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380 Chapel Street | Stratford, CT 06614 | 203-385-4192
Principal: Dr. Armistead | Assistant Principal: Mr. Hubball

Website | Chapel Street School % PTA Paint n Sip, Gr. 4-6 October 20, 2026 [3:30-5:00]
Instagram | Chapel Elementary School % Parent/Teacher Conferences, Thursday, Oct. 22, 2026

X (Twitter) | Chapel Street School % Trunk or Treat, Friday, October 23, 2026 [6:00-7:30]

Dear Chapel Families,

We had a fantastic week at Chapel! Our Pink Day Celebration was a huge success. Thanks to everyone’s generosity and support,
we exceeded our $1,000 goal and raised $1,330! We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our Climate and Action Team for
Partnerships Committee for all of their hard work in planning such a wonderful day. Leading up to the event, we often reminded our
students that kindness is our superpower—and when we combine all our small acts of kindness, we can make a huge difference.
Thank you for making this event so special!

Warmly,

Dr. Armistead and Mr. Hubball


https://www.stratfordk12.org/o/cses
https://www.instagram.com/chapelelementaryschool/
https://x.com/ChapelCheetahs

Cheetah Fast Facts

WHAT IS W.L.N. TIME?
W.L.N. stands for What | Need!

W.L.N. Time are 2 special blocks of time where everyone at Chapel Street
School gets to focus on their own reading and math goals.

We all learn in our own vnique way! Everyone brings different strengths to
reading and math, and we're all working to grow together. W.I.N. Time gives

students exactly what they need to level up their reading and math skills!

W.L.N. Time will be on Mondays, Tvesdays, and Wednesdays.
Students will be divided into different groups across their grade
level. These groups are flexible which means they will change.
Students will strengthen their skills by working in small groups,
with partners, and on their own!

W.L.N. Time officially launched this week at Chapel Street School as part of a district-wide initiative! Our
school and district are committed to ensuring that every student receives the support they need to succeed.
We recognize that teachers cannot accomplish this important work alone. That's why we've implemented
W.L.N. Time as part of our support system. By working with students in small groups, we can provide targeted
attention and ensure each child is seen, heard, and supported.

We appreciate your partnership in this district initiative and look forward to the positive impact it will have on
our students!

Message from Lifetouch regarding school pictures:

Dear families,

School pictures are now available!

To see if your child's pictures are available to view, please log in to
your account at mylifetouch.com. If you don't have an account yet,
you can create one using your email address.

To locate your child's photos, you'll need their Student ID or
Portrait ID and Access Code. If you don't have this information,
you can:

» Check your inbox for an email from Lifetouch that may
contain your access credentials and a direct link to your
child's images.

« Wait for your proof sheet to arrive, which will include your
Portrait ID and Access Code.

« Contact the Lifetouch Help Center for assistance
Please note that pictures may not become available for all

students at the same time, so check back later if you don't see
your child's images yet.




Not Getting School Emails?

We continue to get reports that emails sent to parents are ending up in their spam folders. The Stratford
Public School's IT Department has taken all possible steps on their end. However, once an email leaves our
server, how the email arrives ultimately is determined by the recipient's email provider settings.

To help families resolve this issue, here is the link to the SPS Email Delivery Guide for Families.

Chapel PTA News

Trunk or Treat and Kids Paint and Sip

Prepare your favorite costumes and join our Chapel Street Elementary family for a complimentary evening of
Halloween excitement! All school families are welcome to stroll among decorated vehicle trunks to gather
goodies, admire creative designs, and celebrate a festive night alongside our wonderful Chapel community.

Click on this link to RSVP: RSVP Link
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PIZZA ¢ SNACKS : SOLD BY THE 6™ GRADE COMMITTEE

CANDY DONATIONS WILL BE NEEDED TO KEEP THE EVENT FREE
THE GRADE WITH THE HIGHEST DONATION COUNT WINS!!

ALL ARE WELCOMED TO PARTICIPATE ! WHICH CHAPEL FAMILY WILL TAKE THE 17 PLACE TROPHY HOME??
FIRST 35 TRUNKS TO
RSVP VIA QR CODE
BIGGER BAGS = MORE POINTS WILL BE GUARANTEED
A SPOT!!!

NOT A DROP OFF EVENT  EMAIL: chapelstreetschoolptaegmail.com

EMAIL: chapelstreetschoolptaegmail.com


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gVkEIy75pV6_gFrkvg1hDTP5nNdI-iDDuyAkWBCQ2EY/edit?tab=t.0
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Upcoming Events Calendar

October 16: Father’s Club Dance | 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

October 20: PTA Paint & Sip (Grades 3—4) Time: 3:30 - 5:00
October 23: Trunk or Treat | 6:00 — 7:30 p.m.

November 9-12: PTA Fall Book Fair

November 12: STEAM Night | 6:00 — 7:30 p.m.

December 3: Holiday Shoppe (During the school day)

December 4: Father’s Club Winter Social & Holiday Shoppe | 6:00 — 7:30 p.m.
January 29: PTA Winter Bingo | 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.

February 10 & 11: PTA Donuts with Grown-Ups | 7:45 — 8:15 a.m.
March 12: PTA Spring Dance | 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

April 5-8: PTA Spring Book Fair

April 8: Multicultural Day & Night | 6:00 — 7:30 p.m.

May 26: PTA Literacy Night | 6:00 — 7:30 p.m.

Event Descriptions

PTA Paint ’'n’ Sip (After-School Activity)

Location: Chapel Gymnasium
The Vibe: A creative afternoon where students can unleash their inner artist while enjoying snacks and
refreshments.

¢ How You Can Help: We need volunteers to help distribute art supplies, assist students with their masterpieces,
and hand out snacks.

Father’s Club Dance and PTA Spring Dance

Location: School Gymnasium
The Vibe: An exciting themed evening event featuring a live DJ, great food, and a fun photo booth to capture
memories.

e How You Can Help: We need a crew to help with setup and decorations, assist with food and ticket sales, and
help manage the crowd/hallway traffic.

Trunk-or-Treat

Location: FMS Parking Lot

The Vibe: A safe, festive, and spooky evening of community trick-or-treating!

How You Can Help: Park and decorate your car trunk to pass out candy, help manage our community tables, or
donate bags of candy ahead of time.

PTA Book Fair (Fall & Spring)



Location: School Gymnasium
The Vibe: We turn our gym into a bustling pop-up bookstore tailored specifically for students in grades K
through 6! It's a wonderful week dedicated to exciting young minds and growing home libraries.

e How You Can Help: This event takes a village! We need volunteers to help set up the displays, run the registers
to check out books for students, and help pack everything up at the end of the week.

STEAM Night

e Location: Chapel Street School

e The Vibe: A brilliant evening filled with fun, hands-on Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math activities.
Students get to explore, experiment, and create!

e How You Can Help: We need enthusiastic volunteers to welcome families as greeters, sell tickets and run the
raffle station, and facilitate individual hands-on STEAM activity tables.

Holiday Shoppe

Location: Gymnasium Stage
The Vibe: A magical pop-up shop where students get the independence to pick out and purchase special
holiday gifts for their family members. This event runs during the day for students and in the evening during the
Winter Social!

e How You Can Help: We need a festive crew to help set up the shop and make it look like a winter wonderland,
as well as volunteers to help students choose items and check out their purchases.

Winter Social

Location: School Gymnasium
The Vibe: A cozy, festive celebration for the whole community! Families can gather to enjoy holiday crafts, fun
activities, a hot cocoa station, and a special photo opportunity with Santa.

e How You Can Help: We need volunteers to help bring the magic to life with event setup, supervise the various
craft tables, and assist with the breakdown and cleanup at the end of the night.

PTA Winter Bingo

Location: School Gymnasium
The Vibe: A fun-filled family night out! Bring the whole crew to play BINGO, laugh with neighbors, and compete
for exciting prizes in a high-energy environment.

e How You Can Help: We need a team to help set up the room, distribute BINGO cards and markers, run the
snack tables, and hand out prizes to our lucky winners.

Donuts with Grownups

Location: School Cafeteria
The Vibe: A relaxed, café-style morning where students and their favorite adults can bond over a delicious
continental-style breakfast before the school day begins.

e How You Can Help: Help us start the day right! We need volunteers to set up the dining tables, serve coffee,
juice, and donuts, and assist with a quick breakdown and cleanup.

Multicultural Day & Night

e Location: Chapel School



The Vibe: A vibrant celebration of global diversity and culture! Armed with a custom passport and map, families
will take a trip around the world to explore country exhibits researched and created by our students. Enjoy
international music, admire unique artifacts, and sample delicious global cuisines.

How You Can Help: * Daytime (Multicultural Day): Sign up to be a guest reader or help lead a traditional craft

or game in a classroom.

o Evening (Multicultural Night): Help us with event setup, act as a greeter to pass out passports and
scavenger hunt sheets, coordinate entertainment, or run a game station.

Literacy Night

Location: Chapel School

The Vibe: A fun-filled family evening celebrating "Chapel’s Big Read!" Bring the whole family to dive into our
school-wide book through interactive storytelling, games, and creative literacy activities.

How You Can Help: We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to act as welcoming greeters, guide families
through the event, and facilitate the different literacy activity stations.

Parent’s Corner

Virtual Suggestion Box
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Cafeteria:
Here is a link to the online application: Free & Reduced

We have created a virtual family feedback box to strengthen
school-family partnerships by making it easy, timely, and
safe for families to share ideas, concerns, and praise so the
school can respond, improve programs, and better meet all
of our student needs. < Click on the link to the left!

Regular school attendance is critical to maintain consistent
academic growth as children progress through school.
Families play an important role in helping build the habit of
good attendance early and partnering with your child’s
school goes a long way in addressing chronic absenteeism.
Chronic absenteeism is defined as missing 10% or greater of
the total number of days enrolled during the school year for
any reason. This includes excused absences, unexcused
absences, out-of-school suspensions and in-school
suspensions that last more than one-half of the school day.

Please click on the following link for more information on
how to Build the Habit of Good Attendance (English) Build
the Habit of Good Attendance (Spanish).

This link will take you to a short video on the importance of

Bringing Attendance Home.

Bus Safety:
We ask parents to have routine conversations with your


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFKBoUCwQbMQbve7QVmeX13CD9FjhEUphr-uEbFw5ZeXGGgA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104932200847011287531
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z1zZra2iDMvsNDaYMRwRtvxZKJqgxjRA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TRaUl3UO_9PFe9TDk5PCTz5_FV5849ng/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TRaUl3UO_9PFe9TDk5PCTz5_FV5849ng/view?usp=sharing
https://vimeo.com/240840053
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/DistrictRedirect/Stratford_CT?langid=1

Lunch Online Forms. Here is the link to Addendum C.

e Breakfast this year is free to all students.
e The cost of lunch on the elementary level is $3.10

Students also have the option of purchasing additional
items; however, the purchase of ice cream or snacks can

only be made if there is no balance in the cafeteria account.

These items are not part of the lunch. The cost is $1.00 for
ice cream and bagged chips and $.75 for Goldfish and
Teddy Grahams. Lunch is served first. Then students who
would like to purchase ice cream or a snack will have that
option.

To settle cafeteria account balance payments can be made
several ways:

1. By Check - Make checks payable to Cafeteria
Fund. [Send payment by student]

2. By Cash - Parents are welcomed to come to Chapel
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 1:25 p.m., and
pay directly in the cafeteria. [Cash should not be
sent in with students]

To pay online, please follow the steps below:
Go to Stratford Public School district's website at
https://www.stratfordk12.org/

e CLICK Family Resources

e CLICK Food Service/Free & Reduced Meal

Applications

e CLICK Sodexo MyWay Home Page Menus

e Inthe upper right, CLICK Pay On-Line

e You cansign up for free to pay online

Special Note: Notices are sent home to families who carry
balances in their cafeteria account. We ask that families
please settle their accounts. Thank you!

We have created a new electronic form in PowerSchool
titled, “Release of Student Information - Lunch Program” for
families who choose to provide consent to disclose their
child’s eligibility status with school officials. NOTE: This

form will need to be completed each year the child attends SPS.

How to access the form:
1. Signinto the Parent Portal
2. Click Forms link on the left-hand menu
3. Select Release of Student Information - Lunch
Program
4. Check the appropriate options
5. Electronically sign, date and click submit

children regarding safe and appropriate bus/van behavior.
School transportation is a student privilege conditional upon
students being safe on buses, vans, and at bus stops. Students
will be advised that, while awaiting or receiving transportation
to and from school, they may be suspended from
transportation services for unsafe conduct which endangers
persons or property or violates a Board policy or administrative
regulation. (BOE Bus Conduct Policy 5131.1)

Nut Free Building:
Chapel, along with all Stratford Public Schools, is a NUT
FREE building. For the safety of all of our students, please

be aware of what you are sending in for a snack and lunch
with your child.

Lost & Found:

Remember to label your child’s belongings. Over the
course of the year, we accumulate quite a bit of lost and
found. Lost and found is located in Nurse Anne’s office.

Cell Phone Policy:
As we begin the 2025-2026 school year, please review our

updated cell phone policy with your child. Here are the top
4 things you need to know:

1. Elementary School: All devices must be OFF and
stored in backpacks throughout the entire school
day.

2. No Photos/Videos: Taking pictures or videos
anywhere on school property is prohibited for all
students.

3. Emergency Contact: Students should go to the
main office for emergency calls - personal devices
should not be used.

4. Bring at Your Own Risk: The school is not
responsible for lost, stolen or damaged devices.

Remember: We strongly encourage leaving all electronic
devices at home to avoid any issues.

For the complete policy details, please refer to the full
document. We also have this short video available, as well
as a podcast explaining the key elements of the policy.

The Stratford BOE dress code policy aims to maintain a
safe and stable learning environment while allowing
students to respectfully express their individuality. For
more detailed information please see Policy 5132.

Emergency Contact Forms:
Please fill out emergency contact forms and return them

back to the school as soon as possible. If phone numbers,


https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/DistrictRedirect/Stratford_CT?langid=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxK4bJDAb7jl2YUrTMH_s49jf4WxXEsZ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.stratfordk12.org/
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1913271/5131.1_Bus_Conduct.pdf
https://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.F0fxv5kPSVvWcAJ3wPTn271QUOjnavC4nd7CnLpcKjLtObbRY4IgeYCSViea2AuSXb35i3WgG9ddkmAglI3KTXY67FFKY0gvKmWk7-2Bl1H-2FMnZ-2B7vB-2F31zez-2BsGZ77V8TrmtvfqmdEMaqhOWPWQ9Nzr0V3anZ4Yk7thGdrDymAIb1g9-2FO8AA3vQWHoZZoqDg-2FFs8I_NlQ361XDuSCrpnVs87PiN-2BC9t-2F9dLlayXzO5DXgtd8Z1yvCPHsStJhJokFryzq8pQ5-2BUXjbmJdYYzbSmq8sSRYVStaheeRdqJUFc3xWYOT4ijB8XDIeKQjZDqnITEixjeCNmOMNvIx-2BD-2BEDGHrjJs6-2Fc6YXA15DopLu7KAJvl6-2FlgUdMmKCvjPIpHA31f0d5AIJP32Ddd-2FT4LS-2BDrezTZYkoubBdTQj4lS1nHGGlLUibi4sWGKULEL3b2ANvGqj2B-2FqYEyOVolStgwU37iAEDe-2FTxcJikuOcpQZOOsu5puM-3D
https://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.F0fxv5kPSVvWcAJ3wPTn271QUOjnavC4nd7CnLpcKjLtObbRY4IgeYCSViea2AuSXb35i3WgG9ddkmAglI3KTXY67FFKY0gvKmWk7-2Bl1H-2FMnZ-2B7vB-2F31zez-2BsGZ77V8TrmtvfqmdEMaqhOWPWQ9Nzr0V3anZ4Yk7thGdrDymAIb1g9-2FO8AA3vQWHoZZoqDg-2FFs8I_NlQ361XDuSCrpnVs87PiN-2BC9t-2F9dLlayXzO5DXgtd8Z1yvCPHsStJhJokFryzq8pQ5-2BUXjbmJdYYzbSmq8sSRYVStaheeRdqJUFc3xWYOT4ijB8XDIeKQjZDqnITEixjeCNmOMNvIx-2BD-2BEDGHrjJs6-2Fc6YXA15DopLu7KAJvl6-2FlgUdMmKCvjPIpHA31f0d5AIJP32Ddd-2FT4LS-2BDrezTZYkoubBdTQj4lS1nHGGlLUibi4sWGKULEL3b2ANvGqj2B-2FqYEyOVolStgwU37iAEDe-2FTxcJikuOcpQZOOsu5puM-3D
https://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.1vgusgFlXDIstRlEntBWD4cnAp03E6PGbCtjHcLp82VRl9-2FR-2BXQ8U2n-2BYGvfmZCT5U5TulVT0qRvKwyDSi52TQ-3D-3DJTpm_NlQ361XDuSCrpnVs87PiN-2BC9t-2F9dLlayXzO5DXgtd8Z1yvCPHsStJhJokFryzq8pQ5-2BUXjbmJdYYzbSmq8sSRYVStaheeRdqJUFc3xWYOT4ijB8XDIeKQjZDqnITEixjeCNmOMNvIx-2BD-2BEDGHrjJs9sQL384rubnsc3jtaNdbvbFEEjQArULPZ5N-2B0LZMB8RuQ1SHFMjzflqV9ZAZaRigPGl0e7LIUrxR44kGpoOTDiT4LBj7ujyTXMh-2B4hmKkfqknLcflMkWzxmEpky3827uBrIS787F0npVwzSPhGHcGY-3D
https://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.4G-2BjNSxLlRW50aopnT0b8VqTfnrJVqLeQmtFTeDBd2g1lShqU7aTAXAic4-2BC7-2ByDob86fQaeQkhlUlYzYJVAl7MKKgxFEel-2BMdW-2F-2B6nerZulR6tZGkP15SK-2F1xokZ0qH8yIr_NlQ361XDuSCrpnVs87PiN-2BC9t-2F9dLlayXzO5DXgtd8Z1yvCPHsStJhJokFryzq8pQ5-2BUXjbmJdYYzbSmq8sSRYVStaheeRdqJUFc3xWYOT4ijB8XDIeKQjZDqnITEixjeCNmOMNvIx-2BD-2BEDGHrjJs4h-2BtrOd-2FLzFGBoxNO22a-2BC8A67-2FxI9W11mjRRzPo8Gq1c-2FEt2Sq-2B1-2FZKGUv3JF4OMIyZ3HTLPmfipV26maTNWBGubLPBcdei-2FbSsELqqPpt-2BiRd-2F-2FiAaYmmReisunSsyadclPu56aUHQzDmBcZpyS8-3D
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1913281/P5132_Student_Attire.docx.pdf

email addresses or any family information changes, please
let the school know so we can contact families in the event

of an emergency. Emergency Contact Form You can use

this same form if your email or phone numbers change!

Optimus Health Care Center:
Optimus Health Care Center will continue to service

families that are signed up. However, any family that would
like to enroll their child can access the enrollment forms,
which are in English and Spanish on our school’s web-site
at Optimus Health Care Enrollment Forms. Scroll to the
bottom of the page to find the enrollment form. For more
information on Optimus Health Care and the services they

provide you can watch this short video: Optimus Health
Care Video.

Arrival and Dismissal:
Families who are new to Chapel and to all of our returning families, we want to provide you with a quick overview of our
arrival and dismissal procedures:

% We open our doors at 8:30 a.m. Students should not arrive before this time as there is no supervision.

% Families who choose to drop off their child must use the Car Loop in the Flood Middle School parking lot.

% For arrival, parents can enter the lot from Chapel Street and drive up towards Chapel School. Staff members will
be at the top of the loop to receive students. Parents have the option to park their car in the Flood MS parking lot
and walk their child to the front of the School.

* We will dismiss at 3:30 p.m. At dismissal, students who ride either the bus or van will line up and will be loaded
onto their vehicle in front of the school. Students who are picked up will be escorted to the car loop and students
will be released to their parent(s) or caregiver. We ask that adults who are picking up their child be prepared to
show their identification, this is especially important for new families to Chapel.

IMPORTANT! Families that are picking up their child at dismissal MUST access the car loop from James Farm Road.
Also, we ask families to arrive after 3:15 p,m. Before this time, Flood Middle School is having their dismissal.

Chapel Street School

Flood Car Loop: Families can begin
ors P . . arriving at 3:15 p.m. to
Families that are picking up their child pick up ther child(ren}
at dismissal must enter AND exit the by entering through the
James Farm Road
Flood car loop from James Farm Road. T —

Also, please stay in line and follow the
flow of traffic even if you are parking
to pick-up your kindergarten child.

FOR EVERYONE'’S SAFETY, PLEAS
FOLLOW THE TRAFFIC FLOW PATTER No Entrance

No Exit

IN THE PICTURE —> from Chapel

f Street



https://www.stratfordk12.org/o/cses/page/optimus-health-care
https://vimeo.com/487547266
https://vimeo.com/487547266
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lMvOJaBDPIuNPzAHz6XIohVWZq8RlVMO/view?usp=sharing

2026-2027 Chapel PTA Board Members: Contact: Email: ChapelStreetSchoolPTA@gmail.com
% Ashleigh Bepko, Co-President
% Jennifer Bajda, Co-President
% Chanelle Carroll, Secretary
% Erin Karsif, Treasurer

The mission of the Father’s Club is simple: to increase the involvement of fathers and father figures in our students' lives. They aim
to create more opportunities for positive male role models to actively participate in the school community, support our amazing
teachers and staff, strengthen family connections, and build unforgettable memories for our kids.

All of the PTA Newsletters are stored on the School Website.

Kenneth Pugh, President
Ryan Dalton, Vice-President
Pat Sullivan, Secretary
Larry Cifarelli, Treasurer

* % ¢t


mailto:ChapelStreetSchoolPTA@gmail.com
https://www.stratfordk12.org/o/cses/page/pta-membership-information

OPTIMUS

Health Care

SGHOOL BASED
HEALTH SERVIGES

Expert care for your child’s health!

No need for a child to miss school for a
medical appointment! All medical

services are provided right here at
Chapel Street Elementary School during
school hours.

Our Services Include:

Primary Care

Well-Child Exams

Sports Physicals

Treatment for Acute lliness & Injury
Lab Testing

Flu Shots in the Fall

Behavioral Health

Tele-Health Services

Give us a callif you have any questions

203-385-4289

-




Stratford Public Schools

Bus Safety 101

I\
THE sTOP
Axoid running to catch the bus by getting

o your bus stop 10 minutes before the bus
is scheduled to arrive.

‘When waiting for the bus, stay away from
the street and avoid running. playing or
other behavior that can lead to accidents.

‘When the bus approaches, stand at least
three giant steps |4 feet) away from the
curb, and line up away from the street.

‘Wait until the bus stops, the door opens
and the driver says it's okay before
stepping onto the bus.

WHILE
RIDING THE BUS

Stay seated, with your feet out of the aisle
whille the bus is in motion

Keap your hands, feet and other objects to
yourself - MO fighting and MO bullying on
the bus.

Use kind and respectful language when
talking to the driver and other students.

Do HOT throw objects out the windows
and dio MOT damage bus property.

Throw litter in the trash when the bus is
stopped.

Keep the noise level down so you do not
distract the driver.

., School transportation is a student privilege conditional upc
buses, vans and at bus stops. Students will be advised that, while
sportation to and from school, they may be suspended from t
nsafe conduct which endangers persons or property or
policy or administrative regulation.

SAFETY WHILE
EXIT EBOS
Wait until the bus stops, the door opens
and the driver says it's ckay before
stepping off the bus.

After you get off the bus, walk at least
three giant steps |4 feet) away from the
side of the bus. Mever walk behind the bus!

If you drop something near the bus, tell the
driver. Mever try to pick it up because the
driver may not see you.
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