This meeting will be held at Lakeview High School and Via Teleconference

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 20
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Special Meeting Agenda

Curriculum Committee
5:00 p.m., Thursday, September 17, 2026
Meeting Link: meet.google.com/hju-kvdw-zid

Dial-In: 1 316-746-4145
PIN: 655 569 487#

Committee Members
Tiffany Parkhouse, Chair Diane Barnes
Sharon Mahieu Josh Szwed

. Call to Order

. Approval of Curriculum Committee Special Meeting Minutes of April 2, 2026
. Grade 6 Digital Literacy Course - Plumb Hill Middle School
. Curriculum Development Presentation

. Adjournment



2.

3.

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 20
BOARD OF EDUCATION
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
April 2, 2026

Curriculum Committee

Committee Members

Margaret Hunt, Chair Tiffany Parkhouse
Diane Barnes Billie Jean Sideris

Call to Order The Curriculum Committee meeting held at Lakeview High School and via
teleconference was called to order at 4:32 p.m. by Margaret Hunt.

Members present: Margaret Hunt, Chair, Tiffany Parkhouse, and Billie Jean Sideris.

Also present: Jeffrey Villar, Ph.D., Superintendent, Julic Haggard, Assistant
Superintendent Pupil Services, Julia Cardillo, Chief Financial Officer, Pam Vecca,
Principal Plumb Hill Middle School, Val Leifert, ELA Teacher {Gr. 6), Kim Thompson
ELA Teacher (Gr. 6), Christy Concilio, ELA Teacher (Grs. 7 & 8), and Melissa Swanson,
ELA Teacher (Gr. 8).

Absent: Diane Barnes.

Approval of Curriculum Committee Special Meeting Minutes of January 15, 2026
Tiffany Parkhouse made a motion for the Approval of Curriculum Committee Special

Meeting Minutes of January 15, 2026. Billie Jean Sideris seconded the motion. There
was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.

Review the Plumb Hill Middle School Pilot Implementation of Arts & Letters and

Prepare a Recommendation to the Full Board of Education Regarding Potential Adoption
Pam Vecca and her team of ELA (English Language Arts) teachers presented the Arts &

Letters pilot results for Grades 6-8. Key takeaways included improved student
engagement, instructional consistency, curriculum lesson format to fit 50-minute periods
and vertical alignment with K-5. Pam Vecca and her team addressed questions from the
Committee members. After all questions were addressed the Committee Chair polled
each member and as a whole, they were in support of moving the Aris & Letters
curriculum to the full Board of Education for potential adoption.

4. Adjournment There being no further business to come before this Committee, the

meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Christine Escobar

Secretary, pro-tem



Grade 6 Digital Literacy
Course Overview & Rationale

This 6th Grade Digital Literacy course provides all incoming middle school students with the
essential foundational competencies required for long-term college and career readiness in a
tech-driven world. Designed as a single-quarter course delivered across 23 sessions, the
curriculum is taught directly by the PHMS Library Media Specialist to leverage the natural
synergy between information literacy, research methodologies, and digital technology.

The coursework balances core tech mechanics with workplace-relevant critical thinking.
Students establish professional workplace habits—such as mastering iPad settings, Gmail
etiquette, and Google Classroom organization—before advancing to digital identity, online
safety, and effective communication. The curriculum then builds deep media literacy, teaching
students strategic searching, lateral reading for source evaluation, bias identification, and ethical
citation practices using state database resources like ResearchIT CT. Grounding research in
modern environments, the course concludes with hands-on Al literacy where students analyze Al
bias, practice prompt engineering in Google Gemini, and fact-check automated responses against
trusted sources to prepare them for an evolving academic and professional landscape.

Attachment: Scope & Sequence Document

Regional School District No 20 4 35 Wamogo Rd, Litchfield, CT 06759 ¢ 860-361-9033 4 rsd20.org
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