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What was the best part of 
summer and why?

TRACK & FIELD State Qualifying
Congratulations to all the students for extending their Track & Field season, qualifying for the 
State Track meet in Sioux Falls next Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.
 Unoicial qualifiers are listed below. Track and Field Athletes had to end their season with a Top 24 
time in the state to qualify for their event at the state meet.

High Jump: Logan Bly 4x100: Hannah Frewaldt, Reagan Altman, Logan Bly, Jordyn Williams
1600m: Preston Bohl 4x800: Carter Siemonsma, Collin Olson, Preston Bohl, Sam Schleuter

Soccer Season 
Scoreboard

Soccer had a mix of both familiar 
foes and new opponents to their 
schedule this year. 

2023 Season
@ Belle Fourche W 2-0
@ St. Thomas More L 1-2
@ Groton Area L 0-4
v. Tea Area L 1-6
@ Huron Cancelled
v. SF Christian L 0-5
v. Vermillion L 0-3
@ Dakota Valley L 1-7
@ Vermillion L 1-7
v. West Central L 1-3
v. Dakota Valley L 1-5
@ SF Christian L 0-1
v. Marshall (MN) T 2-2
v. Groton Area L 1-3
*@ Tea (postseason) TBD

FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

WORTH MENTIONING
- Girls volleyball rounds out their 

Big East Conference tournament 
tomorrow at Beresford vs. Parker

GERMAN PHRASE OF THE WEEK
- Finally Friday

- Endlich Freitag
- Thanks to Johanna Knauer for 

providing the Phrase of the Week.

The Garretson FFA traveled to 
Brookings for the 96th Annual 
Convention. Garretson had six 

teams competing in their CDEs, a 
Farm Safety Quiz Bowl team, two 

seniors earning their State 
Degrees, and a Proficiency Award 

winner. 

Multiple successes were seen 
over the three day event. 

Additionally, the Garretson FFA 
was able to tour agriculture based 
facilities including the Davis Dairy 

Plant, Raven Precision Ag 
Department, and the South 

Dakota Ag Museum.

Infographic created by Tyler Erickson

Martin Welch and Nora Bonte were 
voted by their peers to serve as the 
2024 Homecoming King and Queen

STATE QUALIFIERCarter Siemonsma

Soccer snags 
second win

by Delilah Johnson
staff writer 

     On Tuesday, October 22, senior 
Aleah Wagnig. The gym erupted in 

applause, everyone so excited for 
Wagner. ir sights focused in on the 
end of the season and the playoffs, 
hoping to make a run.

NEWS WRITING 
Superior Awards

Gracie Fiegen (Sports)
Jordan DeWie (Feature Story, 

Sports)

Excellent Awards
Sam Hansen (Feature Story)

Autumn Genzler (Feature Story, 
Editorial)

Gracie Fiegen (Editorial)
Jordan DeWie (General News)

PHOTOGRAPHY
Superior Awards

Harper Andera (Sports)

Excellent Awards
Autumn Genzler (Sports)

Jordan DeWie (School Activity)
Gracie Fiegen (School Activity)

Colton Buchholz (Sports)
Eliza Poer (Sports)

PUBLICATIONS
Excellent Awards

Blue Ink (Newspaper)
Dragon (Yearbook)

Journalism Awards
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Thank you to teachers who submitted photos from the 100th day of school as well as letting Blue Ink 
journalists stop in to take some snapshots. 

Photo collage compiled by Myles Hanson

State Wrestling Update

Q: What did you do for fundraising?
BH: “We did a variety of things, so we did some 
decor stuff, so we did porch boards like garretson 
porch boards people can put on and we painted 
driveways with the Garretson emblem, we did 
various fundraisers as far as selling stuff, like 
apparel, soups, just all sorts of stuff like that. And 
then we worked concession stands a few times 
through the year, too, to help raise some of that 
money. We always do a youth spelling bee and all 
of that. That always brings in fundraiser money.”

Q: Where did you get the ideas for the 
equipment from?
BH: “We actually went to Flandreau to look at this 
one. So the company we worked with to purchase 
the equipment had the same model in the 
Flandreau parks so we went and looked to see if 
this is something we are interested in.”

Q: How long did it take to build the playground?
BH: “It was worked on through most of the summer. 
It took a few weeks to actually get the old stuff 
removed and installed (the new stuff) and then right 
before school came the wood chips.”

Q: Do you have more plans on building other 
equipment?
BH: “Yes, so our last final phase is to hopefully 
replace all the wood chips with some sort of rubber 
matting…that costs a lot of money, so back to 
fundraising we go again and then making some of it 
more ADA accessible, so we have some wheelchair 
accessible swings and stuff coming.”

…orcas are actually the largest members of the dolphin family.
…honey doesn’t spoil and it is a great preservative as well.
…fossils show that many species of dinosaurs had feathers.
…Australia is wider than the moon. Australia’s diameter from east to west is almost 4000 
km where the moon is about 3400 km in diameter .
…bees can and will sting other bees, especially if they don’t recognize them as hive mates.
…Alaska is the only state whose name is typed using just one row on the keyboard.
…giraffes are 30 times more likely to be struck by lightning than humans.I d
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1 Blue Ink

DON’T FORGET
Class Schedules are due TODAY!

     Scoring four out of Garretson’s five 
goals was eighth grader Malena 
Qualm. Qualm had both of 
Garretson’s goals in the first half. And 
followed that up with two more in the 
second half. Lydia Frerk also added a 
goal. 
     Vermillion will get a chance at 
redemption next week as the Blue 
Dragons travel to Vermillion for a road 
game on Tuesday, September 15.

by Colton Buchholz & Johanna 
Knauer
staff writers and infographic creator

     The Garretson Blue Dragons 
soccer has just came off a one and a 
half week break and was looking for 
their second win on the season.
     They hosted Vermillion on 
Tuesday, September 9. In past years, 
Vermillion has been a fierce 
competitor and have proven 
themselves to be a difficult opponent. 
Although of Vermillion’s strong past, 
the Blue Dragons defeated the 
Tanagers 5-4.

New equipment is well received by students 
and community

The Chouse has been the talk of the school since last 
spring and it has grown in membership, popularity, and 
social media followers. The Chouse takes on a glorified 
look at a tree fort but gives a little more stability and 
a little less construction which helped with immediate 
use and enjoyment.

Photo by Johanna Knauer

Garretson volleyball 
hosted Baltic yesterday 
seeing all levels, JH 
through Varsity, in 
action. Garretson 
couldn’t use their home 
court advantage and the 
Bulldogs took each 
match.

Infographic created by Gracie Fiegen

Above: Lydia Frerk stays aggressive, pushing the ball up the field. Frerk 
netted a goal for the Blue Dragons in their 5-4 victory over the Tanagers on 
Tuesday, September 9.
Below: Eighth grader Malena Qualm found her groove on Tuesday and rolled with 
it, responsible for four of the five goals for the Blue Dragons in their win 
over Vermillion.

Photos by Caylix Buchholz 



seven Garretson players out for injury. 
     Some injuries are very short term and the 
players return in a couple weeks; while some 
aren’t so lucky. Garretson player, Collin Olson, 
suffered a torn ACL and meniscus. Which 
delays his return to sports 8-9 months. 
However the rest of the football injuries may 
have a shorter recovery; starting quarterback 
Chase Arend, suffered a foot injury that will 
take him out for 6-7 days.
     Volleyball is missing two of their hitters both 
for an ankle injury. One is for a sprained ankle 
which is the most common injury for a hitter. 
Schwebach will miss one week. The other 

Plans for Next 
Year: 
Go to USD to 
major in dental 
hygiene.
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- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

3 Blue Ink Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, September 12
 - FB @ Canistota (7:00)
Saturday, September 13
 - JH FB @ Canistota Jamboree (9:00)
 - JV FB @ Canistota Jamboree (9:00)
 - Soccer @ Dakota Valley (11:00)
 - VB @ BEC v. TBD (TBD)
Monday, September 15
 - XC @ Viborg (3:00)
 - JH FB @ Canistota (4:00)
 - JV FB @ Canistota (5:00)
Tuesday, September 16
 - JH VB v. Flandreau (4:00/5:00)
 - Soccer @ Vermillion (5:30)
 - VB v. Flandreau (5:00/6:00/7:15)
Thursday, September 18
 - XC @ Chamberlain (2:00)
 - Soccer @ West Central (4:00)
 - JH VB v. Parker/Marion (4:00/5:00)
 - VB v. Parker/Marion (5:00/6:00/7:15)
Saturday, September 20
 - JH FB @ Hanson Jamboree (9:00)

Worth Mentioning

HOMECOMING is just around the corner. Make sure 
you have ordered your class shirt if you want one. 
Check for dress up days coming your way soon.

BE CAREFUL STUDENTS of the Lunch Ramp 
Railing. Please do not pull or sit on it. It is heavy and 
a pain to reinforce. Please help take care of our 
school.

‘24-’25 YEARBOOKS are still available. They are 
$30 each, a steal for the millions of memories made 
last year.  Please come find Dr. Buchholz if you are 
interested. Orders for this year will start during 
homecoming week.

15 seconds of fame

CONGRATULATIONS

Ms. Kientopf 
was just awarded the

OUTSTANDING 
EARLY 

CAREER 
EDUCATOR

by the South Dakota Association of Agricultural 
Educators

She will go on to compete at the National level

Electric > Gas

…be Batman or Spiderman?

…find your true love today or win the 
lottery in a year?

…by in jail for 5 years or be in a coma 
for 10 years?

…have a personal maid or a personal 
chef?

…have a personal maid or a personal 
chef?

…have a pause button or a rewind 
button in real life?

…solve world hunger or solve global 
warming?

…all alone in life or be by people who 
always annoy you?

Would You Rather…?
…have a personal maid or a personal 
chef?

…have a pause button or a rewind 
button in real life?

…solve world hunger or solve global 
warming?

…all alone in life or be by people who 
always annoy you?

ANSWER KEY: A6 - B1 - C3 - D5 - E4 - F2

Multiple injuries popping up in 
multiple sports Volleyball and football struggling with many injuries, 

some season-ending

by Delilah Johnson
staff writer

     For many people in 
Garretson th

Infographic created by Jordan DeWitte

Friday, Sept 12: Football @ Canistota - Camo
Tuesday, Sept 16: Volleyball v. Flandreau - 2000s

Thursday, Sept 18: Volleyball v. Parker/Marion - Country Club
Themes posted on Instagram at @ghsthemes

Upcoming FanThemes

…there is a school in the Philippines made entirely of recycled pop bottles.
…kids in Finland don’t start school until age 7.
…in a remote area of Columbia, students have to travel to school on a zip line.
…in the Netherlands, children start school on their 4th birthday so there is 
always someone new in class.I d
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Bella S. - “Chicken Run”

Zach H.. - “Thanksgiving”

Serie R. - “Fractured”

Joey T. -“Tusk”

Jackson C. - “Saltburn”

Kassidy D. -“Creep” St
ud

en
t V

oi
ceWhat is the weirdest movie 

you’ve ever seen?

Jacoby C. - “A good 2 months”

Addi H.. - “One full day”

Jackson A. - “Two years”

Gabe C. -“One Day”

Maiya S. - “I would win because I know 
how to garden.”

How long would you last in a 
zombie apocalypse?

Chain Reaction 
Answers

CHAIN #1
House - Party

Party - Animal
Animal - Cracker

Cracker - Jack
Jack - Hammer

Hammer - Head
Head - Wear

CHAIN #2
Say - Cheese

Cheese - Stick
Stick - Man
Man - Down

Down - Town
Town - Hall
Hall - Way

CHAIN #3
Throw - Rug
Rug - Burn

Burn - Cream
Cream - Cheese
Cheese - Pizza

Pizza - Oven
Oven - Cleaner

CHAIN #4
Juice - Box
Box - Office

Office - Assistant
Assistant - Director

Director - Chair
Chair - Man
Man - Hole

CHAIN #5
At - Last

Last - Nerve
Nerve - Damage

Damage - Control
Control - Group

Group - Dynamic
Dynamic - Duo

Answers may vary

Activities Involved In: 
Volleyball, Football, Track Stats 

Who/What Will You Miss Most: 
I will miss Mrs. Zell and my 
friends the most.

Favorite School Lunch: 
Chicken sandwich 

Favorite Class You’ve Taken: 
ASL and Pottery

Senior Spotlight
Charli Hoffman-Peterson

Senior Spotlight
NEW NEEDED

Activities Involved In: 
Being a CNA
Building things

Who/What Will You Miss 
Most: 
I will miss giving Mr. 
Hughes a hard time when I 
see him in the hallway. Also 
Mr. TerWee…he’s pretty 
cool.

Favorite School Lunch: 
Flatbread Pizzas

Favorite Class You’ve 
Taken: 
Geometry

Plans for Next Year: 
Go to STI and work on 
getting my LPN

by Shea Smidt, Cade Risty
staff writers & infographic creators

    The sports season has just started and 
there are already multiple injuries. Football has 
three players out with injury: QB/CB Chase 
Arend (foot injury) , RB/DE Collin Olson (Torn 
ACL, Meniscus), WR Zachary Hermanson 
(concussion). 
     Volleyball also is dealing with their own set 
of injuries including hitter Brooklynn 
Schwebach(sprained ankle), DS Autumn 
Genzler(concussion), and MH Emma 
Wolf(unspecified ankle injury). That’s a total of 

…have a block schedule or 
regular schedule?

…have an early out or a late 
start?

…never leave South Dakota 
or never be able to come to 
the state again?

…shovel snow or mow the 
lawn?

…find true love today or win 
the lottery next year?

…be a professional athlete, 
musician, or actor?

…only drink water or only 
drink pop?

Would You 
Rather…?

JV boys basketball ends season

…there is a school in the Philippines made entirely of recycled pop bottles.
…kids in Finland don’t start school until age 7.
…in a remote area of Columbia, students have to travel to school on a zip line.
…in the Netherlands, children start school on their 4th birthday so there is always 
someone new in class.I d
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Activities Involved In: 
Football, Wrestling, Band, 
Student Council, Drivers ED

Favorite School Lunch: 
Hot Pepperoni Sub

Who/What Will You 
Miss Most: 
Messing around in every 
class and causing a 
nuisance most days. I miss 
Tara IYKYK

Favorite Class You’ve 
Taken: Speech Class

Plans for Next Year: 
Attend Mitchell Tech for to be 
a Powerlineman

Football gets first 
win in 10 games

The first dire wolf pups were born in October 2024 through 
de-extinction efforts by Colosalls Biosciences lab.

Photo from colossal.com

Infographic 
created by 
Ava Adkins

Garretson’s baseball team has been hovering around the .500 
mark all season, a marked improvement over the previous few 
seasons. They are led by strong junior and senior players 
including Brecken Weir (above) and Treyton Decker (below).

Photos by Gracie Fiegen

SCAN the QR Code to 

vote for Round 4 today!

Mrs. Bos’ new pet goose took on a clear 
look to start school, emulating fellow 
teacher Mr. TerWee. The goose will be 
updated periodically throughout year.

Photos by Chase Costello & Zach Hermanson

College 
football 
opened up 
the season 
this past 
week with 
some 
marquee 
matchups 
including a 
rematch of 
last year’s 
national 
championshi
p game 
featuring 
number one 
Texas and 
number 
three Ohio 
State. Big 
movers this 
week 
include 
Ohio State 
taking the 
top spot, 
LSU up to 
three, and 
the 
Gamecocks 
squeaking 
into the 
top 10.

injury is an unspecified ankle injury. Wolf will miss at least 
a couple weeks. She doesn't know the exact time yet. 
The other player is a defensive specialist, Autumn 
Genzler was out for a concussion which she got while in 
Beresford through a fundraising event where a an errant 
ball was served and hit her in the head. She missed two 
weeks but made her return yesterday. 
     With all these injuries, there will be younger kids on 
the team that need to step up for both teams. Even 
though both teams have lost key players, the Garretson 
teams look to bounce back and step up as a team.

#5 GARRETSON

     Infographic created by Gracie Fiegen

     Infographic created by Harper Hanisch



and J.J. McCarthy. Although it is McCarthy's first 
game ever as he tore his ACL he could not play 
the whole season. The bears started off hot as the 
were up 10 to 6. Though the Vikings came back hit 
and ended up winning 27-24.

 

superintendent Guy Johnson and  
athletic director Kevin Steckler with 
the idea, where they let him bring the  
whole program to life. 
     The program itself for the Hall of 
Fame is made by Rocket Solutions 
but Shrank explains how he is an 
administrator of it, meaning that he 
has the ability to edit, add, change, 
and delete anything in the program. 
Because the company runs much of 
the hall of fame, we pay a 
subscription which covers the year.
     When asked how long it’s took to 
transfer the information that the 
school had to the program, Shrank 
said, “A lot of hours, a lot of hours.” 
He then further explained how he’d 
started working on the transfer last 
spring and continued it over the 

by Cece Fiegen
staff writer

     An addition to Garretson School 
that you might have noticed on the 
way to your classes, is the new Hall 
of Fame video board. It contains all 
of GHS’s yearbooks, sport records, 
pictures of graduates, and much 
more. Though the Hall may appear to 
be a regular TV, it actually has a 
touch screen which makes it 
accessible to any passersby to swipe 
through the years. 
     Matt Schrank tells how the 
company, Rocket Solutions 
contacted him last spring to see if our 
school would want to have a touch 
screen Hall of Fame. After looking 
into it, Shrank went to 

hopes to set up a Hall of Fame 
nomination, where students and 
community members can vote on 
people that they think should be 
included in the Hall, whether it be 
athletic, academic, or even for 
contributing to the community. 

summer. Although the company 
helped with the process, the brute 
end of the work was left to Schrank. 
     At the end of the interview, 
Schrank disclosed a final tidbit to 
look forward to that has not even 
been released to the public yet. He 

Above: East side Target 
having almost no Black 
Friday deals on clothes
Right: East side Walmart's 
many deals for Black Friday  
Below: East side Kohl’s 
Black Friday shopping deals.

Photos by Delilah Johnson
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3 Blue Ink Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

Who: Mr. 
Steckler

What: The 
staircase

Where: 
Outside Mr. 
Heumiller’s 

door

NFL Week #2 
Watches

Cowboys vs. Giants 
Both franchises look to take steps forward this 

year. Both teams have veteran quarterbacks 
(Cowboys - Presco; Giants - Wilson) with 

something to prove yet in their careers.

Chiefs vs. Eagles
Last year’s Super Bowl rematch. Eagles took 

the win in February and look to start the 
season 2-0 while the Chiefs are eager to get 

their first win of the season.

Electric > Gas

Blaine T. - “Taylor Swift, duh. It’s pretty 
self-explanatory.”

Harper A. - “Drake because I love him and I see all the 
videos on TikTok of his concerts and they look so fun.”

Student Voice
Would you rather…

Nora B. - “More language classes with 
an in-person teacher.”

Riley L-M. - “Astrology because I want 
to be an astronomer.”

Coleena T. - “Law of Public Safety 
Corrections because I took it in 
Brandon and it was very interesting.”

Student Voice
If Garretson got a new class, 

what would you want?

The shoe belongs 
to Adi FInk

Where

Whǐ

Shrek can be found in his 
swamp as well as on Mr. 

TerWee’s door

Whƾ
t

The design is part 
of artwork outside 

the choir room door

Senior Activity Spotlight

Above Left: Mr. Heumiller grabbed water 
from Split Rock Creek to test its 
cleanliness with sophomore biology.
Above Right: Caiden Maack examines his 
tray while Jackson Collins draws Maack’s 
description of the Pesimis.
Left: Tanner Baatz looks at water from 
Split Rock park in Garretson under a 
microscope. Baatz ended up getting a 
water bug in his slide tray.

Photos by Autumn Genzler

Next week’s forecast

- Why is it called the World Series when the only teams playing are from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called fireflies when they are actually beetles, not flies?
- Why are they called starfish and jellyfish when they aren’t actually fish? They are 

echinoderms and cnidarians, respectively.
- Why are they called velvet ants when they are actually wasps?
- Why are they called Panama hats when they originated in Ecuador?
- Hiing your funny bone isn’t actually funny. Furthermore, that uncomfortable 

feeling is when you hit your ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You Ever Wondered?

Infographic created by Delilah Johnson

by Chase Costello
staff writers & infographic creators

     The NFL is here, and there are already lots of 
emotions throughout week one. There have been 
tons of surprising upsets. First off, the Super Bowl 
runner ups, Kansas City Chiefs, lost week one  
27-21 to Justin Herbert and his Los Angeles 
Chargers. The Chiefs defense wasn’t there like it 
has been in the past. 
     Last year’s number one seed in the playoffs, 
the Detroit Lions, lost to Micah Parsons and his 
Green Bay Packers. In conclusion of the Lions 
losing their offensive coordinator, they couldn’t 
bring their offense together when they needed 
them most. For the third upset the Las Vegas 
Raiders beat the New England Patriots. Ashton

NFL week one full of excitement, upsets

The four sports all 
compete over past week

Jeanty, the Raiders rookie running back, was on 
fire. Jeanty carried their offense throughout the 
whole game. 
     The best game of the season might have 
already been played. The Buffalo Bills and 
Baltimore Ravens had a nail biter on Sunday night 
prime time. The Ravens had a huge lead then blew 
it late in the 4th quarter, losing 40 to 41 on a last 
second field goal. The next night the Minnesota 
Vikings played the Chicago Bears on Monday night 
football. As both teams have 2nd year 
quarterbacks Caleb Williams for the Bears and J.J. 
McCarthy. Although it is McCarthy's first game ever 
as he tore his ACL he could not play the whole 
season. The bears started off hot as the were up 
10 to 6. Though the Vikings came back hit and 
ended up winning 27-24. 

New interactive hall of fame board puts memories at 
people’s fingertips

Infographic created by Bence Bonte

Infographic created by Gracie Fiegen


