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Effective Compliance with the law







Reach parents about firearm safety in an accessible, meaningful way


In 2024, the Michigan Legislature passed Public Act 258, requiring the board of a school district or intermediate school district, the board of directors of a public school academy, or the governing body of a nonpublic school to distribute informational resources on secure firearm storage to parents and caregivers.
Secure firearm storage is an evidence-based strategy we can prevent youth firearm tragedies - and is the law in Michigan when children are present or are likely to be. Whether we are speaking of youth firearm suicide, accidental shootings when a child gets access to an unsecured gun, or preventing students from bringing firearms to school, locking up a firearm in a safe or with a lock can prevent death or injury in a moment of curiosity or crisis. Locking up firearms at home reduces the chances of child access and bringing firearms on school grounds, hence the name ‘Safe Homes, Safe Schools’.
This is a guide to support school administrators in complying with not only the letter of the law, but also the spirit, making the information accessible and motivating to parents.

School/District obligations under Public Act 258 of 2024, “Safe Homes, Safe Schools”
Post a link to the Department of Education’s “Safe Storage Law” resource page to your district, academy, or nonpublic school website.
Recommendations:
· Post a link to the MDE’s resource page in a high visibility location, where district caregivers are likely to encounter it. For example, directly on the homepage; in a parent resource drop-down menu or other parent landing site; in a “quick links” drop-down menu. Limiting the number of clicks required to access this resource makes it more accessible.
· If you already have something up on your website, verify that it includes the link to the MDE's resource page, which has the most up to date flyers. Every year, the MDE’s resource page will update with more recent information and resources, and include translations of the content into a number of languages. Save yourself the effort of changing your website every year by sharing this link.
· Label the page or resource link “Safe Firearm Storage” or “Secure Firearm Storage”, as opposed to “Safe Storage” or “Secure Storage”. A parent who sees the latter link on a district website will have no idea what the resource is referring to otherwise.
· Share context, along with MDE’s resource page, as to why the district cares and is sharing this information, and why parents should care, too. Share additional resources, such as where to access free gun locks or Be SMART flyers on the same page. (Sample messaging is shared later in this guide).
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Effective Compliance with the law
Directly distribute the informational flyers on MDE’s resource page to every parent or caregiver with a child in your district, academy, or nonpublic school.

· Use the communications channels parents are familiar with; for example, email, parent apps, mail, a flyer sent home in the backpack. At least one direct notification must include the flyers posted on MDE’s resource page.
· The law only requires this notification once every school year. However, it is encouraged that districts get creative, and share secure firearm storage messaging multiple times through multiple channels. Beyond what is required, additional messages could go out via automated calls or texts, on social media, or as part of enrollment paperwork.
· It is helpful to remind parents of their secure firearm storage obligations prior to school breaks and vacations, when kids will be spending increased time at home and visiting friends and family.
· We recommend at least one standalone message on secure firearm storage content specifically, as this crucial information can get easily buried in newsletter contexts.
· Share context, along with the informational flyers, as to why the district cares and is sharing this information, and why parents should care, too. Share additional resources, such as where to access free gun locks or Be SMART flyers, in your message to parents. (Sample messaging is shared below).




· For sample text and messaging development, the Michigan School Safety Initiative’s School Communication Toolkit has detailed guidance. The toolkit suggests emphasizing responsibility, acknowledging diverse storage needs, addressing practical challenges, and utilizing trauma-informed messaging. You can also reach the Michigan School Safety Initiative at schoolsafety@ umich.edu or at their contact form to consult on your implementation plan.Effective Messaging + Additional Resources

· Additional hand-outs can be found through secure firearm storage advocacy resources like Be SMART for Kids. Be SMART has particularly helpful resources for parents around having conversations with their kids about what to do if they see a gun, and around talking to extended family or other parents about securely storing their firearms when they kid comes to visit. These are available in English and Spanish.
· Gun locks can be acquired through County Health Departments and law enforcement agencies, found at this map, or through Project Child Safe. Having free gun locks available in school offices, at school board meetings, at sports, arts events, or other parent focused events, or by parent request through the district, is a direct way to encourage secure firearm storage and provide the resources to do so. It is best for this to be barrier-free; for example, open boxes in school offices and signs to help yourself.
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