As we step into March, we are reminded that this time of year
represents both momentum and reflection. The days are getting
longer, spring activities are ramping up, and our students and
staff continue to demonstrate the dedication and resilience that
make H-BC Public Schools such a special place.

This month marks the beginning of the final stretch of our school
year. Classrooms across the district are filled with meaningful
learning experiences, innovative projects, and strong relationships
that support student growth. From early literacy milestones in

our elementary classrooms to advanced coursework, fine arts
performances, and athletic achievements at the secondary level,
our Patriot pride is on full display.

March is also a time when we begin planning ahead. We are
actively preparing for the 2026-2027 school year—reviewing
programs, aligning resources, and continuing our focus on
providing a safe, supportive, and academically rigorous
environment for every student. Your partnership and feedback
remain essential as we work together to strengthen opportunities
for all learners.

| encourage you to stay connected through activities and commu-
nity events. Thank you for your continued trust, involvement, and
support of HBC Public Schools. Together, we are building a strong
future for our students and our community.

D.A.R.E- DRUG ABUSE RESISTANCE EDUCATION: H-BC 5th
graders are again participating in the DARE program starting in
March. Deputy Sheriff Jeff Stratton will be instructing this 10
week program.

NATIONAL AMERICORPS WEEK: March 9-15 we celebrate
AmeriCorps Week. H-BC Elementary is fortunate to have an
AmeriCorps Tutor working with our students. Ms. Kindt is part of
the Minnesota AmeriCorps program that provides reading support
for students in Pre-K through 3rd grade. She is a trained tutor
that implements evidence based literacy instruction and
assessment protocols. Ms. Kindt truly makes a difference

in our HBC students’ lives!!!

SWIMMING LESSONS: We are happy to once again have
students in grades 2-5 take swimming lessons as part of

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER

Friday, March 2: Read Across America Day Observed
March 16-20: Grades 2-5 Swimming Lessons during school hours
Friday, March 20: Last day of 3rd Quarter

Monday, March 23: No School/Staff Professional Development
Tuesday, March 24: Begin 4th Quarter

Friday, March 13: Kindergarten Round Up

Friday, March 13- NO School for current Kindergarten Students

the Physical Education curriculum. Students will be bussed to the Luverne
Area Aquatics & Fitness for nine lessons from March 16 to March 20.
Parents are responsible for $20 of the fee. Please contact the school office
if the fee is a hardship for your family.

KINDERGARTEN ROUND UP: Friday, March 13th is Kindergarten Round
Up. H-BC Elementary hosts this full day experience to benefit students
transitioning to Kindergarten next year. Children who will be 5 years old on
or before August 31, 2026 are welcome. Parents attend from 8:15 am until
approximately 9:15 to start the day. The current 2025-2026 kindergarten
students do not have school on March 13th. All fall of 2026 Kindergarten
Students are encouraged to attend. Please call the school office if you did
not receive an invitation.

LPA ENROLLMENT: The 2026-27 Little Patriot Academy Preschool
registration is now open! Check out the information here: 2026-2027 LPA

Registration

MCA ASSESSMENTS: Please take time to encourage your student(s) to
do their best on these high-stake tests. The assessment schedule calendar
can be found HERE. The school asks that diligence is taken on the parent'’s
part to ensure that their students are in attendance. Here is a link to
resources.

Mr. Holthaus
Elementary Principal, Superintendent

Please don't hesitate to email ( ) or call
(507) 962-3240 ext. 2016 if you have questions or concerns.


mailto:t.holthaus%40isd671.net?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WZ8eoJaxl7KghdJzVXgbD6dYW3G23eQ-J7gOiCqbwBw/edit?usp=sharing_eil_se_dm&ts=698b36a1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WZ8eoJaxl7KghdJzVXgbD6dYW3G23eQ-J7gOiCqbwBw/edit?usp=sharing_eil_se_dm&ts=698b36a1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17GzXxqylNR6XlQaEQQp1BH_7QcquFX4A5aXrH_sXHYA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17GzXxqylNR6XlQaEQQp1BH_7QcquFX4A5aXrH_sXHYA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hbcpatriots.com/documents/mca-testing-items/13825
https://www.hbcpatriots.com/documents/mca-testing-items/13825
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NEWSLETTER

Don’t miss any updates from Hills-Beaver Creek!

Follow these steps when downloading the mobile app:

1. Search‘HBC Patriots, MN’ in your phone’s app store and download the app

2. Select ‘ALLOW’ when prompted on initial download to ensure you receive notifications
3. Openthe HBC Patriots app, and navigate to the left-side menu for ‘SETTINGS’
4.

Ensure your settings are turned on and your school is selected
f GET ITON | [ # Download on the |
‘ Google Play \ @& App Store |



https://apps.apple.com/us/app/hbc-patriots/id1237714000?ls=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/hbc-patriots/id1237714000?ls=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/hbc-patriots/id1237714000?ls=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.apptegy.hillsbeaver
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.apptegy.hillsbeaver

Mr. Kellenberger’s Secondary Monthly Report

Spring Greetings! Bring on the WARMER WEATHER! February flew by and it is already March! We
had a lot to Celebrate in February! Congratulations to our 8th Grade Boys, Varsity Girls and Varsity
Boys Basketball teams. These teams won the Red Rock Conference tournaments!

PSEO Information

PSEOQ information was emailed out to all parents
in grades 8th - 11th. Students and parents may
speak with Ms. Sandbulte about PSEO course
offerings for 26-27.

ACT Prep Course

Our Juniors will take the ACT - American
College Test, on Tuesday, April 21, 2026. This
test is FREE of charge and will allow students
to test in the subjects of Reading, English,

Drivers Education Math and Science. This important test is
The Driver's Education Course started on February 24. The class will mostly be held a GREAT way to help students show off
after school for a duration of three weeks ending on March 12th. The class is a total of their academic skills and get more financial
30 hours of coursework and will be taught by instructor Paula Lammert. support - scholarships.
Standardized Spring Testing Coming Up To prepare for the ACT, Juniors took the
MCA tests are also coming up in mid-April. Students will be practicing with some test Practice ACT on Wednesday, February 11,
taking strategies in the classroom leading up to the exam. Students in grades 6th 2026. The students’ Practice ACT was
(reading & math), 7th (reading and math), 8 (reading, math & science), 10 (reading & sci- scored and students will have an idea which
ence) and 11th (math) will be taking the MCA Assessments. Here is the link to the HBC areas they should focus on during the month
Assessment Calendar. of March. Juniors will also be working

o o through a program called John Baylor's On
Sp"ng Sports are Startlng Soon! to College which helps review academic and

Keep up to date on all of the Spring Sports activities at this link test taking skills before the assessment. On

average, students who take this course will
increase their ACT by 2-3 points. This could
Mr. Kellenberger mean thousands of dollars in savings for
Secondary Principal parents and students and more opportunities

( ) or call (507) 962-3240 ext. 3009 for your student. Please encourage your

if you have questions or concerns. Junior to keep practicing and preparing for
the ACT.



mailto:a.kellenberger%40isd671.net?subject=
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17GzXxqylNR6XlQaEQQp1BH_7QcquFX4A5aXrH_sXHYA/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17GzXxqylNR6XlQaEQQp1BH_7QcquFX4A5aXrH_sXHYA/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.hbcpatriots.com/athletics




CELELBRATING [FlFA VV[El

February 23rd-27th was national FFA week. The club celebrating with dress up
days, a pancake feed, drive your tractor to school day and a scavenger hunt taking
place throughout the week. March 9 a team of students will travel to Jackson, MN

for a crops/agronomy competition. A BIG THANK YOU to New Vision for the $500
donation to the FFA program.

Wyett, Jayden, RG and Michael
competed in the SW/WC welding
competition held at MN West
Jackson campus.

The team of four finished in
second place, based on points
scored. Wyett took 4th overall in
total individual points.
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HBC JUNIOR HIGH STUDENT COUNCIL
PRESENTS

Masquerade
Formal

COST $5 PER TICKET (SEE MRS. BASS)

WEAR FORMAL ATTIRE AND MASKS ARE
OPTIONAL

FRIDAY e MARCH 13 e 7:30-9:30 PM

SNACKS AND DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDED

HIGH SCHOOL COMMON'S




I LOVE TO READ

oLay

ELEMENTARY Patriot Reading Olympics

To celebrate | Love to Read Month,
Secondary Student Council visited the
elementary school for a morning of reading
and gym. Students at the elementary school
are also celebrating teamwork with their
Olympic Village of Reading.

STUDENT FLAGS ARE DUE
MONDAY, MARCH 2
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OPEN GYM  *
FINAL DAY is MARCH 29
Sunday Open Gym at Hugo Goehle “
Open to all ages from 1to 3 p.m.
Elementary Gym in Beaver from 1-2:30 PM. +
For kids K-6 with a parent present. d
BIG SIOUX BASKETBALL

The Big Sioux Basketball League wraps up their seasen in March.
H-BC had 70 2nd-6" grade students participate, with |12 volunteer coaches
leading the teams. THANK YOU fo the parents whe stepped up to coach!

Youth basketball camp
from the past four
Saturdays!

It included preschool
through first grade, and
we had 36 kids.

We are having a great time at Patriot Pals!
Interested in learning more about how Patriot
Pals may be the perfect fit for your family?
Email t.voss@isd671.net for a tour or
information.
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PARTICIPANTS MUST EITHER LIVE OR ATTEND SCHOOL IN THE H-BC SCHOOL DISTRICT.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbUpRu9AW3n7k4wQ2ns1TGyT1ESJ2O5HUcTwF0ZgMapFUIYg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeh-Ci1p2Nm9WBnI8lKEjyNuBqzIwgxjMG0FRPeB1xlTsPolQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZ0F3Uap8engl0HraoiuFvkRXNbH9FCyvHfQ7aUHzjluclRA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScK4ZEdlSZn6FsLAgqOLWPKX1tjsxPiK7-wMWJ-_9HSgBjt-Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxYayomXoJJpGMFpiYD86hwTntxO3SRx2BfEABYvdvWX9t1A/viewform?usp=dialog

order your ELEMENTARY

YEARBOOK

color photos - soft cover - only $20

PAY ONLINE PAY WITH CHECK

Print this form and return to

Order online at school along with $20 check
hitps://shop.memorybook.com  ake payable to

School code 078710M H-BC Elementary Yearbook

ORDER BY MARCH 20

RETURN TO SCHOOL ALONG WITH PAYMENT

Student Name Grade

Teacher Name

Yearbook Order Quantity ($20 each)

Total Enclosed $


https://shop.memorybook.com

PLEASE JOIN US FOR:

HILLS-BEAVER CREEK
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

KINDERGARTEN
ROUND-UP

FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2026

Parents Attend - 8:15-9:15 am
Round-Up Students Attend School for the Day - 8:15-3:30 pm

e Children who will be five on or before August 31, 2026, are invited.
e Lunch, milk break and snack will be provided for all students.

* Please let us know in advance if your child has dietary restrictions.
» H-BC Kindergarten is an all-day Monday-Friday Program.

ULL DAY OF FUN & LEARNING!

PLEASE BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

« Completed Registration Form

« Birth Certificate Copy or other verification of age
 Record of Immunizations

« Student Transportation Form

Please call H-BC Elementary to request a packet.

‘A‘ 507-673-254]




ar y Chil hood/

Famil Educati

ECFE is a program for parents/guardians and children from birth
to age 5. ECFE is based on the idea that parents/quardians provide
their child’s first and most significant learning environment and are
the child’s first and most important teachers. We work to support
you as a parent/caregiver and to strengthen families.

A TYPICAL ECFE CLASS INCLUDES:
* Parent-child interaction: Time together to enjoy a classroom filled with
developmentally appropriate learning activities.
« Parent education: Relevant, effective education and support that encourage
the growth and development of families.
* Children's activity time: Children explore, gain independence and practice
social skills with the guidance of a licensed early childhood teacher.

MARK YOU CALENDARS TO JOIN US!
6:00-7:00 pm in the Preschool Room

March3 - March24 - March31 -« April21 + April 28

PARENT'S NAME:

— ECFE ENROLLMENT FORM - PLEASE RETURN ALONG WITH $20 ——

PHOME: Please izt the number you can be reached at in the event class is canceled
EMAIL ADDRESS

ADDRESS: CITY:

CHILD/CHILDREN NAMES & BIRTHDATE:

PARENT SIGNATURE:

DATE:




®
LITTLE PATRIOT ACADEMY

2026-27 ENROLLMENT

PRESCHOOL PROGRAM OPTIONS:

3/4 Year Olds AM 2 days/week
3/4 Year Olds AM 3 days/week
4/5 Year Olds PM 5 days/week

INFORMATION 3.
REGISTRATION HERE: @

LPA 2026/27 Registration Link

Questions may be directed to:
t.holthaus@isd671.net



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdco24nQAorL2l_zwZ4JD9SolfD2YO0gIKVWhtE-VHOpgZtzQ/viewform

THE ABSOLUTE TRUE DIARY OF A PART-TIME INDIAN,
BY SHERMAN ALEXIE

Growing up, there can be things that you never expect because you have to
discover yourself in ways that you could never imagine. In “The Absolute True Diary
of a Part-Time Indian” by Sherman Alexie, I found some connections because I never
imagined myself where I amn now. I didn’t know I’d move to America and go to school
here, I thought I was going to be on the islands until I'm dead. The main character in
the book, Arnold, grew up in an American Indian tribe and he went to school on the
reservation most of his life but transferred to Reardan high-school. We both also
came from broke families where the main difference is I'm Micronesian he’s
Indian.

I like this book a lot because it has all kinds of emotions and I recommend
only juniors and seniors to read this. It’s hilarious, sad, and it could also
make you angry just by reading it. This “part-time Indian” kid was born
with a “cerebral spinal fluid inside his skull” and the way he say it, is just
funny. This kid is different for real, but with current technology he might just
make it. The sad thing though is that they were very poor and they live on a
reservation and he was the one that’s willing to take it as far as he can and that’s
all because of his teacher Mr.P. I can relate to him because I also want to do whatever I can to give my family a great
life. The way Arnold Spirit talks about his childhood is very raw and detailed and I think that’s what’s great about it.
The way he talks about his junior year is real, some kids may not be able to handle it.

The author’s purpose shows that no matter where you are from you can still do things if you really put your mind
to it. It also shows that things are not always easy, but in the long run it will get better, and putting yourself out there
will be scary at first but once you tell yourself that you can do it, it will easily be up to you from that point on. The way
I see it, it’s true: when I first came into America and went to school, I was nervous, scared, and the social anxiety was
kicking in like crazy. The hardest thing was to learn English because that was not my first language. The first day of
school nobody talked to me. The teacher tried. I was just nodding because I had no idea what to say back even though
I did understand her. After that day, I forgot what my bus number was so I prayed. I walked up to the teacher and
said, “Where...is...the...bus?” but it didn’t even sound like a question and yes there were long pauses after each word.
Through all that though, I am here now and I think that’s just what this book is about. The more you put yourself out
there the more you’ll know what’s going on and what’s to do. “Be comfortable with uncomfortable”.

This book is amazing and I highly recommend students in eleventh and twelfth grade read it because some people
may find connection in it and some might just have a good laugh from it. An important quote from this book: “I forgive
you. It doesn’t matter how much I don’t want to forgive you but I have to forgive you.”. God always forgives and it’s a
sin to not forgive people when they do something wrong. Everyone makes mistakes and some people say “forgive and
forget” Which is a good thing but forgetting things is not easy.

HARRY POTTER AND THE SORCERERS STONE, BY J.K. ROWLING

An 11 year old boy, parentless and living with his aunt, uncle, and cousin who all despised his very existence. This
was Harry Potter’s life but unbeknownst to him, everything he knew was about to change. Harry Potter and The
Sorcerer’s Stone, written by J.K. Rowling is a fiction book about a young boy learning about his past and going through
the magic school of Hogwarts.

Harry was an 11 year old boy who was lied to about his parents death by his aunt and
uncle who had been taking care of Harry. Soon the truth came out as Harry got invited to go to
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry where he would learn magic and become a wizard
like his father. He had no idea he would encounter his parents’ killer who is looking for the
Sosorers stone.

Throughout this book there is a recurring theme of overcoming challenges, puzzles, and
mystery. I feel like the author of this book wrote the series to entertain but also keep the reader
wondering about what will happen next. That’s something I noticed when I started reading: my
mind racing wondering what was next.



MYTHOLOGY, BY EDITH HAMILTON

Mythology, by Edith Hamilton, has a lot of short stories about famous mythology. Out of
all of the stories, Cupid and Psyche was the most interesting due to their love story. Their love
story represents how it is important to respect and trust one another in relationships, and that
boundaries are a sign of respect for couples to follow.

In the story, Psyche had broken Cupid’s trust due to not following instructions which resulted in him leaving her.
“Love cannot live where there is no trust,” Cupid said, before he fled from Psyche. Psyche replies with, “Is he gone
from me forever?... At any rate...I can spend the rest of my life searching for him. If he has no more love left for me,
at least I can show him how much I love him.” She decided to search for Cupid to restart their relationship on better
terms. Along the way, she ran into Venus, Cupid’s mother, and worked for her despite Venus treating her poorly.
Cupid finally returned and rescued her from his mother, gave Psyche another chance, and married her.

The story focuses on trusting one another in a relationship. The significant other should respect boundaries given
to them. There are consequences to not following boundaries, which could be a breakup. However, there could be a
rare chance that the couple goes back to each other. The author’s purpose was to show how important trust can be.

This book has lots of small interesting stories inside that readers might enjoy. I would mostly recommend this
book to those who love mythology. Cupid and Psyche’s love story is an example of why couples should respect and
trust each other. When the couples follow the boundaries that were set, the love grows stronger.

YOU LIKE IT DARKER, STEPHEN KING

We have all heard of the legendary writer, Stephen King. I
think all his books are great and very interesting. You Like It
Darker is no different than the others. This book is a good mix
of scary, but not too scary. There are multiple short stories in this
book, but my personal favorite is called “Rattlesnakes”.

“Rattlesnakes” is the sequel to the horror story “Cujo”. Rattlesnakes starts with
the father of the kid from Cujo: Vic. This story takes place 30 years after Cujo and
Vic’s wife passed away. My favorite quote from this book is “The world is full of
rattlesnakes. Sometimes you step on them and they don’t bite. Sometimes you step
over them and they bite anyway”.

The main theme I found in this book is a dark, abnormal paranormal setting. Most
of these short stories involved paranormal activities. It seems that Stephen King
really explored his ghostly side in this book. He has his purposes and hidden meanings that are sometimes hard to
find. I believe his purpose for writing this is because it came to him in a dream, he states in the end of the book that
“my greatest stories come from dreams that I modify.”

Ags you can see this book is a worthy read. It will keep you staying up looking for more. I recommend this book to
anyone who is looking for a calmer not so scary paranorimal book. It has scary elements but is not too scary. Now you
can go and pick up this book at almost any book store you can find.
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