
MCMINN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Session Meeting 

February 12, 2026 
 
 
 

The McMinn County Board of Education met in Regular Session on Thursday, February 12, 
2026, at 5:30 p.m. at the McMinn County Center for Educational Excellence. 
 
Chairman Pierce called the meeting to order, and Tony Campbell led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Chairman Pierce welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for a roll call.  
Attendance was as follows: 
 
Dustin Prichard- present 
Bill Irvin- present 
Kevin Goins- present (late arrival) 
Taylor Cook- present 
Tony Allman- present 
Mike Cochran- present 
Tony Campbell- present 
Donna Casteel- present 
Joe Malone- present 
Jonathan Pierce- present 
 
There were no requests to address the board.  Chairman Pierce asked for a motion to 
accept the agenda.  Mike Cochran made the motion, Taylor Cook seconded.  Motion 
passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
AGENDA 
1. GUESTS 
a. Guests 
MCS Educator Excellence Award Overall Winners 
Dr. Jackie Newman’s TWU Education Class 
b. Public Comment 
2. REGULAR CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Minutes- Regular Session 1-15-26 & Called Mtg 2-3-26 
b. Budget Amendments 
c. Salary Supplements 



d. Fundraiser Requests 
e. Literacy Implementation Support Grant 
f. CTE Amazon Donations 
3. NEW BUSINESS 
a. OpenGate Systems Proposal 
b. RCES Restroom Remodel Proposal 
c. Englewood Church of Christ Property 
d. CHS & MCHS Storage Buildings Bid 
4. PERSONNEL 
a. Personnel Actions 
b. Tenure Recommendation 
5. COMMUNICATION 
6. REPORTS 
a. Review Policy Section 5.1-5.4 
7. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
8. PRAISES AND COMPLIMENTS 
9. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
a. Next Regular Session Board Meeting: Thursday, March 12, 2026 
ADJOURN 
 
1. GUESTS 
a. Guests 
 
MCS Educator Excellence Award Overall Winners were in attendance and recognized. 
Dr. Jackie Newman’s TWU Education Class students were in attendance and recognized. 
 
Taylor Cook made the motion to approve the Regular Consent Agenda, Tony Campbell 
seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
2. REGULAR CONSENT AGENDA 
 
a. Minutes- Regular Session 1-15-26 & Called Mtg 2-3-26 
 
 
 
 
 
 



b. Budget Amendments 
 

 
 
c. Salary Supplements 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
d. Fundraiser Requests 
 

 
 
e. Literacy Materials Implementation Support Grant 
 
f. CTE Amazon Donations 
 
 



3. NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. OpenGate Systems Proposal 
 
Justin Wallace, Safety Supervisor, requested to purchase three additional OpenGate 
Weapons Detection Systems from A3 Communications for a total of $71,159.95.  Two 
would go to McMinn County High School, and one would go to Central High School.  
Bill Irvin made the motion to approve the OpenGate Purchase, Taylor Cook seconded.  
Chairman Pierce called for a roll call vote: 
 
Dustin Prichard- YES 
Bill Irvin- YES 
Kevin Goins- YES 
Taylor Cook- YES 
Tony Allman- YES 
Mike Cochran- YES 
Tony Campbell- YES 
Donna Casteel- YES 
Joe Malone- YES 
Jonathan Pierce- YES 
 
Motion passed. 
 
b. RCES Restroom Remodel Proposal 
 
Heath Frazier explained the proposal to remodel restrooms at Rogers Creek Elementary.  
The contract would be through Tim Payne Painting and local contractors would be used, 
which will save money. The price on the proposal from Tim Payne Painting is $52,650.00.  
Tony Allman made the motion to approve the proposal, Donna Casteel seconded.  
Chairman Pierce called for a roll call vote: 
 
Dustin Prichard- YES 
Bill Irvin- YES 
Kevin Goins- YES 
Taylor Cook- YES 
Tony Allman- YES 
Mike Cochran- YES 
Tony Campbell- YES 



Donna Casteel- YES 
Joe Malone- YES 
Jonathan Pierce- YES 
 
Motion passed. 
 
c. Englewood Church of Christ Property 
 
The board was presented a contract to purchase the Englewood Church of Christ property 
for $125,000. The church property is located directly across from Englewood Elementary 
School, and the school currently uses the church parking lot every day.   
Mike Cochran made the motion to approve the purchase of the Englewood Church of 
Christ Property for $125,000 and to allow them to still use the church until they can work 
something out that is better for themselves, Donna Casteel seconded.  Chairman Pierce 
called for a roll call vote: 
 
Dustin Prichard- YES 
Bill Irvin- YES 
Kevin Goins- YES 
Taylor Cook- YES 
Tony Allman- YES 
Mike Cochran- YES 
Tony Campbell- YES 
Donna Casteel- YES 
Joe Malone- YES 
Jonathan Pierce- YES 
 
Motion passed. 
 
d. CHS & MCHS Storage Buildings Bid 
 
The bid for the Central High School and McMinn County High School storage buildings 
opened on the afternoon of February 12, 2026, at 2:00pm.  The storage buildings will be 
funded through the ISM grant. The low bidder for the project was TennesSEED Erosion 
Control. 
Central High School Storage: $122,000 
McMinn County High School Storage: $120,000 
Total: $242,000 



Kevin Goins made the motion to approve the bid, Taylor Cook seconded.  Chairman Pierce 
called for a roll call vote: 
 
Dustin Prichard- YES 
Bill Irvin- YES 
Kevin Goins- YES 
Taylor Cook- YES 
Tony Allman- YES 
Mike Cochran- YES 
Tony Campbell- YES 
Donna Casteel- YES 
Joe Malone- YES 
Jonathan Pierce- YES 
 
Motion passed. 
 
4. PERSONNEL 
 
a. Personnel Actions- for information only 
 

 
 
b. Tenure Recommendation 
 
Director Knight recommended the following list of teachers that have met the qualifications 
for Tenure for the 2024-2025 school year.  Dustin Prichard made the motion for tenure to be 
granted to the recommended list of teachers, Joe Malone seconded.  All were in favor by 
unanimous voice vote.   
 



 
 
5. COMMUNICATION 
 
6. REPORTS 
 
a. Review Policy Section 5.1-5.4 
 
The Policy Committee met prior to the Regular Session Meeting to review policy 6.319- 
Alternative Education. 
 
6.319- Alternative Education was recommended on first and final reading by the Policy 
Committee.  All were in favor by unanimous voice vote. 



7. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Director Knight explained that there was a late Out of State and Overnight Trip submitted 
that needed approval from the board.  The trip is for the DECA International Conference in 
Atlanta to be held in April.  If the students were to qualify for this conference, the 
registrations would need to be booked before the March school board meeting. 
 
Tony Campbell made the motion to approve the trip, Bill Irvin seconded.  Motion passed by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
8. PRAISES AND COMPLIMENTS 
 
Tony Campbell congratulated the Englewood girls and Riceville boys basketball teams for 
both finishing top 8 in the state.  Dustin Prichard thanked MCS staff members for giving 
board members information to make well informed decisions.  Mike Cochran thanked 
everyone for the gifts and cards for school board appreciation week.  Joe Malone thanked 
Mandy Falls for the lunch at Rogers Creek.  Bill Irvin thanked the MCS staff for doing a great 
job. 
 
9. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
 
a. Next Regular Session Board Meeting: Thursday, March 12, 2026 
 
 
Dustin Prichard made the motion to adjourn, Mike Cochran seconded.  Motion passed by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________                  ____________________________________ 
Chairman’s Signature                                                      Director of Schools Signature 




