
A Fresh Team
     Last year, the team graduated 
almost the entire starting lineup. Due 
to this, the expressed that the 
upperclassmen were always there to 
help her work through any nerves she 
had playing on varsity.

The Last Match
     Only one senior returned to the 
floor this year and she made a great 
impact on the team. Many 
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TRACK & FIELD State Qualifying
Congratulations to all the students for extending their Track & Field season, qualifying for the 
State Track meet in Sioux Falls next Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.
 Unoicial qualifiers are listed below. Track and Field Athletes had to end their season with a Top 24 
time in the state to qualify for their event at the state meet.

High Jump: Logan Bly 4x100: Hannah Frewaldt, Reagan Altman, Logan Bly, Jordyn Williams
1600m: Preston Bohl 4x800: Carter Siemonsma, Collin Olson, Preston Bohl, Sam Schleuter

Soccer Season 
Scoreboard

Soccer had a mix of both familiar 
foes and new opponents to their 
schedule this year. 

2023 Season
@ Belle Fourche W 2-0
@ St. Thomas More L 1-2
@ Groton Area L 0-4
v. Tea Area L 1-6
@ Huron Cancelled
v. SF Christian L 0-5
v. Vermillion L 0-3
@ Dakota Valley L 1-7
@ Vermillion L 1-7
v. West Central L 1-3
v. Dakota Valley L 1-5
@ SF Christian L 0-1
v. Marshall (MN) T 2-2
v. Groton Area L 1-3
*@ Tea (postseason) TBD

FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

WORTH MENTIONING
- The first wrestling practice starts 

on Monday, November 17.
GERMAN PHRASE OF THE WEEK

- Snow
- Schnee

- Thanks to Johanna Knauer for 
providing the Phrase of the Week.

The Garretson FFA traveled to 
Brookings for the 96th Annual 
Convention. Garretson had six 

teams competing in their CDEs, a 
Farm Safety Quiz Bowl team, two 

seniors earning their State 
Degrees, and a Proficiency Award 

winner. 

Multiple successes were seen 
over the three day event. 

Additionally, the Garretson FFA 
was able to tour agriculture based 
facilities including the Davis Dairy 

Plant, Raven Precision Ag 
Department, and the South 

Dakota Ag Museum.

Infographic created by Tyler Erickson

STATE QUALIFIERCarter Siemonsma

FFA grows experiences 
through convention

All State photos. 

Photos courtesy of Photo courtesy of South Dakota Public Broadcasting.
©2025 SDPB | Tim Tushla

State Wrestling Update

…orcas are actually the largest members of the dolphin family.
…honey doesn’t spoil and it is a great preservative as well.
…fossils show that many species of dinosaurs had feathers.
…Australia is wider than the moon. Australia’s diameter from east to west is almost 4000 
km where the moon is about 3400 km in diameter .
…bees can and will sting other bees, especially if they don’t recognize them as hive mates.
…Alaska is the only state whose name is typed using just one row on the keyboard.
…giraffes are 30 times more likely to be struck by lightning than humans.I d
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1 Blue Ink

DON’T FORGET
Class Schedules are due TODAY!

group activities, and challenges. 
     To begin the first day the 
Garretson FFA team toured 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, even 
“kissing the bricks” of the finish line. 
     After this, they took a well needed 
stop at Raising Canes before heading 
to the Ella Langley concert to finish 
off the night. 
     On day two, they had a fun filled 
day which included visiting the 
Louisville Slugger Factory and 
Churchill Downs. 
     Later, In honor of Halloween, the 
team braved a haunted house. 
     Next, on the last day they went to 
the convention center to do some 
shopping. 
     Finally, the team gave back to the 
community by volunteering at a local 
homeless shelter. 
     At the end of the week, the team 
expressed they were very grateful for 
this opportunity. Until next year!

by Harper Hanisch
staff writer

     On October 28th the Garretson 
FFA officer team and others took off 
for the 98th National FFA Convention 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. Alysha 
Kientopf, Garretson’s Ag teacher as 
well as Susie Weir, a dedicated 
supporter of the FFA drove them.
     The eleven hour drive looked 
daunting, but the team was excited 
for the week ahead. 
     Through the drive they stopped 
multiple times for educational tours. 
These included Hanson’s Dairy in 
Iowa as well as the John Deere 
museum. Many of the students that 
farm found the John Deere museum 
quite interesting. 
     Throughout the week they 
attended “sessions”; sessions are 
organized meetings of all the 
members that are educational and 
fun! They began with opening 
ceremonies by the national FFA 
officers followed by guest speakers, 

Infographic created by Gracie Fiegen

Cross country performs 
at its best at year’s end

National Convention celebrates accomplishments and 
celebrates the wide reach of agriculture’s influences 

Infographic created by Zach Hermanson

underclassmen built a strong 
connection with Gshown it, I think the 
bonds I had with these girls made this 
season a successful one for me. I 
truly wish them all the best in the next 
seasons.” 

Until Next Year
     The volleyball team is already 
preparing to come back next year 
stronger and better than

Seniors Cole 
Schleuter, Brecken 
Weir, and Levi Top 
strike a silly pose 
in the Indiana 
Speedway gift shop 
after taking a tour 
of the massive 
facility. 

Photo by Harper 
Hanisch

The FFA leadership 
team took part in 
many activities, 
tours, and learning 
sessions, but were 
also able to kcik 
back and relax as 
they attended the 
Ella Langley concert.

Photo submitted by 
Harper Hanisch

coming wrestling season. He hopes 
for his players to make big leaps in 
their development like strength and 
experience, and eventually to make 
state. 
     Garretson’s only wrestler 
returning from state is sophomore 
Blake Benson who wrestled the 106 
weight class last year, Benson is 
looking forward to the upcoming 
season and said, “I think it’s going 
to be better than last year and I’m 
excited to get better with the team. 
I’m ready to have Tyler as our head 

coach because he wrestled for 
SDSU, and I think he will put us to 
work and make us the best we can 
be as players and a team.”
  The Garretson wrestling team’s first 
practice will be held on November 
17, with their first wrestling meet 
being on December 6. 
     Garretson looks to hold strong 
with their Dragon pride and make 
marks in the South Dakota high 
school wrestling world.

Infographic created by Johanna Knauer

by Cade Risty
staff writer

    As winter rolls in for Garretson, 
so comes the winter sports. After a 
decent season last year, the 
Garretson wrestling team looks to 

come back stronger than ever before 
with new wrestlers, and a new head 
coach. 
     Garretson’s new head coach, 
Tyler Sorensen, a former youth 
wrestling coach and a wrestler 
himself, is looking forward to this 

First 
winter 
sport 
starts 
next 
week



day with awards. Photos and articles were submitted in 
early September pulling content from last school year. 
     Garretson students earned 19 awards including 7 
superiors between news writing and photography. 
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- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

3 Blue Ink Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Monday, November 17
 - First Day of Wrestling Practice
 - Oral Interp @ Regions in Brookings
Tuesday, November 18
 - 5th Grade Band Concert @ 6:00
 - MS/HS Band/Choir Concert @ 6:30
Thursday, November 20
 - FFA District VII LDE @ Hartford
Friday, November 21
 - PTO Family Bingo Night @ American Legion (7:00)
Monday, November 24
 - First Day of Girls Basketball Practice
 - Youth Wrestling Parent/Athlete Meeting (6:00) 
Wednesday, November 26
 - No School - Thanksgiving Break
Thursday, November 27
 - No School - HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Friday, November 28
 - No School - Thanksgiving Break 

Worth Mentioning

15 seconds of fame

CONGRATULATIONS

Ms. Kientopf 
was just awarded the

OUTSTANDING 
EARLY 

CAREER 
EDUCATOR

by the South Dakota Association of Agricultural 
Educators

She will go on to compete at the National level

Electric > Gas

…be Batman or Spiderman?

…find your true love today or win the 
lottery in a year?

…by in jail for 5 years or be in a coma 
for 10 years?

…have a personal maid or a personal 
chef?

…have a personal maid or a personal 
chef?

…have a pause button or a rewind 
button in real life?

…solve world hunger or solve global 
warming?

…all alone in life or be by people who 
always annoy you?

…have a personal maid or a personal 
chef?

…have a pause button or a rewind 
button in real life?

…solve world hunger or solve global 
warming?

…all alone in life or be by people who 
always annoy you?

ANSWER KEY: A6 - B1 - C3 - D5 - E4 - F2

Veteran and inaugural 
teams visit SD with a new 

take on America’s past time

by Delilah Johnson
staff writer

     For many people in 
Garretson th

Infographic created by Jordan DeWitte

Tuesday, Nov 4: Volleyball @ Baltic - Black Out
Friday, Oct 24: Football v. Colman-Egan - Disney

Monday, Oct 27: Volleyball @ Sioux Valley - Color Explosion
Themes posted on Instagram at @ghsthemes

Upcoming FanThemes

…there is a school in the Philippines made entirely of recycled pop bottles.
…kids in Finland don’t start school until age 7.
…in a remote area of Columbia, students have to travel to school on a zip line.
…in the Netherlands, children start school on their 4th birthday so there is 
always someone new in class.I d
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Bella S. - “Chicken Run”

Zach H.. - “Thanksgiving”

Serie R. - “Fractured”

Joey T. -“Tusk”

Jackson C. - “Saltburn”

Kassidy D. -“Creep” St
ud

en
t V

oi
ceWhat is the weirdest movie 

you’ve ever seen?

Jacoby C. - “A good 2 months”

Addi H.. - “One full day”

Jackson A. - “Two years”

Gabe C. -“One Day”

Maiya S. - “I would win because I know 
how to garden.”

How long would you last in a 
zombie apocalypse?

Chain Reaction 
Answers

CHAIN #1
House - Party

Party - Animal
Animal - Cracker

Cracker - Jack
Jack - Hammer

Hammer - Head
Head - Wear

CHAIN #2
Say - Cheese

Cheese - Stick
Stick - Man
Man - Down

Down - Town
Town - Hall
Hall - Way

CHAIN #3
Throw - Rug
Rug - Burn

Burn - Cream
Cream - Cheese
Cheese - Pizza

Pizza - Oven
Oven - Cleaner

CHAIN #4
Juice - Box
Box - Office

Office - Assistant
Assistant - Director

Director - Chair
Chair - Man
Man - Hole

CHAIN #5
At - Last

Last - Nerve
Nerve - Damage

Damage - Control
Control - Group

Group - Dynamic
Dynamic - Duo

Answers may vary

by Blake Benson
staff writer

     In the span of just two days, two people 
deeply connected with the National Football 
League passed away. 
     Paul Tagliabue was the NFL 
Commissioner from 1989 to 2006, he spent 
lots of time and hard work trying to make the 
NFL a more enjoyable place for the players 
and fans. When he was commissioner he 
added new teams, expanded television 
deals, and his number one focus was the 
health of the players. Despite him having 
difficulties with league controversies, he 
stayed strong, calm and made great 
decisions that helped the NFL’s future. 
     Another memorable player that will never 
be forgotten is Marshall Kneeland, a very

…have a block schedule or 
regular schedule?

…have an early out or a late 
start?

…never leave South Dakota 
or never be able to come to 
the state again?

…shovel snow or mow the 
lawn?

…find true love today or win 
the lottery next year?

…be a professional athlete, 
musician, or actor?

…only drink water or only 
drink pop?

Would You 
Rather…?

JV boys basketball ends season

…there is a school in the Philippines made entirely of recycled pop bottles.
…kids in Finland don’t start school until age 7.
…in a remote area of Columbia, students have to travel to school on a zip line.
…in the Netherlands, children start school on their 4th birthday so there is always 
someone new in class.I d
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The first dire wolf pups were born in October 2024 through 
de-extinction efforts by Colosalls Biosciences lab.

Photo from colossal.com

Garretson’s baseball team has been hovering around the .500 
mark all season, a marked improvement over the previous few 
seasons. They are led by strong junior and senior players 
including Brecken Weir (above) and Treyton Decker (below).

Photos by Gracie Fiegen

College 
football 
opened up 
the season 
this past 
week with 
some 
marquee 
matchups 
including a 
rematch of 
last year’s 
national 
championshi
p game 
featuring 
number one 
Texas and 
number 
three Ohio 
State. Big 
movers this 
week 
include 
Ohio State 
taking the 
top spot, 
LSU up to 
three, and 
the 
Gamecocks 
squeaking 
into the 
top 10.

WINTER SPORTS start Monday, November 17 with 
wrestling practice, then girls basketball will be the 
following week, and boys basketball the week after.

CONGRATULATIONS to all of the students who have 
been recognized for showing positive ACE qualities 
(attitude, character, effort). Our five winners from 
October are Amaya Millwood, Cole Schleuter, Hannah 
Hummel, Isaiah Coburn, Connor Smith. Please see 
Mrs. Costello in study hall for an extra reward.

ORDER YOUR ‘25-’26 YEARBOOKS
today. They are $30 each, a steal 
for the millions of memories made 
this year.  You can order online at
ybpay.lifetouch.com. Please come 
find Dr. Buchholz if you have any 
questions.

gifted, young defensive player.
     Kneeland came from a small town far from 
the big cities but that didn’t stop him. He rose 
to college and to professional football through 
his effort and leadership. Kneeland’s passion 
for the game and the kindness he brought on 
and off the field will always be much respected 
and honored.

Both men, even though they have 
passed away, left behind powerful legacies. 
Tagliabue improved how football was managed 
and viewed by players and fans, while 
Kneeland inspired others with his strength and 
passion. Their leadership and love for the sport 
will always continue to impact football for 
generations to come.

Senior Spotlight
Elizabeth Roth

Activities Involved In: 
Choir, All-State Choir, Spring Play, 
Oral Interpretation, NHS, Film Club, 
School Spirit

Who/What Will You Miss Most: 
Mr. Hughes and Jake in Government

Favorite School Lunch: 
Chicken Ranch Pasta

Favorite Class You’ve Taken: 
Chemistry

Plans for 
Next Year: 
Attend college 
for nuclear 
engineering or 
chemical 
engineering

NFL loses two strong 
presences

Infographic created by Cade Risty

Former commissioner, former player 
pass away last week, leave legacies

Drilling deeper Landman strikes again 
as second season is 

about to drop

by Zach Hermanson
staff writer - editorial/AI 
Overview

     Landman 2 is a 
second season of a TV 
drama by Taylor 
Sheridan, focusing on 
the lives involved in the 
west Texas oil industry. 
     The series 
showcases the 
struggles, and personal 
setbacks that come 
with chasing success in 
a harsh world. It also 
combines the modern 

drama with the nerves 
of the west. 
     People are talking 
about it due to its thrilling 
scenes, characters, and 
plot changes. 
     Both seasons can be 
streamed on 
Paramount+, where 
Season 2 debuts on 
Sunday, November 16, 
with new episodes 
streaming every Sunday 
after.

Infographic created 
by Zach Hermanson

Infographic created by Chase Costello
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3 Blue Ink Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

Who: Mr. 
Steckler

What: The 
staircase

Where: 
Outside Mr. 
Heumiller’s 

door

CONGRATULATIONS

Ms. Kientopf 
was just awarded the

OUTSTANDING 
EARLY 

CAREER 
EDUCATOR

by the South Dakota Association of Agricultural 
Educators

She will go on to compete at the National level

Electric > Gas

Blaine T. - “Taylor Swift, duh. It’s pretty 
self-explanatory.”

Harper A. - “Drake because I love him and I see all the 
videos on TikTok of his concerts and they look so fun.”

Student Voice
Would you rather…

Nora B. - “More language classes with 
an in-person teacher.”

Riley L-M. - “Astrology because I want 
to be an astronomer.”

Coleena T. - “Law of Public Safety 
Corrections because I took it in 
Brandon and it was very interesting.”

Student Voice
If Garretson got a new class, 

what would you want?

The shoe belongs 
to Adi FInk

Where

Whǐ

Shrek can be found in his 
swamp as well as on Mr. 

TerWee’s door

Whƾ
t

The design is part 
of artwork outside 

the choir room door

Senior Activity Spotlight

Above Left: Mr. Heumiller grabbed water 
from Split Rock Creek to test its 
cleanliness with sophomore biology.
Above Right: Caiden Maack examines his 
tray while Jackson Collins draws Maack’s 
description of the Pesimis.
Left: Tanner Baatz looks at water from 
Split Rock park in Garretson under a 
microscope. Baatz ended up getting a 
water bug in his slide tray.

Photos by Autumn Genzler

Next week’s forecast

by Chase Arend
staff writer

     The town of Garretson welcomes 
a new teacher and coach, Faith 
Werkmeister, from Armour South 
Dakota, who is already making an 
amazing impact in the community. 
     She helps the school by coaching 
girls volleyball and basketball. 
Looking over her first volleyball 
season, she said “It went pretty well, I 
was super excited with the growth of 
the girls throughout the season.”
     Coaching a combined 7th and 8th 
grade basketball team that has 20 
girls, she said “My goals as coach is 
to help as much as I can and help 
them in any way whether that’s 
attitude on the court or skill as well.” 
Looking forward, she's getting ready 
for the first basketball game on 

New teacher 
takes on coaching

December 1. She is pretty optimistic 
on how it will go on December 1 as 
they have had two practices and she 
is already impressed on how much 
they have picked up.
     Ms. Werkmeister teaches 4th 
grade, she brings a passion for 
education and a dedication to her 
growth for her students and players. 
This is just the beginning of Ms. 
Werkmeister's Garretson teaching 
and coaching career. Faith chose 
Garretson for its small town feeling as 
she grew up in a small town. Also it's 
close to Sioux Falls, allowing her to 
stay close to family. She is super 
excited for the season and she can’t 
wait to see how far the girls will grow. 

for example. Emmanuel Clase and Luis Ortiz are both in 
the MLB and are playing for the Cleveland Guardians. 
They were caught July 2025 gambling together during the 
MLB season. They have been suspended ever since they 
were caught. 

Multiple players in multiple sports get 
busted for being on their own games

Clash Royale dying?

by Bence Bonte
staff writer

     Is Clash Royale dying? 
Clash Royale had one of the 
biggest reboots in history, 
millions upon millions of 
people were playing the 
game, but now it's rare to 
find anyone playing it. It 
seems that the updates of 
the game are just the same 
over and over, becoming 
very repetitive and draining. 
     Some people think the 
game has become 
pay-to-win, buying things to 

Soccer 
finishes 
season
     After a solid showing 
in the last week of the 
season with a tie and 
win over More. The 
Cavaliers dominated the 
offensive possessions 
and came away with a 
4-0 victory, ending the 
Blue Dragons’ season.
     

Senior Activity Spotlight

Infographic created 
by Colton Buchholz

Game that took the school by storm seems to be fading 
quickly, being replaced by other apps

Infographic created by Johanna Knauer

Fourth grade teacher Ms. Werkmeister quickly makes an 
impression on Garretson as junior high volleyball and 

basketball coach

Infographic created by Shea Smidt

become better or giving a 
competitive advantage. 
     Is there another game 
that took the spotlight? It’s 
hard to say with all the new 
games coming out and old 
ones coming back.
     Blake Benson said, “I 
play a lot of Rocket League 
Side Swipe now.” 
     Not everyone is ditching 
Clash Royale though; Chase 
Arend said, “I’m still pushing 
ultimate champion”, the 
highest rank in Clash. 
     Some people still play,  
but they must have a lot of

money into the game. 
     Junior Ty VanHolland 
said, “Sweats and pay-to-win 
people have ruined the 
game, it's just not fun 
anymore.” 
     People on YouTube and 
TikTok and other apps like 
that have also declined 
meaning it's just not a fun 
game to watch anymore. 
     If Supercell doesn’t bring 
a new update into the game 
it probably won’t see another 
reboot. Clash Royale isn’t 
fully dead, but it’s definitely 
on life support.

13
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- Have a broken arm or a 
broken leg?

- Lose an arm or lose a 
leg?

- Have the temperature 
be 80 F forever or 20 F 
forever?

- Be a famous person 
who is boring or a 
regular person who is 
hilarious?

- Date your best friend or 
someone you don’t 
know?

- Never be able to use 
your phone or never be 
able to drive?

- Be able to fly or be 
invisible?

- Rather go to the future 
or go back in time?

- Know the date of your 
death or the cause of 
your death?

- Lose your sense of 
taste or your sense of 
touch?

Would You 
Rather?

- Why is it called the 
World Series when the 
only teams playing are 
from the U.S. or 
Canada?

- Why are they called 
fireflies when they are 
actually beetles, not 
flies?

- Why are they called 
starfish and jellyfish 
when they aren’t 
actually fish? They are 
echinoderms and 
cnidarians, 
respectively.

- Why are they called 
velvet ants when they 
are actually wasps?

- Why are they called 
Panama hats when 
they originated in 
Ecuador?

- Hiing your funny bone 
isn’t actually funny. 
Furthermore, that 
uncomfortable feeling 
is when you hit your 
ulnar nerve, not a bone.

Have You 
Ever 

Wondered?

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Thursday, May 25
 - Semester Tests (7th and 8th periods)
 - Last Day of School (1:30 dismissal)
 - State Track @ Sioux Falls
Friday, May 26
 - State Track @ Sioux Falls
Saturday, May 27
 - State Track @ Sioux Falls
Tuesday, May 30
 - Summer OI Workout Program Starts
Monday, June 5
 - State Golf @ Watertown
 - Drivers’ Ed Begins (runs Monday through Friday)
Tuesday, June 6
 - State Golf @ Watertown

Worth Mentioning

GOOD LUCK to our State Track participants as 
they begin their competitions today!
 - Boys 4x800: Carter Siemonsma, Collin Olson, 
Sam Schleuter, Preston Bohl
 - 300m Hurdles: Sam Schleuter
 - 1600m: Preston Bohl
 - 3200m: Preston Bohl
 - Girls 4x100: Hannah Frewaldt, Jordyn Williams, 
Reagan Altman, Logan Bly
 - 100m: Jordyn Williams
 - High Jump: Logan Bly

CONGRATULATIONS to the Blue Dragon golfers 
for qualifying for the state meet in Watertown: Dylan 
Jessen, Cash Pullman, Autumn Gaspar, Grace 
Hove, Addi Hove, Maci Rotert. The girls’ team also 
took first in the region.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER BLUE DRAGONS!!!

Garretson guessing game

Who: Mr. 
Steckler

What: The 
staircase

Where: 
Outside Mr. 
Heumiller’s 

door

However, the next few months will show the 
northern lights much more than normal!2 Blue Ink

Go to ybpay.lifetouch.com
Yearbook ID #: 13650223
Search for your student
Yearbooks are $30
Lifetouch Yearbooks

Order online or talk to Mrs. Buchholz at the school.

Order your 
‘24-’25 
Yearbook 
today!

Garretson school upgrades scoreboards and 
add video board to experiences at facility

A picture is worth a thousand words

Chain 
Reaction

Connect the top word 
to the bottom by 
making common 

phrases and word 
combinations

Answers on next page

EXAMPLE
Baby
Face
Time
Out

Baby Face
Face Time
Time Out

CHAIN #1
House

P________
A________
C________
J________
H________
H________

Wear

CHAIN #2
Say

C________
S________
M________
D________
T________
H________

Way

CHAIN #3
Throw

R________
B________
C________
C________
P________
O________

Cleaner

CHAIN #4
Juice

B________
O________
A________
D________
C________
M________

Hole

CHAIN #5
At

L________
N________
D________
C________
G________
D________

Duo

State Wrestling Snaps

Infographic created by Ava Adkins
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that progress is possible and 
that the team is capable of 
competing. With this foundation laid, 
the future looks much brighter, and 
the team is already looking ahead 
with confidence and motivation to 
keep climbing.

WORD 
LADDER

Change one letter on each 
step to get from your starting 

word to your final word

F I R E
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __ __ __

H E A T

B L A C K
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __

W H I T E

SUDOKU
Get the numbers 1-9 in each 
box of 9, each row, and each 
column without repeating a 
number in each of the areas.

1

1

2
3

3

4
7

7

7
9

Would you 
rather…?

…have a magic carpet or a 
personal robot butler

…live on the moon or on Mars
…be really strong or really fast

…constantly itch or always cough
…have a dinosaur or a dragon

by Zach Hermanson
staff writer - editorial

     I don't think the school mascot of Garretson 
should be changed because it is such a big part 
of who we are. 
     The Blue Dragon has been our symbol for 
years. This connects students, teachers, and 
even alumni who still support Garretson today. 
     Changing would just take away a piece of our 
school's history and tradition. Everyone knows 
us as the Blue Dragons, and that is something 
we should be proud of. Our mascot brings 
people together at games and events, it gives us 
something to cheer for. If we changed it, it just 
wouldn't be the same. 
     The Blue Dragon represents hard work and 
community, things we should hold on to. We 
don't need a new mascot; we just need to keep 
showing what the Blue Dragon stands for.

Is it time for a change?

Long term impacts coming from longest 
shutdown
by Gracie Fiegen
staff writ

by Colton Buchholz
staff writer - editorial

    Mascots play a big role in representing and 
bringing together schools and their teams. 
Everyone loves a mascot that runs around hyping 
everyone up. But is it time for a change? 
    Garretson does have a pretty unique mascot 
with the Blue Dragons, but shouldn’t we tie in a 
little bit of Garretson culture as well? Besides, a 
blue dragon has nothing to do with Garretson. It’s 
just unique. 
     What if Garretson were to tie into Jesse James’ 
heritage and be “The Garretson Outlaws?” An 
outlaw would be perfect fit for our town. Everything 
else has something to do with Jesse James and 
the town’s past; why not our school mascot?
     I feel as if we change our mascot to something 
to do with Garretson’s past, it will include more 
than just the school. It would be an entire 
community under one mascot.

Uniqueness of the Blue Dragon 
mascot is endearing but is it really the 

best representation of Garretson?

Infographic created by Bence Bonte

National Effects
     The effects of this shutdown have 

according to the State Department of 
Social Services. There are about 
11,300 Federal employees in SD that 
are currently not getting paid. These 
are only two of the 

4 Blue Ink

More than just DC 
aected by government 

shutdown
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