WILLOW CREEK SCHOOL BOARD
January 13, 2026

Chairman Kris Skolrud called the regular meeting to order at 5:07 PM in the conference room.  The District Clerk and Trustees Chelsey Petz and Brooke Leugers were present. Superintendent Lower was unable to attend.  Visitors Diane Gilbreaith and Leah Golding were also in attendance.  Clerk Sherri Lower led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Trustee Brooke Leugers made the motion to accept the consent agenda.  Trustee Chelsey Petz seconded the motion. All were in favor. 

Public Comment:  Student Forrest Petz reported on the family trip to Thailand and Vietnam. He told them the places they visited and how long they were there. Brooke asked what his favorite place was, and he said Phuket, where they were able to do some snorkeling. He also liked Chi May, where they got to feed and pet elephants.  He liked Hanoi for the sandwiches. Brooke asked whether there was any part he did not like. He said the plane ride and the traffic. Brooke also asked what he learned, Forrest responded that they had to be careful crossing the road. Brooke asked what he learned about the culture. Forrest said Thailand has a lot of Buddhism with temples all over. The B-52 lake from the Vietnam War is still there with the B-52 in place. Brooke asked if he would return and did they speak English. Forrest said yes to both. The board thanked Forrest for his report.

Old Business:  Chelsey reported we have nothing new on the Radio Station. The 2nd reading of SB policies 2161, 2161P(1), 3110, 3600, 3600 NF(1), 3600 P (10), 3150,4550,5015,1401,5321,5321-P(1), 5334 -P (1), 2335, 1700. 2148-P(1) and 2700 was held. Brooke made the motion to accept the 2nd reading with no additional changes. Chelsey seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
 
New Business: The first reading of Policy 2160 was held. Chelsey made the motion to approve the first reading. Brooke seconded the motion. All were in favor. The discussion was held to put Eric Fendler on the payroll as on-call maintenance. He has been doing a lot of volunteer work for us.  He is still certified and can handle a lot of our maintenance issues. For insurance purposes, it would be beneficial to have him on the payroll. Also discussed was the salary amount. It was decided to pay the same as we do our boiler repair man. Brooke made the motion to hire Eric at $102.50 per hour and $125.00 per hour on the weekends. Chesley seconded the motion. All were in favor. It was recommended to hire Lucy Frank to do a Zero Hour Choir Class for the high school girls. The class would be for a total of 34 hours to receive a.25 credit. The girls and Lucy are willing to meet before school.  Brooke made the motion to approve the Choir Class. Chelsey seconded the motion. All were in favor. The FP-14 for two students to go to Three Forks was reviewed. The students are still attending here but may leave at some point this Spring. Chelsey made a motion to accept FP-14’s. Brooke seconded the motion. All were in favor. The repair of the stairs by Buffalo Restoration was discussed. There was some concern over the hours and cost of some of the items. Matt Komac from our insurance company visited with the project manager and felt better about the costs. He said we can choose to accept this bid or look for another one. A discussion was held on going out for another bid, as there have been some issues already with the timeline of work and other things. 
It was decided to approve the bid and get the work scheduled. Brooke made the motion to approve the bid. Chelsey seconded the motion. All were in favor. Items 7 and 8 will be tabled, and a special meeting will be held before the end of the month, as Superintendent Lower is not here. 

Financial Report: Clerk Sherri Lower presented the warrants list and expenditures for the month and percentages of the remaining budget amounts. Our fund balances are close to last year, so we are sitting well. Large expenditures this month were the renewal of the accounting program and boiler work. Sherri also reported MTSBA is having some upcoming workshops on Collective Bargaining and Multidistrict Agreements. She registered for both and they are free and will be recorded so can be watched when time allows. Chelsey made the motion to approve the financial report. Brooke seconded the motion. All were in favor. 

With Superintendent Lower being gone, Chairman Kris Skolrud reported on the generator piping situation. He would like to add this to the Special Meeting Agenda. The pipe Murphy installed is not for a commercial generator. Eric said the cost for commercial piping and welding it is extremely expensive. It could be re-piped and use LP instead of gas.  Chelsey said this is very frustrating that we are just figuring this out and she wanted to know if we asked Murphy how this happened. Kris said we have not, and he probably assumed it was correct but for the size of this generator, it is not. Chelsey also said she would hate to go a cheaper route now and have it bite us later.  Brooke said she would like everyone involved to be at this special meeting to discuss this. Kris said Eric would come and explain the situation. Brooke asked that if Murphy can’t be here, he write up a statement regarding the situation.  
Claims and Warrants Reviewed and Signed. 

Items for next agenda: Radio Station, 2nd Reading of Policy, progress on stairs, and generator.

The next regular meeting will be on Tuesday, February 10th at 5:00 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m.


Respectfully Submitted: 						Accepted by: 



Sherri Lower, District Clerk 					Kris Skolrud, Chairman






