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TRACK & FIELD State Qualifying
Congratulations to all the students for extending their Track & Field season, qualifying for the 
State Track meet in Sioux Falls next Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.
 Unoicial qualifiers are listed below. Track and Field Athletes had to end their season with a Top 24 
time in the state to qualify for their event at the state meet.

High Jump: Logan Bly 4x100: Hannah Frewaldt, Reagan Altman, Logan Bly, Jordyn Williams
1600m: Preston Bohl 4x800: Carter Siemonsma, Collin Olson, Preston Bohl, Sam Schleuter

Soccer Season 
Scoreboard

Soccer had a mix of both familiar 
foes and new opponents to their 
schedule this year. 

2023 Season
@ Belle Fourche W 2-0
@ St. Thomas More L 1-2
@ Groton Area L 0-4
v. Tea Area L 1-6
@ Huron Cancelled
v. SF Christian L 0-5
v. Vermillion L 0-3
@ Dakota Valley L 1-7
@ Vermillion L 1-7
v. West Central L 1-3
v. Dakota Valley L 1-5
@ SF Christian L 0-1
v. Marshall (MN) T 2-2
v. Groton Area L 1-3
*@ Tea (postseason) TBD

FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

WORTH MENTIONING
- Congratulations to the newest 

NHS members: Jacoby Costello, 
Blair Ellefson, Gavin Coburn, Cece 
Fiegen, and Briann Jacobson

- Would You Rather:
Spend all day in Math or English

STATE QUALIFIERCarter Siemonsma

State Wrestling Update

1 Blue Ink

Netters finish season

This Friday is the 2nd Friday the 13th of 2026. 
The previous happened in February and the next 
happens in November. Three is the most times 

that it can happen in one calendar year.

FRIDAY the 13th

DON’T FORGET
Class Schedules are due TODAY!

September Collage by Zach Hermanson

Look in this issue for more 
perspectives from the first 

week of school  

Congratulations
Soccer defeated Vermillion 7-0 on Tuesday after beating the Tanagers a week prior 7-1. Garretson hosted 

West Central yesterday but fell to the visiting Trojans 0-6. 
Above Left: Tenley Siemonsma maneuvers around the Vermillion defender on her way to push the ball 

downfield. Siemonsma knocked in two goals on Tuesday.
Above Right: Malena Qualm takes an aggressive look at the goal. Qualm netted another goal for the Blue 

Dragons, on their way to the 7-0 shutout victory.
Photos by Caylix Buchholz

Eighth grader 
Caylix Buchholz 

put social media to 
good use this past 

weekend as the 
Dells Theatre 

plays a local game 
of hide and seek 

where people 
need to find them 
and say the given 

phrase. When they 
do, they win a 

family pack to the 
Dells Theatre.

Football finishes another 
season of progress

Phlebotomist, 
Landon, steps 

out of the 
bloodmobile 

after setting up 
another donor to 

give blood. 
Seventy-eight 

patients could 
potentially be 

saved with just 
the blood 

donated in 
Garretson from 

this drive.

Photo by Cecelia 
Fiegen

definitely be feeling that we 
should’ve won more games than we 
did and just that being errors on our 
side so we have lots of room to 
improve but definitely stepped up 
from last year,” said junior defensive 
specialist Brielle Weir.
     The Blue Dragons finished their 
regular season won just over 25% of 
their games before heading into 
postseason play. Their full 2026 
season came to an end on Nov. 3 
when they traveled to Madison to 
face the Bulldogs in the first round of 
playoffs. The Bulldogs won the 
match in three sets, with scores of 
25-15, 25-10, and 25-12.
     As the sport came to an end for 
three seniors, they still have all the 
memories and lessons it gave them. 
“Volleyball is so much more than just 
winning games. It’s about the 
relationships you build and the 
friendships that last forever. As soon 
as you step on the court the drama 
is forgotten and we all have fun 
together,” shared Garcia.
     Although the season did not end 
the way the Blue Dragons had 
hoped, the players created 
memories along the way. “My 
favorite memory is playing Baltic 3 
times and then finally winning the 
third time.” said Harper Andera.
As the team looks ahead to next 
season, the returning players will 
have the opportunity to build on what 
they learned and continue growing 
as a team.

Build 
Your 
Team
Build a 
lineup. 
Choose 

one player 
from each 
column to 
assemble 

your 
dream 

NFL team, 
but be 
careful. 
You only 
have $15 
to spend

Created by 
Colton 

Buchholz

sweep over Alcester-Hudson.
     The girls saw success throughout 
the season; they finished with 176 
kills, 53 serving aces, 25 total blocks, 
339 digs and 788 set assists.
     Some of the team’s leading 
individuals included the following:

by Autumn Genzler
staff writer & infographic creator

    The Garretson High School girls 
volleyball team wrapped up its 2026 
season after months of competition, 
hard-fought matches, and growth on 
the court. The Blue Dragons finished 
the with a 7-18 overall record.
     Throughout the season, 
Garretson faced several challenging 
teams while also working to improve 
their communication, teamwork, and 
consistency.
     The team had several incredible 
performances, including a 3-1 victory 
over Beresford in Garretson’s first 
home match of the season. The Blue 
Dragons showed strong offensive 
play and teamwork throughout the 
match. Senior Madison Waltman and 
sophomore Brenna Smith each 
finished with 11 kills, while senior 
Vivian Johnson contributed 19 
assists and 19 digs. Alyssa Garcia, 
senior libero, also helped defensively 
with 20 digs.
     As the season continued, the 
team experienced both exciting 
moments and difficult challenges. 
Garretson were put to the test by 
several solid opponents, including 
Dell Rapids St. Mary’s, Canton, Dell 
Rapids, and Chester. 
     Although the Blue Dragons had 
some difficult stretches, they 
continued competing and looking for 
opportunities to improve. One 
highlight later in the season was a 

● Madison Waltman – 44 kills
● Alyssa Garcia - 44 digs
● Annalise Hoeck – 15 total 

blocks
● Vivian Johnson – 16 serving 

aces and 454 set assists
     “The biggest challenge would 

Madison Bulldogs end Blue Dragons’ 
season with sweep in the first round 

of region play
Breast Cancer Awareness month gives opportunity to 
not just raise awareness or funds, but celebrate and 

support those baling

The Arend boys always give their all 
on the field but October takes on a 
whole new meaning as they are able 
to visually honor their mother’s 
fight with breast cancer by wearing 
pink.

Photo provided by Jackson Arend     The oral interpretation 
team continued their busy 
schedule with multiple 
competitions this past week.
     On Friday, Oct. 23 two 
of the members traveled to 
Washington HS where Briann

Oral 
Interpretation 

Update

Jacobson took 6th overall in 
the drama category.
     The team went to 
Brookings on Tuesday, Oct. 
27. Jacobson continued her 
success earning superiors on 
both her storytelling and

drama. Abby Fetter mirrored 
that success earning 
superior ratings in the same 
categories. Hannah Hummel 
earned her first superior 
rating of the year with her 
storytelling piece.

by Colton Buchholz
staff writer & infographic 
creator

     The football team’s season 
came to an end after a tough 
loss to Platte/Geddes on 
October 29, just before the 
semifinals. Finishing the 
regular season with an 
improved 6-2 record.

     The team battled injuries 
throughout the year with 
multiple players missing three 
or more games. 
     Although the season didn’t 
end as planned, the players 
can be happy about the 
product put out on the field 
throughout this fall’s, Friday 
nights.
Continued on page 3
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3 Blue Ink Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Monday, November 9
 - School Board Meeting (6:30)
 - 5th Grade Band Concert (6:30)
 - MS/HS Band and Choir Concert (7:00)
Tuesday, November 10
 - Winter Athlete/Parent Meeting (6:30)
 - PTO Meeting in Commons (6:45)
Wednesday, November 11
 - Veterans’ Day Program in the Dragons’ Lair (9:00)
Friday, November 13
 - JH GBB v. Dell Rapids (4:00)
Monday, November 16
 - JH GBB @ Flandreau (4:00)
 - First Day of Wrestling Practice

Worth Mentioning    …..

Electric > Gas

ANSWER KEY: A6 - B1 - C3 - D5 - E4 - F2

Infographic created by Jordan DeWitte

Friday, Dec. 19: Boys Basketball v. Tri-Valley - JERSEY
Tuesday, Dec. 30: Basketball (DH) @ Deubrook - 

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
Friday, Jan. 2: Basketball (DH) @ HBC - COUNTRY

Tuesday, Jan. 6: Basketball (DH) @ DRSM - HAWAIIAN

Upcoming FanThemes

…there is a school in the Philippines made entirely of recycled pop bottles.
…kids in Finland don’t start school until age 7.
…in a remote area of Columbia, students have to travel to school on a zip line.
…in the Netherlands, children start school on their 4th birthday so there is 
always someone new in class.I d
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ORDER YOUR ‘26-’27 YEARBOOKS
today. They are $30 each, a steal 
for the millions of memories made 
this year.  You can order online at
ybpay.lifetouch.com. Please come 
find Dr. Buchholz if you have any 
Questions. If you still want a yearbook from last school 
year there are a couple left, buy yours before it’s gone.

ACE AWARDS are back! Thanks for continuing to 
show your positive attitude, character, and effort. And 
who knows, maybe you’ll get a little extra something 
for it as well. 

CONGRATULATIONS OCTOBER ACE WINNERS
Cecelia Fiegen
Kail Hewer
Ashtyn Nelson
Please stop by Study Hall to see Mrs. Costello

GUESS THE TEACHER Answer: Mrs. Granberg

Senior Spotlight
Jacoby Costello

Activities Involved In: 
FFA
Football
Powerlifting
Baseball

Who/What Will You Miss Most: 
Ms. K

Favorite School Lunch: 
Taco in a Bag

Favorite Class You’ve Taken: 
Food Science

Plans for Next Year: 
Go to a 2-year school for automotive

Game created by Shea Smidt

Earlier this week, the seniors voted for their classmates as to who would represent them on the 
homecoming court. This year’s king candidates are Ty VanHolland, Isaiah Coburn, Michael Hanisch, 
Carter Siemonsma, and Collin Olson. The queen candidates are Maddie Waltman, Emma Wolf, Anna 
Ebbing, Alexis Christensen, and Ella Frerk.

Then, today, the high school voted for who they would like to see crowned king and queen. 
Coronation will take place on Monday at the Athletic Complex

Answers gathered by Lukas Ludewig

QUESTION: Do you feel like there are some changes in 
class expectations now that you are in middle school?
RESULT: 83% Yes

QUESTION: Do you like that you can move around to 
different rooms for different classes?
RESULT: 100% Yes

QUESTION: Do you like having multiple teachers 
throughout the day?
RESULT: 100% Yes

QUESTION: Do you like that you are able to choose 
some of your elective classes like art and music?
RESULT: 100% Yes

Thank you to the following sixth graders for sharing their opinions: Levi Christensen, Adelyn 
Hoppe, Allison Qualm, Coyer Buchholz, Gracelyn Koob, Collin Whitley

by Cece Fiegen
staff writer & 
infographic creator

     Youth led protests have 
erupted across the globe, and 
while each has a different 
cause, they all have one thing 
in common: Gen-Z is no 
longer willing to be passive to 
the world around them. 
Countries like Frudents have 
taken to the streets in 
response to the literal 
crumbling education system, 
where classes are 
overcrowded, teachers are 
underpaid, and there are 

Carter 
Siemonsma has 
been the lead 

runner for the 
Blue Dragons 
for the last 

couple years, 
frequently 

found running 
around town in 
the off-season 

as well. 
Siemonsma 

continues to 
pace the Blue 

Dragon harriers 
including 

finishing first 
in his most 

recent meet in 
Salem.

Photo by Caylix 
Buchholz

Infographic created by Brielle Weir

overall poor conditions. Some 
have even reported having rat 
and roach infestations. 
Though many protesters have 
remained peaceful, it has 
since grown into a larger 
beast, r a leader called 

Game created by Autumn Genzler

CONGRATULATIONS
Middle School Student 

Council Officers
Who were just elected this week

President:
Drew Stiefvater

Vice President:
Caylix Buchholz

Secretary:
Coyer Buchholz

Treasurer:
Xavier Rodengen

Public Relations:
Seaton Boyer

Sergeant at Arms:
Summer Block

SEPTEMBER
Tenley Siemonsma

Layne Hartog
Tyler Cutrer-Blewett

ACE Awards
online activis

Answers at the bottom of page 3
Infographic created by Autumn Genzler

All-State performance shines
Garretson sent five to Rapid City to participate in all-state concert event

State Press Convention
Newspaper and earbook publications around the 

state compete, highlighting excellence in 
journalistic writing and photography.

Garretson’s Results
EXCELLENT in PUBLICATIONS:

Blue Ink (Newspaper)
Dragon (Yearbook)

EXCELLENT in PHOTOGRAPHY:
Caylix Buchholz (Sports)
Gracie Fiegen (Sports)

EXCELLENT in NEWS WRITING:
Colton Buchholz (Sports)
Harper Hanisch (Editorial)

Harper Hanisch (General News)
Shea Smidt (Sports)

SUPERIOR in NEWS WRITING:
Emma Wolf (Editorial)

Johanna Knauer (Feature)
Gracie Fiegen & Cecelia Fiegen (Feature)

SOUTH DAKOTA’S TOP SCORING ENTRY IN ALL 
NEWS WRITING DIVISIONS
Johanna Knauer (Editorial)

Infographic created by Colton BuchholzTalk About It Tier List: The Best Shoe Brands

Nike Dunks
Dude Shoes
Jordans
Nike Mind
Uggs Low
Nike
On Clouds
Adidas

Hoka
New Balance
Birkenstocks

Ugg Boots          Loafers
Nike Slides         Dress Shoes
Cowboy Boots
Under Armour  Skechers

Cloggs
Puma
Reebok
Fila

Twisted X
Converse
Vans
Asics

Infographic created by 
Colton Buchholz

Above Left: Brooklyn Schwebach (alto), Anna Ebbing (soprano), Tanner Baatz (bass), and 
Caiden Maack (tenor) comprised Garretson’s quartet for All-State choir in Rapid City.
Right Column: Choral teacher, Mrs. Schweitzer was able to celebrate a couple extra 
accomplishments over the weekend as well including Anna Ebbing being recognized as a 
four-year All-State participant (top) and Amelia Devine participating in the elementary 
all-state honor choir (bottom).

Photos submitted by Mrs. Taylor Schweitzer
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Who: Mr. 
Steckler

What: The 
staircase

Where: 
Outside Mr. 
Heumiller’s 

door

CONGRATULATIONS

Ms. Kientopf 
was just awarded the

OUTSTANDING 
EARLY 

CAREER 
EDUCATOR

by the South Dakota Association of Agricultural 
Educators

She will go on to compete at the National level

Electric > Gas

Blaine T. - “Taylor Swift, duh. It’s pretty 
self-explanatory.”

Harper A. - “Drake because I love him and I see all the 
videos on TikTok of his concerts and they look so fun.”

Student Voice
Would you rather…

Nora B. - “More language classes with 
an in-person teacher.”

Riley L-M. - “Astrology because I want 
to be an astronomer.”

Coleena T. - “Law of Public Safety 
Corrections because I took it in 
Brandon and it was very interesting.”

Student Voice
If Garretson got a new class, 

what would you want?

The shoe belongs 
to Adi FInk

Where

Whǐ

Whƾ
t

Senior Activity Spotlight

Soccer 
finishes 
season
     After a solid showing 
in the last week of the 
season with a tie and 
win over More. The 
Cavaliers dominated the 
offensive possessions 
and came away with a 
4-0 victory, ending the 
Blue Dragons’ season.
     

Ranking and infographic created by Harper Hanisch

Senior Activity Spotlights created by Mrs. Etrheim
Infographic created by Mrs. Etrheim

Senior Activity Spotlight

Infographic 
created by 

Blake Benson

Infographic created by Harper Hanisch

by Cece Fiegen
staff writer & infographic creator

     It is unusual for a small school to 
host more than one student teacher 
at a time, especially when not 
located in the same city as a 
college. However, three of 
Garretson’s own have taken on the 
task of mentoring student teachers. 
On their journey to becoming 
teachers, college students train in a 
real classroom setting  for up to a 
full semester. This hands-on 
experience is essential to giving the 
graduates the confidence they need 
to take on their own classroom.
     Learning the ropes from Ms. 
Kientopf in the Ag program is Ms. 
Turnus. Mrs. Etrheim has taken Ms. 
Baker under her wing, giving her a 
taste of elementary ed. And Mrs.   

Youth football sees success as they work their 
way through their own playo brackets 

Infographic created by Chase Costello

Siemonsma, a familiar face in the 
school and community, has decided 
to graduate from a substitute and 
pursue becoming a teacher with the 
direction of kindergarten teacher, 
Mrs. Nelson. They may be in 
different rooms, but each of these 
student teachers are always ready to 
answer a question or lend a hand.
     Garretson is lucky to have not 
one, but three capable student 
teachers. Keep an eye out for ‘get to 
know you' features for Ms. Turnus, 
Ms. Baker, and Mrs. Siemonsma in 
future Blue Ink issues. While the 
student teachers don’t have their 
own classroom yet, their positive 
impact can be felt.

Infographic created by Blake Benson
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For seniors…

Student teachers 
swarm classrooms

Garretson hosts three student 
teachers during the fall semester

Rod Wave
Olivia Dean
Bad Bunny

Drake
SZA
Bruno Mars
Lily Baby

Post Malone
Taylor Swift
Shaboozey
Justin Bieber
Ella Langley
Rhianna
Morgan Wallen
Alex Warren
Noah Kahan

Luke Combs
Riley Green

Ariana Grande
Olivia Rodrigo

Senior Spotlight
Vivian Johnson

Activities Involved In: 
Volleyball Stats
Boys Basketball Stats
Choir
Band
Color Guard

Who/What Will You Miss Most: 
Laughing and having fun with my

Favorite School Lunch: 
Crispy Chicken Sandwich

Favorite Class You’ve Taken: 
Bio 2 with Mr. E

Plans for Next Year: 
Either Mitchell Tech or Southeast 
Tech for nursing

Pics of the Week

Match the teacher
Mr. Bohl - Drama
Mr. Hughes - SAWFT

Mr. Heumiller - You’re a…
Mr. Ehrisman - Good decisions
Mr. Moehlenbrink - Alpha

Volleyball season 
comes to an end

Volleyball’s season came 
to an end earlier this 
week in Madison as the 

Blue Dragons traveled to 
play the Bulldogs in the 

first round of region 
play. Garretson had 

moments of strong play 
but ultimately Madison 

was too much to 
overcome, taking down 

the Blue Dragons in 
three straight sets.
Photos by Thor Zell & 

Colton Buchholz 

Which 
classes are 

these 
pictures 
from and 

what is 
happening?

Big East 
Conference 
Placings

Cecelia Fiegen 
Poetry - 3rd 

Briann 
Jacobson 

Storytelling 
- 3rd 

Abby Fetter 
Storytelling 

- 6th

Abby Fetter 
Serious - 4th

Hannah 
Hummel 

Storytelling 
- Participant   

The seniors joined 
up with the 

Kindergarteners 
today to read this 
morning splitting 

between Mrs. 
Leicester’s and 

Mrs. Nelson’s 
rooms. The 

Kindergarteners 
picked out the 
books for the 

seniors to read to 
them before having 

time to ask each 
other questions.

Oral Interp continued their busy schedule, competing on Monday, Oct. 19 at 
Lennox. Briann Jacobson earned a superior rating with her storytelling and an 
excellent + in her serious dramatic piece. Cece Fiegen also earned an 
excellent + in poetry. Hannah Hummel earned an excellent for storytelling.

Seniors were able to participate in their first ever voting process this year. Government 
teacher, Mr. Moehlenbrink took students who were 18 over to the Legion, Garretson’s 

official polling place, to vote on Tuesday morning. Those who have yet to turn 18 were 
able to cast their ballots in Mr. Moehlenbrink’s room through his mock election 

simulation. Students still had to go through the process of showing ID, properly 
completing a ballot, as well as submitting it appropriately.

Activities Involved In: 
Volleyball and Golf

Who/What Will You Miss Most: 
I will miss the bus rides home from 
volleyball, sitting and talking to Harper

Favorite School Lunch: 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich

Favorite Class You’ve Taken: 
Anatomy

Plans for Next Year: 
Attend DSU and play volleyball

Infographic created by Autumn Genzler

     As part of the Red 
Ribbon Week celebration, 
there have been various 
dress up days including 
crazy hair/hat day and 
wear red. The last dress 
up day, today, was playing 
with the timing of 
Halloween where students 
could wear costumes to 
school. The bunch of 
bananas: Leif Moritz, 
Caylix Buchholz, and 
Hayden Devine may look 
silly but focused in on 
their reading assignment 
in Mrs. Ageson’s class.
     Also as part of the 
Red Ribbon Week campaign, 
there were informational 
tables, red ribbon pins 
and bracelets, as well as 
coloring sheets.

Photo by Mrs. Ageson

The state cross country race was at Hart Ranch in 
Rapid City last weekend, October 24. Garretson 
qualified two runners (pictured left in white 
with blue tops): Ethan McGregor (left) and Carter 
Siemonsma (right). The pair finished 
back-to-back, both in under 17 1/2 minutes
Photo courtesy of South Dakota Public Broadcasting.
©2026 SDPB | Tim Tushla

     When asked about the 
team's performance this 
season, Coach Hughes 
said, “I thought the season 
went well. We set out a lot 
of goals to accomplish; now 
did we accomplish all of 
those goals, well no. But 
when you take it to account 
that the seniors were 1-15 
before this year, to have 
them go out this year at 7-3 
is an accomplishment, so I 
can’t be disappointed.”
     Looking ahead, Coach

Football continued from page 1
Hughes shared what the 
team can take away from 
this season moving forward. 
“It’s not so much what we 
can take out of the season 
as coaches, but what the 
players can, both good and 
bad. They can figure out 
what works and what 
doesn’t, and take the work 
ethic and leadership that is 
lost with the senior class. I 
just think that each year you 
turn over and the next 
group rises from what they 

learned from 
the guys 
before.
     The season 
wrapped up 
with a 15-23 
loss against 
Platte/Geddes and will 
graduate 12 seniors, the 
biggest senior class the team 
has had in a long time. 
     Although the team’s 
ultimate goal was to play at 
the dome, this season was 
nonetheless a success.


