
iil 
TO:             ​ BENTON COMMUNITY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
FROM:         ​ DR. JAMES BIESCHKE, SUPERINTENDENT 
RE:         ​ REGULAR BOARD MEETING  
TIME:         ​ JUNE 17, 2026 

6:00 p.m. - Regular Meeting 
PLACE:       ​ Central Office - Board room 

304 1st Street 
​ ​ Van Horne, Iowa 52346 
 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & CALL TO ORDER - 6:00 PM 

Directors Present:  Kaiser (via phone), Klein, Nolte (via phone), Shaw (via phone), Thompson 
​ Directors Absent:  Becker & Schanbacher 
​ A quorum was declared present. 

Also present:  Dr Bieschke, Anna Selk, Melisa Venneman, Katie Bauder & Anthony Bopp 
 
DELEGATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, CONSIDERATIONS OF ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS - NONE 
 
ACTION ITEM #115 - APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion by Klein, seconded by Kaiser, to approve the agenda as presented. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            MOTION CARRIED 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 

OPEN FORUM - NONE 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT REPORT - Universal Design for Learning 
 
ACTION ITEM #116 - COURSE ADDITIONS FOR 26-27 
Motion by Klein, seconded by Kaiser, to approve the Course Additions for 26-27 as presented. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            MOTION CARRIED 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 

 
ACTION ITEM #117 - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERFUND TRANSFER FROM THE MANAGEMENT 
FUND FOR INSURANCE DEDUCTIBLE COSTS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: On November 13, 2025, the District sustained property damage at the MS/HS 
due to a surge in power. Total repair costs incurred by the District amounted to $17,282.50. A claim was 
submitted to the District’s property insurance carrier, EMC Insurance. The insurance company approved 
the claim and issued a settlement payment of $5,600.50, which represented the total allowable cost 
minus non-covered surge protection added for $1,682.00 and the District’s policy deductible of $10,000.  

 
The original repair invoices were paid out of the PPEL fund to ensure vendor completion. Pursuant to 
Iowa Administrative Code 281—98.62(2)(h), it is permissible to utilize the Management Fund to 
reimburse the paying fund for the portion of the insurance claim denied strictly because it fell within the 
deductible limit.  

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/113T6_91RYcQVv7yRWtBD2-euVTAAeasX0CB-TVsRR-I/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/197fMu9vacub-5J781sf9X1yGF8C1fqmF/view?usp=sharing


FUNDING SOURCE:  
Management Fund (Fund 22) Transfer Out to PPEL Fund (Fund 36) Transfer In. 

 
Motion by Nolte, seconded by Shaw, to approve the Resolution Authorizing the Interfund Transfer from the 
Management Fund to the PPEL Fund in the amount of $10,000 for property loss deductible costs incurred during 
the 2025-2026 school year." 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            MOTION CARRIED 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 

ACTION ITEM #117 - DISTRICT INSURANCE APPROVAL  
The total EMC premium for district property insurance for FY27 is $643,676, which is approximately a 
$20,000 decrease from last fiscal year. I would also recommend continuing with the Jester policy of a 
storm protection fund created by a 28E agreement involving many schools in the state of Iowa. Jester 
Insurance manages the policy. This policy costs the district $46,267. The last policy for renewal is from 
Keystone Insurance for legal liability, cyber, flood, and earthquake in the amount of $64,339.94. 

 
EMC Insurance FY27 Premium 
Jester Storm Protection Fund  
Keystone Insurance Policy for Legal Liability, Cyber, Flood, and Earthquake  
 

Motion by Klein, seconded by Kaiser, to approve the EMC, Jester Storm Protection Fund, and Keystone 
Insurance premium quotes as presented. 
   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ MOTION CARRIED 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 
ACTION ITEM #118 - ATKINS MONTHLY WATER BILL APPROVAL 

The City of Atkins has changed its operating procedures to no longer allow the district to pay our water 
bill after each board meeting. We receive the billing statement at the beginning of the month and all bills 
are due by the 20th of the month. Since some of our board meetings during the year fall after the 20th, 
we are requesting approval from the board to pay this bill prior to approval at the monthly board meeting.  

 
Motion by Nolte, seconded by Klein, to approve the payment of the Atkins water bill each month upon receipt.   
  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            MOTION CARRIED 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
ACTION ITEM #119 - ADDITION OF MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCCER 

Mr. Pfiffner has prepared a proposal for middle school soccer to be added as an athletic program at 
Benton Community. This has been discussed and evaluated for the last couple of years and I would 
support this decision to offer our students an opportunity in the middle school athletic program. 

 
Motion by Klein, seconded by Kaiser, to approve the addition of a middle school soccer program to start in the 
26-27 school year.   
  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ MOTION CARRIED 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 

 
ACTION ITEM #120 - SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 28E AGREEMENT 

Work has been completed on a 28E agreement between the district and the Benton County Sheriff’s 
Office to provide a School Resource Officer (SRO) in the district for the 26-27 school year. The total cost 
to the district is $91,020.12. No increase in cost from FY26. 

 
SRO 28E Agreement 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mxeDPDQ2gMTouq64itRf-P0pctlMAYE_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fqDkvUbu1QhQB3KZFhzmwsIy4NsRzh-o/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fqDkvUbu1QhQB3KZFhzmwsIy4NsRzh-o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FrlPusmyHfz_roSH1BhHobKhuz5MAF5j/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e93Se8A5jGx9UkvoP7l9eu5R4J7I4_Fm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gNLURDkqQz3885Sw2o0DlONYVvvlWzBw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gNLURDkqQz3885Sw2o0DlONYVvvlWzBw/view?usp=sharing


Motion by Klein, seconded by Nolte to approve the 2026-2027 28E agreement with the Benton County Sheriff’s 
Office for a full-time SRO.   
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            MOTION CARRIED 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 
ACTION ITEM #121 - FY27 SCHOOL REGISTRATION FEES 

 No increase to the registration fees, but a proposal to increase the instrument rental fee from $120 to 
$125. Our costs for repairs have continued to go up each year, with FY26 totaling approximately $7,000.  

 
Motion by Shaw, seconded by Klein, to approve the 2026-2027 Registration fees as presented.   
  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ MOTION CARRIED 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 

 
ADMINISTRATION REPORT 

June 2026 Admin Board Report 
 

ACTION ITEM #122 - BUSINESS SERVICES 
June 30 is the fiscal year close and work is being done to finalize the current year and prepare for FY ‘27. 
Purchase orders are currently being received from buildings with orders to be submitted after July 1st. 
Auditors completed their first day visit on June 3rd and will continue the process of the district audit in 
September. The Certified Annual Report, sometimes referred to as the “CAR” will be started soon for 
FY26. 
 

WARRANTS 
ADDITIONAL WARRANTS 
SUMMARY OF WARRANTS 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 

■​ GENERAL FUND 
■​ ALL FUNDS REPORT 

 
Motion by Klein, seconded by Nolte, to approve the warrants and financial reports as presented.  
  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ MOTION CARRIED 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 
ACTION ITEM #123 - CONSENT AGENDA​ 
​ The Consent Agenda includes common topics.    

*ALL HIRES/VOLUNTEERS ARE CONTINGENT ON BACKGROUND CHECK, PROPER LICENSING, AND 
RELEASE FROM THE CURRENT CONTRACT IF APPLICABLE 

 
■​ HIRES 

Shari Stoll - 8th Grade Math - MS/HS 
Kylie Christensen - English Language Arts Teacher - HS 
Kaitlyn Burns - Preschool Associate - Atkins 
Angel Brecht - Summer School Teacher - Keystone 
Alison Mundt - Summer School Associate - Keystone 
Lyndy Roost - Summer School Associate - Keystone 
Bryan Telgenhoff - MS Asst Boys Wrestling 
Tony Linnabery - E-Sports Head Coach (MOU) 
Deborah Siebenga - TAG Teacher (0.50 FTE) - Norway 
Casi Bridgewater - Food Service - MS/HS 
Kayla Pilkington - Food Service - MS/HS 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bMpvaStBNOsrXfPoFZq-dvNMgTKEYzeAB1D_13BNsRE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z-dfWQMtKzMX9SCvlyWvyj_S9f_Ylf5yrCJbKzvLF6Q/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P0fn_tXJJrSq-aB7heXPQCkxSXe5_M45/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K8PRHXRHu58AAd043mpe_AyCzR-5oGXX/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tT9WeDSG-wEZewTqcwuOC9pxlSB-E4pT/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101794412907359258935&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vhCN8f88iOU9yL3q0kE4rXc_s_lT6EX6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101794412907359258935&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-18X5F1oX10G0Wp32ruIePcdd5jRu4xn/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101794412907359258935&rtpof=true&sd=true


Bridget Speer - Classroom Teacher - Norway 
Data Team Leaders: 

(a)​Ashley Jones - ELA DTL 
(b)​Bobbie Comsiky - 6th Grade DTL         

■​ RESIGNATIONS 
Brooke Silbernagel - Math - MS/HS 
Frank King - Bus Driver 
Lance Summy - Bus Driver 
Nancy Dvorak - Food Service & SE Assoc - Keystone 
Jacob Reid - MS Asst Boys Wrestling 
Bryan Telgenhoff - Varsity Asst Boys Wrestling 

■​ VOLUNTEERS - None 
■​ OPEN ENROLLMENT 

Kindergarten Student​ ​  
■​ MEETING MINUTES  

May 20, 2026 
■​ CONTRACTS 

GWAEA Contract for Transfer of State Funding Amendment #1  
Terpstra Hoke and Associates Audit Agreement 
GWAEA/Benton Agreement - SI Consultant 
2026–2027 Tanager School-Based Services Contract 
Novak Education - UDL Contract 

 
Motion by Klein, seconded by Shaw, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  

      MOTION CARRIED 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 

ACTION ITEM #124 - POLICY REVIEW - 501 Series & 2nd Readings of new policies 
501.01 - Resident Students (No change, aligns with IASB) 
501.02 - Nonresident Students (Change to align w/IASB) 
501.03 - Compulsory Attendance (1st Reading - IASB Mandatory Policy) 
501.04 - Entrance - Admissions (Slight change to align w/IASB) 
501.05 - Attendance Center Assignment (Change to align w/IASB) 
501.06 - Student Transfers In (No change, aligns w/IASB) 
501.07 - Student Transfers Out or Withdrawals (Slight change to align w/IASB) 
501.08 - Student Attendance Records (No change, aligns w/IASB) 
501.08A - Transfer-In Student Eligibility (Rescind, no IASB Policy) - revisit next month 
501.09 - Chronic Absenteeism and Truancy (No change, aligns w/IASB) 
501.09(R1) - Chronic Absenteeism and Truancy (No change, aligns w/IASB) 
501.11 - Student Release During School Hours (Note added only to align w/IASB) 
501.12 - Pregnant Students - (Change to align w/IASB) 
501.13 - Students of Legal Age (No change, aligns w/IASB) 
501.14 - Open Enrollment Transfers - Procedures as a Sending District (IASB Mandatory Policy, change 
to align w/IASB) 
501.15 - Open Enrollment Transfers - Procedures as a Receiving District (IASB Mandatory Policy, 
change to align w/IASB) 
501.16 - Homeless Children and Youth - (IASB Mandatory Policy, No change, aligns w/IASB, just adding 
note at bottom only) 
501.17 - Attendance at Events Outside of School (Rescind, no IASB Policy) 
501.18 - Student Attendance (Rescind, no IASB Policy) 
507.05 - Emergency Plans & Drills (New Policy to align w/IASB, 2nd Reading) 
507.07 - Custody & Parents Rights (New Policy to align w/IASB, 2nd Reading) 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Af7amPhDPE0hFIBWKsynBCX-_3_8mZMqKzRLnT6CkFE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kOXWKeIUyO99elIU8dtn_I_8dla3rJoP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fvAGCiy15zwIf_epfdlPEGyKDAAY5OC5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/151IYPo9IBOj3K4aJ6OAJOAB_vMWyif7W/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gyZTTMipbDAprIXK3y4jXXREM-6mVLOJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FJJWzOohqqdN5qZZVa9zDYN3dWgGJQpm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fNufRUdQwVL0mSl-gMFs1LNKtcZhLhdY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IxVtVe5QQ-vEdpwrtwbbuVmCymAgeL6q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRZmCLQKeQlkiABReCi3o1t-NS2c-72d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q2ULkl7uA0Sv6neF-V2OB9aDWS9L_Rij/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XqnfIEt-N-Zm0dQvtYkO5CEGahmurc0P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YmRvW7WdkAd4bN6nT5hxXTC5qcIb-e6A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TPOc6FL-7eFZ28xb9dRb2AvSeB902GlO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wHhc9U-Tn-3C8H-3Y7bEEz64bVStxGqO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zfDtqDxAF_uKuKXzvPnVRrouFAV337CA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vvQGEv5NX7RlXY5BnkAf4R0a7NJ73RXQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d-NdPYzUaxhlMYxNdFzLaH-GimaKJAub/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KvCKnRGFt6BGEIc8-sU6bz2F7sbVn7y_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RqEmLyQh4EvukQ_7gZ3q90QnK9ASxATl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15s_ih_mREG6HI13_u3mh6-Xj7suPJevy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqcv4OioHeMXiwlSkZL09uaNuNAsRgG3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SzFtBpliz5svxacJowP-JYzlUN_WSl80/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13VFSHuf2FK_A5vqKEbOlvHDXT5E9LysI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MtaG2aO8OLfaAuaDgoLJS2we47W-6dVy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_XiGnbj35KmxgMjhFWKkGIJ6bdaLd6_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dJQ3X_dVdMOOiMnezsuwlfB0BiLXBL83/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hoWXJsAFqszp-QeWkITlcYShmDE4VXtK/view?usp=sharing


508.02 -  Open Night (New Policy to align w/IASB, 2nd Reading) 
 
Motion by Klein, seconded by Nolte to approve the policy revision and review as presented, EXCEPT for 
501.08A which will be reviewed and revisited next month. 

MOTION CARRIED 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 
 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 
Preliminary Aid and Levy- Tax Rate $10.246 
Construction Update 
Newsletter to be mailed out soon 

 

ACTION ITEM #125 - CLOSED SESSION- SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATION 

Closed Session - Iowa Code Section 21.5(1_(i) To evaluate the professional competency of an individual 
whose appointment, hiring, performance, or discharge is being considered when necessary to prevent 
needless and irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation and that individual requests a closed 
session. 
 

Motion by Klein, seconded by Kaiser, to go into Closed Session. 
 
Roll call vote to go into closed session:  DIRECTOR:  BECKER (absent), KAISER - AYE, KLEIN - AYE, NOLTE - AYE, 
SCHANBACHER (absent), SHAW - AYE, THOMPSON - AYE 
​ MOTION CARRIED 

 
Time entered into closed session 6:59 PM 

 
Motion by Klein, seconded by Nolte, to come out of Closed Session and back into Open Session.. 
 
Roll call vote to go into closed session:  DIRECTOR:  BECKER (absent), KAISER - AYE, KLEIN - AYE, NOLTE - AYE, 
SCHANBACHER (absent), SHAW - AYE, THOMPSON - AYE 
​ MOTION CARRIED 

 
Time entered into open session 7:26 PM 

               
ACTION ITEM #126 - ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Klein, seconded by Nolte, to adjourn the board meeting at 7:27 PM 

   MOTION CARRIED 
  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING AYE 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfYFIOKZD7TqlAwM27M9lAAckxm19r0F/view?usp=sharing

