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Child Nutrition Program State Waiver 
Template 

Child Nutrition Programs are expected to be administered according to all statutory and 
regulatory requirements; waivers to the requirements are exceptions. However, Section 
12(1) of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, 42 U.S.C. 1760(1), provides 
authority for USDA to waive requirements for State agencies or eligible service providers 
under certain circumstances. When requesting the waiver of statutory or regulatory 
requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs (CNPs), including the Child and Adult Care 
Food Program (CACFP), the Summer Food Service Program  
(SFSP), the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program 
(FFVP), the Special Milk Program (SMP), and the School Breakfast Program (SBP), State 
agencies and eligible service providers should use this template. State agencies and 
eligible service providers should consult with their FNS Regional Offices when developing 
waiver requests to ensure a well-reasoned, thorough request is submitted. State agencies 
and eligible service providers are encouraged to submit complete waiver requests at least 
60 calendar days prior to the anticipated implementation date. Requests submitted less 
than 60 calendar days prior to the anticipated implementation should be accompanied by 
an explanation of extenuating circumstances.  
For more information on requests for waiving Program requirements, refer to SP 15-2018, 
CACFP 12-2018, SFSP 05-2018, Child Nutrition Program Waiver Request Guidance and 
Protocol- Revised, May 24, 2018.  
 
1. State agency submitting waiver request and responsible state agency staff 

contact information: 
 

Ohio Department of Education and Workforce 
Office of Nutrition 
Brigette Hires, Administrator 
25 S. Front St. 
Columbus, OH 43215 
614-425-9560 
Brigette.Hires@education.ohio.gov 

 
2. Region: 

 
Midwest 

  

mailto:Brigette.Hires@education.ohio.gov
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3. Eligible service providers participating in waiver and affirmation that they are in 

good standing: 
 
• Sponsor Name: 

 
• Sponsor IRN: 

 
4. Description of the challenge the State agency is seeking to solve, the goal of the 

waiver to improve services under the Program, and the expected outcomes if the 
waiver is granted. [Section 12(I)(2)(A)(iii) and 12(I)(2)(A)(iv) of the NSLA]: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Specific Program requirements to be waived (include statutory and regulatory 
citations). [Section 12(I)(2)(A)(i) of the NSLA]: 

 
7 CFR 245.9(f)(4)(i) – Local Education Agency must apply by submitting identified 
students and enrolled student counts to the state agency by June 30. 

 
6. Detailed description of alternative procedures and anticipated impact on program 

operations, including technology, state systems, and monitoring: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Description of any steps the State has taken to address regulatory barriers at the 
State level. [Section 12(I)(2)(A)(ii) of the NSLA]: 
 
The deadline to apply for CEP is a federal regulation (see question 5), the State Agency 
does not have a more restrictive policy. Steps have been taken at the State level to 
streamline the application process and reduce administrative burden for school food 
authorities who wish to apply for CEP. 
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8. Anticipated challenges State or eligible service providers may face with the 

waiver implementation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

9. Description of how the waiver will not increase the overall cost of the Program to 
the Federal Government. If there are anticipated increases, confirm that the costs 
will be paid from non-Federal funds. [Section 12(I)(1)(A)(iii) of the NSLA]: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Anticipated waiver implementation date and time period: 
 
 
 
 

11. Proposed monitoring and review procedures: 
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12. Proposed reporting requirements (include type of data and due date(s) to FNS:

13. Link to or a copy of the public notice informing the public about the proposed
waiver [Section 12(I)(1)(A)(ii) of the NSLA]:

14. Signature and title of requesting official:

TO BE COMPLETED BY FNS REGIONAL OFFICE: 

FNS Regional Offices are requested to ensure the questions have been adequately addressed 
by the State agency and formulate an opinion and justification for a response to the waiver 
request based on their knowledge, experience and work with the State.  

Date request was received at Regional Office: 

☐ Check this box to confirm that the State agency has provided public notice in 
accordance with Section 12(I)(1)(A)(ii) of the NSLA

Regional Office Analysis and Recommendations: 


	Child Nutrition Program State Waiver Template

	Check this box to confirm that the State agency has provided public notice in accordance: Off
	Sponsor Name: Trimble Local School District
	Sponsor IRN: 045922
	Question 4: Trimble Local Schools is requesting to establish a new base year for the Community Eligibility Program (CEP) for the 2025/2026SY.  Due to the extensive reduction in district wide workforce, including the EMIS Coordinator, Superintendent and other district personnel and leadership, Trimble LSD missed the June 30th deadline to notify our intent to update our base year calculations.     
	Question 6: 25/26SY, Trimble LSD is in the fourth and final year with CEP. Operating with 21/22SY Direct Certification (DC) ISP data of 41.5%, this year is creating financial hardship within our food service operation, due to contractually obligated labor, increasing food/supplies and overall cost of operations.  Trimble LSD is currently under fiscal oversight and establishing a new base year with updated DC/ISP data would help mitigate general fund assistance to the food service department.    
	Question 8: The CEP waiver would not pose any challenges for Trimble LSD, only benefit the food service department, district and community, but allowing us to claim the meals being served to our students under the current and up-dated percentages.  While continuing to control costs and manage expenditures, the new CEP base year would help our program allowing us to continue to provide nutritious meals to our struggling community.   
	Question 9: The requested waiver will not result in an increase to the overall cost of the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program to the federal government. Federal reimbursement levels are determined by the identified student percentage (ISP) calculation and are limited to the established CEP claiming percentages. The waiver does not change the methodology used to calculate or distribute federal reimbursement, only utilizing updated community data.  
 
There are no anticipated cost increases projected and any program shortfalls will be continue to be paid through general fund transfer.  
	Question 10: August 14th, 2025
	Question 11: To ensure that all future requirements of the CEP are met, we will implement the following:
1. Annual ISP Verification- the ISP will be reviewed and certified annually to ensure accurate claiming percentages and compliance
2. Internal Compliance Reviews- meal count and claiming, by building will be monitored monthly by food service administration to verify accuracy.  
3. Training and Professional Development - Food service staff will receive annual training on meal counting, claiming and record keeping.  
4. Documentation and Record-Keeping- all required documentation will be maintained in accordance with ODEW and USDA regulations.  
These procedures will allow us to consistently monitor compliance, quickly correct issue and ensure CEP requirements are being met. 
	Question 12: Trimble LSD will submit enrollment and Direct Cert (ISP) list to ODEW for the CEP Audit.  
	Question 13: www.trimble.k12.oh.us
	Title of requesting official: Superintendent
	Regional Office Narrative: 


