
REMINDERS

 ~School doors do not open until 7:45am. Please be mindful
of this during the colder months when dropping your

student(s) off.

 ~ The Leap After School program runs from 7am-7:50am
and 3:30pm-5:30pm.

~ School is dismissed every Friday at 1:30pm for
professional development. 

~ Please call the office by 1:30pm if your child’s after school
plans change on any given day to eliminate confusion and

school bus delays. Early out Fridays, please call by 12:00pm.

The Easton Valley Community School District is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action employer and does not discriminate
in its educational programs and activities on the basis of age, color, creed, national origin, religion, marital status, sex, sexual

orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic status

ADMINISTRATION

SUPERINTENDENT:  Chris Fee                                
BUSINESS MANAGER:  Adam Crigger
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL:  Austin Daniels
JH/HS PRINCIPAL:  Brandon Krusey

APRIL 2026

BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT: Seth Lawson
VICE PRESIDENT:  Joe Kilburg
Chris Matthiesen ~ Walt King ~ Dylan Meyer ~
Corey Driscoll ~ Brandon Marburger

Family Pass - $200
~Family passes are only

for immediate family
living in the same

household

Single Pass - $100

Senior Citizen Pass  
FREE 

~ Age 60+ 
No Expiration

Passes required at
all EV sporting

events

Passes not
accepted for any

tournaments,
regional or district

games

EASTON VALLEY DIGITAL SIGN
SABULA

Due to the expansion of the Island City Cafe
in Sabula, the Easton Valley digital sign is

being relocated.  We are currently exploring
options for a new location and will keep you

updated.  Stay Posted!

COLLEGE AND CAREER
FAIR

APRIL 29
3:30 - 7

Apr 3-6 - Spring Break
Apr 17-19 - JH/HS Spring Musical - Shrek
Apr 20 - Elem Spring Music Concert
Apr 24 - JH/HS Spring Concert
Apr 25 - Prom
Ap 29 - JH/HS Conferences
May 2 - Plant Sale/FFA Banquet
May 5-6 - HS Art Show
May 12 - Senior Awards Night
May 14 - Elem Track & Field Day
May 17 - Graduation
May 18 - JH  Awards

ATHLETIC PASSES

EASTON VALLEY

CONTACT

ELEMENTARY OFFICE:
(563) 682-7131

439 Wilson St 
Miles, IA 52064

JH/HS OFFICE:  
(563) 689-4221
321 W. School St -
Preston, IA 52069

IMPORTANT DATES





SAVE THE DATES!!!

CAREER FAIR



Erica Felkey
Director of Curriculum and Instruction

Phone

(563) 689-4221

Email
erica.felkey@eastonvalleycsd.com

Why Accuracy Must Come Before Fluency

This month, we’re focusing on an important idea from the
Science of Reading: why accuracy in reading must come before
fluency, and how this supports long-term success for our
students.

When children are learning to read, it can be tempting to
encourage them to read faster and smoother right away. While
fluency is an important goal, research shows that accuracy is
the true foundation of strong reading skills.

At the heart of this is a process called Orthographic Mapping.
This is how the brain stores words so they can be recognized
instantly. Every time a student reads a word correctly, they
strengthen that word in their memory. Over time, this leads to
automatic word recognition—what we often think of as “sight
words.”

However, if a student frequently reads words incorrectly, the
brain may store those errors. This can make it harder for them
to read accurately in the future and slows overall progress. In
other words, practicing mistakes can unintentionally build
habits that are difficult to undo.

It’s also important to remember that fluency is more than just
speed. True fluency includes accuracy, appropriate pace, and
expression. When students focus on reading quickly before
they are ready, they may begin to guess at words or skip over
unfamiliar ones. While this can make reading sound smoother,
it often leads to misunderstandings and reduced
comprehension.

Strong reading development follows a clear progression:

First, students learn to decode words accurately

Then, they begin to recognize words automatically

Next, they develop fluency (smooth and expressive reading)

Finally, this leads to deep comprehension

By prioritizing accuracy first, we help students build a solid
foundation that allows fluency to develop naturally and
meaningfully.

As a district, our goal is to support students in becoming
confident, capable readers. This means encouraging careful,
accurate reading, so that students can grow into fluent readers
who truly understand what they read.

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to
build strong literacy skills for all Easton Valley students.



A Message from our SRO 
Chad Gruver



A Message from our SRO 
Officer Chad Gruver
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ELEMENTARY ART 

The Elementary Art students
presented a spectacular,

collaborative neon display "Into
the Jungle" on the stage during
conference nights last week. 



The Easton Valley Schools Performing Arts Department is excited about our
upcoming production of Shrek The Musical! coming April 17th, 18 & 19th,
with 7 oclock performances on Friday and Saturday night and a Sunday

matinee at 2 oclock. A cast and crew comprised of nearly 40 students from
the elementary, junior high and high school under the combined direction
of Mr Pauley and Miss Houzenga, with the invaluable musical assistance of

Miss Diemer, make this production the most ambitious and challenging
show at Easton Valley School in many years. But, as Mr Pauley and the

Drama Students like to say, "if it's not challenging, it's not worth doing!" We
hope the community will make plans to attend this fun, family-oriented

show that is sure to entertain all!

DRAMA DEPT

SHREK











We had a very enthusiastic bunch of students this year
for LEAP theater club.  

They picked a script, thought of costumes, made props,
rehearsed their parts, and presented their play for their
parents and students PK-3.

LEAP THEATER 

THE CASE OF THE
GIGGLING GOBLIN

5th grade students
entered the first ever,

State of Iowa, Bus
Safety poster contest

this year.  The winners
were:

Lane McDonald
Abrym Roling
Jaxon Rittmer

BUS SAFETY POSTER CONTEST



XAN DOANE

Results from Xan’s State Swimming meets:

Xan Doane – 8 and under division
50 back – 48.01 finishing 10th
25 back – 23.41 finishing 17th
25 free – 18.30 finishing 17th

Xan qualified for the North Central
Regional Championship on his 50 yard
back stroke event #24.  He will be
swimming on Saturday, and on Sunday
morning, he will be swimming the 25 yard
freestyle #104 and back stroke #122.  

Great Job Xan!

Watch it live
https://www.youtube.com/@dsmymarlins9205/streams

MAQUOKETA MARLINS SWIM SEASON



Easton Valley Quiz Bowl Team
Concludes Extraordinary
Season

Row 1: Jordan Boehde, Tyler Kunde
Row 2: Tyson Tubbs

Row 3: Lucas Kunde, Nizhonia Schmidt

     On Saturday, March 28th, the River Hawk Quiz Bowl
Team played their last tournament of the year at the Iowa
High School Quiz Bowl Championships in Waukee at
Northwest High School. Fourteen teams competed in the
Small School Division. They included: Lawton-Bronson,
Boyer-Valley, Bishop Heelan B, Boyden Hull, Rivermont
Collegiate, Bishop Heelan A, Chariton, Riverside A,
Sergeant Bluff-Luton, Newman Catholic, Bellevue, Des
Moines Christian, Riverside B, and of course, Easton
Valley. 
     Easton Valley overall ended the day with 5 wins and 2
losses. Their only two losses came to the first place team
of Bishop Heelan B and the second place team, Boyden-
Hull. Unfortunately, those two losses came at the
beginning of the day in pool play. (Yes, EV ended up in a
pool with the champion and runner-up.) Finishing third in
our pool automatically kicked us into the consolation
bracket instead of the playoff bracket. The remainder of
the day would be all wins for EV. 

     Tyler Kunde led the team in toss-up questions answered correctly with 18, Tyson Tubbs and Lucas Kunde each
contributed 16, Nizhonia Schmidt and Jordan Boehde added 3 and 1 respectively. One thing that isn’t tracked individually
is bonus points answered as the team can confer on these points, however I truly feel that all five players contributed
immensely to these. All toss-ups and bonus points are worth 10 points on their own, but a team can be given 15 points for
a toss-up if it is answered within a certain amount of time and correctly. This is called a “power” when this happens. Tyler
had two powers and Nizhonia and Tyson each had one each. 
     I’ve had people in the community ask, “what makes a good quiz bowl team?” Usually teams that have players that can
specialize in certain areas seem to be the most successful when they all come together. The River Hawks are a great
example of that. Tyson’s specialities include: all things political from presidents to branches of government, history and
math. Lucas and Tyler cover geography, history, other cultures, and science. Nizhonia is our literature specialist, music
background, religion, and Greek and Roman myth. Jordan tends to be referred to as our sports guy, technology and other
misc. questions. All five kids contribute to plays, musicals, art, current musicians, movies, composers and current event
type questions. As you can see, a lot needs to be covered! With all five members being juniors, they will be able to
compete again next year as seniors. 
     Some noted accomplishments so far for these juniors include: Three-time National Championship Qualifiers, Two-time
Clinton Community College Tournament winners (winning two, $1200, scholarships for their school), Tri-Rivers
Champions, Groger’s National Rankings for Quiz Bowl and several top three finishes at numerous tournaments. Some
memorable team memories: Pizza Ranch, the Chip Mart, the State Capitol, the Des Moines Museum of Art, the
Cheesecake Factory, all time favorite Beatle’s songs, quarter-zip days, helping at the Lion’s Club Breakfast, the duct tape
ball and many many belly laugh moments. Lastly, the team would like to thank all of our many fans and supporters.
Without your donations, the team would struggle to get to all of our competitions. Parents, kids at school and the
community have made us feel like “celebrities” at times, and we love all of the support for an academic extracurricular
that we strongly believe in. You are the greatest!

by jenny knutsen



NURSE’S HOURS
Elem:  7:45a-9a and 12p-3:15pm

JH/HS:  9a-12p 

563-689-4221
amy.roling@eastonvalleycsd.com

kelli.sieverding@eastonvalleycsd.com















SERVICE LEARNING
Service Learning Requirement:  Students will be required to complete service learning projects which constitutes the
required hours of volunteer service based on your grade, to be served outside of school class time.  These service hours may
begin in May of your 8th grade Freshman, Sophomore or Junior year.  The service learning requirements are as follows:

 10 service hours Freshman year
10 service hours Sophomore year
20 service hours Junior year
20 service hours Senior year

These hours must be documented using the official service learning tracking form (available in the main high school
office), signed off by the supervisor of the volunteer experience, and turned in to the main high school office no later than
April 30th of each school year.  ***SENIORS ARE REQUIRED TO TURN IN THEIR COMPLETED SERVICE LEARNING
FORM NO LATER THAN APRIL 1ST IN ORDER TO MEET THE GRADUATION REQUIREMENT.  Late submission of
these forms may result in a student not receiving their diploma until the school board meets to revisit the student’s
completion of the graduation requirement.

The high school principal will be responsible for ensuring the volunteer experiences meet the designated criteria in order
for him/her to sign off on the completion of hours each year.  Hours will be monitored quarterly.  Students who are not on
pace to complete their required yearly hours, will have a letter and email sent to their parents after the first and second
quarter of the school year.  A parent phone call will be made to parents if their child is not on pace to complete their
required hours after the third quarter of the school year.

Students who do not submit documentation that they completed their required number of hours prior to April 30th, will be
ineligible for extra-curricular participation the following Fall until their completed forms are turned in and signed off on.

Little River Hawks Daycare
Little River Hawks Daycare 

A safe, fun, and educational environment
Accepts kids ages 6 weeks-12 years

Full time and part time options available
NOW HIRING! 

Daycare staff’s children attend free

Email today
taylor.olson@eastonvalleycsd.com

ATHLETIC PHYSICALS AND
CONCUSSION FORMS

All students in grades 7-12 who plan on
participating in any extra -curricular

activities, MUST read and complete the
HEADS UP-Concussion in High School

Sports form annually.  All athletes MUST
also complete an annual sports physical
before they are able to participate in any
sports.  Forms can be downloaded from

our website or are available in the 
JH/HS office.

Order your yearbook online today for $45.
Order forms are available in Ms. Ratermann’s

room and the JH/HS office. 

YearbookYearbookAre you interested in subbing
in our kitchens?

If so, give us a call to be on
our call list.

563-689-3431 Ext: 2112

Kitchen SubsKitchen Subs



This institution is an equal opportunity provider



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit. Fusce
viverra sit amet velit eget tincidunt.
Donec volutpat non nibh vel mollis. 

Maintain Healthy Life

FRUITS:  Fruit is available every day in the
form of 100% fruit juice, applesauce and

sometimes fresh fruit.  It is important for kids’
health, such as potassium, dietary fiber,

vitamin C and folic acid.

MILK:  Kids and teens need the calcium,
protein, and vitamin D found in milk for

strong bones, teeth, and muscles.  
We offer 2 kinds of milk every day. 

 Choose one!!!!

PROTEIN:  Some
breakfast menus may

offer items such as eggs,
nuts, or meats to pair

with whole-grain
products.  

Check out what Easton
Valley Schools serves as
your protein every day.

GRAINS:  Starting every day the
whole grains way gives kids and
teens B vitamins, minerals, and
fiber to feel fuller longer so they

stay alert to concentrate at
school.

VEGETABLES:  Every
breakfast does not

include vegetables, but
schools may offer

them in addition or in
the place of fruit.

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST EVERY SCHOOL DAY
AT EASTON VALLEY SCHOOLS.  BREAKFAST

FUELS LEARNING, PROVIDES BETTER
NUTRITION AND SAVES TIME.

Free & Reduced Meal Benefits for
the 2025-2026 School Year

Applications for Free & Reduced Meal
Benefits for the 2025-2026 school

year are available on our website at
eastonvalleycsd.com. 

All Free & Reduced applications are
kept confidential.

You can apply for Free & Reduced
benefits throughout the school year.

2025-2026 Meal Prices
Breakfast - $1.20

Reduced - $.30 cents
Lunch (JH/HS) - $2.50

(Elem) - $2.30
Reduced Lunch - $.40 cents

A La Carte items available at the
JH/HS level only.  Positive lunch
accounts only will be allowed to

purchase from the a la carte selection.
A la carte selections are smart snack

approved.

WAYS TO DEPOSIT
FUNDS INTO YOUR
LUNCH ACCOUNT

~ JMC
~ Check
~ Cash 

School Breakfast

This institution is an equal opportunity provider
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