
Taylor Ridge Elementary School

Updates and Information

Happy Friday, TRE Families and Friends.

Two weeks in the books and we’re diving right into curriculum and 
a lot of learning! 

MAP testing will take place next week. We use MAP as a progress 
monitoring tool to help us follow student growth throughout their 

years in school from kindergarten through 8th grade. 

Our first fire drill will take place next week! We will knock out 
other safety drills throughout the year in accordance with state 

guidelines. 

There is a heatwave on its way next week. Please have students 
dress accordingly and make sure to send a water bottle with them 

to school! Monday, 8/31 and Tuesday, 9/1 will be 1:30 p.m. 
dismissal days due to the weather conditions. 

The SEL Newsletter, Music News, Nurse Updates, and the 
September Kitchen Menus are attached below.  

As always, if you have any questions for us at TRE, feel free to 
contact the office at (309) 793-8070. 

 -Mr. Goben



Important Dates for this Week / Near Future

Monday 8/31 and Tuesday 9/1 will be 1:30 dismissal days due to 
the weather conditions. 

School Improvement Early Dismissal - 11:30 - 9/25

Picture Day 10/2

Breakfast & Lunch Pricing 

Breakfast: $2.75 

Elementary Lunch: $3.45 

Milk: $0.44 

**If your family is interested in financial assistance for food, 
please fill out the free or reduced lunch pricing waiver form. This 
is available to ALL families. If you would like to fill one out, please 
email me directly at tgoben@rr300.org and I will make sure to get 
one to you!**





Learning about the different types of
voices and how we use them is a big
focus at the beginning of the year,
especially in kindergarten. Puppets
will be used to help kids gain
confidence in their singing voices, and
children’s books will be used for more
vocal exploration. Some I will use this
fall include We’re Going on a Bear
Hunt, Fortunately, and the Listening
Walk.

The K-2 Holiday Program will be held the evening of
Wednesday, December 16 . More details to follow in the
coming months.
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This quarter we will be doing a lot of activities that reinforce
expectations when it comes to playing unpitched percussion
instruments (pictured above). Games like “Silent Instrument
Ninja” help students practice keeping instruments quiet until
it’s time to play. Kindergarten will participate in a farm unit
where each instrument is represented by a different animal.
They will learn how to play the above instruments properly
and will learn lots of animal songs.

My name is Anna Winn and I am your child’s music teacher this year! This is
my 3rd year teaching at both Taylor Ridge and Illinois City. I am very excited
for the year ahead, and to continue seeing each class every day for 20
minutes of music. My hope is that throughout the year, students will
develop a love and appreciation for music while building skills through
singing, movement, listening, and playing instruments. I will put out a
newsletter once per quarter with info and updates on what’s happening in
the music room :)

Being able to keep a steady beat is
an essential 1st quarter skill, as
students will need this skill for the
rest of the year in music. Kids will
practice steady beat through
locomotor and non-locomotor
movement and passing games. We
will also use our steady “BEET”
friend (below) when learning a new
song to show where the beat is. 

MUSIC NEWS
Hello, Families!

EMAIL:

Singing:

Playing:

Movement:

awinn@rr300.org

Mark Your Calendar!

1  & 2  graders
will also use can
stations - kind
of like a mini
drum set
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Labor Day

Columbus Day

P/T Conferences

Thanksgiving Break

Christmas Break

MLK Day

President’s Day

Spring & Easter Break
8 DAY BREAK MAR 22-29 - NO SCHOOL

3 DAY WEEKEND SEPT 5-7 - NO SCHOOL

3 DAY WEEKEND JAN 16-18 - NO SCHOOL

3 DAY WEEKEND FEB 13-15 - NO SCHOOL

3 DAY WEEKEND OCT 10-12 - NO SCHOOL

5 DAY WEEKEND NOV 25-29 - NO SCHOOL

14 DAY BREAK DEC 23-JAN 5 - NO SCHOOL

4 DAY WEEKEND OCT 30-NOV 2 - NO SCHOOL

2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR

School Break 
Planner 
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