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Winterset Community School District

WINTERSET, IOWA

As we enter the 
month of December 
and the holiday 
season, I want to take 
a moment to express 
my sincere gratitude 
for the dedication 
and partnership you 
demonstrate every 
day. The success 
of our students is a 
true reflection of the 
strength of our entire 
learning community.

Thank You for Your 
Calendar Feedback

Thank you to 
everyone who took 
the time to provide 
thoughtful feedback 
on our recent survey 
regarding the proposed 
2026-2027 school 
calendar. Your 
engagement in this 
process is invaluable. 
As a collaborative 
community, we 

appreciate your input 
as we work to make 
decisions that best 
serve the needs of 
all our students and 
families. Based on 
your feedback and 
conversations with our 
calendar committee, 
we will be proposing 
a calendar that moves 
our weekly staff PD 
from a late start on 
Wednesday to a 90-
minuter early out on 
Friday. In addition, 
we will be having 
school with students 
on the Monday and 
Tuesday of the week 
of Thanksgiving and 
have moved those two 
staff PD days to days 
following the end of 
a quarter/semester 
during the year. Our 
board has scheduled 
a public hearing at 

our December 8th 
board meeting prior 
to them approving 
the 2026-2027 school 
calendar. 

Focusing on the 
Future: Our Profile of 
a Graduate Skills

This school year, 
our staff has been 
diligently working 
to implement our 
Strategic Priorities by 
intentionally focusing 
on our Profile of 
a Graduate (POG) 
skills. The POG 
defines the essential 
knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions—such 
as critical thinking, 
collaboration, and 
communication—that 
every Winterset 
student should possess 
upon graduation to be 
successful in college, 
career, and life. Our 
dedicated educators 
have been engaged 
in professional 
development to learn 
how to seamlessly 
weave these high-
demand skills into 
every classroom and 
subject area. This 
intentional focus 
ensures that we are 
delivering on our 
promise to provide 
meaningful, real-world 

learning experiences and 
truly preparing all our 
students for their future 
endeavors.

 Be Prepared: Winter 
Weather Communication

As a lifelong Iowan, 
I know the weather can 
change quickly, and we 
must be prepared for 
the inevitable cold and 
snow. The safety of our 
students and staff is 
always our top priority.

I want to revisit the 
ways we communicate 
any school delay, early 
dismissal, or closure due 
to inclement weather:

District App and 
Social Media

When a schedule 
change is necessary, 
notifications are sent 
out immediately via 
our district app. This 
information is dispersed 
across multiple 

December Monthly Highlights
12/3: High School Conferences (3:30-7:30)

12/23: 2-Hour Early Dismissal

12/24-1/2:  Winter Break

1/5: Classes Resume



Winterset Community School District • Beacon Newsletter • December 2025

-2-

platforms: email, 
text, and posts to 
all of the district’s 
social media 
accounts.

I strongly 
encourage every 
family to download 
the Winterset CSD 
district app and 
ensure you have 
push notifications 
enabled. This will 
allow you to receive 
the notification the 
moment it is posted.

Local News 
Affiliates

We also share 
closure and delay 
information with the 
following local news 
affiliates: KCCI, 
WOI, and WHO.

We sincerely hope 
that we still have 
some time before 
these measures are 
needed, but being 
prepared ensures we 
can communicate 
effectively and keep 

everyone safe. This 
process is part of 
our commitment 
to effective 
communication and 
responsibility to 
our community—
qualities we model 
as part of our 
Core Values and 
encourage in our 
students.

Thank you for 
your cooperation 
as we look toward 
the winter months. 

We are committed 
to providing a well-
rounded educational 
experience and believe 
that being prepared 
is a key part of that 
commitment.

Wishing you all a 
wonderful and restful 
holiday season.

Yours in Service,

Justin M. Gross

Superintendent

Term 1 Renaissance Awards

The National Honor Society Induction Ceremony for 
new members will be 12-15-25 in the 

high school auditorium at 7 PM.

Freshman- McKinley Kaysen

Sophomore- Veda Hupton

Junior- Jenna Peacock

Senior- Jack Keller

Presented by USB Bank 
President- Jeff Nolan
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Lunch Menus 
Use the new school app for the most up to 

date menus each day.

Elementary Lunch Menu
Middle School Lunch Menu

JH/HS Lunch Menu

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/PHONE
When you have a change of address or 

phone number, please contact the school or the 
administration office. It is important for the school 
to have updated information on our students for 
messages and emergency situations.

Free & Reduced-Price 
Meals Applications 

- Log into your Parent Portal
- Click on More, then click on Meals Benefits
- Complete Free & Reduced Form, click Submit

You will receive confirmation in your Parent Portal 
inbox once the application is processed. Questions: 
Call the administration office at (515) 462-2718.

SCHOOL FEES
Attention parents: This year’s school fees were 

due October 17th. You may pay them through your 
Parent Portal, at any of the school offices or at the 
administration office.

STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOKS

The Winterset Student/Parent Handbooks are posted 
on the district website under the Parent tab. We 
have produced a district-wide handbook that aligns to 
board policies and current state law. The handbook 
includes addendums for each school, covering building 
specific expectations. Paper copies are available in 
each school’s office. All students are expected to follow 
the policies, procedures and expectations. Please take 
the time to review the handbooks with your child.

	 All Kindergarten students must 
be up to date on their preschool 
shots and have received their 4 year 
old boosters of Dtap, Polio, MMR and 
Varicella. 
	 All 7th grade (and above) stu-
dents must show proof of having 
received a Tdap (Tetanus/Acellular 
Pertusis) vaccination booster AND 
a Meningococcal vaccination on or 
after 10 years of age, before the first 
day of school.
	 All 12th grade students must 
show proof of receiving 2 DOSES of 
Meningococcal vaccine; or 1 dose if 
first dose was received at 16 years of 
age or older before the first day of 
school. 
*or signed medical certificate of ex-
emption or religious exemption. 		
      All Kindergarten students must 
have a dental screen performed be-
tween the ages of 3 and 6 years old 
with a dental certificate on file.  All 
9th grade students must have a cur-
rent, within the
past 12 months, dental certificate on 
file.
All Kindergarten and 3rd grade stu-
dents must have a current,
within the past 12 months, vision cer-
tificate on file.

https://www.winterset.k12.ia.us/Page/650
https://www.infinitecampus.com/audience/parents-students
https://ia02217956.schoolwires.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=4657&dataid=8830&FileName=19.20Parent%20Student%20HandbookworkingCopy%20StacyFinal.pdf
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       Food Service Program:*
	Breakfast................................................ $2.00 per meal
	PK-3 Lunch............................................ $2.75 per meal
	4-12 Lunch............................................. $3.00 per meal
	Second Lunch........................................ $5.00 per meal
	Student Guest (all grades)..................... $5.00 per meal
	Adult Lunch............................................ $5.00 per meal
	Milk 1/2 pint..................................................... 50¢ each

NOTICE:  Students with no available account 
balance will not be allowed to charge any further 
meals until a deposit is received.

*Application forms for Free & Reduced meals and 
waiver of school fees are available online through 
the Parent Portal.

Textbook & Computer Fees:
Kindergarten - 6th Grade....................................  $40.00
7th - 12th Grade.................................................. $75.00
Computer-Damage.............................................$10.00*
Computer-Lost/Stolen...................................$1,000.00*

   *Subject to additional charges

School Fees

Free & Reduced-Price 
Meals are Available 

Children need healthy meals to learn, and our 
schools offer healthy meals every school day. Your 
child(ren) may qualify for free meals or for reduced-
price meals. Application forms are available on your 
Parent Portal.If you need assistance filling out the 
application or setting up the Parent Portal. please 
contact the Administration Office at 515-462-2718.

    PAST DUE FEES MUST BE PAID
All past due student fees/lunch accounts must be 

paid before school starts. Past due fees are posted on 
Parent Portal.

All fees and lunch account deposits can be paid 
through the Parent Portal, or at the Administration 
Building or the school buildings. Current fees are due 
October 15th.

STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOKS
The Winterset Student/Parent Handbooks are posted 

on the district website under the Parent tab. We have 
produced a district-wide handbook that aligns to board 
policies and current state law. The handbook includes 
addendums for each school, covering building specific 
expectations. Paper copies are available in each school’s 
office. All students are expected to follow the policies, 
procedures and expectations. Please take the time to 
review the handbooks with your child.

You can update: ad-
dress, home phone, cell 
phone, work phone and 
emergency contact.

It is very important that 
this information is up 
to date and accurate in 
case of an emergency 
with your child.

If you need assistance 
setting up a Parent 
Portal, please contact the 
Administration Office at 
515-462-2718.

BUILDING SAFETY MEASURES 
In an effort to maintain 

a safe environment in 
our schools, all staff in 
Winterset will be wearing 
their staff identification 
badges while on any 
Winterset School Campus. 
Additionally, ALL visitors 
are expected to check into 
the office of any school 
building during regular 
business hours (7:30 
a.m. – 3:30 p.m.) each 
time they visit the school. 
Visitors will need their 
driver’s license or state 
issued identification card 

to check in. Our system, 
Raptor, checks state and 
national databases for 
individuals who are on the 
sex offender list. Once a 
visitor has been cleared, 
they will be issued a Visitor 
Badge. This must be worn 
at all times while in the 
building. Our staff will be 
asking people who do not 
have a badge to return 
to the office immediately. 
While this may be a 
slight inconvenience, this 
measure will provide better 
protection for our students.

8:00-3:00

7:35

9:00-3:00

8:35

NOTIFY SCHOOL OF CHANGES
To make any changes to 

your personal information, 
please go to the Infinite 
Campus Parent Portal. 
Select Demographics, 
Household Information, 
Family Member and click 
Update for any information 
you wish to update.

Once you make your 
changes, you will need 
to click “Send Update”.  
This information will be 
reviewed by the adminis-
tration office and will be 
automatically updated 
in Infinite Campus once 
approved.

2025-26 School Hours

7:30-3:30 7:30-3:30 7:30-3:30 7:30-3:30

7:30-3:30 7:30-3:30 7:30-3:30

8:00-3:05 8:00-3:05 8:00-3:05

9:00-3:05 9:00-3:05 9:00-3:05

8:45 8:45 8:45

7:45 7:45 7:45

HSJr. HighMiddleElemType of Day

Teacher 
Regular Day

Student
Regular Day

Building Opens 
for Drop-Off

Building Opens 
on Wednesday

Student Day
on Wednesday

Teacher Day 
on Wednesday 7:30-3:30 



Winterset Community School District • Beacon Newsletter • December 2025

-6-



Winterset Community School District • Beacon Newsletter • December 2025

-7-



Winterset Community School District • Beacon Newsletter • December 2025

-8-



Winterset Community School District • Beacon Newsletter • December 2025

-9-

Kathy Erickson: kerickson@winterset.k12.ia.us
Sydney Slagter: sslagter@winterset.k12

COLLEGE AND CAREER FAIR
WINTERSET HIGH

FEBRUARY 11  || 12:00 - 3:00 PMTH

College & UniversityBusiness

Trade School Military Branch

ARE YOU A...

JOIN US WITH THE CODE
EMAIL THE HS

COUNSELORS FOR
QUESTIONS
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WHS Guidance WHS Guidance DepartmentDepartment
Visit the Guidance Webpage at www.winterset.k12.ia.us/Page/1552.

The 26-27 FAFSA is currently open!! It is highly recommended to submit your application as early as 
possible because financial aid is often awarded on a first-come, first-served basis and some schools and 
state aid programs have their own early deadlines. FAFSA is a free form that may be completed online 
or with a paper form provided by the U.S. Department of Education. If you have not set up your Studen-
tAid.gov account yet, remember you need one account for the student and one for at least one parent 
prior to completing the FAFSA form.

Winterset High School Conferences will be held December 3rd from 3:30-7:30pm.
We are welcoming any and all seniors and their parents/guardians to join us at 6:00pm in the Auditori-
um while we introduce AppCentri, a new and easy-to-use platform that allows students to complete our 
local scholarship as well as many others in just a few minutes. 
For any student who has questions or needs help completing the FAFSA, the counselors will be available 
Dec. 3rd between 6:30- 7:30pm during conferences in the WHS cafeteria. 

We will be hosting the Winterset High
school College and Career this year on 
February 11th from 12:00 to 3:00 pm.
this event will take place at Winterset
High School in the Competition Gym.

We would love for you to join us on 
this date! Your participation would be
a valuable addition to this event so we
can show our students the amazing 
careers, colleges and military branches
that are out there! Please scan the QR
code and fill out the survey if you are 
interested in joining! You may also send 
us an email  if you have any 
questions! 

http://StudentAid.gov
http://StudentAid.gov
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Visit the Guidance Webpage at www.winterset.k12.ia.us/Page/1552.

ACT’s at WHS: 

December 13th- register no later than Nov. 24th w/late fee
February 14th- register no later than Jan. 7th (Jan. 21st w/late fee) 
April 11th- register no later than March 6th (March 24th w/late fee)
June 13th- register not later than May 8th (May 27th w/late fee) 
Remember when creating an account, do NOT use the student’s Winterset email address, as it will 
not accept outside emails. Please use a different email, personal email. 
Students can register for the test at actstudent.org. If you would like your student to take it at the 
WHS, please make sure they sign up for the Paper version. 

Classroom Clinic:

Classroom Clinic provides behavioral support and mental health services to students at school via 
telehealth. At the request of a parent, a student can receive an evaluation by a Classroom Clinic 
provider. Examples might include: behavioral evaluation, medication management (if needed), 
implementing therapy, and/or collaborating with the school regarding classroom strategies to en-
sure student success. If you believe this would be beneficial for your student, please contact your 
school counselor to get started. Here is a flyer with more information:
Classroom Clinic Parent Flyer 

School Counselor Contacts:

If you would like to talk with your student’s school counselor, please contact us through our email 
or set up an appointment using the link below:
Mrs. Erickson (Last Name A-J): kerickson@winterset.k12.ia.us (Schedule A Meeting)
Ms. Slagter (Last Name K-Z): sslagter@winterset.k12.ia.us (Schedule A Meeting) 

http://actstudent.org
mailto:kerickson@winterset.k12.ia.us
mailto:sslagter@winterset.k12.ia.us


Winterset Community School District • Beacon Newsletter • December 2025

-12-

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
ATHLETIC CALENDAR
Check for updates at raccoonriverconference.org 

or call the high school at 462-3320.

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
DATE	     TIME	   LEVEL       OPPONENT	 SITE    
Dec 1	 4:30 PM	 9/JV/V-G/B	   Creston          	 Creston
Dec 5	 4:30 PM	 9/JV/V-G/B	   Gilbert	 Winterset
Dec 9	 4:30 PM	 9/JV/V-G/B		  B-F	 Winterset
Dec 12	 4:30 PM	 9/JV/V-G/B		  ADM	 ADM
Dec 13   2/3:30/5	 9/JV/V-B		   Atlantic	 Atlantic
Dec 16	 4:30 PM	 9/JV/V-G/B	   North Polk	 North Polk
Dec 19	 4:30 PM	 9/JV/V-G/B		  Carroll                   Winterset

JUNIOR HIGH GIRLS BASKETBALL
DATE	     TIME	   LEVEL    OPPONENT	 SITE    

Dec 2	 4:15 PM	 7 A/B	 Bondurant-F           Winterset  JH
		  8 A/B	 Bondurant-F                B-F JH
Dec 8	 4:15 PM	 7 A/B	 Ballard                        Ballard
		  8 A/B	 Ballard                         WMS
Dec 11	 4:15 PM	 7 A/B	 ADM                      ADM South
		  8 A/B	 ADM                            WMS
Dec 15	 4:15 PM	 7 A/B	 Carlisle                   Winterset  JH
		  8 A/B	 Calisle                     Carlisle MS
Dec 16	 4:15 PM	 7 A/B	 Norwalk                        WMS
		  8 A/B	 Norwalk                    Norwalk

JUNIOR HIGH BOYS WRESTLING
DATE	     TIME	   LEVEL    OPPONENT	 SITE   

Dec 4	 4:15 PM	 7/8		  Meet                                 Norwalk
Dec 9	 4:30 PM	 7/8		  Meet                               Winterset
Dec 12	 4:15 PM	 7/8		  Meet                               Winterset 
Dec 15	 4:30 PM	 7/8		  Meet                                  Perry
Dec 19	 4:15 PM	 7/8		  Meet                                   ADM

HIGH SCHOOL SWIMMING
DATE	     TIME	       OPPONENT	 SITE    
Dec 2       5:30 pm						      Newton YMCA
Dec 6	 10:00 AM	      			                               Newton YMCA	
Dec 11	 5:30 PM	       			    	 Ottumwa
Dec 13	 11 AM     						                             Grinnell
Dec 16	 5:00 PM	      		                  	 SEP HS

HIGH SCHOOL BOYS WRESTLING
DATE	     TIME  LEVEL    OPPONENT	 SITE    
Dec 4	 5:00 PM	 JV/V	 ADM, Carlisle	 Carlisle
Dec 6	 10:00 AM	V			   Tournament	 Harlan
Dec 6	 9:30  AM	 JV		  Tournament	 Winterset
Dec 11	 5:00 PM	 JV/V	 Gilbert	 Gilbert
Dec 12	 1:30 PM	 V			   Tournament         Central Decatur
Dec 15	 5:00 PM	 JV		  Tournament                 Knoxville
Dec 18	 5:30 PM	 JV/V	 Ballard                          Ballard
Dec 19	 5:00 PM	 JV	  	 Tournament                 Indianola
Dec 20	 10:00 AM	V			   Tournament             Roland-Story

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS WRESTLING
DATE	     TIME	   LEVEL    OPPONENT	 SITE    

Dec 6	 10:00 AM	V		  Ames Tourney	 Ames
Dec 11	 5:30 PM	 JV/V	 Gilbert		  Gilbert
Dec 12	 4:30 PM	 JV/V	 Saydel Scramble	 Saydel
Dec 13     9:00 AM	 V		  SE Polk Duals	 SE Polk
Dec 18	 5:30 PM	 JV/V		  Tournament	 Winterset
Dec 20	 10:00 AM	JV/V	 ADM Girls Invite	 ADM

GAME TICKETS
A new school year is upon us and with it comes 

a new year of athletic competition. We are looking 
forward to outstanding seasons in all areas.

$8 for All High School Events & $5 for Junior High 
	   Activity Passes for the 2025-2026 school year 

will need to be purchased through Bound.

                  SENIOR CITIZEN’S PASS

Any person age sixty-five (65) or older, is eligible 
to obtain a Senior Citizen Pass. This pass is good for 
admission to all of the school’s activities except state-
sponsored tournaments. To obtain this pass, stop by 
the High School Office, 720 Husky Drive, or call (515) 
462-3320.
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Senior photos and 
kindergarten photos due to Mrs. 

Forsyth by 12-13-25 for the yearbook.  
Email them to 

boomerang@winterset.k12.ia.us

mailto:boomerang@winterset.k12.ia.us
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6 Hacks for Homework Overwhelm 

Help your child remain focused and calm by planning transition times, 
refraining from nagging, and trying these other tried-and-true best 
practices for reducing homework stress. 
 
By Beverley Holden JohnsUpdated on August 1, 2025 

   

 

After a long school day spent completing worksheets, staying seated, and managing 
assignments, your child predictably and understandably revolts at the mention of homework. 
(Hello, cognitive overload and academic anxiety.) 
 
How can you support your child so they feel less pressure? Follow these tried-and-true best 
practices to prevent homework mutiny. 

6 Steps to Reduce Homework Stress 
Step #1. Plan Transition Time 
Your child needs time to decompress after school. Provide a healthy snack. Encourage them 
to participate in a sport or in another afternoon activity. If the weather and your schedule 
permit, take a walk together to clear your heads in the fresh air. 
 
Step #2. Sort Assignments 
Ask your child where they’d like to do their homework — on the kitchen table, in their 
bedroom, on the floor? Sit with them in their chosen location and help them begin their 
homework by reviewing their assignments and checking the week’s upcoming deadlines. 
 
[Get This Download: Smart Homework Strategies] 
 
Step #3. Begin with Preferred Tasks 
Have your child estimate how long it will take them to complete each task. Ask them to 
choose the easiest assignment and start with that one. This strategy, known as behavioral 
momentum, works like this: Your student completes the undaunting task successfully, which 
provides momentum to keep going and finish the harder or more boring assignments. 
 
Step #4. Hit Pause and Reset 
Break tasks into manageable parts. If your child loses focus after 15 minutes of work, have 
them take a mindful minute to reset with some stretches, deep breathing, and a glass of water 
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before they return to the task. After it’s finished, compare the time it took to complete the task 
with your child’s estimate. This review reinforces an awareness of time. 
 
Step #5. Provide Help When Needed 
Offer your child encouragement and assistance as needed, especially with assignments they 
find challenging. Let the teacher(s) know that your child struggled with those assignments 
and explain why. 
 
Step #6. Refrain from Nagging 
Make “homework time” as positive as possible. Avoid nagging or pleading. If you see a 
power struggle coming, take a deep breath and say something like, “OK, you do the first math 
problem and then I’ll help you with the rest.” Give them time to consider these words. You 
might want to physically move away from your child. When you see them begin to work, 
move closer and say something positive. Sometimes, an overwhelmed child just needs time to 
process how to move forward. 

How to Reduce Homework Stress: Next Steps 
● Free Download: Top 5 Homework Frustrations — and Fixes for Each 
● Learn: 15 Tips for Reducing Homework Stress & Completion Time 
● Read: The ADHD Homework System We Swear By 

 
Beverly Holden Johns is a learning and behavior specialist. For 40 years, she has worked 
with public school students who have learning disabilities and emotional/behavioral 
disorders. 
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Stay Connected with WCSD!
Upgraded Website:

•	 www.winterset.k12.ia.us
•	 District homepage updated weekly 
•	 School homepages are updated frequently  

with information
•	 Daily calendar of events for schools as well 

as athletics/activities is located on district 
homepage

Electronic Backpacks:
•	 Located on both the district and school 

homepages - includes fliers, newsletters, 
important and timely information

Facebook:
•	 Winterset Community  

School District:  
@wintersetCSD 

•	 Winterset Huskies for Athletics and 
Activities updates:  
@WintersetHuskies

•	 All buildings now have their own 
Facebook and Twitter Accounts

Instagram:
•		 @Wintersetschools            

               

Twitter:
•	 WintersetSchools: @WintersetSchool
•	 Winterset Huskies for Athletics and Activities 

updates: @WintersetHusky

Infinite Campus: 
•	 Must have a portal account - contact your 

school’s office or the Administration Building  
to request account

Madisonian:
•	 Article by Superintendent every other week

https://www.winterset.k12.ia.us/Domain/8
https://www.winterset.k12.ia.us/
https://twitter.com/WintersetSchool
https://twitter.com/WintersetHusky
https://infinitecampus.winterset.k12.ia.us/campus/portal/winterset.jsp?status=login

