
8

         Community.  Innovation.  Excellence.  

2026-2027 FFLSD 
Electronic One-
Stop 

Did you know that our 

district has a one-stop 

location where you can find 

important information about 

the upcoming school year? 

The Felicity-Franklin Local 

School District Electronic 

One-Stop has important 

information about the 2026-

2027 school year such as 

the first day of school, 

academic calendars, 

FinalForms, school 

lunches, Open House, 

student handbooks, arrival 

and dismissal procedures 

and supply lists. Please 

click on the link below to 

access this important 

information about the 2026-

2027 school year. 

https://docs.google.com/

document/d/1lR044Jkvuj

XjTNCmagfsQRJ1yv_W

eaWF2H4I0feswZ8/edit?

usp=sharing 

 

Congratulations, Felicity-Franklin Class of 2026! 
The graduation exercises for the Felicity-

Franklin Class of 2026 were held on May 

24, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. The following text is 

from Dr. Smith’s address on that day. “It is 

my privilege to recognize three graduates 

from the Class of 2026. Please come 

forward to be honored. Class Historian - 

Abigail Masterson, Class Salutatorian - 

Hailey Wendling, Class Valedictorian - Alex 

Bartolin. Seniors—today is your day….You 

made it…After years of early mornings, late 

assignments, and hearing “please put your 

phone away” more times than you can 

count… you’re here. And honestly, we’re 

proud of you—even the ones who 

discovered senior year, that being at school 

actually matters. And I also can’t ignore the 

fact that this class will be remembered for a 

very specific “senior prank.” Let’s just say I 

didn’t think I’d ever have to explain to my 

neighbors why a group of students showed 

up at my house… ready to turn my yard into 

a slip-and-slide water park. Creative? 

Absolutely. Expected? Not even close. 

 

Memorable? Unfortunately for me… yes. 

But that’s kind of what this class has been—

creative, a little unpredictable, and 

definitely memorable. Beyond the laughs, 

though, what matters most is the growth 

I’ve watched in each of you. You’ve learned 

how to push through challenges, take 

responsibility, and stay above the line. That 

resilience will matter far more than anything 

you were tested on in a classroom. And 

don’t forget where you came from. One of 

the greatest things about a small 

community like Felicity is that people notice 

when you grow. We’ve watched many of 

you mature into leaders, role models, and 

young adults ready for the next chapter. 

Please remember you will always have a 

home here at Felicity-Franklin. As you 

move forward, keep this in mind: work hard, 

treat people well, and be the kind of person 

others can rely on. Life is going to ask more 

of you than any school assignment ever 

did—but I know you’re ready for it. 

Congratulations, Class of 2026!” 
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Financial Update May 2026 

Felicity-Franklin Local School District's February 2026 Four-Year Forecast 

projects that the district will remain financially stable throughout the forecast 

period, but cash reserves are expected to decline due to expenditures outpacing 

revenue growth. The forecast estimates an ending cash balance of 

approximately $143,306 by June 30, 2030, with no new operating levies 

included in the forecast.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Financial Update May 2026 

 

   

 

Key Revenue Assumptions  
State funding remains the district's largest revenue source, accounting for 
approximately 63% of General Fund revenue. Future projections are based on the 
current Fair School Funding Plan and expected enrollment trends. 
 
District enrollment is projected to gradually decline, which impacts future state 
funding calculations. 

Property tax reform is going to significantly reduce revenue, to the tune of roughly 
$1.2M over the course of this forecast. 

Interest earnings, tuition, and other local revenues are projected using current 
trends and available information. 

Key Expenditure Assumptions  
Personnel costs and employee benefits remain the district's largest 
expenses, representing more than 60% of General Fund spending. Future 
projections include negotiated salary increases, step movement, retirement 
replacement costs, and anticipated increases in healthcare and retirement 
expenses. 
 
Purchased services, utilities, transportation, instructional services, and other 
operating costs are projected based on historical spending patterns and known 
contractual obligations. 

Capital purchases and equipment replacements are included as needed while 
maintaining fiscal responsibility. 

Financial Outlook 
Total revenues are projected to remain relatively flat through 2030, while 
expenditures are expected to continue increasing over time. 
 
The district projects positive cash balances throughout the forecast period; 
however, available reserves decline each year, reducing financial flexibility. 

Bottom Line: Felicity-Franklin maintains a positive cash balance throughout the 
five-year forecast, but careful monitoring of state funding, enrollment trends, 
employee benefit costs, and property tax changes will be essential to maintaining 
long-term financial stability. 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Financial Update May 2026 
 Enrollment and the “Guarantee” 

 

 

Felicity-Franklin Local Schools is currently on the State of Ohio's "formula", for 
the "Fair School Funding Plan". Under the Fair School Funding Plan, the state 
compares the district’s calculated per-pupil cost to its local capacity to fund 
education. Because Felicity-Franklin’s local capacity is assumed to increase 
over time, the state’s calculated share of funding declines—even if student 
enrollment remains stable. As a result, projected state per-pupil funding 
decreases from approximately $5,760 in FY2026 to $4,956 by FY2030, 
meaning the district is expected to receive less state funding per student each 
year despite maintaining enrollment levels. This trend increases reliance on local 
resources and highlights the importance of long-term financial planning as future 
state funding remains uncertain. 
 
New Grants Received: 
 
Felicity-Franklin Local Schools became a first-time recipient in the federal Rural 
Education Achievement Program (REAP) through the Small, Rural School 
Achievement (SRSA) grant. This program recognizes the unique challenges 
faced by small rural school districts and provides additional federal funding and 
spending flexibility to support student achievement. The FY25 amount was for 
$14.941.00 and anticipates receiving over $19,000 in FY26.  SRSA funding helps 
the district maximize limited resources by allowing federal dollars to be directed 
toward local priorities such as academic programs, staff development, 
technology, student support services, and other initiatives that benefit students 
and families. 
 
Felicity-Franklin was also awarded $8,202 through the Ohio School Bus 
Safety Grant Program to enhance student transportation safety. The grant 
funds will be used to purchase and install replacement fully illuminated school 
bus signs on district buses. These upgraded signs provide increased visibility 
during student loading and unloading, helping motorists more easily recognize 
when a bus is stopped and students are entering or exiting the vehicle. 

 

 

 



  

 

Will your child turn 5 by August 20, 2026? Kindergarten Registration is here! Please see the flyer below for more 

information or visit https://www.felicityschools.org/o/felicity-franklin/page/enrollment. 

                         
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.felicityschools.org/o/felicity-franklin/page/enrollment


 

 

98th Ohio FFA Convention - 2026 
 
The 98th Ohio FFA Convention was held on April 30 – May 1, 2026 at the Ohio 
Expo Center in Columbus, Ohio. Felicity-Franklin FFA members earned awards in 
the following areas. We are very proud of their hard work and dedication. Thank 
you to our FFA members for representing Felicity-Franklin School District so well. 
 
 
State Champion in AgriScience Fair 
Food Systems - Division 4 -  Addi Bock & Makinnly Hill 
Food Systems - Division 6 - Lydia Hamilton & Hailey Wendling 
Plant Systems - Division 4 - Ashlyn Berwanger & Stella Ninichuck 
 
State Champion in Proficiency Awards 
Diversified Ag - Eden Myers 
AgriScience Research - Animal Systems - Lydia Hamilton 
 
State Proficiency 
Vegetable Production - 2nd place - Eden Myers 
AgriScience Research Integrated Systems - 3rd Place - Hailey Wendling 
Diversified Livestock - 3rd Place - Jona Carnahan 
 
Top 10 Chapter in Ohio 
Top 10 Chapter in Building Communities 
Top 10 Chapter in Strengthening Ag 
Top 10 Chapter in Growing Leaders 
 
Ohio FFA Band  
Jaxxon Johnson & Abigail Masterson 
 
Ohio FFA State Degrees 
Breanna Idlett 
Jona Carnahan 
Katelyn Brandenburg 
Logan Cole 
Ben Bracher 
Briley Idlett 
 
Gold-Rated Officer Books 
Jaxxon Johnson - Secretary 
Abigail Masterson - Treasurer 
Katelyn Brandenburg – Reporter 
 
Ohio FFA Talent - Jona Carnahan 

State Winner in Grain Merchandising 
Olivia Liming 
 
State Winning Middle School Poultry Team 
Piper Ward, Travis Brandenburg, Mary Waugh, & Kiearra Scott 
 
 

 

 

 

 



        

  

 

                                                                                                                                         

                                               

                       

  

 

 

 

          Seniors 2026 – It’s A Great Day To Be A Cardinal 
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            Seniors 2026 – It’s A Great Day To Be A Cardinal 



 

          Kindergarten Graduation 2026 
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“Good evening everyone- families, friends, staff, and our wonderful kindergarten graduates. 

Welcome to this very special night at Felicity Franklin Elementary. In a small town like ours, 

moments like this mean a little something extra. This isn’t just a school event it’s a community 

celebration. Because here, we all know these kids. We see them at ball games, at church, 

and around town. And tonight, we get to celebrate just how much they’ve grown.  

Kindergarten students this night is all about you. It feels like just yesterday you were walking 

into school for the first time, some of you holding on tight to a parent’s hand, not quite sure 

what to expect. And now look at you confident, smiling, and so proud of all you’ve 

accomplished. You’ve learned your letters and numbers, how to read and write, and how to 

solve problems. But even more important than that, you’ve learned how to be a friend. You’ve 

learned how to take turns, help one another, and be kind. Those are the things that make our 

school and our community so special.  

Around here, we believe that raising kids is a team effort. And tonight is proof of that. 

Families, thank you for your support, your encouragement, and for sharing your children with 

us each day. The love and values you teach at home carry right into our classrooms.  

And to our teachers and staff- thank you for treating these students like your own. In a 

community like Felicity, that’s what we do. We show up for each other, we care deeply, and 

we work together to help our kids succeed.  

Boys and girls, as you head into first grade, remember this: you have a whole community 

behind you. We are all cheering you on every step of the way. Keep trying your best. Keep 

being kind. Keep helping others. And never forget- you belong here, and we are proud of you. 

Congratulations, kindergarten graduates. We can’t wait to see all the great things you’ll do.”  

Principal Darlene Porter, May 2026 



 

 

 
Carolyn Ammerman 

 
Kristin Baird 

 
Cheryl Edmisten 

 
Beth Lahmer 

 
Shelley Nooe 

 

Congratulations to the following Felicity-Franklin staff members who retired at the end of the school 

year. We asked them what they will miss most about our district and about their plans for retirement.  

Carolyn Ammerman (FFLSD 1993-2026)  
What I will miss most about Felicity-Franklin Elementary is the daily connection with my students and 
colleagues. I am going to miss the smiles of elementary students, the boundless energy they display, 
the beautiful artwork they create and put on my desk and watching them learn and discover their 
potential. Over my thirty-three years, my students have brought much joy to my life. My colleagues 
have become my second family, and I will miss them greatly. We have supported each other over the 
years and have shared many milestones. It is hard to leave these dedicated educators and wonderful 
students, but I leave with a heart full of gratitude. 
First on my list is to get used to a slower pace of life! After thirty-three years, I am really looking 
forward to a little me time. I plan to focus on my family and to participate in old hobbies again and 
create new hobbies too, like playing a musical instrument. I also look forward to traveling more 
frequently with my husband. We are going to South Carolina this summer. I am going to enjoy the 
freedom of setting my own schedule, and am thankful for the opportunity to do so. 
 
Kristin Baird (FFLSD 1998-2026) 
Thank you very much. I will miss the students the most and working with them on their future goals. I 
am going to be a travel agent after retirement. 
 
Cheryl Edmisten (FFLSD 2002-2026) 
Thank you so much, I am really looking forward to it. I will mostly miss working alongside my co-
teachers. Over the years, we became more than colleagues—we became a team that shared ideas, 
solved problems, celebrated successes, and supported one another through challenges.  Working 
together to meet the needs of our students created a strong sense of purpose and accomplishment. I 
will miss the daily conversations, laughter, teamwork, and the relationships we built while making a 
difference in the lives of students. The connections formed with my co-teachers are among the most 
meaningful and lasting memories of my teaching career here at Felicity. 
After retirement, I plan to begin a new chapter by exploring new employment opportunities while 
enjoying a more flexible schedule. I look forward to spending more time with my husband and taking 
the opportunity to do some light traveling visiting family and friends. While I will miss teaching, I am 
excited for the new experiences and adventures that retirement will bring. 
 
Beth Lahmer (FFLSD 2012-2026) 
I will miss so many of the people who became friends for life as well as those who have become part 
of my Family. The daily time I had the privy of checking in on so many of these students. Most of all 
the trios to share so many events with the students over the years and watch their growth and their 
progress of achieving so many awards, and so many honors. I got to share in watching along their 
journey, seeing the child become a maturing adult. As well as still being here to observe several of 
those kiddos become new Cardinal employees!!! So honored to have great fun sports trip memories. 
I wish you all the best in your future dreams, will pray you may all achieve those dreams…God Bless 
you all, and thank you for PUTTING up with me. 
My future plans are GOD willing, to spend more time with my “Grands”.  
I have Twin granddaughters that graduated this year - Makenna and Mariah.  
Ali Jayne that graduated from 8th grade - they are my daughter Heather’s husband Zach’s children. 
Then granddaughter Jemma going to kindergarten this fall. 
ONLY Grandson Stetson who is ready to be 3 soon - they are my daughter Brooke’s husband 
Patrick’s children. Also wanting to do things that will be new to me. Would like to travel on a trip 
through America by train, also by bus with friends, maybe even fly somewhere. Have someone else 
DO the driving. Also join the women’s groups that help minister church members needs for rides to 
and from appointments. Driving the Church Van. Good Luck to all of you and be safe, and happy in 
the years ahead. 
 
Shelley Nooe (FFLSD 2001-2026) 
I will miss the smiles, the laughter, classroom moments, and the relationships built over the years. 
Teaching has never been just a job for me, it has been my passion and my purpose. As I retire, I will 
carry with me the memories, and the lessons learned, and my Cardinal family. 
My plans for retirement are to relax, travel and spend time with my granddaughters.   

 

Congratulations and best wishes to each of you on your retirement.  
Remember that you will always be part of the Felicity-Franklin family! 
 

 

 

     Congratulations FFLSD Retirees 2026! 
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Felicity-Franklin’s own Hayden Broadwell competed in the Division V high jump 

event on June 5, 2026, at the Ohio High School Athletic Association State Track 

and Field Championships at Jesse Owens Memorial Stadium at the Ohio State 

University in Columbus, Ohio. 

Although Hayden was seeded nineteenth going into finals, he finished in eighth 
place and earned a spot on the podium at the state championship meet. In doing 
this, Hayden became the first athlete from Felicity-Franklin since 2005 to reach 
the podium at the Ohio High School Athletic Association State Track and Field 
Championships. 
 
Earlier in the season, Hayden placed third at the Division V District Meet at 

Lakota East. At the Region 16 meet in Chillicothe he placed fifth with a personal 

best of 5-11. At the state track and field meet, Hayden made 6 feet on his 

second try and 6-2 on his first. He finished eighth and earned a place on the 

podium after finishing at 6-4, breaking his personal record twice to get there. 

Congratulations, Hayden! Your hard work, dedication, and determination have 

earned you a place among Ohio’s best. We are proud of all your 

accomplishments as a Cardinal. 

 

Congrats to Our 
SBAAC All-Stars!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah Graham - 1st 

Team SBAAC for Pole 

Vault 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garet Hall - 1st Team 

SBAAC Baseball 

Hon. Mention Baseball: 

Jona Carnahan 
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          Hayden Broadwell Makes History at State  


