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TRACK & FIELD State Qualifying
Congratulations to all the students for extending their Track & Field season, qualifying for the 
State Track meet in Sioux Falls next Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.
 Unoicial qualifiers are listed below. Track and Field Athletes had to end their season with a Top 24 
time in the state to qualify for their event at the state meet.

High Jump: Logan Bly 4x100: Hannah Frewaldt, Reagan Altman, Logan Bly, Jordyn Williams
1600m: Preston Bohl 4x800: Carter Siemonsma, Collin Olson, Preston Bohl, Sam Schleuter

Soccer Season 
Scoreboard

Soccer had a mix of both familiar 
foes and new opponents to their 
schedule this year. 

2023 Season
@ Belle Fourche W 2-0
@ St. Thomas More L 1-2
@ Groton Area L 0-4
v. Tea Area L 1-6
@ Huron Cancelled
v. SF Christian L 0-5
v. Vermillion L 0-3
@ Dakota Valley L 1-7
@ Vermillion L 1-7
v. West Central L 1-3
v. Dakota Valley L 1-5
@ SF Christian L 0-1
v. Marshall (MN) T 2-2
v. Groton Area L 1-3
*@ Tea (postseason) TBD

FIND ME IN THE PAPER
- This picture will be hidden in 

the Blue Ink somewhere.
- Look for it throughout the issue 

as you read the articles and 
browse the pictures.

- Thank you Mrs. Granberg for 
creating the Blue Ink dragon

WORTH MENTIONING
- School Picture Day is on Tuesday.
- Dress Up Themes for activities 

have been decided. Look on social 
media for each game’s theme. 
TONIGHT’S FOOTBALL GAME is 
frat.

The Garretson FFA traveled to 
Brookings for the 96th Annual 
Convention. Garretson had six 

teams competing in their CDEs, a 
Farm Safety Quiz Bowl team, two 

seniors earning their State 
Degrees, and a Proficiency Award 

winner. 

Multiple successes were seen 
over the three day event. 

Additionally, the Garretson FFA 
was able to tour agriculture based 
facilities including the Davis Dairy 

Plant, Raven Precision Ag 
Department, and the South 

Dakota Ag Museum.

STATE QUALIFIERCarter Siemonsma

State Wrestling Update
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25 years later: Remembering 
September 11

This Friday is the 2nd Friday the 13th of 2026. 
The previous happened in February and the next 
happens in November. Three is the most times 

that it can happen in one calendar year.

FRIDAY the 13th

15 seconds of fame
Garretson choir students sang 

the National Anthem at the 
Skyforce game last Saturday

by Autumn Genzler
staff writer and infographic 
creator

     Twenty five years ago, on 
September 11, 2001, the 
United States experienced 
the tragic loss of nearly 3,000 
innocent people. Terrorists 
hijacked four airplanes, two 
attacked the World Trade 
Center in New York City, one 
attacked Pentagon in 
Virginia, and the fourth plane 
crashed in Pennsylvania after 
passengers attempted to take 
control of the aircraft.
     However, 9/11 is not just 
than a date that we learn 
about in school. It is a 
memory for people who lived 
it and where they were, what 
they were doing and how 
their lives changed afterward. 
For many people, the 
morning started like any 
other. “I was on the way to 
the fair in Spencer, Iowa.” 92 
year old, Richard Thoreson, 
grandparent of Garretson 
junior Brielle Weir, said.

     The attacks unfolded 
rather quickly. At 8:46 in the 
morning, American Airlines 
Flight 11 crashed into the 
North Tower of the World 
Trade Center. In seventeen 
short minutes a second 
plane, United Airlines Flight 
175, hit the South Tower. As 
news channels began 
showing images of the 
burning buildings, millions of 
Americans watched in 
confusion and disbelief. “I 
had the tv on and I had heard 
about it on the news,” shared 
90-year-old, Darlene 
Thoreson.
     For younger people, the 
events were a little more 
difficult to comprehend. “I 
was 18 and just starting my 
college classes. I had heard 
from a classmate who was 
sitting next to me who was 
told by his wife. I was scared, 
I had just moved to Sioux 
Falls two months prior. As the 
day went on, the news 
spread across the college 

DON’T FORGET
Class Schedules are due TODAY!

Blue Dragons 
complete their first 
full week of school 

amid multiple events

campus and we all watched it 
on tv,” voiced Cindy Genzler.
     Although the attacks 
happened thousands of miles 
away from many people, the 
effects were felt throughout 
the entire US. Schools, 
workplaces, airports, and 
communities all watched the 
news and tried to understand 
what was going on. 
     For those who were old 
enough to remember that 
day, 9/11 is something they 
can still picture clearly, even 
after all these years. “I still 
remember the whole day. We 
had a student council 
meeting that morning. One of 
the boys had shown up late 
and we all gave him a hard 
time but he said to us we had 
to see what was going on 
and went and turned on the 
tv in the back of classroom,” 
remembered Kelsey 
Buchholz. “I could tell you 
exactly where I was sitting 
and how that day at school 
unfolded.”

September Collage by Zach Hermanson

Look in this issue for more 
perspectives from the first 

week of school  

place. Sophomore took a 
huge lead with the final score 
being 18-5.
     Overall, this year’s 
Powder Puff game was filled 
with excitement, competition, 
and plenty of school spirit. 
Each class gave it their all on 
the field, making for an 
entertaining night of big 
plays, interceptions, and 
close games. After a night of 
hard work and teamwork, the 
sophomores claimed first 
place, followed by the 
freshmen in second, juniors 
in third, and seniors in fourth.

Top Left: The Queen candidates were Anna 
Ebbing, Emma Wolf, Maddie Waltman, Alexis 

Christensen, and Ella Frerk.
Above Top: The King candidates were Carter 
Siemonsma, Isaiah Coburn, Collin Olson, Ty 

VanHolland, and Michael Hanisch.
Above Middle: Lucie Frewaldt crowns Alexis 

Christensen as queen.
Above Bottom: Cole Schleuter passes on the 

crown to Collin Olson.
Left: In their first official duty as King 

and Queen, Collin Olson and Alexis Siemonsma 
pose for their official photograph. They 

participated in other events throughout the 
week, including crowning the king and queen 

at Palisade Manor and speaking to the 
student body during the community pep rally.

     Twenty five years can feel 
like a long time, but for the 
people who remember that 
day, the memories can still 
feel close. The stories of 
those who lived through 9/11 

help us understand that 
history is not just about 
dates, but that it is also about 
real people, their 
experiences, and the 
memories they hold on to.

Congratulations
Soccer defeated Vermillion 7-1 on Tuesday. 

Garretson hosts on Tuesday where the 
Tanagers look to even the score.



September 11, 2026 | ISSUE NUMBER 14-004

3 Blue Ink Tic Tac Toe 
Challenge
The Blue Ink challenges 
Multimedia to a game of Tic Tac 
Toe. Multimedia’s move next 
week.

This Week’s 
Need to Know

Upcoming Events

Friday, September 11
 - Tailgate Supper (5:00-7:00)
 - FB v. Bon Homme (7:00)
Saturday, September 12
 - JH/JV Football @ Canistota Jamboree (9:00)
 - XC @ Luverne (9:30)
 - VB @ BEC Tourney in Parker v. TBD (TBD)
Monday, September 14
 - XC @ Viborg-Hurley (10:00)
 - Family Music Night @ Dragons’ Lair (6:00)
Tuesday, September 15
 - Picture Day
 - Soccer v. Vermillion (6:00)
 - JH VB @ Flandreau (4:00)
 - VB @ Flandreau (5:00/6:00/7:15)
Thursday, September 17
 - XC @ Chamberlain (2:00)
 - JH VB @ Parker/Marion in Parker (4:00)
 - VB @ Parker/Marion in Parker (5:00/6:00/7:15)
 - Soccer v. West Central (6:00)
Friday, September 18
 - JH Football @ Estelline/Hendricks in Estelline (4:30)
 - Football @ Estelline/Hendricks (7:00)
Saturday, September 19
 - JH Football @ Hanson Jamboree (9:00)

Worth Mentioning

CONGRATULATIONS

Ms. Kientopf 
was just awarded the

OUTSTANDING 
EARLY 

CAREER 
EDUCATOR

by the South Dakota Association of Agricultural 
Educators

She will go on to compete at the National level

Electric > Gas

ANSWER KEY: A6 - B1 - C3 - D5 - E4 - F2

Infographic created by Jordan DeWitte

Friday, Dec. 19: Boys Basketball v. Tri-Valley - JERSEY
Tuesday, Dec. 30: Basketball (DH) @ Deubrook - 

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
Friday, Jan. 2: Basketball (DH) @ HBC - COUNTRY

Tuesday, Jan. 6: Basketball (DH) @ DRSM - HAWAIIAN

Upcoming FanThemes

…there is a school in the Philippines made entirely of recycled pop bottles.
…kids in Finland don’t start school until age 7.
…in a remote area of Columbia, students have to travel to school on a zip line.
…in the Netherlands, children start school on their 4th birthday so there is 
always someone new in class.I d
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GRADE CHECKS are in effect. Please make sure you 
are staying on top of your assignments Blue Dragons.

ACE AWARDS are back! Thanks for continuing to 
show your positive attitude, character, and effort. And 
who knows, maybe you’ll get a little extra something 
for it as well. 

ORDER YOUR ‘26-’27 YEARBOOKS
today. They are $30 each, a steal 
for the millions of memories made 
this year.  You can order online at
ybpay.lifetouch.com. Please come 
find Dr. Buchholz if you have any 
Questions. If you still want a yearbook from last school 
year there are a couple left, buy yours before it’s gone.

Senior Spotlight
Ava Adkins

Activities Involved In: 
Independent and Creative Arts

Who/What Will You Miss Most: 
Everyone here and all of my classmates

Favorite School Lunch: 
Tator Tot Hotdish

Favorite Class You’ve Taken: 
Creative Art

Plans for Next Year: 
Planning on 
becoming an artist

Summit draws big crowds
Notable names present during Summit League this past weekend

Game created by Shea Smidt

     After starting their season off strong the 
Garretson soccer team has cooled off, but 
hopefully will rewrite their path for the rest of 
the season. Garretson’s next game is Tuesday 
at Vermillion.

CROSS COUN

Fantasy 
football sees 
rush for 
running 
back

Draft rooms 
look 

dierent this 
year with 
surplus of 

WR and lack 
of RB

Earlier this week, the seniors voted for their classmates as to who would represent them on the 
homecoming court. This year’s king candidates are Ty VanHolland, Isaiah Coburn, Michael Hanisch, 
Carter Siemonsma, and Collin Olson. The queen candidates are Maddie Waltman, Emma Wolf, Anna 
Ebbing, Alexis Christensen, and Ella Frerk.

Then, today, the high school voted for who they would like to see crowned king and queen. 
Coronation will take place on Monday at the Athletic Complex

Answers gathered by Lukas Ludewig

QUESTION: Do you feel like there are some changes in 
class expectations now that you are in middle school?
RESULT: 83% Yes

QUESTION: Do you like that you can move around to 
different rooms for different classes?
RESULT: 100% Yes

QUESTION: Do you like having multiple teachers 
throughout the day?
RESULT: 100% Yes

QUESTION: Do you like that you are able to choose 
some of your elective classes like art and music?
RESULT: 100% Yes

Thank you to the following sixth graders for sharing their opinions: Levi Christensen, Adelyn 
Hoppe, Allison Qualm, Coyer Buchholz, Gracelyn Koob, Collin Whitley

by Colton Buchholz
staff writer - editorial

     With the 2026 fantasy football season here, 
managers are looking for the players who 
could help them win their leagues and the 
players who could end up being disappointing 
picks. 
     This season, I think one of the biggest 
things to pay attention to is the difference 
between the running back and wide receiver 
positions. Running back rooms are relatively 
thin, meaning there are fewer reliable players 
who can consistently produce fantasy points. 
Wide receiver, on the other hand, has a lot 
more depth, with many players capable of 
putting up strong numbers. 
     Because of this, I think fantasy managers 
should be careful about reaching for running 
backs while taking advantage of the depth at 
wide receiver.
     My breakout pick this season is Chris Olave 
of the New Orleans Saints. Olave has already 
shown that he can be a reliable and explosive 
fantasy receiver, but I think he has the 
potential to take another step forward in 2026. 
With his speed, route-running, and ability to 
make big plays, he has the skill set to become 
one of the top wide receivers in fantasy 
football. Since wide receiver is such a deep 
position this year, getting a player like Olave 
who has both a high floor and the potential for 
an even bigger season could give fantasy 
managers an advantage.

Carter 
Siemonsma has 
been the lead 

runner for the 
Blue Dragons 
for the last 

couple years, 
frequently 

found running 
around town in 
the off-season 

as well. 
Siemonsma 

continues to 
pace the Blue 

Dragon harriers 
including 

finishing first 
in his most 

recent meet in 
Salem.

Photo by Caylix 
Buchholz

Infographic created by Brielle Weir

     My biggest bust candidate is Jeremiyah 
Love of the Arizona Cardinals. Love has plenty 
of talent and could eventually become a great 
NFL running back, but I think fantasy 
managers could be expecting too much from 
him right away. As a rookie, he still has to 
adjust to the speed and physicality of the NFL 
and prove that he can handle a consistent 
workload. The fact that running back is a thin 
position could also cause managers to draft 
Love higher because they are worried about 
running out of reliable options. That could 
make him a risky pick if his production does 
not match his draft position.
     Overall, I think the best approach to fantasy 
football this season is to take the depth at wide 
receiver while being smart about the limited 
number of good running backs. There are 
plenty of wide receivers who can provide value 
throughout your fantasy draft, so managers do 
not necessarily need to reach for the position 
early. Running backs are harder to replace, 
making opportunity for more depth harder 
especially in later rounds of the draft. For my 
team, I would rather target the high end 
receivers instead of simply drafting a player 
because the position does not have as much 
depth. 

Above: Cade Risty takes advantage of 
a strong offensive line and uses the 
gap to gain good yards as the Blue 
Dragons push downfield.
Below: Ty VanHolland flies in for 
the tackle, stopping the Hanson 
charge. Garretson came away with the 
one possession victory, 37-30.

Lamar Jackson
Brock Bowers
Ja’Marr Chase
Justin Jefferson

Josh Allen
Harold Fannin, Jr
Garrett Wilson
Zay Flowers

Joe Burrow
Trey McBride
Rashee Rice
Jaylen Waddle

Patrick Mahomes
Colston Loveland
Carnell Tate

Drake Maye
Travis Kelce
Cam Skattebo

Matthew Stafford
David Njoku

Chris Olave
Jaxon Smith-Njigba
Jahmyr Gibbs
Bijan Robinson

Emeka Egbuka
Amon-Ra St. Brown
Puka Nacua
Javonte Williams

Josh Downs
Quinshon Judkins
Jadarian Price

Jeremiyah Love
Ashton Jeanty
Bayshul Tuten

RJ Harvey
Aaron Jones

Josh Jacobs
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Who: Mr. 
Steckler

What: The 
staircase

Where: 
Outside Mr. 
Heumiller’s 

door

CONGRATULATIONS

Ms. Kientopf 
was just awarded the

OUTSTANDING 
EARLY 

CAREER 
EDUCATOR

by the South Dakota Association of Agricultural 
Educators

She will go on to compete at the National level

Electric > Gas

Blaine T. - “Taylor Swift, duh. It’s pretty 
self-explanatory.”

Harper A. - “Drake because I love him and I see all the 
videos on TikTok of his concerts and they look so fun.”

Student Voice
Would you rather…

Nora B. - “More language classes with 
an in-person teacher.”

Riley L-M. - “Astrology because I want 
to be an astronomer.”

Coleena T. - “Law of Public Safety 
Corrections because I took it in 
Brandon and it was very interesting.”

Student Voice
If Garretson got a new class, 

what would you want?

The shoe belongs 
to Adi FInk

Where

Whǐ

Whƾ
t

The design is part 
of artwork outside 

the choir room door

Senior Activity Spotlight

Soccer 
finishes 
season
     After a solid showing 
in the last week of the 
season with a tie and 
win over More. The 
Cavaliers dominated the 
offensive possessions 
and came away with a 
4-0 victory, ending the 
Blue Dragons’ season.
     

Ranking and infographic created by Harper Hanisch

Senior Activity Spotlights created by Mrs. Etrheim
Infographic created by Mrs. Etrheim

Senior Activity Spotlight

Infographic 
created by 

Blake Benson

Infographic created by Harper Hanisch

by Autumn Genzler
staff writer

     This year’s homecoming 
week showed a lot of school 
spirit, but on the court 
something a little different 
than school spirit was 
brought. With each class 
cheering from the side of the 
courts and the energy was 
brought throughout the gym, 
the high school boys took 
the court ready to compete.
     The first game started 
with strong energy as the 
seniors took on the 
freshmen and the juniors 
took on the sophomores.
     The seniors were ready 
to defend their two-year 
back-to-back first place title. 
Freshmen weren’t quite 
aware of what was about to 
happen. Players kept rallies 
alive with powerful back row 
hits, while the crowd 
responded with excitement 
after every big play. After two 
sets, the seniors took a huge 
win and swept the freshmen 
to get themselves into the 
championship for a chance 
at the threepeat.
     The juniors and 
sophomores knew what to 
expect and everyone knew it 
was going to be a good hard 
fought battle. While points 
went back and forth and 
some went on a run for a 
few points, it was an intense 
game. The junior class made 
sure to keep the spirits up on 
the sidelines as they 
chanted after every play that 
they had won. Every serve, 
kill, and hard fought rally 
added to the excitement as 
all teams battled for every 
point. Although the juniors 
gave up one set to the 
sophomores, they came out 
on top and defeated the 
sophomores, 2-1.
     The consolation match 
consisted of the sophomores 
and freshmen. For it being 
their first ever time stepping 
on the court actually playing,

Ruff ‘n’ Tuff brings the heat

Multiple state degrees earned, team and individual 
successes, and superior rating for the chapter 

during state competition this week

Infographic created by Chase Costello

the freshmen boys did not let 
their loss against the seniors 
drag them down. They put in 
work to take a set from the 
sophomores. Obviously, no 
one likes losing so the 
sophomores took it personal. 
Fighting extra hard, the 
sophomores ended up 
winning the third set to take 
home third place, meaning 
the freshmen finished last.
     By the championship 
game, the juniors and 
seniors were smack talking 
each other even though deep 
down the seniors knew 
exactly what they had to do. 
The match had become a 
true test of toughness. The 
grades stayed involved, 
making the gym loud with 
every serve and point. The 
game was very close as the 
rallies got longer and the 
boys got more anxious to 
win. Each team making a 
mistake and the other team 
celebrating it, the score was 
very close the whole game. 
The juniors even ended up 
taking a set from the seniors 
which upset them quite a lot. 
With the match on the line, 
every point mattered. A 
strong serve, or a perfectly 
placed hit could change the 
energy in an instant. Seniors 
took the first set and juniors 
retaliated in the second.
     After three hard fought 
sets the seniors continued to 
defend their first places title 
making it the third year in a 
row. Juniors took second 
place, sophomores took third 
place, and the freshmen took 
last place. 
    On the bright side for the 
freshmen boys, the seniors 
lost their first year too, and 
now they’re back to back to 
back champs. Maybe next 
year the freshmen will hold it 
down for the seniors but until 
then, homecoming week 
comes to an end, and like 
every other year it shows 
how much school spirit 
Garretson really has and 
what it’s like the have the 
high school experience here 
at Garretson.

Infographic created by Blake Benson

     Seniors have their first full 
week of school under their 
belts as they continue to set 
their sights on spring 
graduation.
     There have been plenty of 
events and opportunities in 
and out of class to keep 
seniors excited and 
energized.
     So far some of the 
favorite experiences seniors 
have had so far are the 
following:

- Beating Baltic in 
football according to 
Ty VanHolland & 
Jacoby Costello

- Having senior 
privileges for Austin 
Graff, Trevor James, 
Meieh Olson, and 
Jackson Collins

     Others have had great 
experiences in the 
classroom. Amaya Millwood 
said, “I like the teachers, 
trust.” Autumn Genzler 
specifically noted that she 
has really enjoyed Mr. 
Heumiller’s anatomy class so 
far.
    Emma Wolf commented 
that with the combination of 
less stress and privs the 
school day feels shorter as a 
senior than it has in previous 
years.
     With homecoming around 
the corner, many more 
memories will be made and 
smiles will be shared as the 
seniors continue to relish in 
all of their “lasts.”

3 Blue Ink

For teachers… For seniors…

The Class of 2027 took the Ruff ‘n’ Tuff championship three years in a row after defeating the 
juniors in the tiebreaker game of the championship set.

Top Right: Mason Snyders tries to make a play at the net but struggles with the no jumping rule that 
the boys have to follow.

Middle Right: Gavin Coburn tips the ball over but was cleared on the jump since he took off behind 
the ten foot line. 

Bottom Right: Chase Arend attacks the ball for the juniors, continuing their aggressive play, 
vaulting them to the championship set.

Photos by the Blue Ink newspaper and Dragon yearbook staff

Snaps from homecoming week


