
A Fresh Team
     Last year, the team graduated 
almost the entire starting lineup. Due 
to this, the expressed that the 
upperclassmen were always there to 
help her work through any nerves she 
had playing on varsity.

The Last Match
     Only one senior returned to the 
floor this year and she made a great 
impact on the team. Many 
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TRACK & FIELD State Qualifying
Congratulations to all the students for extending their Track & Field season, qualifying for the 
State Track meet in Sioux Falls next Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.
 Unoicial qualifiers are listed below. Track and Field Athletes had to end their season with a Top 24 
time in the state to qualify for their event at the state meet.

High Jump: Logan Bly 4x100: Hannah Frewaldt, Reagan Altman, Logan Bly, Jordyn Williams
1600m: Preston Bohl 4x800: Carter Siemonsma, Collin Olson, Preston Bohl, Sam Schleuter

Soccer Season 
Scoreboard

Soccer had a mix of both familiar 
foes and new opponents to their 
schedule this year. 

2023 Season
@ Belle Fourche W 2-0
@ St. Thomas More L 1-2
@ Groton Area L 0-4
v. Tea Area L 1-6
@ Huron Cancelled
v. SF Christian L 0-5
v. Vermillion L 0-3
@ Dakota Valley L 1-7
@ Vermillion L 1-7
v. West Central L 1-3
v. Dakota Valley L 1-5
@ SF Christian L 0-1
v. Marshall (MN) T 2-2
v. Groton Area L 1-3
*@ Tea (postseason) TBD

FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

WORTH MENTIONING
- The first wrestling practice starts 

on Monday, November 17.
GERMAN PHRASE OF THE WEEK

- Your Mom
- Deine Mutter

- Thanks to Johanna Knauer for 
providing the Phrase of the Week.

The Garretson FFA traveled to 
Brookings for the 96th Annual 
Convention. Garretson had six 

teams competing in their CDEs, a 
Farm Safety Quiz Bowl team, two 

seniors earning their State 
Degrees, and a Proficiency Award 

winner. 

Multiple successes were seen 
over the three day event. 

Additionally, the Garretson FFA 
was able to tour agriculture based 
facilities including the Davis Dairy 

Plant, Raven Precision Ag 
Department, and the South 

Dakota Ag Museum.

Infographic created by Tyler Erickson

STATE QUALIFIERCarter Siemonsma

Powerlifting club gets traction

All State photos. 

Photos courtesy of Photo courtesy of South Dakota Public Broadcasting.
©2025 SDPB | Tim Tushla

State Wrestling Update

…orcas are actually the largest members of the dolphin family.
…honey doesn’t spoil and it is a great preservative as well.
…fossils show that many species of dinosaurs had feathers.
…Australia is wider than the moon. Australia’s diameter from east to west is almost 4000 
km where the moon is about 3400 km in diameter .
…bees can and will sting other bees, especially if they don’t recognize them as hive mates.
…Alaska is the only state whose name is typed using just one row on the keyboard.
…giraffes are 30 times more likely to be struck by lightning than humans.I d
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1 Blue Ink

DON’T FORGET
Class Schedules are due TODAY!

    Current participants include Ava 
Peters, Amaya Millwood, Anna 
Ebbing, Johanna Knauer, Meiah 
Olson, Delilah Johnson, Wyatt Potter, 
Blake Carmody, Aiden Johnson, 
Jacoby Costello, and Jack Adler. 
They will start early December, 
practicing three days a week. 
     To compete, they will mostly be 
focusing on the squat, bench press, 
and deadlift. Throughout their 
practices, however, the athletes will 
do various exercises to prepare for 
these events. 
     Hughes said his goals for the 
program are “That the kids have fun 
and that they grow individually to 
meet their goals.” 
     Their first meet will take place in 
Baltic on January 17 followed by 
another competition before state on 
March 7 in Brookings! 

by Harper Hanisch
staff writer

    Recently, Mr. Hughes announced 
the arrival of an upcoming GHS 
powerlifting team. 
     For many years, Garretson has 
offered morning lifting sessions for 
anyone interested. Also, in the 
summer months, Hughes put on a 
summer lifting program. 
     Although Garretson has tried to 
organize a lifting program in years 
past, it has never been successful. 
     Seeing that almost 71 kids 
attended the summer lifting program, 
Hughes knew it might just work out 
this year. Discussion arose, and the 
Garretson powerlifting team was 
born. 
     Hughes stated that the kids 
become “bigger, stronger, faster, 
fewer injuries, and more confident.” 
He has noticed all of these benefits in 
his kids, as they are avid lifters. 

Infographic created by Gracie Fiegen

Cross country performs 
at its best at year’s end

New club gets a lift through new 
leadership and strong participation

Infographic created by Zach Hermanson

underclassmen built a strong 
connection with Gshown it, I think the 
bonds I had with these girls made this 
season a successful one for me. I 
truly wish them all the best in the next 
seasons.” 

Until Next Year
     The volleyball team is already 
preparing to come back next year 
stronger and better than

Seniors Cole 
Schleuter, Brecken 
Weir, and Levi Top 
strike a silly pose 
in the Indiana 
Speedway gift shop 
after taking a tour 
of the massive 
facility. Following 
this, was a well 
needed stop at 
Raising Canes as the 
FFA crew wanted to 
take advantage of a 
restaurant that is 
not available back 
home.

Photo by Harper 
Hanisch

The FFA leadershiper 
taking a tour of the 
massive facility. 
Following this, was a 
well needed stop at 
Raising Canes as the 
FFA crew wanted to 
take advantage of a 
restaurant that is 
not available back 
home.

Photo by Harper 
Hanisch

which will be on the 23 of 
November. The actual Festival of 
Trees is on November 29 and on 
December 13 at the 529. 

Something if needed

by Chase Costello
staff writer

    It’s that time of year! Garretson is 
hosting their Hometown Christmas. 
     As an addition to the annual 
celebration, they are hosting a 
festival of trees. It’s where one were 
to donate a decorated tree and they 
will display them for the town to 
come and look at. 
     The festival of trees display 
opens to the public on Small 
Business Saturday, November 29 
and on Saturday, December 13. 
More hours of the event will be 
posted on Garretson Living. 
     The Festival of Trees isn’t the 
only big thing going on in 
Garretson. The Art Trail is doing a 
fundraiser to help light up the 
community tree.
     This year will be the third year of 

this fundraiser. Thanks to all the 
donations the Art Trail has added so 
much this year to Garretson. 
     There have been a couple 
sculptures put up downtown such as 
a bison, Jesse James, a metal tree, 
and Billy the goat. 
     With all the donations this year 
the art trail will be able to go over the 
top with all the decorations for the 
community tree.  
     For the Festival of Trees, many 
local businesses and groups are 
participating including younger 
members of the community such as 
the Garretson FFA chapter, the Zion 
Lutheran Youth Group, and the 
Springdell 4-H Club.
     The organizers are very excited 
for this event and hope to see 
everyone there.

City of Garretson gets into 
holiday spirit Infographic created by Johanna Knauer

Infographic created by 
Johanna Knauer



day with awards. Photos and articles were submitted in 
early September pulling content from last school year. 
     Garretson students earned 19 awards including 7 
superiors between news writing and photography. 
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- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

3 Blue Ink Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Monday, November 24
 - First Day of Girls Basketball Practice
 - Youth Wrestling Parent/Athlete Meeting (6:00) 
Wednesday, November 26
 - No School - Thanksgiving Break
Thursday, November 27
 - No School - HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Friday, November 28
 - No School - Thanksgiving Break 
Monday, November 24
 - First Day of Girls Basketball Practice
 - Youth Wrestling Parent/Athlete Meeting (6:00) 
Wednesday, November 26
 - No School - Thanksgiving Break
Thursday, November 27
 - No School - HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Friday, November 28
 - No School - Thanksgiving Break 

Worth Mentioning

15 seconds of fame

CONGRATULATIONS

Ms. Kientopf 
was just awarded the

OUTSTANDING 
EARLY 

CAREER 
EDUCATOR

by the South Dakota Association of Agricultural 
Educators

She will go on to compete at the National level

Electric > Gas

…be Batman or Spiderman?

…find your true love today or win the 
lottery in a year?

…by in jail for 5 years or be in a coma 
for 10 years?

…have a personal maid or a personal 
chef?

…have a personal maid or a personal 
chef?

…have a pause button or a rewind 
button in real life?

…solve world hunger or solve global 
warming?

…all alone in life or be by people who 
always annoy you?

…have a personal maid or a personal 
chef?

…have a pause button or a rewind 
button in real life?

…solve world hunger or solve global 
warming?

…all alone in life or be by people who 
always annoy you?

ANSWER KEY: A6 - B1 - C3 - D5 - E4 - F2

Veteran and inaugural 
teams visit SD with a new 

take on America’s past time

by Delilah Johnson
staff writer

     For many people in 
Garretson th

Infographic created by Jordan DeWitte

Tuesday, Nov 4: Volleyball @ Baltic - Black Out
Friday, Oct 24: Football v. Colman-Egan - Disney

Monday, Oct 27: Volleyball @ Sioux Valley - Color Explosion
Themes posted on Instagram at @ghsthemes

Upcoming FanThemes

…there is a school in the Philippines made entirely of recycled pop bottles.
…kids in Finland don’t start school until age 7.
…in a remote area of Columbia, students have to travel to school on a zip line.
…in the Netherlands, children start school on their 4th birthday so there is 
always someone new in class.I d

id
n’t

 
kn

ow
 

th
at

…

Bella S. - “Chicken Run”

Zach H.. - “Thanksgiving”

Serie R. - “Fractured”

Joey T. -“Tusk”

Jackson C. - “Saltburn”

Kassidy D. -“Creep” St
ud

en
t V

oi
ceWhat is the weirdest movie 

you’ve ever seen?

Jacoby C. - “A good 2 months”

Addi H.. - “One full day”

Jackson A. - “Two years”

Gabe C. -“One Day”

Maiya S. - “I would win because I know 
how to garden.”

How long would you last in a 
zombie apocalypse?

Chain Reaction 
Answers

CHAIN #1
House - Party

Party - Animal
Animal - Cracker

Cracker - Jack
Jack - Hammer

Hammer - Head
Head - Wear

CHAIN #2
Say - Cheese

Cheese - Stick
Stick - Man
Man - Down

Down - Town
Town - Hall
Hall - Way

CHAIN #3
Throw - Rug
Rug - Burn

Burn - Cream
Cream - Cheese
Cheese - Pizza

Pizza - Oven
Oven - Cleaner

CHAIN #4
Juice - Box
Box - Office

Office - Assistant
Assistant - Director

Director - Chair
Chair - Man
Man - Hole

CHAIN #5
At - Last

Last - Nerve
Nerve - Damage

Damage - Control
Control - Group

Group - Dynamic
Dynamic - Duo

Answers may vary

by Blake Benson
staff writer

    After this past weekend the high school 
football season is all wrapped; there was 
plenty of action at the state tournament in 
Vermillion. This year there were numerous 
extraordinary games. With 9-man playing on 
Thursday and Friday following that was 
11-man playing on Friday and Saturday. 
     To start off the tournament, DR St. Mary’s 
was on fire demolishing Avon 54-6 for class 
9B. It didn’t stop there. Wall beat Howard 
60-6 for 9A, Freeman/Marion/Freeman 
Academy beat Elkton-Lake Benton 46-22 for 
9AA. All 9-man  games finished with top 
seeds winning in a convincing fashion.
     On the 11-man side, St. Thomas More 
beat Elk Point-Jefferson 48-38 for 11B; 
Pierre beat Yankton 56-35 for 11AA.
    There was a highly competitive matchup

…have a block schedule or 
regular schedule?

…have an early out or a late 
start?

…never leave South Dakota 
or never be able to come to 
the state again?

…shovel snow or mow the 
lawn?

…find true love today or win 
the lottery next year?

…be a professional athlete, 
musician, or actor?

…only drink water or only 
drink pop?

Would You 
Rather…?

JV boys basketball ends season

…there is a school in the Philippines made entirely of recycled pop bottles.
…kids in Finland don’t start school until age 7.
…in a remote area of Columbia, students have to travel to school on a zip line.
…in the Netherlands, children start school on their 4th birthday so there is always 
someone new in class.I d
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The first dire wolf pups were born in October 2024 through 
de-extinction efforts by Colosalls Biosciences lab.

Photo from colossal.com

Garretson’s baseball team has been hovering around the .500 
mark all season, a marked improvement over the previous few 
seasons. They are led by strong junior and senior players 
including Brecken Weir (above) and Treyton Decker (below).

Photos by Gracie Fiegen

College 
football 
opened up 
the season 
this past 
week with 
some 
marquee 
matchups 
including a 
rematch of 
last year’s 
national 
championshi
p game 
featuring 
number one 
Texas and 
number 
three Ohio 
State. Big 
movers this 
week 
include 
Ohio State 
taking the 
top spot, 
LSU up to 
three, and 
the 
Gamecocks 
squeaking 
into the 
top 10.

THREE WEEKS left for the first semester. Coming 
back from Thanksgiving Break there are just three 
weeks before Winter Break. After Thanksgiving, check 
your emails for the Semester Test Schedule.

CONGRATULATIONS to all of the students who have 
been recognized for showing positive ACE qualities 
(Attitude, Character, Effort). Our five winners from 
November are Cooper Smith, Alyssa Olson, Drew 
Chester, Caylix Buchholz, and Bryce Howe. Please 
see Mrs. Costello in study hall for an extra reward.

ORDER YOUR ‘25-’26 YEARBOOKS
today. They are $30 each, a steal 
for the millions of memories made 
this year.  You can order online at
ybpay.lifetouch.com. Please come 
find Dr. Buchholz if you have any 
questions.

in 11A, Sioux Falls Christian faced off against 
Lennox, which was debatably the best game of 
the tournament. With the help of Jude Prins, a 
former Garretson student, he scored a clutch 
touchdown to seal the win for Sioux Falls 
Christian 28-24. 
     Finally, Brandon Valley versus Sioux Falls 
Lincoln, arguably the most impressive 
competitors in South Dakota. Lincoln was 
looking to get revenge from early on in the 
season when Brandon beat them but 
unfortunately for Lincoln, Brandon Valley won 
in the rematch 34-27 for 11AAA. 
     Overall, this year’s state football tournament 
showed who was the toughest high school 
football teams in South Dakota. With huge 
blowouts to extremely close games, all the 
classes gave the players and fans lots of 
excitement and memorable moments. The 
tournament proved why high school football is 
such a big part of South Dakota sports.

Senior Spotlight
Serie Risty

Activities Involved In: 
High School Rodeo
Youth Group

Who/What Will You Miss Most: 
Homecoming

Favorite School Lunch: 
Crispitos

Favorite Class You’ve Taken: 
Earth Science

Plans for 
Next Year: 
Undecided

SD High School football 
season ends

Infographic created by Cade Risty

State tourney last weekend puts 
cap on season

Garretson football team 
statistical season recap

drama with the nerves 
of the west. 
     People are talking 
about it due to its 
thrillingw episodes 
streaming every Sunday 
after.

Infographic created 
by Zach Hermanson

Infographic created by Chase Costello

End of season 
banquet on 

Monday highlights 
team’s 

accomplishments

Infographic 
created by Zach 

Hermanson

Infographic created by Colton Buchholz
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3 Blue Ink Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

Who: Mr. 
Steckler

What: The 
staircase

Where: 
Outside Mr. 
Heumiller’s 

door

CONGRATULATIONS

Ms. Kientopf 
was just awarded the

OUTSTANDING 
EARLY 

CAREER 
EDUCATOR

by the South Dakota Association of Agricultural 
Educators

She will go on to compete at the National level

Electric > Gas

Blaine T. - “Taylor Swift, duh. It’s pretty 
self-explanatory.”

Harper A. - “Drake because I love him and I see all the 
videos on TikTok of his concerts and they look so fun.”

Student Voice
Would you rather…

Nora B. - “More language classes with 
an in-person teacher.”

Riley L-M. - “Astrology because I want 
to be an astronomer.”

Coleena T. - “Law of Public Safety 
Corrections because I took it in 
Brandon and it was very interesting.”

Student Voice
If Garretson got a new class, 

what would you want?

The shoe belongs 
to Adi FInk

Where

Whǐ

Shrek can be found in his 
swamp as well as on Mr. 

TerWee’s door

Whƾ
t

The design is part 
of artwork outside 

the choir room door

Senior Activity Spotlight

Above Left: Mr. Heumiller grabbed water 
from Split Rock Creek to test its 
cleanliness with sophomore biology.
Above Right: Caiden Maack examines his 
tray while Jackson Collins draws Maack’s 
description of the Pesimis.
Left: Tanner Baatz looks at water from 
Split Rock park in Garretson under a 
microscope. Baatz ended up getting a 
water bug in his slide tray.

Photos by Autumn Genzler

Next week’s forecast

Brandon construction nearly 
complete
by Cade Risty
staff writer

     About a year and a half 
ago, exit 406 in Brandon, 
South Dakota went under 
construction for a new start 
and to speed up traffic. This 
project included the 
reconstruction of this exit, 
with new lighting, signals, 
and mainline interstate work. 
      This exit became a 
diverging diamond Soccer 

finishes 
season
     After a solid showing 
in the last week of the 
season with a tie and 
win over More. The 
Cavaliers dominated the 
offensive possessions 
and came away with a 
4-0 victory, ending the 
Blue Dragons’ season.
     

Senior Activity Spotlight

Infographic created 
by Colton Buchholz

After a year and a half of traic cones and delays, 
popular interstate interchange ready for use

Infographic created by Johanna Knauer

configuration, which will 
make it a lot easier to get in 
Brandon with not so much 
traffic.  
     The second phase of 
reconstruction on this DDI 
(Diverging Diamond 
Intersection) project includes 
completing the remaining on 
and off ramps, the 
eastbound lanes of I-90, the 
exit bridge, and the 
replacement of the 

eastbound I-90 bridge over 
the BNSF railroad. 
     A lot of people 
complained about all the 
construction and how 
annoying it was. But now it is 
nearly finished and it is time 
for people to enjoy it. In the 
end, the inconvenience of 
construction has given way 
to improvements that will 
benefit drivers for a very long 
time.

6

Infographic created by Bence 
Bonte Senior Activity Spotlights created by Mrs. Etrheim

NBA special 
Jerseys on 
display

by Colton Buchholz
staff writer - editorial

    Mascots play a big role in representing and 
bringing together schools and their teams. 
Everyone loves a mascot that runs around hyping 
everyone up. But is it time for a change? 
    Garretson does have a pretty unique mascot 
with the Blue Dragons, but shouldn’t we tie in a 
little bit of Garretson culture as well? Besides, a 
blue dragon has nothing to do with Garretson. It’s 
just unique. 
     What if Garretson were to tie into Jesse James’ 
heritage and be “The Garretson Outlaws?” An 
outlaw would be perfect fit for our town. Everything 
else has something to do with Jesse James and 
the town’s past; why not our school mascot?
     I feel as if we change our mascot to something 
to do with Garretson’s past, it will include more 
than just the school. It would be an entire 
community under one mascot.

Uniqueness of the Blue Dragon 
mascot is endearing but is it really the 

best representation of Garretson?

Some logos 
are an 

absolute slam 
dunk while 

others a 
complete air 

ball

by Shea Smidt
staff writer - editorial

     With the NBA In-Season Tournament come 
along the yearly special jerseys and courts. 
These jerseys and courts add a vibrant and fun 
factor, like the Miami Heats “Miami Vice” to pay 
homage to Miami's 1980’s culture, to the middle 
of the NBA season. Some jerseys look good and 
others make you want to turn the TV off. 
    The In-Season Tournament, meant to give a bit 
more meaning to the regular season games, is a 
tournament between all 30 teams that starts with 
pool play. Each team is placed into a pool that 
uses wins and point differential to decide who 
makes it into the tournament. 
    Once the tournament is set, it's a single 
elimination bracket where the winner takes home 
a banner, trophy, and $500,000 for each player 
on the team. 

    Some jerseys can pull off the flashy colors but 
others cannot. But nothing can beat a clean 
black. This is my ranking on the jerseys based on 
how good they look. black. This is my ranking on 
the jerseys based on how good they look. 
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- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Thursday, May 25
 - Semester Tests (7th and 8th periods)
 - Last Day of School (1:30 dismissal)
 - State Track @ Sioux Falls
Friday, May 26
 - State Track @ Sioux Falls
Saturday, May 27
 - State Track @ Sioux Falls
Tuesday, May 30
 - Summer OI Workout Program Starts
Monday, June 5
 - State Golf @ Watertown
 - Drivers’ Ed Begins (runs Monday through Friday)
Tuesday, June 6
 - State Golf @ Watertown

Worth Mentioning

GOOD LUCK to our State Track participants as 
they begin their competitions today!
 - Boys 4x800: Carter Siemonsma, Collin Olson, 
Sam Schleuter, Preston Bohl
 - 300m Hurdles: Sam Schleuter
 - 1600m: Preston Bohl
 - 3200m: Preston Bohl
 - Girls 4x100: Hannah Frewaldt, Jordyn Williams, 
Reagan Altman, Logan Bly
 - 100m: Jordyn Williams
 - High Jump: Logan Bly

CONGRATULATIONS to the Blue Dragon golfers 
for qualifying for the state meet in Watertown: Dylan 
Jessen, Cash Pullman, Autumn Gaspar, Grace 
Hove, Addi Hove, Maci Rotert. The girls’ team also 
took first in the region.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER BLUE DRAGONS!!!

Garretson guessing game

Who: Mr. 
Steckler

What: The 
staircase

Where: 
Outside Mr. 
Heumiller’s 

door

However, the next few months will show the 
northern lights much more than normal!2 Blue Ink

Go to ybpay.lifetouch.com
Yearbook ID #: 13650223
Search for your student
Yearbooks are $30
Lifetouch Yearbooks

Order online or talk to Mrs. Buchholz at the school.

Order your 
‘24-’25 
Yearbook 
today!

Garretson school upgrades scoreboards and 
add video board to experiences at facility

A picture is worth a thousand words

Chain 
Reaction

Connect the top word 
to the bottom by 
making common 

phrases and word 
combinations

Answers on next page

EXAMPLE
Baby
Face
Time
Out

Baby Face
Face Time
Time Out

CHAIN #1
House

P________
A________
C________
J________
H________
H________

Wear

CHAIN #2
Say

C________
S________
M________
D________
T________
H________

Way

CHAIN #3
Throw

R________
B________
C________
C________
P________
O________

Cleaner

CHAIN #4
Juice

B________
O________
A________
D________
C________
M________

Hole

CHAIN #5
At

L________
N________
D________
C________
G________
D________

Duo

State Wrestling Snaps

1

2

3
46

89
3

5

6
9

H E A D
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __

T A I L

1

1

2

2

2

3

4
4

5

5
68

8

9

Infographic created by Gracie Fiegen

that progress is possible and 
that the team is capable of 
competing. With this foundation laid, 
the future looks much brighter, and 
the team is already looking ahead 
with confidence and motivation to 
keep climbing.

WORD 
LADDER

Change one letter on each 
step to get from your starting 

word to your final word

F I R E
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __

H E A T

B L A C K
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __

W H I T E

SUDOKU
Get the numbers 1-9 in each 
box of 9, each row, and each 
column without repeating a 
number in each of the areas.

1

1

2
3

3

4
7

7

7
9

Would you 
rather…?

…have a magic carpet or a 
personal robot butler

…live on the moon or on Mars
…be really strong or really fast

…constantly itch or always cough
…have a dinosaur or a dragon

NBA special 
jerseys by Colton Buchholz

staff writer - editorial

    Mascots play a big role in representing and 
bringing together schools and their teams. 
Everyone loves a mascot that runs around hyping 
everyone up. But is it time for a change? 
    Garretson does have a pretty unique mascot 
with the Blue Dragons, but shouldn’t we tie in a 
little bit of Garretson culture as well? Besides, a 
blue dragon has nothing to do with Garretson. It’s 
just unique. 
     What if Garretson were to tie into Jesse James’ 
heritage and be “The Garretson Outlaws?” An 
outlaw would be perfect fit for our town. Everything 
else has something to do with Jesse James and 
the town’s past; why not our school mascot?
     I feel as if we change our mascot to something 
to do with Garretson’s past, it will include more 
than just the school. It would be an entire 
community under one mascot.

Uniqueness of the Blue Dragon 
mascot is endearing but is it really the 

best representation of Garretson?

National Effects
     The effects of this shutdown have 
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Some logos 
are a 

complete 
slam dunk 

while other 
an air ball

Ranking and Infographic created by Shea Smidt

by Shea Smidt
staff writer - editorial

     With the NBA 
In-Season Tournament 
come along the yearly 
special jerseys and 
courts. These jerseys 
and courts add a vibrant 
and fun factor, like the 
Miami Heats “Miami 
Vice” to pay homage to 
Miami's 1980’s cu 

by Chase Arend
staff writer - editorial

    There is a lot of talk going around 
about NFL Quarterback rankings and 
who stands at the top. Every ranking 
can be different as there are millions 
of options on who is the best NFL 
Quarterback. In my eyes, it goes to 
just two people right now: Lamar 
Jackson of the Baltimore Ravens and 
Bo Nix of the Denver Broncos. 
     Jackson is a stand out 
Quarterback, not only in the NFL but 
he started his career playing college 
at the University of Louisville and 
winning the Heisman Trophy award in 
2016. Soon after getting drafted by 
the Baltimore Ravens as the 32nd 
overall pick in the first round of the 
2018 NFL Draft. 
     After the draft he was a two-time 
recipient of the NFL Most Valuable 
Player award. Leading the Ravens in 
rushing yards every year as a starter. 
Jackson is a candidate as one of the 
best quarterbacks of his generation, 
and by some analysts as the greatest 
dual-threat quarterbacks of all time.
     Bo Nix is my next pick as the top 
quarterback of this year. Nix was very 
successful in college as well. 
     Playing for the University of 
Auburn in 2019-2021 and the 
University of Oregon of 2022-2023. 
As a senior for the Oregon Ducks he 
was a finalist for the Heisman Trophy 
in 2023, finishing third in the voting.

Best NFL QB may not be who you think

Nix was selected by the Denver 
Broncos in the first round (12th 
overall) of the 2024 NFL draft. 
     The past three seasons before 
Nox was on the Broncos, Denver had 
an overall record of 26-37, going 7-10 
in 2021, 5-12 in 2022, and 8-9 in 
2023. 
     Nix got the starting spot in 2024 
as he was a rookie quarterback trying 
to bring back a broken program. 
     In his first season he went 10-7 
making the playoffs, breaking the 
streak of the Denver Broncos not 
making the playoffs since 2015 with 
Peyton Manning and Von Miller 
winning Super Bowl 50. 
     Bo Nix, in his sophomore season, 
is now 9-2 in his first 11 games, 
leading the Broncos to the top of the

for example. Emmanuel Clase and Luis Ortiz are both in 
the MLB and are playing for the Cleveland Guardians. 
They were caught July 2025 gambling together during the 
MLB season. They have been suspended ever since they 
were caught. 

Multiple players in multiple sports get 
busted for being on their own games

Only two of the MVPs over 
the last five years earn A or 

beer recognition

AFC West. 
     I have watched Nix in person and 
he looks way better than his stats tell 
about him. He’s gotten the Broncos to 
the top of the AFC being ranked #1 
team in the NFL in the middle of the 
season. 
     Most people will be surprised as 
they see 2018 and 2022 NFL MVP 
Patrick Mahomes at C tier. Winning 3 
Super Bowls it impressive, but he is 
now 5-5 being third in the AFC West 
behind Bo Nix and the Broncos. 
    I witnessed the Broncos-Chief 
game this past weekend and watched 
Mahomes in a down mood not only 
hurt the team but it played a huge 
role in the game, as the Chiefs fell 
short losing 22-19. Kansas City is not 
even in the playoff picture; he  

has a lot of work to do to get back to 
where he is expected to be by his 
fans. 
     Lastly J.J. McCarthy missed his 
entire rookie season in 2024 after 
suffering a torn meniscus in his right 
knee during the preseason against 
the Las Vegas Raiders, which 
required surgery for a full repair. 
Then in the 2025 season, he suffered 
a high-ankle sprain in Week 2 and 
was sidelined for five games. 
Leading the Vikings to, so far a 4-6 
record, being last in the NFC North.
     Looking at individual stats and 
team records the QB is the most 
important player on the field and it 
really shows how the team is overall.

Ranking and Infographic created by Chase Arend
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- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Thursday, May 25
 - Semester Tests (7th and 8th periods)
 - Last Day of School (1:30 dismissal)
 - State Track @ Sioux Falls
Friday, May 26
 - State Track @ Sioux Falls
Saturday, May 27
 - State Track @ Sioux Falls
Tuesday, May 30
 - Summer OI Workout Program Starts
Monday, June 5
 - State Golf @ Watertown
 - Drivers’ Ed Begins (runs Monday through Friday)
Tuesday, June 6
 - State Golf @ Watertown

Worth Mentioning

GOOD LUCK to our State Track participants as 
they begin their competitions today!
 - Boys 4x800: Carter Siemonsma, Collin Olson, 
Sam Schleuter, Preston Bohl
 - 300m Hurdles: Sam Schleuter
 - 1600m: Preston Bohl
 - 3200m: Preston Bohl
 - Girls 4x100: Hannah Frewaldt, Jordyn Williams, 
Reagan Altman, Logan Bly
 - 100m: Jordyn Williams
 - High Jump: Logan Bly

CONGRATULATIONS to the Blue Dragon golfers 
for qualifying for the state meet in Watertown: Dylan 
Jessen, Cash Pullman, Autumn Gaspar, Grace 
Hove, Addi Hove, Maci Rotert. The girls’ team also 
took first in the region.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER BLUE DRAGONS!!!

Garretson guessing game

Who: Mr. 
Steckler

What: The 
staircase

Where: 
Outside Mr. 
Heumiller’s 

door

However, the next few months will show the 
northern lights much more than normal!2 Blue Ink

Go to ybpay.lifetouch.com
Yearbook ID #: 13650223
Search for your student
Yearbooks are $30
Lifetouch Yearbooks

Order online or talk to Mrs. Buchholz at the school.

Order your 
‘24-’25 
Yearbook 
today!

Garretson school upgrades scoreboards and 
add video board to experiences at facility

A picture is worth a thousand words

Chain 
Reaction

Connect the top word 
to the bottom by 
making common 

phrases and word 
combinations

Answers on next page

EXAMPLE
Baby
Face
Time
Out

Baby Face
Face Time
Time Out

CHAIN #1
House

P________
A________
C________
J________
H________
H________

Wear

CHAIN #2
Say

C________
S________
M________
D________
T________
H________

Way

CHAIN #3
Throw

R________
B________
C________
C________
P________
O________

Cleaner

CHAIN #4
Juice

B________
O________
A________
D________
C________
M________

Hole

CHAIN #5
At

L________
N________
D________
C________
G________
D________

Duo

State Wrestling Snaps

1

2

3
46

89
3

5

6
9

H E A D
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __

T A I L
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that progress is possible and 
that the team is capable of 
competing. With this foundation laid, 
the future looks much brighter, and 
the team is already looking ahead 
with confidence and motivation to 
keep climbing.

WORD 
LADDER

Change one letter on each 
step to get from your starting 

word to your final word

F I R E
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __

H E A T

B L A C K
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __

W H I T E

SUDOKU
Get the numbers 1-9 in each 
box of 9, each row, and each 
column without repeating a 
number in each of the areas.

1

1

2
3

3

4
7

7

7
9

Would you 
rather…?

…have a magic carpet or a 
personal robot butler

…live on the moon or on Mars
…be really strong or really fast

…constantly itch or always cough
…have a dinosaur or a dragon

AI lacks true artistic intelligence 
when it comes  to creativity

Use of AI to create art 
causes controversy as to 
the true definition of art

4 Blue Ink

by Cecelia Fiegen
staff writer - editorial

Leave Art to Humans
     AI is everywhere, from 
Coca-Cola ads to your 
parents’ Facebook page to 
the media or art you 
consume. The use of 
generative artificial 
intelligence to make “art” 
brings up the question: does 
AI even belong in art? 
     While there are some 
conveniences with AI 
images, it shouldn’t be 
considered real art, it takes 
away from human artists, it 
doesn’t make art more 
accessible than it already is, 
and it is unethical. 

Can AI art be considered 
art?
     Calling AI generated 
images “art” gives it more 
credit than it is due, and 
calling the ones who prompt 
“artists” is an even bigger 
stretch. 
     While the word “art” has 
many definitions, the one I 
feel is the most accurate 
refers to art as the 
expression of human 
creativity and imagination. 
     A hypothetical situation 
that has the same 
relationship as AI and its 
prompter: I commissioned 
an artist to paint a portrait of 
me, with the alterations of 
blue eyes instead of brown 
and wavy hair instead of 
straight. Now that the 
painting is done, who should 
be credited as the artist? 
Me, the commissioner or my 
friend, the painter? 
     Most people, including 
myself, would say the 
painter. Despite a human 
putting the prompt into the 
AI, the AI is the thing that is 
doing the actual production. 
This puts the artificial 
intelligence in the position of 
“artist”, something that isn’t 
a human, which makes the 
generated image no longer 
human expression.

Does AI art take away 
from human artists?
     In 2024 and again in 
2025, Coca-Cola released a 
holiday ad created heavily 
with generative AI. This ad 
may have saved Coca-Cola 
money in production, but it 
also took the jobs of the 
many human creators. 
     Companies opting for 
cheaper, quicker AI are 
rapidly increasing, reducing 
the need for human creators 
reduces art related job 
availability. This poses the 
scary possibility of a jobless 
future for many artists. 
     Artificial intelligence also 
devalues human art and the 
effort they put into their 
work. Artists put their time 
into creating art that they 
feel carries an emotional 
value to them, and AI 
minimizes this by making 
mass produced images in a 
matter of seconds. This 
makes creators less sought 
after due to the unnatural 
convenience of AI 
generation.

Does AI make art more 
accessible?
     Those who support AI 
being used as art often use 
the argument, “AI makes art 
more accessible.” Let me 
ask you this, what about art 
isn't accessible? Art was the 
first written language of 
humanity, starting with 
paintings and handprints on 
cave walls. 
     The quality of art can’t be 
measured in how realistic or 
creative it is, because that 
was never the point. The 
purpose of art is to express 
human emotions and 
experiences, and limiting it 
to only “good” art restricts 
the experience.
     Any artist will say that 
their skill developed from 
years of practice, filled with 
many difficulties.

     Challenges have never 
stopped humans from 
creating art. Sarah Biffin 
was a 19th century artist 
who was born without arms 
or legs, a condition now 
known as phocomelia. 
Despite this challenge, Biffin 
was determined to create 
art and became a renowned 
painter of her time. 

Is AI art unethical?
     There are many 
concerns with AI generated 
images that go further than 
simply leaving a bad taste in 
consumers’ mouths. 
Generative AI is trained with 
vast internet databases full 
of photographs, human 
artists original work, and 

copyrighted material. This 
often leads to plagiarism 
and copyright infringement. 
Major artists have filed 
lawsuits against generative 
AI companies for using 
copyrighted materials in 
their models.
     Not only does artificial 
intelligence hurt the artist 
community, but every 
community. Because AI 
releases around 300 million 
tons CO2 per year, the cost 
of using AI is affecting all of 
us. Many people don’t 
realize that AI is also 
“drinking” our water faster 
than humans ever could. 
Larger AI data centers 
require around 3 to 5 million 
gallons of water per day to 
cool their servers. This puts 

stress on already water 
scarce regions, such as 
Nevada where AI data hubs 
are being built.

What can we do?
     Instead of unknowingly 
supporting AI, take the time 
to learn how to be able to 
tell the difference between 
genuine art and artificial 
intelligence. This enables 
you to be able to make the 
conscious decision to not 
aid AI in growing popularity. 
Instead, support human 
artists and raise awareness 
of the cost of using AI.


