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FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

WORTH MENTIONING
- Wrestling picked up a tournament 

this weekend in Parkston.
GERMAN PHRASE OF THE WEEK

- Goodbye
- Auf Wiedersehen

- Thanks to Johanna Knauer for 
providing the Phrase of the Week.

Unforgettable experience

1 Blue Ink

Family, after I landed in the US, was 
so special to me because people 
that I have never met before 
welcomed me in their home and their 
life. From the beginning I knew that 
my family was a perfect match for 
me. With Anna being my age I found 
my best friend in the first days and 
knew I had her always by my side. 
     To be honest the first day of 
school was one of the scariest days 
of my life. Stepping into a place 
where you only know a few people, 
in a different country with another 
language was a challenging 
moment. Of course I had an 
imagination of how I thought High 
School would be, but it was 
completely different. Teachers are 
more like friends instead of an 
authority, classes are fun, and 
everyone knows each other. I was 
not used to that from my school in 
Germany, everything is about 
academics, other social interactions 
are outside of school, sports are not 
played in school and we don‘t have 
Homecoming, Winter Formal, or 
Prom. 
     Playing soccer for Garretson 
gave me the chance to play with a 

by Johanna Knauer
staff writer - editorial

     In the beginning it was just a 
dream, the idea of living on the other 
side of the world, experiencing a new 
culture, speaking another language. I 
always wanted to leave my 
hometown, not because I don‘t like it, 
but just because I wanted to 
experience something new.
     This idea escalated really fast into 
looking for organizations that can 
make this dream happen. Between 
the approach of starting all the 
paperwork, getting my visa, my 
placement, and finally being at the 
airport leaving my parents behind for 
9 months. A whole process were I 
made the decision to leave 
everything I knew behind multiple 
times, but I was always sure I 
wanted to do an exchange year.
     The moment I actually realized I 
was leaving was when we drove to 
the airport. Saying goodbye to my 
family and friends never felt real until 
that moment. Stepping on the plane 
with other exchange students that 
had the same dream as me was a 
feeling I can’t describe, everyone 
was so nervous but I knew that 
everything would work out for me 
and if not I could always fly home.
     The first time I met my Host 

Time in Garretson has come to an end but the memories and 
friendships created will last a lifetime

Halfway through girls hoops

new team, make memories but 
especially to make friends in the first 
few weeks. Playing with a new team 
after I played with my soccer team in 
Germany for over 7 years was a 
great decision but during the season 
I noticed that I missed my soccer 
team in Germany more than I 
thought I would. 
     Missing friends and family is a 
huge part of an exchange year, but 
what every exchange student has to 
learn is, that homesickness is 
normal. Being away from your family 
for such a long time is not easy but 
you have to grow with that.
     The most important part is talking 
about it, every time I was homesick I 
knew that I was not alone and that I 
can talk to my friends and my Host 
Family about it, even if they didn‘t 
understand my situation they would 
always listen to me.
     I got super lucky with my Host 
Family, because through them I got 
to travel to 10 states. I lived my own 
American Dream with experiencing 
High School Football Games, 
Homecoming and traveling through 
the whole country.
     Some of my highlights were being 
at an Ohio State Football 

by Zach Hermanson
staff writer & infographic creator

     At the midpoint of the 2025–2026 
season, the Garretson Blue Dragons 
girls basketball team holds a 1–8 
record, compared to about 3–5 at 
the ers have made it harder 

for the team to stay competitive 
offensively.
     Garretson has shown effort on 
defense, with 177 rebounds and 74 
steals, and the teamhile continuing 
strong defensive effort.

Game, Vikings Game, Thanksgiving 
in Wisconsin Dells, skiing in the 
Rocky Mountains, visiting Florida, 
and of course Homecoming. I have 
never experienced school spirit in 
the way that I have here, being a 
part of that made me really happy. I 
got to know sides of myself that I 
didn’t know before, I would have 
never thought that I would love 
football as much as I do know or that 
I would try a new sport. 
     This experience has taught me so 
much and if I would ever get the 
chance to live here again I would 
immediately take it. This has been 
the best time of my life even if not 
everything was perfect, and I just 
want to say thank you to all students, 
teachers and the staff for accepting 
me and making this a great time for 
me.

Infographic created by Colton Buchholz

The Garretson Grid

Start by filling out 
the 3x3 grid with a 
person that fits the 
description at the 
intersecting 
square. 

Note: You can 
only use a person 
once per grid. 

Possible 
Answers: Some 
(not all) options 
are listed at the 
bottom of page 4.

Good Luck!



care of business, jumping out to an early double digit lead 
and not looking back. The Blue Dragons won 57-37 and 
Harper Andera earnedway with the 76-57 victory.
     The Garretson boys did just notch another win 
yesterday over Canistota, 69-37.
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This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Saturday, January 24
 - JH GBB @ Sioux Valley Tourney (9:00)
 - Wrestling @ Parkston (10:00)
Sunday, January 25
 - One Act Community Performance (3:00)
Monday, January 26
 - CABIN FEVER WEEK - Preppy Polos
 - Pickleball @ 8:30
 - JH/JV Wrestling @ Brandon (4:00)
 - C BBB @ Baltic (4:00)
Tuesday, January 27
 - CABIN FEVER WEEK - Hawaiian Day
 - Rock-Paper-Scissors Contest
 - Region 2A One-Act Play @ Lennox
 - JH GBB @ Estelline-Hendricks (4:30)
 - GBB @ Estelline-Hendricks (6:00/7:15)
 - JH BBB @ Flandreau (4:00/5:00)
 - BBB @ Flandreau (5:00/6:15/7:30)
 - Wrestling Quad v. Parkston, MVPCS, Groton (5:00)
Wednesday, January 28
 - CABIN FEVER WEEK - Pajama Day
 - In-Class Trivia
Thursday, January 29
 - CABIN FEVER WEEK - Athletes vs. Mathletes
 - Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader @ 2:15
Friday, January 30
 - CABIN FEVER WEEK - Spirit Day
 - Blue Dragon Olympics @ 8:30

Worth Mentioning

Infographic created by Jordan DeWitte

by Gracie Fiegen
staff writer - editorial

    After attending Garretson High School for 
a total of 13 years, I find myself having a 
bountiful supply of advice. Almost all of it has 
to do with putting yourself out there and 
taking as many opportunities as possible. 
    Although this concept always made me 
feel like I was insanely busy, I do not regret 
any of those experiences. Each adventure I 
went on taught me an important lesson about 
myself. 
     The two most seasonally relevant bits are 
attending winter formal and signing up for 
random camps.

Winter Formal
     Formal at Garretson is a once yearly 
occasion that happens to be next Saturday, 
January 31. To me, this silly dance is about 
getting together with friends amongst the 
stress and dullness of winter. Maybe it is just 
me, but I relish any opportunity to dress up 
and take life a little less seriously. 
     Attendance numbers for formal are 
becoming more slim, but it can easily go 
through a revival. My mother always said to 
me, “It is only as fun as you make it.” This 
rings true to me because I have had a blast 
at formal every year. Garretson is a small 
school, so there should be friendly faces 
ready to take on the dance floor with you. 

CONGRATULATIONS to all of the students who have 
been recognized for showing positive ACE qualities 
(Attitude, Character, Effort). Our five winners from 
November are Cooper Smith, Alyssa Olson, Drew 
Chester, Caylix Buchholz, and Bryce Howe. Please 
see Mrs. Costello in study hall for an extra reward.

ORDER YOUR ‘25-’26 YEARBOOKS
today. They are $30 each, a steal 
for the millions of memories made 
this year.  You can order online at
ybpay.lifetouch.com. Please come 
find Dr. Buchholz if you have any 
questions.

Summer Camps
     Over the past years, I have met hundreds of 
peers and learned more about my interests 
through summer camps. The application pages 
are waiting for you to sign up now. 
     My first experience was Dakota News Now 
Media Camp where I got to explore a career 
interest in news television. Although I decided 
a newscast career is not for me, it helped me 
narrow my future routes.
     Girls State is where I got my first taste of 
USD, the college I will be attending in the fall. I 
met over three hundred women from around 
South Dakota that I will hopefully see around 
the state for years to come. 
     The Service Leadership Academy through 
The Humanity Launch is where I networked 
with amazing leaders who aspire to change the 
world. Within those 48 hours, I found a friend 
group that I spent all summer hanging out with. 
     Putting yourself out there can be a huge 
risk, but it can have major payouts. Formal 
could be boring, or it could be the highlight of 
your month. Summer camp could be 
forgettable, or it could create lasting memories 
and friendships. In the end, it is up to you to 
carefully consider your options and weigh the 
outcomes to find what is best for you.

Senior Spotlight
Cole Schleuter

Activities Involved In: 
Wrestling, Football, 
Baseball, Trapshooting, 
FFA, NHS

Who/What Will You Miss Most: 
Friends and the weight room

Favorite School Lunch: 
Deer sandwich and YooHoo

Favorite Class You’ve Taken: 
Metal Fabrication

Plans for 
Next Year: 
Attend Lake Area
Tech for Welding

Go do the thing Third through fifth 
graders take on a 
fight with words

Experiences open up 
opportunities and views
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by Chase Arend
staff writer

     The Jesse James 
wrestling tournament is a 
huge event in the Garretson 
community. Beginning in the 
early 2000s, the Garretson 
wrestling tournament has 
been a staple in the 
community for multiple 
reasons. First starting off 
with the wrestlers, the varsity 
wrestling team had the 
Jesse James meets this past 
weekend and there were 
multiple placers. 
     Sixth place from Chase 
Costello, Talon Miller, 
Beckett Dickey, and Ty 
VanHolland. Fourth place 
Chase Arend, Drew Chester, 
and Tanner Baatz. Second 

Soccer 
finishes 
season
     After a solid showing 
in the last week of the 
season with a tie and 
win over More. The 
Cavaliers dominated the 
offensive possessions 
and came away with a 
4-0 victory, ending the 
Blue Dragons’ season.
     

Senior Activity Spotlight

Infographic created 
by Colton Buchholz

place Bence Bonte, and first 
place Blake Benson. Winning 
the overall team tournament 
was Tri-Valley with Garretson 
coming in fifth. Mr. Bohl said, 
“The wrestlers are making 
huge improvements, and are 
on the right track to 
succession this year..”  
     There have been 
countless members 
throughout the years of the 
tournament  who have helped 
this tournament grow and 
grow. Tony Martens and 
Dave Wagner have been a 
huge part of the success of 
this program, not by just 
helping in the tournament but 
being a great example for the 

decades to come by showing 
their hard work for this 
tournament since the start. 
Teams who have been at the 
Jesse James tournament are 
Tri-Valley and Flandreau.

In conclusion there is 
more to the tournament than 
just the metals and the 
matches. It's about 
communities coming together 
for a special event held once 
a year. The hard work and 
dedication of the Coach’s, 
volunteers, parents, and the 
wrestlers are the reason why 
this tournament is where it is 
today, and how it will bring 
wrestlers and fans in years to 
come.

Snowmobile Safety

on operation safety and 
ethics, proper clothing, 
trail markings, safety 
gear, and more.
     If there are any 
questions or an interest 
in attending please 
contact the Siouxland 
SnoTrackers by email 
at 
siouxland.snotrackers
@gmail.com.

by Shea Smidt
staff writer - editorial
infographic creator

     I think that NBA 2K26 is better than Madden 
26 for a number of reasons. First is that NBA 
2K26 is way more enjoyable to play compared to 
Madden 26. Where in NBA 2K26 the game 
keeps going, in Madden 26 the game stops after 
each play, which after some time becomes 
boring.

     Another reason is the MyCareer mode is part 
of NBA 2K26 as well. In the MyCareer, you 
actually get to create your own player and 
increase their skills as well as play major games 
and even get to go out into the city. In some 
ways, it feels as though you are that player’s life. 
Madden does have this as well, though not as 
interesting.
     NBA 2K26 is also more visually appealing. 
The characters look more realistic when moving 
around, and their animations look natural. In 
Madden 26, the characters sometimes look stiff 
when moving around, and their animations look 
repetitive.
     “The main difference between the games is 
probably like, the career mode is better on 2k 
because you can play for an NBA team and play 
online one vs ones. On Madden I only play 
franchise because that’s the only fun mode for 
me,” said Casey Smith. Ethan McGregor said, 
“2k is just so much better than Madden because 
it's not as pay to win. They give away so many 
free rewards just for playing the game. As the 
best 2k player in the school, so I know what I’m 
talking about.”
     Lastly, it is more enjoyable to play NBA 2K26 
with your friends. There are more options, which 
make the experience more enjoyable. Generally, 
NBA 2K26 is more enjoyable, more exciting, and 
better looking compared to Madden 26.

     On Sunday, January 
25, there will be a free 
snowmobile safety 
training available to 
anyone 12 years of age 
and older.
     The safety course put 
on by Siouxland 
SnoTrackers will take 
place at Nordstrom’s 
Automotive from 1-4 pm.
     The course focuses

Ranking and infographic created by Harper Hanisch

Sunday provides opportunity to 
increase winter preparedness

Senior Activity Spotlights created by Mrs. EtrheimInfographic created by Johanna Knauer

Jesse James Invite

Infographic created by Blake Benson and Bence Bonste

Infographic created by Chase CostelloInfographic created by Chase Arend

Basketball vs Football
Which video game sports 

experience takes top honors

Infographic created by Zach Hermanson
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by Cece Fiegen
staff writer & infographic creator

     “2026 is the year of analog,” is 
ironically becoming a popular 
statement online. Analog, in a 
nutshell, is simply the opposite of 
digital. The average person looking 
into the analog lifestyle should know 
what it entails, reason for it 
becoming popular, and embodiment 
of the trend before diange in 
lifestyles while breaking away from 
the need to scroll endlessly. 

Rising in Popularity 
     The average screen time for a 

Gen Z person in America is nine 
hours a day, and the more time they 
spend on it the less satisfied they 
report being. It has been known for 
years that high screen time can be 
directly attributed to increasing 
anxiety and depression. Many are 
taking analog living as an 
opportunity to reclaim their life after 
being “trapped” onlineEmbodying 
the Analog Lifestyle
     When trying to embody the 
analog lifestyle, most people 
participating find it difficult to unplug 
from the digital world after being on it 
since a young age. Many find it 
especially strenuous to quit or 
moderate phone usage when all of 
their entertainment, photos, music, 
and habits reside there. This is 
where living analog comes in, it 
disconnects these things from a 

smartphone. 
     Instead of relying on 
smartphones for instantaneous 
entertainment, replace the habit with 
real hobbies. It may take awhile to 
find one, but there is a hobby suited 
for everyone. Instead of spending 
hours curating an Instagram post, 
spend that time scrapbooking. Or 
replace online gaelves being more 
intentional about each picture they 
take and song they listen to. 

     Followers of this trend will argue 
that going analog is not about buying 
the aesthetic, but about being 
intentional about managing time by 
disconnecting from smartphones. 
This can be as simple as making 
your smartphone “dumber” by 
deleting all distracting apwanting to 
separate themselves from their 
phones is something fairly unique to 
recent years. Because of this, time 
will only tell what the outcome will 
be.

Trend brings a break from the digital age

The Garretson Grid Possible Answers:

by Colton Buchholz
staff writer

     Believe it or not, the 2025-26 
Garretson Boys Basketball team is 
halfway through their season. With 
that being said, that still means that 
there is still more room for 
improvement. uture, the Boys team 
will have two away games: 
Alcester-Hudson and Flandreau, and 
then 

Local teacher honored 
with regional recognition

work their way back home for a five 
game home stretch. 
     This year, the Blue Dragons boys 
basketball team is only looking better 
and hopefully able to make a sneaky 
run in the playoffs.
     This year, our stats haven’t been 
taken over by just a couple people,ore 
Shea Smidt, and freshman Colton 
Buchholz.

Agriculture education teacher, Miss Kientopf, 
acknowledged by peers

Infographic created by Chase Costello

1: Blair Ellefson, Khloe Susie, Brielle Weir 2. Brielle Weir, Chase Arend, Cooper Smith 3. Casen Smith, Wyatt Potter, Rylee Farrell
4. Jacoby Costello, Elijah Winterton, Tanner Baatz 5. Connor Smith, Jacoby Costello, Cecelia Fiegen 6. Dan Hoskins, Lucas Schotzko, Connor Smith
7. Brecken Weir, Colton Buchholz, Ella Frerk 8. Michael Hanisch, Brenna Smith, Jackson Arend 9. Jackson Collins, Ava Ockenga, Brooklyn Trudeau

1   2   3
4   5   6
7   8   9

Infographic created by Harper Hanisch Infographic created by Cece Fiegen

Infographic created by Cade Risty


