Say Hello to Our Newest Teachers! !

Ellie Harvey
4th Grade

My name is Ellie Harvey, and | am from Kearney,
Nebraska. | attended the University of Nebraska at
Kearney, where | earned my degree in Elementary

Education. This upcoming school year, | will be

teaching 4th grade. Outside of teaching, | enjoy
reading, exercising, and spending time outdoors. |

am excited to become part of the Bertrand
community and look forward to the upcoming
school year.

Ashley Picquet
Art

Mrs. Picquet grew up in Holdrege, NE and
currently resides near Johnson Lake with her
Husband, Caden, daughter, Paige, and 2 dogs

and 2 cats. Prior to graduating from UNK in

December of 2022, she spent a semester

student teaching under Scott Schwarz at

Bertrand Community School. Right after

graduating she started teaching K-12 art at

Arapahoe Public Schools. Her favorite art

mediums are watercolor and clay. She also
spends time doing photography! When she
isn’t teaching or creating, Mrs. Picquet
enjoys spending time with family, hiking,
gardening, kayaking, and traveling.




Maura Rabe
OT & Health Science

| have lived on a farm outside of Bertrand for the
past 15 years with my husband, Riley, and our boys. |
have worked as an Occupational Therapist for 15
years in a variety of settings and have truly loved
working in the school environment. This year, | am
excited to take that passion a step further by joining
Bertrand full-time as both an Occupational Therapist
and a Health Science teacher within the CTE program
Health science is an area | am especially passionate
about, as it played a major role in leading me to the
occupational therapy profession. | look forward to
building relationships with students and helping
them explore future opportunities in healthcare and
beyond, while continuing to provide occupational

Cad en H O lm therapy services.
Weights ‘ x.'l .*~.\.~.~.~~¢

Coach Holm grew up attending Ansley-Litchfield . - ‘%
Schools and recently graduated from Hastings ' u
College. Raised on a farm, he has always had a

passion for teaching, coaching, and building
relationships with students and athletes. You’ll
probably spot him out on the golf course a little this
summer, too!

This will be Coach Holm'’s third year coaching, and
he has already experienced a great deal of success,
including a trip to the state tournament last year
where his team finished 1-2, with a close 3-2 loss to
the eventual state champions. He is excited to bring
that same energy and success to Bertrand.
When asked about his new position, Coach Holm
says, “Great kids, great people, and a great
community are just a few of the things | tell people
about Bertrand.”

Coach Holm will be teaching weight classes while
serving as Head Football Coach and Assistant Girls
Basketball Coach. He is excited to get started and
become part of the Bertrand community!




Kaisha McLaughlin
Kindergarten

My name is Kaisha McLaughlin and | am from Hebron, NE. My

husband and [ live in Kearney where he will be attending Med

School. We have two dogs. | love to cook/bake new things, go
hiking, and run.

| graduated from Chadron State College. | am teaching
Kindergarten and | am so excited to be here!

Amber Brown
Special Education
Elementary

I'm so excited to join the Bertrand Community School Team this fall as the 1st-3rd grade
Resource Teacher. My husband Evan and | have been married 26 years and have four children:
Owen-22, Ella-19, Rhett-17, and Paisley-13. We have been blessed to live on an acreage north of
Bertrand for 19 years, complete with a wide array of animals. | received my Bachelor's degree
in Elementary Education and Learning Disabilities at Northwest Missouri State University and |
received my Masters degree in Curriculum and Instruction with an ESL endorsement through
UNK. My work experience includes 7 years as a K-4 Resource Teacher in Holdrege, 5 years as a
Kindergarten, 1st Grade, or 7th Grade Resource Teacher, and 3 years as a 1st Grade Teacher at

Lexington Public Schools. In my free time | enjoy gardening, home improvement projects,
expanding my array of animals, and spending time with my family. | look forward to making a
difference in young lives and the community in Bertrand.



Alexis Billeter
5t Grade

Hil My name is Alexis Billeter, and | am so excited
to be joining Bertrand Community School as the
new 5th grade homeroom teacher this year! |
cannot wait to become part of the Bertrand
community and build relationships with my
students and their families.

| am originally from Loomis and grew up on a small
farm and cow-calf operation with my dad. After
graduating high school, | attended University of

Nebraska at Kearney, where | earned my degree in

elementary education. Throughout college, |

stayed involved with agriculture through 4-H and

FFA projects, especially showing cattle, which has

always been something | enjoy.

Outside of school, | love spending time outdoors,
thrifting and antiquing, and being around animals.
Between dogs, cats, horses, and cattle, there is
never a dull moment!

| previously had the opportunity to sub at
Bertrand, and | truly loved it from the moment |
walked through the doors. The welcoming
environment and strong sense of community
made a lasting impression on me, and | am
incredibly excited to officially join the team. | am
looking forward to a great year in 5th grade!

Welcome the Newest Members
of Our Viking Family




National Walk at Lunch Day 2026
Bertrand Community School celebrated National Walk at Lunch Day on
Wednesday, April 29, 2026, by encouraging students and staff to take time
during lunch to get outside and enjoy some fresh air.
Thank you to everyone who participated and helped make National Walk at
Lunch Day a success!




At Bertrand Community School, we are proud to continue our 1st - 6th grade Reading Crosses
Bridges Accelerated Reader Program! This program is designed to motivate and celebrate

students as they grow in their love for reading. Each student sets a personal reading goal and
works toward it throughout the month. When students meet their goals, they earn fun rewards!

< First Semester: Students who met their reading goals were treated to pizza for lunch and
games in the gym!

i@ Second Semester: Students enjoyed a special field trip to see Hoppers at the IMAX Theatre
at Hastings Museum.




& End-of-the-Year Prizes:

e $50 Target gift card for the top points earner in each class
e $50 Target gift card for the most improved reader in each class

The following students earned gift cards this year:

Most Points Earned Most Improved

1st Grade Alyeana Kuck Hadley Jones
Naomi Johnson

2nd Grade  Rikyn Kuck Clay Peterson

3rd Grade Linkyn Moon Elizabeth Rodriguez

4th Grade Jenna Nelson Owen Stratman

5th Grade Isabella Kuck Grady Gardine

6th Grade Raina Nelson Ruger Gardine

We are incredibly grateful to the Viking Booster Club for supporting our students’ love of
reading through these generous incentives. Let's keep reading, growing, and
celebrating every chapter of success!



COMMON I T

Bertrand Commuenity Calendar of Bvents

June ~ summer sports will be in full swing, stop by the ballfields and catch a game or two. Please help support the summer ball program.
June ~ Lions Club Peach Sale, Contact Kathy 308-991-2961

June 7 Dan McCracken Memorial Fishing Tournament, Johnson Lake, contact Randy Hock 308-325-0897
June 10 American Red Cross Blood Drive at Community Building, Noon-6:00 pm

June 12 Community Coffee @ 9:30 am ~ Bertrand Nursing Home & Assisted Living

June 15 Family Fishing Tournament, Sam Phillips Lake, contact Randy Hock 308-325-0897

June 16 Pool Sensory Hour at Bertrand Pool, 11 am, sponsored by Lexington Regional Health Center
June 2-Aug 25 Bertrand Farmer's Market ~ Tuesdays 5:30-7:00 pm at the Bertrand Park

June 27-June 30 Bertrand Fair & Rodeo Days. Look for more details on the Fair & Rodeo Facebook page. Event calendar will be
printed soon with all the events. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED, please consider helping to make the 7éth Anniversary a great success!

June 27 Berfrand Brews & BBQ, downtown Bertrand BBQ starts at 6:00 pm
June 28 Young at Heart Senior Center Fundraiser 11:30-1:00 ~ Pulled pork, beans, chips, & dessert
July 10 Community Coffee @ 9:30 am ~ Bertrand Nursing Home & Assisted Living

July 11 Free Swim Day at Bertrand Pool sponsored by Phelps Memorial Health Center

July 25 Bertrand Community Garage Sales ~ signup at Village Office, July 1.
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Bertrand Community School 2026-2027

August 2026 AUGUST January 2027 JANUARY
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s|miT|w|t|Fls s | m |1 w| ot || s | P Eliioshe ol s00 amm
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S| M|T | W|T!|F|s s mi{T{w|T|F| & /2 Dismiss af 2:30
=1 12 6
4 5] 6| 7| 8] 9] 10| 10/46:END OF 1ST QUARTER (40 Days) 7, 8 9 fdo] 11 12 43  32:END OF 3RD QUARTER (43 Days)
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1] 28 4 i 13 A A 58 Preschool Graduation
6 7| & & 10/ 1] 12 2 N
13| 14| 15 16 17| 18 12 g 13 14
12/18: END OF 2ND QUARTER {41 Days) : L e A T
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TOTAL DAYS:
Student Days 21 Studend Days 89
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