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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

ADREONNA REED

Adreonna Reed describes herself as outgoing. Her favorite
high school memory was the junior prom. This year, her
favorite class has been 4th period Library Aide with Demoine
Brown because he makes it enjoyable. She has been involved
in FCCLA, was recently inducted into the National Honor
Society. She balances her school committments while also
working at Burger King.

Although she says her senior year felt rushed at times, Reed
stayed focused on her goals and is most proud of making it
to graduation. She says she will miss the relationships she
built with classmates, underclassmen, and teachers.

Throughout high school, Reed learned that friends may
come and go, but you always have yourself. She credits
Patricia Blankenship as her most influential mentor for
supporting her during tough times. After graduation, she
plans to attend the University of Central Arkansas and major
in nursing. She would like to thank God, her mom Brandy
Lee, and her teachers for helping her reach this milestone.



COMMUNICATION

Blytheville High School will hold Parent-Teacher Conferences on February 17
and February 19 from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. These meetings give parents and
teachers a chance to discuss how students are performing in school, and the
school encourages all families to attend and take part in this important
event.

Parent involvement plays a vital role in a student’s education. By attending
conferences, parents learn more about what their child is being taught, how
lessons are presented, and how their child is progressing academically. These
meetings provide valuable time to talk about student strengths as well as
areas where improvement may be needed. Education does not stop when
the school day ends, as many students need extra practice at home to fully
understand certain lessons. When families remain involved, they can help
review schoolwork, complete assignments, and build strong study habits.

At Blytheville High School, the conference process is simple. Parents will
begin at the Welcome Center to pick up their child’s progress report and
class schedule before visiting each teacher to ask questions and discuss
performance. These conferences help create a strong partnership between
home and school, benefiting every student.



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

ANGEL PERRY

Angel Perry has attended Blytheville Schools her entire life.
She says that although she is not interested in joining clubs,
she really loves Mrs. Kim Byrd's classes because she's a “really
good teacher."

Perry's proudest achievement at BHS is making all As and
staying out of trouble. She said she is most inspired by her
parents. Perry says, "My dad, he gets me right with school
and wants the best for me. My mom, she [also] wants
what's best for me and to set a good example."

Outside of school, if Perry is not hanging out with her friends,
she says you can catch her at home, laying in her bed. "am a
homebody. I don't like going out and partying. I just want
to get right with God and keep to myself."”

After high school, Perry plans to attend Arkansas State
University and later qualify for nursing school. She said she
used to watch a lot of Grey's Anatomy, and that show inspired
her to want to become a registered nurse (RN).



BHS COUNSELOR

COUNSELOR SPOTLIGHT

KELVIN MOORE

Originally from Kennett, Missouri, our high school counselor, Mr.
Kelvin Moore, has always had a heart for growth, change, and
working with young people. Although his career path was not always
clear from the start, each step helped shape the counselor he is
today.

When he was younger, he had several interests. At first, he
considered going into marketing and advertising for clothing and
design companies. However, during high school and college, his
interests shifted. He realized he wanted to work with youth and
make a difference in the lives of the youth.

As a student, he described himself as involved and social. While he
admits he could have applied himself more academically, he is
grateful to have experienced being a normal kid. He graduated from
Kennett High School and later attended Lincoln University and
Missouri State University, where he earned his bachelor's degree.
Later, he earned his master’'s degree from Arkansas State University.

Before becoming a school counselor, Moore gained experience
working with young people in various roles. He worked in after-
school child care at the YMCA, then as a treatment care facilitator
and case manager. He later became a college and career advisor at
KIPP before transitioning into a counseling position at Blytheville
Middle school. While completing his master's internship at Arkansas
State University, his supervisor, Audrey Parker, encouraged him to
apply for his current role, which ultimately brought him to Blytheville
High School.

Outside of school, he prioritizes exercise, eating healthy, spending
time with friends and family, and traveling whenever he can. His
nieces are especially important to him, whom he cares deeply about.

What's it like being a counselor?

Moore's main goal is to ensure students are on the right path—not just
during high school, but beyond. “I make sure they are okay
emotionally and socially and provide resources for those who need
them,” he added. The counselor’s job isn't without challenges. “No day is
the same,” he explained. “Things can change at the drop of a dime.”

As part of the school’s first response team, Moore must remain flexible
and ready for anything. To cope with difficult days, he focuses on
maintaining balance. He believes in leaving work at work. What he enjoys
most about his job is advocating for students. He values building
relationships, getting to know students personally, and being a resource
they can rely on.

His advice to students: “Don’t give up. Even if situations may not seem
favorable at the time, there are always paths and ways to put
yourself in a better position. Everyone has a different path, and
success looks different for others.”



BHS students recently attended the District || FBLA Spring
Conference event in Pocahontas. During the February 6"
competition, members met and spoke with other FBLA students
from across the area as they presented their projects. The
conference allowed participants to engage with peers and
demonstrate their presentation skills at the district level.

Congratulations to the following members on
their accomplishments!

Kaylee Kimble- 3™ in Accounting
Micah Wilson- 3 in Visual Design
Ryley Walker- 5% in Journalism



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

SHY'ERIS WEAVER

Shy'Eris Weaver has been attending the Blytheville School
District since kindergarten. Her hobbies include working,
reading, and singing sometimes. Weaver is an active member in
Future Farmers of America (FFA) as Junior Advisor, French Club,
Interact Club, and Science Club.

Weaver's former assistant band director, Mr. Montgomery, has
had the biggest impact on her. “He was focused on teaching us
as a whole and made sure that we sounded nice enough to go
perform for others.” If she could give any advice to
underclassmen, it would be, “Make sure that you're at school
on time and doing your work, because all of that does catch
up to you in the long run.” Her biggest inspiration is her mom
because she shows her that she should always do better.

After graduation, Weaver plans to go to college to become a
neurosurgeon. One thing that she is excited about for the future
is making something of herself. To the current high school
students and upcoming ones, she shares: “No matter what is
trending at the moment, such as skipping class and missing
school, it's going to hurt you in the long run. That's not a
good look.”






SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

JAQUAN PIGGEE

Jaquan Piggee is the son of Vernessa Johnson. His favorite
teacher at BHS is Orissa Williams because she lifts up his
spirit and gives him great advice on his future.

After high school, Piggee wants to work toward a career in
HVAC and entrepreneurialship, designing clothes, and being
a public figure. He looks up to his Grandma Lee because,
after his grandpa died, he loved how she kept pushing
herself after all the things she went through. “It makes me
realize she’s a true soldier and just wants me to succeed.”

Piggee is thankful for his friends being around through all
the years and keeping him afloat, making him realize there's
more to life. He is motivated by his Grandma Jessie, stating,
“l loved staying with her when my parents were gone. No
matter how bored | was, she did everything for me and
was a good woman overall.”

Finally, Piggee encourages underclassmen to, “Be a leader,
not a follower, and make sure you leave a great spirit
behind everywhere you go.”



ie's first
\y‘he\l\\
. ogah B y Y.
Mayor Me‘ifi'\\c—an Arnerican mMaye

female

Vaness

Q Stew,

Chi art ser
efof Police o, th\;ess/a

Department

the Assistan;
eVille DO“Ce

b
ia Jackso
Chef Sheme! ot's sweet dt

owner of O yamato steel

usiness

Nucor-

Frederick Clay Sr, local pastor of Morning
Star M.B Church. He is also volunteers in
the Blytheville School District

osecut-\ng

r
n Attorneys

Deputy P
ket & Nelso

curtis Wal iker
agtorney at gt Law.

Sandy "Bebe" )

me o .
N Support mr;’;zumty
Oring‘



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

AKAYIA VEASLEY

Akayia Veasley has been attending the Blytheville School
District since kindergarten. She is described as very outgoing,
nice, and loud. Akayia was one of the football team’s managers
this year.

Akayia's favorite high school memory is Homecoming. “We get
together as a class, decorate posters, and cheer on our
classmates.” Her biggest accomplishment in high school, so
far, is applying to ANC for pharmacy. Her teacher, Dorothy
Brooks, has had the biggest impact on her because she is
always on her about her grades and motivates her to keep
going. If Akayia could give any advice to underclassmen, it
would be, “Always be on time for class, have good grades,
and be positive about everything you do.” Her biggest
inspiration is herself because even when she’s at her lowest, she
always reminds herself to keep going.

After Akayia graduates from high school, she plans to go to
pharmacy school to become a pharmacist. One thing that she is
excited about for the future is getting older, and her favorite
Bible verse is Philippians 413, “I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.”



Recognizing Excellence

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

INDUCTION CEREMONY

The National Honor Society (NHS) induction ceremony is
an event that celebrates the accomplishments of
students who have demonstrated excellence in
scholarship, leadership, service, and character. During
the ceremony, selected students are formally inducted
into NHS with a pin and a certificate to recognize their
achievements.

NEW MEMBERS INCLUDE:

Reyadh Alkayfee Johnny Moore
Chad Bell Jordan Moore
Erin Bell Jon’'Bernai Prunty
Payden Brown Adreonna Reed
De'asja Daniels Courtney Rogers
Jazmyne Hill Tatiyana Rumph
Rubi Juarez Matthew Selvy
Kaylee Kimble Tykira Smith
LaDonna King Tori Stewart
Zyrihanna McNear Sherri Walton

Koree Weatherspoon

NHS officers opened the ceremony by
highlighting the values and mission of
the organization. Inductions featured
a candle-lighting tradition that
represents the four pillars of the NHS:

Scholarship
Presented by Micah Wison

Service
Presented by Ella Miller

Leadership
Presented by Rico Moore

Character
Presented by Ryley Walker



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

KY'MARA MCDUFFIE

Ky'mara McDuffie came to Blytheville from Memphis,
Tennessee. She wants to go to college and cosmetology
school, so she can start her own hair and makeup business.
McDuffie advises younger students to take their first year
of high school seriously. “It really matters and follows you
throughout.” One of her best memories from high school
is Homecoming, a time full of excitement and school spirit.

McDuffie is inspired by her teacher, Patricia Blankenship,
who helped her stay focused, even when things got tough.
Outside of school, she spends a lot of time practicing her
hair and makeup skills. Her favorite quote is by Mallory
Hopkins: “Life is short. Smile while you still have teeth.”
It reminds her to enjoy life and have fun along the way.

Looking ahead, McDuffie is excited about graduating and
starting the next chapter of her life. “I’'m ready for what’s
next,” she says. She is proud of making it to 18 and
becoming a senior. “I'm proud of how far I've come.” She
is excited for the opportunity to continue working toward
her dreams.



SNOW DAYS

AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE BSD:
Due to the seven inclement-weather days and five make-up days already built into the school calendar,
the district will review the remaining days and inform families if additional make-up days are required.



BHS LEADERSHIP

INSTRUCTIONAL
LEADERSHIP SPOTLIGHT

KIM MCGEHEE

Kim McGehee is a BHS educator who enjoys building
connections with students and the school community.
McGehee was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, and raised in
Dumas. She graduated fromm Dumas High School in 2002 and
went on to attend college at the University of Central Arkansas
in Conway, Arkansas. It was there that she obtained a
bachelor’'s degree in Middle Level Education with an emphasis
in math and science. McGehee stated that she came to
Blytheville School District as the result of an answered prayer.
She prayed to God that she would go to a school where she
could make a lasting impact, and she was offered a job at the
former Blytheville Intermediate School in 2007.

In her 18 years as an educator, McGehee has operated in several
roles. First, she taught 5" grade math for ten years before
moving up to the 8™ grade for about six years. Afterwards,
McGehee became a Multi-Classroom Leader at Blytheville
Elementary School for about two years before joining the BHS
staff this year to serve as an Instructional Facilitator and
Building Test Coordinator.

When she'’s not working, McGehee enjoys going to church,
spending time with family, dining out, watching movies, and
traveling. In the coming years of her career, McGehee hopes to
see students improve their mathematical skills and teachers
improve their instructional practices.

“l hope that me being here in Blytheville has been impactful
and that students and teachers will grow.”

What exactly does Ms. McGehee do as IF & BTC?

McGehee is both an Instructional Facilitator (IF) and Building Test
Coordinator (BTC) at BHS. As an Instructional Facilitator, she is a secondary
instructor who helps both students and teachers become successful in the
classroom. Some of her duties include observing classrooms, monitoring
students, engaging with students to improve learning, and supporting
teachers’ instructional methods.

As a Building Test Coordinator, McGehee helps to make sure that
standardized tests are administered properly. She, along with Candice
Groves, the other BTC at BHS, helps ensure that teachers are trained to help
supervise testing sessions, prepare and secure confidential testing
materials, make sure the testing environments are free from any violations,
and review data. McGehee describes her job as one that “keeps you busy,”
but isn't difficult for her because of the way she handles it.



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

JAGEI RAZOR

Jacei Razor cherishes her high school experiences,
especially "Throwback Thursday" in the 9™ grade, which
brought her class closer together. Influenced by Dorothy
Brooks' CTE Survey of Business class, she gained essential
skills for college applications and job readiness. Lisa Chew
has also been a supportive teacher, balancing fun with
focus, making her classes enjoyable and engaging.

After graduation, Razor plans to study Business
Technology at schools like Green Tech, Arkansas State
University, or Louisiana State University. Her advice to
incoming freshmen is to enjoy their high school years,
avoid distractions, and:

"Never change yourself for anyone."

Proud of making the Honor Roll while staying committed
to her studies, Razor believes in the power of perseverance.
She hopes her classmates find success and emphasizes
that "God always has you."



BHS CHOOSES KINDNESS

Blytheville High School is excited to celebrate Random Acts of Kindness Week for us to
intentionally spread positivity, encouragement, and joy throughout our campus.

Dress-up themes for the
week of February 16-20
Monday, February 16 — “Kindness Makes the Heart

Grow"
Wear red, pink, or clothing with hearts.

Tuesday, February 17 — “Kindness Colors Our World”
Dress in your favorite color.

Wednesday, February 18 — “Kind Words Matter”
Wear clothing with positive or kind messages.

Thursday, February 19 — “Kindness is Magical”
Wear your favorite Disney character.

Friday, February 20 — “Kindness is My Superpower”
Wear your favorite superhero shirt.



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

KADARIUS JONES

Kadarius Jones is the son of Krystal Fowler and Marvin
Fowler. Jones stays focused on his classes and works hard to
stay on track. Outside of school, Jones spents a lot of time in
the gym, improving strength, mindset, and overall health.
His favorite teacher at BHS is his math teacher, Bill Brandon,
because “he consistently motivated me to push my limits
and improve to get better grades.”

His favorite high school experience is spending time with his
friends and making memories. He is grateful for his parents
and friends. “They have always been there for me,
supporting me through challenges and celebrating my
successes. Their encouragement means everything to
me.”

After high school, Jones plans to go to college for computer
science. He is motivated by the desire to succeed “not only
for myself, but also to make my parents proud of
everything I accomplish.” He looks up to his parents and
teachers because of their hard work, dedication, and the
sacrifices they've made to help him achieve his goals.



Check out “The Arrow” newspaper page in the NEA Town Courier
to see more about what's happening at Blytheville High School!
BHS Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/blythevillehigh

BSD Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/BlythevilleSchoolDistrict
Blytheville School District: www.blythevilleschools.com

600 N 10'" Street | Blytheville, AR 72315 | 870-762-2772
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