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Bye Bye Birdie

INSIDE 4 .
By Catherine Miller

“Hymn for a Sunday Evening.”
The Theater Club always puts on a stellar

This year Benjamin Theater Club has put
on another marvelous musical! Bye Bye Birdie

SpOI’tS 2-3 was a delightful and entertaining show filled show. We can hard|y wait to see what they
Theater Club 4 with lots of singing and dancing. .The musical will have planned for us next year.
followed the story of Conrad Birdie (played
by Jake Smith) and his manager Albert Peter-
Technology 5 son (played by Dylan Davidson). It begins ‘
. . with Conrad Birdie, a widely beloved pop
Movie Reviews 6-1 star, being drafted into the army. Albert with |
Asoiring Artist 7 help from his girlfriend, Rosie Alvarez ‘e
Spiring Arusts (played by Lauren Tepe), plans a final fare- %4 ‘
Teacher Feature 8 well gesture for Conrad Birdie. It involves . '
Birdie giving a kiss to a lucky fan, Kim Maca- Brianne Melendez & Faith
fee (played by Abi Gum). Benjamin Middle
Puzzles and Games 10 School’s cast and crew did a great job bring-
ing these characters and this story to life.
Student Survey Results . gI'hroughou'c the musical, th)é audience
Teacher Contest 2 laughed and enjoyed both the sights and the
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sounds of Bye Bye Birdie. The sets looked
amazing and added so much to the experi-
ence. Also adding to the experience, were a
variety of song and dance numbers. Some
favorites were “Telephone Hour”, “One

9 ¢

Boy”, “Put on a Happy Face”, “Sincere”, and

had so much fun. The book | voted for was, A Tale Dark and
Grimm. Mrs. Moreno read this book to my ILAR class. This
book is in a series. There are three books and we are cur-
rently in the third one right now. We also did our author Skype with
Elizabeth Atkinson. She wrote the book |, Emma Freke. She read us
part of her new book that is coming out soon. Elizabeth showed us a
picture of her adorable dog. We asked some other questions such as
if she liked middle school or not. She answered, “No”. We also
asked her if she likes to read kid books besides her own and she
answered, “No, because | may have a similar plot in my book and it
would scare me to think I'm copying someone else’s idea.” The 2015
Caudill list is already in the library if you want to get ready for next
year. You only need three books to get in so, give it a shot!

Caudill Games



Girls’ Baskethball ; Varsity Basketball
el ’ 0 ‘

Questions by Kevin Paige
Interviews by Catherine Miller

Why did you join the team?

| wanted to be with my friends and basketball is an
amazing sport!

—Shelbie Steward, 6th Grade

Why did you become a coach?

Wh h ’ I've always loved coaching. Even when my kids
© was your toughest opponent! were little, | coached them. I've just always done

Timothy Christian it and enjoy it because, in a way, it is the natural
extension of teaching and | like the competitive

side of it.
—Mr. Feffer, JV Coach

—Shannon Cooney, 6th Grade

What was your final record?

We were |3-1 in conference.
—Maddie Brotnow, 8th Grade

What is it like being a manager?
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I’s fun hanging with friends and being with every-
body. | got to know everyone better and do the

score book.
—Aleena Patel, 8th Grade

Where did you finish in the tournament?

We finished 2nd in tournament. It was a tough and

physical game and we only lost by one basket.

—Catherine Miller, 8th Grade Did your team win a
trophy?

Yes, we did. We won

Where did you finish in the conference stand- one for coming in 2nd.

ings? Even though we want-
| think we played very well. We were able to edge out ed first place, we
Harvest for first place by one point. We girls fought played a great game.
hard and brought home first place for Benjamin! That’s all that matters. coach Feffer doing what he loves
—Madison Wisted, 7th Grade —Samantha Wiegle,
8th Grade

5th & 6th Grade Talent Show
By Jesus Garcia

On December 20™, the 5" and 6™ grade talent show had taken place. Many wonderful singers, dancers and well skilled ac-
tors participated in the talent show. The talent show creators were Mrs. Wheaton and Mrs. Wright and the show was hosted by
Kevin Paige and Megan Fournier. Everyone who played in the talent show did a great job and we can’t wait to see the talent next

year.

Alessia Miulli, Shailee Patel & Sophia McComb Jared Sennese (with Connor Slattery) Megan Fournier & Emily Heath Kevin Paige

Daniel Napier
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Super Bowl
By Kevin Paige

Did you watch the Super

Bowl? Did you like the halftime show? If you
watched it on TV, did you like all of the advertise-
ments? Which was your favorite? Did you know
that the super bowl is the day that Velveeta
cheese is used the most, AND that there was a
shortage of it? Who did you want to win? Can
you believe that the Seattle Seahawks VWon?
They played an AMAZING game! There was
good offence and
AMAZING defense! The
Broncos could only man-
age to score 8 points! By
the way, the #| voted ad
for the Super Bowl was
Puppy Love.

http://www.businessinsider.com/bud
weiser-2014-super-bowl-ad-puppy-
love-2014-1

Favorite Sports Teams
By David Fatheree

What is your favorite sports team? Why?
Emily Thill said, “The Blackhawks, because | like
hockey and they are really good.”

Mr. Feffer said, “The Blackhawks, but my all-time
favorite team is the New York Jets. I've always loved
hockey and I've watched the Blackhawks for years
and they have been playing really well and they won
two Stanley Cups.”

Mr. Salmieri said, “St. Louis Cardinals. | grew up
around St. Louis about an hour and a half away. My
dad was from St. Louis. Half of my home town are
Cardinals fans, the other half are Cubbies fans.”
Mrs. Morgan said, “The Detroit Tigers, because |
was born there and my dad took me to Tiger Stadi-

um when | was little.”

Who is your favorite player?

Emily Thill said, “Andrew Shaw.”

Mr. Feffer said, “Marian Hossa.”

Mr. Salimieri said, “Yaidier Molina.”

Mrs. Morgan said, “Lance Parish, the 1984 catcher.”

Winter Olympics
By Foster Lemkau
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Hockey
Women’s USA Hockey won silver in a tight match against
Canada. USA shot on an open net when Canada pulled
their goalie. The puck hit the crossbar and sat there, but
didn’t go in so it went into overtime. Canada won in
overtime. Although Team USA did not get on the podi-
um, they got 4™ and won a great shootout against Russia
earlier in the tournament.

Slope Style Snowboarding
This was a new sport for the Olympics. Sage Kotsenburg
won gold. He did a 180 tail grab to impress the judges.

Giant Slalom

Ted Ligety won gold. He easily won by carving his turns
as tight as they could go. The angle was so tight that his
shoe was touching the snow. This made a good run.

NFL Draft Preview
By Maxwell Lemkau

NFL draft pick projects which college players are going to
which NFL football teams. For lovers of NFL football or people
that want to find out where their favorite college players went,
this is for them.

The Cleveland Browns have not made there pick a secret.
They want Johnny Manziel. The Browns aren’t the greatest team
in the league right now, and this will definitely give them a great
boost. Johnny Manziel will throw to some of the Pro Bowl wide
receivers on Cleveland. The nifty rookie will also give team a
running game. He has great hand eye coordination performing
great play like being halfway sacked, the ball flying out of his
hand, Johnny catching it again and delivering to the end zone for
aTD.

Jadeveon Clowney, a powerful defensive end from South Car-
olina, probably is going to add to the Texans d-line. With JJ.
Watt and Clowney, opposing defenses will not have much run
game or have to do quick passes.

Sammy Watkins is arguably the best receiver of college foot-
ball. He has 1,464 yards in receiving. He could add to the speed
the Rams already have to catch up to teams like Seattle and San
Diego. Another possible option for St. Louis is Texas A&M wide
receiver Mike Evans. With small, speedy receivers already on
their rosters, Mike Evans will make easy targets for Sam Brad-
ford.

Darqueeze Dennard, an all-American DB of the year, Big Ten
Defensive back of the Year, and three other awards winners,
may go to Detroit. The Spartan is the 2014 Rose Bowl champ,
and the Detroit Lions need a defensive back.

Teddy Bridgewater, a Lousiville Cardinal QB will help a team
desperate for a quarterback. The Oakland Raiders could get this
astounding, young player.

Whether you like college football or NFL, the draft will be a
great place to see where these talented young players go to for
their careers.



Theater Club CREW

By Jesus Garcia

Crew is a very hard working part of Theater Club. Both tech and stage
crews worked on the new play of 2014: BYE, BYE BIRDIE. Crew members
move sets between acts, handle props, and work the sound and lights. Even
the designs are painted by students and staff. There are many ways to partici-
pate in Theater Club Crew. Want to join? Sign up next year.

2014 Tech and Stage Crew Members:
Abby Carr, Josh Chica, Joey Cuomo, Monica Garcia, Max Kazmer, Andrew Kubik, Kaitlyn Riley, Grace Schumann, Jonathan
Sweeney, Joey Sweeney, Travis Thompson, Olivia Torres, Brock Uliman, Jake Uliman, Kelly Wade, Alexis Maggiore

Max Kazmer and Joey Sweeney

Andrew Kubik, Kaitlyn Riley, Brock Ullman, Jonathan
Sweeney, Joey Steward, Joey Sweeny, Monica Garcia

Tips and Tricks on Theater €Club
By Abby Sullivan

Theater, dancing, singing, and acting...... Theater Club is so
exciting, whether you are in cast or crew! | was in cast this year.

It’s really fun to audition, practice, and of course perform.

AUDITIONING

While auditioning for Theater Club, obviously, it is very hard to not be
nervous. But don’t worry. Just stay calm and do your best. Also refrain from
drinking milk or soda because it makes your voice pitchy when you sing. But

most importantly, just have fun. N
[Te =]
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PRACTICING

When practicing, always stay focused. You should try your best to come
to every practice, which they have twice a week. You should practice at
home, too. It will help know your lines and music better. Of course, prac-

tice makes perfect.

PERFORMING

While preforming, it is important to practice right before the perfor-

mance. Also, once again, refrain from drinking milk or soda so your voice
doesn’t sound pitchy. Other than that just do your best and have fun!!!

If all of this seems interesting to you, consider joining Theater Club next

year. ﬁ
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Wiill Technology Make Benjamin Students Smarter?
By Jesus Garcia

Some students might know that Benjamin Middle School
will be receiving new Acer windows tablets for the students to . .
help them learn better, but some studies show that technology Benjam In

does not make humans smarter. Student Survey

An article in “USA Today” reports about a school in the
Los Angeles Unified School District that began carrying out a
$50 million plan to equip 30,000 students in 47 schools from
kindergarten through [2th grade with an iPad. Giving kids
iPads sounds like installing candy machines on every desk, or
worse, Xboxes. The educators disagreed when they spent
$678 per iPad and found out that student grades were drop-
ping by an average of 21% (http://www.usatoday.com/story/
news/nation/2013/10/05/la-students-get-ipads-crack-firewall-
play-games/2928351/).

H Yes

H No

6" grade students were asked during hom-
Another school district says that kids score better on larg-

er screens than smaller ones. This might affect the grades or
test scores of some of the students at Benjamin Middle School.
Technology can make kids smarter if they use it correctly and
educationally, but we’ll have to see next year if students grades
will increase or decrease.

eroom if they thought technology makes
kids smarter. Above are the results.

Country Review Book Review
By Megan Fournier By Erika Schoeller

The country of Brazil covers nearly half of The Time Traveling Fashionista
South America and is the continent’s largest na- Author: Bianca Turetsky

tion. It borders every nation in South America ex-

cept Chile and Ecuador. Brazil is the only Latin Have you ever felt that you were

. . . 1 7 H. & J
American nation that gets it language and culture born in the wrong era? Well, a thir \

. . . BIANCA TURETSKY
from Portugal. Brazil's government is a federal re- teen year old girl named Louise wishes

public. A federal republic is a form of government she could live in a different stage era. Louise is a fash-

made up of a federal state with a constitution and ionista and collects vintage clothes. Louise soon re-

self-governing subunits. In 2010, Brazil elected ceives a letter for a traveling vintage sale. It seemed like

their first woman president. Her Dilma Rouseeff, an ordinary fashion sale, but as soon as she tried on a

name is Dilma Rousseff. Today, President of Brazil dress she was sent back into the past. She found herself

Dilma Rousseff is still president on a ship, but it was no ordinary ship it was the Titanic.

and her country loves her You can find this book at our school library. This book

comes in a series. The first book which I'm telling you
about is The Time Traveling Fashionista On Board the

Titanic. The next book would be The Time Traveling

Fashionista at the Palace of Marie Antoinette. Read

them all and enjoy time travel with style!




Movie Reviews

The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug

Review by Erika Schoeller

We are back with The Hobbit! In this movie the hob-
bit, Bilbo Baggins, is still on a journey with his dwarf
friends. They are headed to a lonely mountain. Thorin
Oakenshield use to live in a dwarf kingdom and was next
in line for the throne. The kingdom was taken over by a
dragon. No one has gone in the mountain for a very long
time. It is up to Bilbo Baggins to find the arkenstone which
is buried in all the gold in the mountain. He can’t wake up
the dragon though. Watch the movie to find out more. |
give this movie 5 hobbits.

Frozen

Review by Megan Fournier & Erika Schoeller.

Frozen is the coolest- adventure comedy that has
ever hit the big screen. The critics at Rotten Tomatoes
give this movie an 89% on the Tomatometer. Frozen
made $243,390 in its opening week. The movie starts
out with Elsa and Anna playing together, building snow-
men with magic powers that Elsa has. Then something
terrible happens and Anna gets hurt. This accident forces
Elsa to hide her powers from Anna along with the rest
of the world. This movie is still in theaters. If you go to
certain theaters, you can sing along. | give this movie 5

snowflakes.

The Lego Movie

Review by Viggo Krejberg

Everything is Awesome, even the
new Lego Movie! Join Emmet (main
character), Wyldstyle, and Vitruvius
as they save the Lego Universe from Micro Mancers and
The Kragle!!!! Lord Business wants no creativity so he
will use his Kragle to glue the whole world together!!!
Can Emmet, with the help of the Master Builder’s, save
the universe from the power of the
Kragle? He can, with the help of Benny
the Space Guy, Metal Beard, UniKitty,
and Batman. For more Intel, watch the
Behind the Bricks at Lego.com. Watch
the movie now at a theater near you.

Despicable Me 2
Review by Erika Schoeller
Gru, Margo, Edith, Agnes, and the minions are
back! Gru has been asked to join the anti-villain
league. Gru’s mission is to find a villain and tell
the anti-villain league. His minions are in big trou-
ble, can he save them? Gru’s new partner, Lucy, is
helping Gru on his mission. This movie is a great
family movie. | give this movie 5 minions!

B 0O GO > >
Frozen $ynopsis
By Juliana Hugunin
Characters: Anna, Elsa, Olaf, Christoff

Setting: At home

Problem: Elsa has a power that is making her
sister Anna really sick.

Solution: You will have to go see it yourself to
find out the solution.

Dr. Who Monster Files:
Weeping Angles
Review by Viggo Krejberg

Don’t blink while reading this article. These
monsters are very amazing! When seen by any
living creature, that creature is turned into stone.
Their defense is that every time you blink they
come closer and closer until ZAP...... you’re sent
100 years in the past. They are very fast. As said in
the words of the 10" doc- [[I#%
tor, “Blink and your dead.” ‘

So, on the scale of | to 10,
| give this a Power of 9.


http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=weeping+angels&FORM=HDRSC2
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=weeping+angels&FORM=HDRSC2
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=frozen&FORM=HDRSC2
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Frozen+Movie&Form=IRTRRL

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 3
Page 7
Movie Reviews continued

Jack Ryan Shadow Recruit
Review by Eric Briggs

This is the new film by the character made by Tom Clancy. Jack Ryan was recently played
by Harrison Ford, Alec Baldwin, and Ben Affleck. This time he is played by Chris Pine. This
movie starts before any of the previous movies, when he was still in the military. He got in-
jured in the field during recovery and met his wife, Kathy Muller, as in all the previous movies.
This is where he also gets recruited to be a CIA analyst. He discovers a terrorist attack to
collapse America’s government. So Jack Ryan has to become operational and go undercover
to stop the plan to attack America. This is a great action movie, for those who like the genre.

Aspiring Artists

i

Kaitlyn Czarnecki—8th Grade ~ Anonymous—éth Grade



Weird Yet True-All About SpongeBob

By Meg Gee

In season 4 episode
20, the title was
Best Day Ever.
Think about it.

You BesST
Kaow? || nerocowcrr | g o [P
ongeBob and Karen | © = B sy
;I:re agctually married. ) ' beneaftféihe.fal Iilsland
of Bikini Atoll.

Wal¢ Disney World Tips

By Megan Fournier

Walt Disney World is one of the best places to take a vacation. Some people think they are too old for Disney
World. Too old!!!??? That is a false statement. Anybody can enjoy Disney. | am going to give you my top 5 hotels,
restaurants, rides, and of course, the parks.

Hotels Restaurant Rides Parks
Port Orleans Chef mickeys Soarin’
Riverside Anybody that likes rides
Pop Century Liberty Tree Tavern Expedition Everest

People who enjoy nature
Art of Animation Mama Melrose’s Space

Mountain Anybody interested in cultures

Grand Floridian 50’s Prime Time Cafe Rock’n Rollercoaster

Anybody who likes movies
Polynesian ‘OHanna Tower of Terror

Anybody like shopping?

Teacher Feature=Mrs. Arens
Interview by Olivia Torres

What’s your favorite movie? Happy Feet

How long have you been teaching? |7 years, but 12 years at Benjamin.

Where did you go to college? UIC (University of lllinois at Chicago) for my Bachelor’s
Degree and Saint Xavier for my Master’s Degree.

How many people are in your family? 4 people altogether. | have two boys.

What’s your favorite animal? Penguins

What’s your favorite football team? The Bears
What’s the craziest thing you have ever done? | went white water river rafting. ;;‘:;‘;; "“f '.‘;‘:‘;:
Why do you like penguins so much? They remind me of my childhood because my mom
read me a book about a penguin who did not like the cold and he eventually moved to a warm
location. It was the first book | enjoyed when | was a toddler.

What was your favorite subject in middle school? Math in 5th grade

Page 8
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Biographies

Albert Einstein, By Meg Gee

Born in Ulm, Wirttemberg, Germany in 1879, Albert Einstein developed the special and general theo-
ries of relativity. In 1921, he won the Nobel Prize for physics for his explanation of the photoelectric
effect. Einstein is generally considered the most influential physicist of the 20th century. He died on
April 18, 1955, in Princeton, New Jersey.

Philip Seymour Hoffman, By Meg Gee

Born in 1967 in Rochester, New York, actor and director Philip Seymour Hoffman was known for films
such as The Ides of March, Mission Impossible Il and the upcoming Catching Fire. He was also success-
ful in theater, winning three Tony Award nominations for True West, Long Day's Journey into Night and
Death of a Salesman. Hoffman died in New York City on February 2, 2014, at age 46.

= Ernest Borgnine, By Meg Gee

¥ himself typecast as an onscreen tough guy. He also played the role of Mermaid Man in the TV show
SpongeBob SquarePants. In 1955, he was relieved to land the leading role of a sympathetic everyman in
Marty. His prolific career acting in both movies and television spanned over six decades.

Jim Henson, By Eric Briggs

Jim Henson was born on September 24, 1936 in Greenville, Mississippi. From a young age, he was
drawn to the arts. Because of his grandmother, a lover of painting, he got the ideas of simple designs
that in later life inspired the Muppets. He loved TV. This is where he discovered his childhood hero, Burr
Tillstrom. He was a boy scout and one talent night he was performing with his childhood friend Kermit
Scott. This is the time when he learned he wanted to perform.

Jim Henson actually started his TV appearances when he was in high school on the morning show for
kids. When attending the University of Maryland, working at NBC, he got a 5 minute show. He got his

big break! The show was known as Sam and Friends and won a local Emmy. After a while, he stopped
the show to start Muppet, Inc. In between the transition, he did a series of famous commercials for Wil-
kins coffee. And he also did a series of appearances on the Jimmy Dean show, with Rolf the dog, that you might know.

Walt Disney, By Abby Sullivan

Walt Disney was born on December 5th, 1901, in Hermosa, lllinois. Walt Disney founded Walt Disney
productions, which became one of the best-known motion-picture production companies in the world.
He created a character named Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse, Donald Duck, and many others. Walt Dis-
ney won 22 academy awards, and was the founder of Walt Disney Land and Walt Disney World.

" Facts from: Who was Walt Disney by Whitney Stewart

Flappy Bird

By Jesus Garcia

Probably the most addicting game of 2014 flappy bird has made it in the top 10 in the app store in
less than a month! Most say that’s it’s the dumbest, but most addicting game they ever played. But re-
cently the game has been removed from the app store due to the cause of many broken electronics and
the complaints of many players and game companies. Super Mario Companies were complaining that
Flappy Bird were using the Super Mario green tubes in the game and also the fact that flappy bird made
more money in a week than Super Mario companies in a month.




Games, Puzziles, & €Comics
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Student Survey

By Kevin Weier, Viggo Kreijberg, and Olivia Torres

Favorite Comic Creator

DC m Marvel
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Favorite Super Hero

Do What Makes You Happy

By Angela Wenberg

Have you ever wanted to wear your favorite
shirt or pants, maybe even a dress, but then you
thought, well, what would other people think about
it! Then you ended up not wearing it, because
you’re afraid they won'’t like it.

For some of us this is not a problem. We feel
comfortable in what we do and don’t care what
people say about it. But maybe you’re not that
kind of person, and that’s ok. But you can’t let it
take over you.

Being an original is
always better than a
copy. You have proba-
bly heard this before,
but do you know what

“Be who you
are and say
what you feel

don't matter
and those

who matter
don't mind.”

~DR. SEUSS

it means! It means

being yourself is bet-
ter than trying to be

o

someone else. You can’t please everyone, but you
can please yourself by doing what makes you hap-
py. This sound like easy advice to follow. Sadly,
for lots of us, it’s not. But here are some things to
help your confidence.

http://www fengshuidana.com/2013/09/27/how-to-be-more-confident/
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€heck out the Tiger Times on
the Benjamin homepage!

www.bendist25.org - Follow these links:

Schools —Benjamin Middle School
Activities—Newspaper

BENJAMIN SCHOOL

Questions or comments? Contact
us! jerickson@bendist25.org

Riddles
By David Fatheree

Q. What gets wetter and wet-
ter the more it dries?

Q. What kind of cheese do
Nun’s like?

Q. Three large men are stand-
ing under one really small um-
brella and they don’t get wet.

How is this possible?

Q. What kind of rock concert

costs 45 cents?
v 4‘
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° Teacher €Contest Page 12

by Megan Fournier & Olivia Torres
Match the feet to our Benjamin teachers and staff. The first four

students to bring this sheet to Mrs. Erickson with the correct answers

will win a Ring size candy prize!!! You only get one try to get it right.

Name Bank

Mrs. Fiorini Mr. Anderson Mr. Wadman Mr. Allard Mrs. LaMantia
Mrs. Dunne Mrs. Arens Mrs. Colburn Mr. Salmieri Mr. Feffer
Mrs. Trush Mrs. Burkholder ~ Mrs. Falkos Mrs. Anthony ~ Mrs. Wright




