competitions. If you haven't had a chance to see them in action, mark your calendars for the Band Concert on 12/15 and the Choir Concert on 12/21!

	Winning On and Off the Field
	Our sports teams are off to a great start this school year. Our football team is 3-1, volleyball is 9-4, boys cross country has 3 wins, girls cross country has 3 top ten finishes, and our cheerleaders and Jr Hawkettes dance team have been there to cheer on our teams and show their support the whole way.
	Even more exciting is the combined 3.606 GPA our 150+ student-athletes posted at mid-quarter. Representing the Junior High and Hillsboro R3, they recognize the importance of performing in the classroom just as much as they do on the court or on the field. If you haven't already had a chance, come out to one of our games or meets and cheer on our kids. Go Hawks!
	5137 Glade Chapel Rd.
	Hillsboro, MO 63050


	Open to the Public For:
	Free gift ($12 value) with this ad and the purchase of a Native Plant.
	Volunteer Opportunities are available
	for the community.

	WE SELL MISSOURI NATIVE PLANTS
	Follow Us!
	Visit our website:
	www.KressFarm.org
	Email us:
	farmkress@gmail.com



	Kress Farm
	Garden Preserve
	Earn While
	You Learn!
	Great Food
	and
	Fundraising Opportunities

	314-775-4793
	HIGH SCHOOL
	PREPARING FOR

	What’s Next
	At Hillsboro High School, the interests and skills students have developed through-
	out their educational journey begin to turn into plans for what comes next.
	For some students, that means college. For others, it means career training, earning industry credentials, entering the workforce, or exploring a path they may not have considered before. Our goal is to provide opportunities that help every student discover where they want to go—and prepare them to get there.
	Through partnerships with area colleges, HHS students can begin earning college credit before graduation. Those colleges and universities include Jefferson College, Missouri Baptist University, Southeast Missouri University, and Saint
	Louis University. Last year, students completed 1,647 Dual Credit hours and 1,076 Dual Enrollment hours, while eight students earned an associate degree alongside their high school diploma. More than 100 graduates qualified for the A+ Scholarship, representing over $1.5 million in scholarship funds.
	Career preparation is another important pathway. This year, 98 HHS students are enrolled in Jefferson College’s ATS program, exploring careers ranging from welding, construction and automotive technology to health sciences, education, digital media and culinary arts.
	Opportunities continue on the HHS campus through courses in Industrial Arts, Business, Agriculture, Family and Consumer Sciences, Project Lead the Way,
	fine arts and more. Last year, 23 students earned Industry Recognized Credentials, gaining skills that can help prepare them for employment or continued education.
	Courses are only part of the high school experience. Clubs, athletics, organizations and extracurricular activities give students additional opportunities to explore interests, build confidence, develop leadership skills and find where they belong.
	At HHS, preparing for what’s next doesn't mean preparing every student for the same destination. It means helping each student find a pathway forward.
	Different pathways. Different goals. One future.
	ONE DISTRICT.    ONE COMMUNITY.    ONE FUTURE.

	HILLSBORO HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
	Homecoming Week: Hawk Pride in Action
	Homecoming Week was packed with school spirit, friendly competition,
	and Hawk Pride! Students celebrated throughout the week with spirit
	days and competitions, leading up to a full day of Homecoming
	traditions on Friday.
	The day featured the return of Powder Puff Football and Glitter
	Puff Volleyball, along with cornhole, karaoke, crafts, face
	painting, games, and a Homecoming Pep Assembly. The
	Senior Class earned bragging rights, taking home victories
	in both Powder Puff and Glitter Puff.
	That afternoon, Hawk Pride filled the community during the
	Homecoming Parade, bringing students, programs, youth
	organizations, families, and community members together in celebration. The excitement continued that evening with a rivalry football game against Festus and a packed stadium.
	Homecoming festivities concluded Saturday with nearly 700 students attending the Homecoming Dance. Congratulations to the 2026 HHS Homecoming King and Queen, Ryan Russell and Charli Strite!
	A special thank-you goes to HHS Student Council for the planning, leadership, and hard work that made Homecoming Week a success.

	Success
	COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS
	PAVING PATHWAYS TO POST-SECONDARY
	Career and Technical Education: Learning With a Purpose
	#HAWKSTRONG
	ONE DISTRICT.    ONE COMMUNITY.    ONE FUTURE.

	COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS


	Success
	PAVING PATHWAYS TO POST-SECONDARY
	Career Ready Through Jefferson College
	Getting a Head Start on College
	Preparing Students for What Comes Next

	ONE DISTRICT.    ONE COMMUNITY.    ONE FUTURE.



	HOMECOMING
	Celebration
	SCHOOL SPIRIT
	PARADE
	HAWK PRIDE
	Hawk
	Nation
	ASSEMBLY
	A Night to
	Remember
	AMAZING TALENT




	Advertise
	WITH US
	We invite you to become a valued partner in the Hillsboro R3 School community by advertising in our upcoming publication, “The NEST:  News from Hawk Nation." This quarterly publication is a dynamic platform that showcases the achievements, activities, and vibrant spirit of our school district. By advertising with us, you're not only promoting your business to thousands of local families and community members but also directly contributing to the educational enrichment of our students.
	As a supporter of “The NEST: News from Hawk Nation," your business will gain exposure through both digital and print media. Our publication reaches over 9,000 households through USPS mailing and is electronically shared with district families and across social media platforms. Your advertisement will be strategically placed to maximize visibility and engagement. Moreover, your investment will play a crucial role in offsetting the costs of printing and mailing, enabling us to continue delivering these updates to our cherished district patrons. Join us in celebrating our students' accomplishments, promoting your business, and fostering community spirit. Contact us today to explore advertising options that align with your goals!
	Please contact Scott Readnour, our Community Relations Coordinator, by email readnour_scott@hsdr3.org
	or phone 636-789-0000 ext. 3920
	Please patronize our Hawk Sponsors!
	paid for by Hillsboro R3 School District




