
Madison Associates Degree Advising Guide

Madison High School offers an Associate of Arts in General Studies Degree
Program in partnership with Idaho State University. Thanks to funding from the
Idaho State Board of Education’s Advanced Opportunities initiative, high school
students can enroll in dual credit college courses at no cost, allowing them to
save both time and money on their post-secondary education. Below, you’ll find
some advantages and disadvantages of earning an Associate Degree while still
in high school, along with the Scope and Sequence for the program at MHS.

Advantages of an Associate Degree
● Cost Savings: Students can earn nearly half of the credits required for a

college degree without any expense to themselves.
● Increased Opportunities: Working toward an Associate Degree during high

school may open up more options and flexibility after graduation.
● Preparation for College: Engaging in these courses help students develop

effective study habits, improving their changes of success in college.
● Working toward their desired degree: The associates degree can fast track

their 4 year degree, cutting it down to 3-2.5 years depending on the college
and the major.

Disadvantages of Associate Degree
● Credit Transfer Issues: Some higher education institutions may not accept

all credits earned, and the pre-packaged curriculum may not align perfectly
with a student's intended major. The ISU Associates of Arts may not be
the best path to pursue your child’s college or major.

● Time Constraints: Juggling an Associate Degree may hinder participation
in extracurricular activities such as Sports, Orchestra, Choir, and Band.

● Increased Academic Demands: The intensity and workload of these
courses are generally about double that of standard high school offerings.
Grades earned (good or bad) will be permanent on the student’s college
transcript.

● Rigidity of Schedule: To achieve earning the Associates Degree, you must
meet certain requirements met by certain courses while also meeting high
school graduation requirements. These required courses are limited on
which trimester and which period they are offered.



● Decision Making: Students who earn their Associates Degree typically will
be advanced enough that they will be forced to enroll in their determined
major courses when they enroll in college/university. At times this forfeits a
students “decision making” window to ensure their chosen major is right for
them. It is not advised to have your student earn their associates degree
if they are undecided on what they want to major in.

● Financial Aid: Federal Financial aid stops once a student reaches 150% of
a typical degree/program. That means if a student changes their major
and has more than 180 college credits, they are no longer eligible for
federal financial aid.

● Your child is only a child once.

Frequently Asked Questions
● Can I take as many college courses as I want if I’m not pursuing the

Associate Degree?
○ Yes, all students at MHS are eligible to enroll in college courses, no

matter if they are pursuing the Associate Degree or not.
● Can I replace courses with those offered at other universities or online?

○ Yes, you may replace courses with those offered at other universities
or online. However, deviating from the Associate Degree pathway
requires direct communication with ISU or the institution where
you’re pursuing the degree, as the responsibility will fall on both
student and parent(s).

● Can I move a course in the Scope and Sequence to a different school
year?

○ No, all courses in the MHS ISU Associate Degree Program must
follow the order presented in the Scope and Sequence. The scope
and sequence guarantees no schedule conflicts with college level
courses. Taking them out of sequence will not guarantee this and
may result in schedule conflicts with required courses. Exceptions
are limited, so please consult your counselor for more information.

● How do I ensure that a Counselor is tracking my students Associate
Degree and Progress?

○ A parent must contact their student’s high school counselor so they
can document and track their student. This should ideally take
place prior to the student entering the 9th grade. It is important to
note that the later a counselor is made aware, there is a high



possibility that a student will not be able to catch up and work
towards their Associate Degree.

■ Jay Milner A-G milnerj@msd321.com
■ Kevin Jones H-O kevinj@msd321.com
■ MiKelle Barney P-Z barneym@msd321.com

○ The student is also required to follow the Scope and Sequence in
order for a Counselor to track their progress.

It is important to note that a representative from the Idaho State University Early
College Program will be tracking your students progress and meeting with them
one to two times per year. This meeting is held during the school day at MHS.
Your student can also request to meet with our ISU Associate’s representative at
any point by contacting Vicki Bolingbroke in the MHS College and Career Office.

Copy of Associate Degree Scope and Sequence.pdf
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