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NEWPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools

15 Wickham Road ¢ Newport, Rhode Island 02840-4232
Tel 401.847.2100 ext. 212 « Fax 401.849.0170 »
johnambrogi@newportrischools.org

November 2011

Dear Parent and Guardian:

As I’m sure you know, during the 2006-2007 school year, we established a standards-
based report card. This report card gives you more specific information about your
child’s achievement in the classroom and assists you even further in being aware of
your child’s actual learning in the Newport Public Schools.

With the changes in the math section to make the language more parent friendly, the
additional information provided in the science and social studies sections, and the
added emphasis on phonics, this report card allows parents to better assess and
support school success.

We hope that you will continue to work with us in providing a quality education for
your child. As always, if you have questions or concerns, contact your child’s teacher or
school principal.

We appreciate your partnership in our joint endeavor of providing your child an
outstanding learning opportunity in the Newport Public Schools.

Sincerely,

John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Providing Quality Education That Makes A Difference in Each Student’s Life
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Newport Public Schools
Second Grade Student Achievement Report
Parent Guide

What is a Standards-Based Student Achievement Report Card?

A standards-based report card communicates student progress toward meeting
standards. Each quarter, student work is compared to a benchmark to determine if
the student is making progress toward meeting the standard.

Why are there 2 ways that my child is being assessed?

EXPLANATION of MARKING FOR ACADEMICS

STANDARDS RUBRIC

Student work seldom meets grade level expectations for this quarter.
Student work sometimes meets grade level expectations for this quarter.
Student work consistently meets grade level expectations for this quarter.
Student work is produced independently and is exceeding grade level
expectations for this quarter.

i aiihdire

The academic rubric communicates where students are currently performing in
relation to standards. The explanation is to provide a consistent language that
informs parents about student achievement in each content area. Students who
receive 1s or 2s may be making progress but are still not making grade level
expectations. Parents should look to the comment section for additional information.

EXPLANATION of MARKING FOR LEARNER QUALITIES

LEARNER QUALITY RUBRIC

R- Student Rarely meets
S- Student Sometimes meets
C- Student Consistently meets

Learner Qualities are those behaviors that enhance a student’s ability to learn. By
emphasizing these qualities, we are helping students take responsibility for their own
learning. Learning Qualities are “life skills.”

READING STANDARDS

Readers in 2" grade typically start the year at a reading level I-J/16-18 and complete
the year at a reading level of M/28. In 2"grade your child is expected to be able to
read many different genres and types of text.
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PRINT SOUND CODE

Accuracy and Fluency are key factors that determine your child’s understanding
(comprehension) of what they read. At each grade level your child is expected to
progressively read a certain number of words correctly and fluently. The more they
read, the more fluent and accurate they will become as they are introduced to text
appropriate for them. The ability to recognize and produce rhyming words. The
ability to independently reads 150 high frequency words and irregular words by the
end of Grade 2.

2" grade 80-100 words correct per minute

Accuracy is determined by how well your child reads the words. When your
child is given text they should able to know and read most of the words automatically
or decode the words with word solving strategies.

Fluency is determined by how your child sounds when they are reading. They
should read much like they would tell a story or talk. Reading should sound smooth
with phrasing, tone and expression appropriate to the text they are reading.

Comprehension is what your child understands when they read. Your child is asked to
listen to and/or read and respond and explain their thinking. It is measured both
orally and in picture/written form.
2" grade: In order to truly comprehend your child must be able to apply
comprehension strategies to show their thinking on their own.
These strategies are:

» Use schema- knowledge from their own experiences

> Make connections from what they read and learn to their own lives

> Make predictions or make basic inferences based on their own experiences or

interactions with the text.
» Use sensory images in order to help them better understand the text.

WRITING STANDARDS

There are 4 types/ genres of writing that your child will be writing throughout the
year. Your child will receive writing instruction throughout the day. They are
encouraged to write using the writing process. They are assessed on the quality of
their writing and their use of criteria. The criteria are developed by the teacher with
the children.

WRITING HABITS AND PROCESSES

In second grade your child will be writing everyday!

Your child will learn how to write using the writing process. The process allows your
child to explore their ideas for topics, try writing techniques and strategies, and use
favorite books and/or authors as models and much, much more. The writing process
involves: gathering ideas, drafting their ideas and topics, revising and editing.
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WRITING PURPOSES AND RESULTING GENRES
What are the types/ genres of writing the children do in (your grade level)?

Personal Narratives are chronological stories about one’s life. They contain
characters (the main character will be your child), a plot (two or more events occur in
a sequence of time) and the story takes place in a setting. The plot usually involves a
problem that is solved, a tension that is resolved, or something big that changes.

SAMPLE: E fT h E] ]r ;_
o tr<e st0 H[E - F
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| r‘"ewj rﬂ@&x} back /*YF?M
200z T remenpor m____}np
A trlp to Ufrvmcel
Q—ﬁhlﬁﬁg I’f wahe  Tlie

besct trip. ET wag Hlv
_JEE_Jr ride e went on
'T i‘h’rE’ﬂE Times Ramﬁmf
]L'::a eoT DA TCIJ}W.-:_LE‘EJI
J_‘L f:di‘f )/Q_.A_!r The Ja s
rfde woi exilent, We. wf:f
o Tslpnd Of Adreyrtupe wex
N\y dod ondT ckredf This
Vs wicked fupl whep we
went on  The oyl oo
5.1'5[:01“_? : \J{} We {11 r J,‘i,'e_;:@._.'i:.ujf
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Continued...

times. LDJR out Tor 1 hat...
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T Joved going o
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Narrative writing contains story elements: character(s), setting, and plot with
conflict or change. The story may or may not be true; either way, the story unfolds in

continuous events and the reader enters into the world of the story, experiencing it as
it happens.

SAMPLE:

N, Turj'le, l'j:,-ﬂr:a TD Tfi:} Bf_ﬁjﬂ
The —sdnd was  batween ey Foes wher
me and oy ..__f:urHe,.,_Duq’E .ﬁ'f}';" ok of
m Car .-

CCALl .I".i;]h'f_j [E,‘f's soalc up .s-g}.mf,...;.u:-,“
T ‘]FEJJ@,;!_JH{] hdllrlo}{ vm'-:rlem I]L
was IMe \who sef up the blopkes
cet Gp -.%.faa u{'nLﬂ rela... cl” ra’jhf
letc cut to Fhe chace hepe
W d{:}h\f_‘,{‘.._. _have {:I” (;[.:{ ;/! L ﬂ{i}‘iﬂ
ofd. thLALGJI&E. ..__u.F_ _ ﬂud'ef WAL
gﬂﬁ{ir ){m -LIHG"W’ Thfh g!:-j;_g_frtg f-_r-ef“.ﬂl]f
out, don't \fg.u? Me and . well myel
wa-n{' Jd?h.!lﬂj'...dwﬂj +o _F.‘;-,J Dg,;d.e, :
N&ﬁ‘} ‘f‘hiﬂgl-..-kn.&mﬁ I EIH{LA’ a1
Lo FHE‘J‘ l ;:J'}_}' y I ‘H."!EFL.. .-Fq_r‘,ﬂ'!‘ﬁd-
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Continued...

WJIL-:_:f*, T— d'\l‘.ﬂ"]k‘ff} {I.Ehﬂ!-[ .E‘ﬂs;jﬁ,_.ma .
Oh ny. .4os ho oyt was ae.Furtle
sh E}f /! T} wds Du:fﬂwf L swear T
will _nevew bring a Fuitle
To_ .o peach AL

Functional Writing; Getting Things Done writing provides a guide to a procedure or a
process in order to get things done. Steps need to be in considerable detail so the
reader can easily follow or understand the process explained. Illustrations may be
used to guide the reader. When children write directions or process it should be
something that they are an “expert” in and have experienced or learned so that they
can teach another in written form. Examples may include: daily life skills, recipes,
craft making or game directions.

Sample to be included in next edition of this Parent Handbook
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Report of Information: Informing Others writing provides the reader with
information on a topic that the writer is an expert on or has become an expert on
through basic research of a topic they are really interested in. This writing often
takes the form of All About Books where the writer wants to teach and tell the
information that they think is valuable.

SAMPLE:

A Man of Jushice
One day there wos a fomous mon born on Jonuary
5. 929 in Aflants. Gearga. His name wos Markn
[fher King. Jr. He had one brofher and one sster.
His dod wos o minister and bis mofher was a Teacher:
Marhin bod a best friend Thof he played with avery
day. One doy They were Told That They couldn? play
Together because whie people codld only play wilh
white pecple. Black pecple could only play with black
pecple. In school. Marfin wrofe dhauf peasel The laws
were nof changing. Morfin has more work To do. He
went o college and gof his doclorafe degree. Then he
married Corefla Scoft and They Tied T change lows
When Rosa Parks gol arrested for nat giing op bere
seat on The bus. Marfin become angry. H led
sadly enough Jomes Earl Ray shot MLK Jr. ond an
bour lafer he ded on April 1. 968, 1 wil keep his
dream alive!
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Responding to Text (Literature and Information)
Responding to literature and information takes place daily. Your child is asked to
respond to what they have read and understand from their reading.

Second Grade written responses are usually done after they have read
something on their own and sometimes done after your child has listened to a teacher
read. The response needs to be organized with a beginning, middle, end and
concluding statement. In a response you may see your child:

e Retell and/ or summarize stories, information, poems, songs etc... with
connections, thoughts or questions they have from reading.

e Include vocabulary, literary language and styles that they are familiar with
e Refer to the theme or author’s message
e Interpret and or evaluate what they have read
e Reveal their thinking about a story or topic
SAMPLE: -

“"ﬁl’dﬁ"""'"'"?I"'""LJJ'{:['-.""'HLJ"' ————

L

By

S “"":"'*'!v'rm'l‘“d"'""":.ﬂ.;r sz saghe o
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What is criteria?

Teachers and students develop a set of guidelines for expected standard
performance. The guidelines are developed over a period of time aligned with the
instruction your child receives in class. Your child is given time to practice and
incorporate their newly learned skills with the help of the criteria. Once the
appropriate grade level lessons are taught and the criteria is established your child is
expected to use the criteria guidelines in their writing with ease.

SAMPLE:

Reader’s Journal Criteria
Title is written
Author’s name is written
Has the date
£, 5, Pt capitals, spaces, punctuation
Has four or more sentences
lUses details from the story
Second grade words are spelled correctly

O O o o oo g

‘Eﬂ_—_q—_“'ll-_n__ e e
'[, Narrative Criteria 1||E
Grab or hook your reader l|{

r o Has character(s) and event(s)
[II Beginning, Middle, and End :
H Good word choice 1
a Correct spelling, punctuation and t'
capitalization
o Tell what the person is thinking.
o Use details

II|
Ui
e E L L o e e e _*g
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Grade 2 Mathematics Standards

The Newport Public School’s Grade Two students receive instruction in Mathematics
using the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Standards.

NUMBER & OPERATION

= Counts and groups quantities using landmark numbers (2’s, 5’s, 10’s)

Examples: Thesary,
Mop o w450
Bista
Ways to Make 5O s fonmofan ¥ 50 Y
s + 5 e 25K W
10410 +10+10+ 645 TG0 ‘I’“M;k,@
oo -0 0o~ 52 =104 3D
3G+ 10+ 8
s 100-50
e -1 SO0
P ————— 3
288 G4 51654515 FEHS 1545
" S SRR B4 10+10+10910
= Orders and compares numbers from 0 to 199 bp s
Benchmarks: 1% quarter: to 100 o

2" quarter: to 125
3" quarter: to 150
4™ quarter: to 199

1

AR AL

1

a Qoodo000
Qoo00000000000

| Courbed out 39, then croosad out 17, Countad what was
et
Qw“,?’kw; 4@%@% 2. Coumted backwand 35, 37, 34, 38, By, 55, 32, 81, 30,
E3.2B, ET 26,25, 24, 25, 22
3. 50=10=20 B 39=-10220 BG.17+8=20

fv 8=Ted 28=-Tel2 20+ 40 w 30
20+ T m 22 20+De3D

B, Couritéd on the number Tne.
Hrartad at 18 and countad up 10738,

ot 22
I_ti.’

=7 ==

Example:

Students use manipulatives, 100’s chart, number lines, tallies and numerical relationships:
doubles, doubles-plus/minus one, two, combinations to ten/twenty to solve addition and
subtraction facts.

=4
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= Uses strategies for addition and subtraction facts and story problems

LnnDDnunnununuﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ
Counted out 28 cubes. Took away 16, Counted what was left.

2. Counted backward: 27, 26, 26, 21, 23, 22, 21, 20,19, 18,17, 16, 15, 14, 13

3 28-10=18 18-B=13
U, Counted up: 16, 17, 18, ... 26, 27, 28. Kept track of the number counted on

fingers, like this:
w184 2 25 24 2728

18 W 2 25 26
- ~ s
10 3

e Ch 21 =

Our Clasa and the Magle Pot

1. Suppose our chass fell inlo e magic pot and doubled the
mmber of people,
Hiwr mary people wold there be?

Wil obout how you couldisolve the problem. Use words,
riumbers, and pickies ko explain your hinking,

29 +29 =5,
T odded 20+20= ko

Then I add pri-
Then T acﬁe:d Pldpﬂl-ﬂhwnd +hay 1S 5p

1. MEKMMMMMMMNN 6000 GO GO
Countad them all by 1's and got 22, Counted by 2% to check.

2. Started at 12 and counted on. Eapt track of the 10 on fingers.
hL = L] 1&25' Fal

=
7 1

'S ~

3 Thought of 12 as 10 + 2,10 « 10w 20; 20 + 2 = 22,
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» Identifies number patterns in the 100 chart

Examples:

2|3/ui5(617|8

12113{14{15]156{17]18

21

22|23|24|25|26(|27|28

31

32|33|34)35]36|37138

4l

L2|U3|4L U5 U6 U7 us

31

S52|53|54|55|56/57|58

61

62|63|6U|65|66|67|68

71

F2\T3|7U|75|76|77|78

gl

B2|B3|BUiBS5|BS/B7(88

21

2193194 95|946/97|98

All the counting-by-10
numbers go down.

10

12{13[ 1415|1617

18

19

20

22|23|2u|25|26]27

28

29

30

32|33|3u|35|36|37

38

39

48

(72|73

62163|6u]65/66]67
74175176177

78

79

80

82|83|8u{85/86|87

88

89

92[93|9U[95{96|97

98

99

318

All the numbers In the 50's

are in this row.

L
¥ =

B|E

(L]
E

ABEBEEBEBE

B|R|B|E|EIE
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= Applies the concepts of equivalency in composing or decomposing numbers
(e.g., 34 =17 + 17; 34 = 29 + 5); and in expanded notation (e.g., 141 =1
hundred + 4 tens + 1 one or 141 = 100 + 40 + 1)

Benchmarks: First Quarter: to 100
Second Quarter: to 125
Third Quarter: to 175
Fourth Quarter: to 199

Examples:

E+8w

Examplag:

GE+«3a0 BB aTe
&3 =10=1 G+3 B3B3
G+ 3 =50 -5D

i
|

<
<=
“z
&

iy ok ong awwy Erem b Fpol”
o yo cof. wha £ive rghe gia PAKE
‘ﬁ""--n"“nﬁ:“""'%“"ﬁ

%
5

L
SeLAhey ravy Pour plass one
i :':“F hagre. Bl 10 Pour wﬂt
e, spiary TTE Hher bt b 5 o, o
G+ Q“]’k = 5f4+\ 2
Blats oy "
R B0 i grhr rsth
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» |dentifies, adds and subtracts coins to the value of $1.99

= Uses models to represent landmark fractions (1/2, 1/3, %)

Example:
“How many pieces did you
use to make a whole? What

fraction is each piece?”
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PATTERNS, FUNCTIONS & ALGEBRA

= |dentifies and extends patterns

A linear pattern:
The sequence 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13,... is a linear pattern that can be
represented in a table or graph. The points, when joined on a graph,
would form a straight line. This is the key feature of a linear pattern.

Non-numeric patterns:
Non-numeric patterns are patterns using objects, sounds, colors,
visual/geometric models, or other symbols.

Examples:
For one  ohden leg Z ﬂ Lyea a2 condis®
L ChicKen i2q 159 legs “vear sld © Candle
b chiden (a6 (s & legs ﬁ#m‘ eldg Condl '
W avicken 10 15 8 l2go ﬂ;;: ﬂt": Teondle
£ cheken {C-ﬁi'ﬂ;; 0 less 1@fﬂ ,1'
¢ cheken  |egC (T leg ?ﬁ‘}ﬁﬁ '5'“ HE I

* Finds the value that makes an open addition or subtraction number
sentence true

Example: 6+ __ =10
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GEOMETRY & SPATIAL SENSE

Sorts, describes and identifies shapes by various attributes

Examples:

Standards Based Student Achievement Report

|
=

Identifies the area of rectangular

arrays

Examples:

fzf/%\fé fong and

L[ e

7

Jgyika
7 7

b .
Thete is 39h The "hrP and |

30h the Belum, On fhe sides
There 1s 7 and
theve s 2 '-I|'FIE‘£

pig ond
fat F"E ]ﬁf -
* Jlf(_// 'i
“‘h'-u.J'r“-
I.nngﬂnd- Qﬁ
S Kinmy €1 yi] ifﬁ“
7 “ripg
3
I
IRy A Reclangle,
There g 7 of 1h|! thrae tikee
Therey 2 'hlg*_,,_
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» Visualizes, describes, and compares paths between two locations

Moro Allison the AnVs Paths

Allison’s route from home
to school and back home
again? Do they use trial and
error?

= Do students plan the route
successfully so there is
enough energy? Do they
find out how far each
charging station is from one
of Allison’s destinations
and use that information as
they plan her travels?

= What strategies do students
use to find the length of
the path?

Example: Allison’s Travels
* How do students plan Hewma
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MEASUREMENT

= Uses units of measure appropriately and consistently (length, time, and
temperature)

Length
Unit (accuracy): Inch (to whole inch); Foot (to whole inch); Centimeter (to whole
centimeter); Meter (to whole centimeter)

Equivalencies: 12 inches to 1 foot; 100 centimeter in 1 meter
Time
Unit (accuracy): Hour (to 15 minute intervals)

Equivalencies: 60 minutes in 1 hour

Temperature
Unit (accuracy): Degree (to 1 degree)
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DATA ANALYSIS, STATISTICS & PROBABILITY

Collects, sorts, represents and describes information

Examples:

Mosqite
IitHe bird

WALK

ont
squirtel
idec
rocoon
ot
do9

mﬂ-ﬂ $t

 EETETTTEEeTas | [ BUEjAY  Chow
Pigeenn LADYRY
FLY CARDINAL
Lit1E BirD
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PROBLEM SOLVING

= Uses mathematical reasoning and a variety of strategies to solve problems

= Communicates thinking effectively using mathematical representations and
explanations orally and in writing

Example: Eggs!
Emma lives on an egg farm. Her dad gave her two hens to raise.
One hen lays one egg every day. The second hen lays two eggs
every day. Emma sells each egg for five cents, She wants to
earn one dollar to buy a glitter pen. Emma thinks it will take one
week to earn the doller. Do you ogree with Emma? Show all your
math thinking.

T wil find 0oF hoo ma/y €95 the. hens torl |

T il do @ 2@ Gram
bASEE wﬁg eqgfarm !

henX
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Stop Argidngl

Jan, Pat and Bill ahwrys argued about whes would Bne up first, wha
would line up second ond whe would line up third to go cutside.
Their teacher told hem to find out how many different ways they
could fake turne lining up so they could make o schedule. Hew
mairy dif ferent wayd could Jon, Pat ard Bill line up?

Samples of student work for this First Grade Parent Handbook have
been used with permission from:
= |nvestigations In Data, Numbers & Space (TERC)
= John Van de Walle, Teaching Student Centered
Mathematics

Children’s work from:
= Lessons for Algebraic Thinking, Grades K-2, by Marilyn Burns

and Leyani von Rotz

Copyright © 2002 by Math Solutions Publications.
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
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SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS

Geography—

Students demonstrate an understanding of the concept of city by creating a
Visitors Guide of Newport.

;iuu,l dl\’pk 15 lr/l t
An’island is a piece of
lond 1hai i surrounded
by water
’9,\\‘\ R
4; T S e i
— J 2~
gl £o0t.
[ Focem X =
iPc\ hing
Store
A+}a/1+fc
\‘1;'.’/) :
I t
Ao Dot o M‘Yf .nhc"

@ ) Myaddres& i% Hlu Tl

Page 26 of 32



Newport Public Schools Standards Based Student Achievement Report
Parent Handbook Grade 2
History—

Students demonstrate an understanding of national symbols and landmarks by
describing their importance to our country.

)4 ‘-4, i

/li/ 9e o /\ €9l<mte.
—5 mgm‘umua -

T/ A’Y\CJQO\ w& hf)\\/c ECL \\.
ﬂVWJJVTA'tQJ‘ IY]D{Q_ —Fhan

—
oo —yeacs-\ile }HQ‘%‘\_ a+
;+£fla@hen '

s s & Fen /e Cov "h
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SCIENCE STANDARDS

Demonstrates & applies facts & concepts of life science
e Understands all living organisms have identifiable structures and characteristics
that allow for survival.
e Understands groups of organisms show evidence of change over time.
Demonstrates & applies facts & concepts of physical science
e Understands that the motion of an object is affected by forces.
Demonstrates & applies facts & concepts of earth science
e Understands the Earth and earth materials as we know them today have
developed over long periods of time, through continual change processes.
Understanding of key vocabulary
e Demonstrates an understanding of the major science vocabulary by using key
words during classroom discussions, science notebooks, and/or written
responses.
Demonstrates understanding of big ideas through a science notebook
e Uses scientific method
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o Predicts—Makes prediction based on prior knowledge
o Observes—Draws and labels observations accurately
o Responds—Writes statement(s) connect prior knowledge with new
findings based on observations and discussions.

Example of a 2" grade science notebook
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Special Subjects
Music and Art in the Curriculum

Arts in Education are an important aspect of the growth and development of each
child into an adult who is able to have a richer understanding of his/her world. Arts
Education is not an add on or an adjunct to Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, but
rather an important and integral part of what makes a student become a
contributing member to an enlightened society. (Dr. John Ambrogi, Superintendent,
Newport Public Schools)

Music and art are such an important part of our culture and our daily lives that a
thorough, sequential study of the arts is essential for each child to develop their full
potential as a culturally aware person and as a fully developed member of our
society. (Alan Bernstein, Supervisor of the Arts, Newport Public Schools)
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In order to receive a diploma in the state of RI, all students must achieve proficiency
in a core curriculum that includes the arts. The arts are defined as music, art,
theatre and dance. A sequential and standards based curriculum in music and art are
a necessary component of the core curriculum of each student in the Newport Public
Schools so that they will have the skills and knowledge necessary for the advanced
work in the upper grades leading to proficiency.

Music
Students wishing to use MUSIC to demonstrate proficiency in the Fine Arts Standard,
as required by the Rhode Island Board of Regents, must demonstrate by performance
and/or portfolio of evidence, achievement from at least two of the following
domains: Performing, Creating and Responding. One of the two domains must be
Performing. Students do not have to achieve proficiency in all three areas, but must
achieve the Proficient standard or higher in enough areas to balance any below
standard areas. Proficiency must be demonstrated by a body of evidence, not a single
assignment or activity.

Visual Arts
Students wishing to use the VISUAL ARTS to demonstrate proficiency in the Fine Arts
Standard, as required by the Rhode Island Board of Regents, do so by producing a
portfolio of evidence. Proficiency is determined when a student exhibits consistent
and independent performance in each benchmark of the Creating and Responding
assessment rubric. Proficiency must be demonstrated by a body of evidence, not a
single assignment or activity.

Opportunities To Learn

General Music and Art Instruction
General Music and art classes are included in each child’s core curriculum through
grades k-5. Instruction is given by highly qualified specialists in music and art and is
scheduled as part of their curricular instruction. Students in k-5 receive one forty-
minute lesson per week. Grades 6-8 receive more intensive instruction at Thompson
Middle School. At Rogers High School students will choose their proficiency path
(music, art, theatre or dance) and provide evidence of proficiency through curricular
work and community based arts learning.

Performing Music
Students are encouraged to participate in the performing music programs offered in
the Newport Public Schools and in the community. Performance is a necessary
domain for demonstration of proficiency in music and active participation in school
and community ensembles will provide excellent opportunities for students to develop
these skills.

Following are the performing opportunities available for students in the Newport
Public Schools:
e Chorus is available to all students in grades 3-5. Chorus meets once per week
for 40 minutes.
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e String instrument class (violin, viola, cello and bass) is available to all students
in grades 4-5. String class meets once per week for 40 minutes.
e Band instrument class is available to all students in grade 5. Band class meets
two times per week for 40 minutes per class.

Performing classes are pull-out instruction and are provided during the curricular day.
All efforts are made to schedule these classes with a minimum of disruption to the
classroom schedule.

Assessment in Music
Students are assessed in the domains that they will eventually demonstrate
proficiency. In music those domains are Creating, Performing and Responding.
Students will have the opportunity to develop their skills in these three domains
through their experiences in general music and the performing groups. Following are
descriptions of the three domains for music assessment:

Performing
e Performing alone or with others a varied repertoire of music, including music of
diverse genres using appropriate expression and technical accuracy
e Development of solo, small and large ensemble skills

Creating
e Improvising melodies, variations and accompaniments
e Composing and/or arranging music within specified guidelines

Responding
e Listening to, analyzing and describing music
e Evaluating music and musical performances
e Understanding relationships between music, the other arts and disciplines
outside the arts
e Understanding music in relation to history and culture

Assessment in Art
In art those domains are Creating and Responding. Students will have the opportunity
to develop their skills in these two domains through their experiences in art class.
Following are descriptions of the two domains for art assessment:

Creating
e Engaging in self or group expression by creating original artwork and
interpreting works of art
e Developing the ability to communicate in the language of art forms through the
use of materials, tools and techniques
e Making connections between the visual arts and other disciplines

Responding
e Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols and ideas
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e Understanding the relationships within personal, social, cultural and historical
contexts
e Making connections between the visual arts and other disciplines

Links
You may access the following links for more information regarding curriculum,
standards and proficiency in the arts:

e Rl Learning Arts Network http://www.riartslearning.net/proficiency/
e Arts in the Newport Schools
http://www.newportrischools.org/arts/Welcome.html

Library
The Newport Public School Elementary Library Media Center’s role is integral to the

learning and teaching of all students. The major outcomes are to improve student
achievement and enhance critical thinking skills. These will be accomplished through
collaboration with classroom teachers, information literacy skills and access to
resources, print and non-print, for teachers, students and families.

Definition of Information Literacy

The American Library Association defines information literacy as a set of abilities
requiring individuals to "recognize when information is needed and have the ability to
locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information.” The ALA also states,
“Information literacy forms the basis for lifelong learning. It is common to all
disciplines, to all learning environments, and to all levels of education. It enables
learners to master content and extend their investigations, become more self-
directed, and assume greater control over their own learning.”

Mission

The mission of the K-5 Information Literacy Skills curriculum is to facilitate
opportunities that integrate information literacy skills into learning activities, while
fostering a love of reading.

Curriculum—The library Media curriculum has benchmarks aligned with the following:

National Standards for Information Literacy (Information Power: Nine Information
Literacy Standards for Student Learning) (http://www.ala.org/aasl/ip_nine.html)

State Standards for Information Literacy

Articulation of National and State Standards for Information Literacy

AASL Position Statement on Information Literacy

“*All available at: http://www.ri.net/RIEMA/standards/standards.html

and *The Big6/Super3 Information Literacy Model. (The "Big6™" is copyright © (1987)
Michael B. Eisenberg and Robert E. Berkowitz.) ( http://www.big6.com)
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The curriculum, along with benchmarks and standards, includes suggested resources,
instructional strategies and assessments.

Access—Library Media Center’s availability is based on Library Media Specialist
schedule. All schools have at least a half-time Library Media Specialist. The schedules
are mostly fixed with a few flexible periods. The fixed classes are once a week for 40
minutes. During this time students will check in their books, have a mini lesson and
check out new books. Flexed periods are used in collaboration with classroom
teachers for special projects and technology.

Assessment—K-2 students are assessed through informal observation, respectful
listening checklist, response to literature checklist, and verbal assessment.

3-5 Students are assessed through end product evaluations (projects, reports,
presentations), observation, quizzes and tests, and checklists.

Physical and Health Education

Physical Education/Health Education provides all students with the opportunities to
develop skills and habits that promote lifelong fitness and wellness. Students will
actively participate in an environment, which encourages lifelong responsibility to
physical activity and healthy behaviors.

Curriculum—The Physical Education curriculum for the primary grades (K, 1, 2) will
involve basic skills and fitness activities. Basic skills include: Body Awareness, loco
motor movements (running, skipping, jumping, hopping etc.), non-loco motor
movements (twisting, turning, bending etc.), manipulative skills (ball handling, bean
bags) and rhythmic activities.

The Physical Education curriculum for the upper elementary grades (3,4,5) applies the
basic skills to a variety of games, team sports, individual sports, and fitness activities.
In the Physical Education setting students are expected to demonstrate continuous
progress toward mature motor patterns, while developing the ability to identify the
critical elements for basic loco motor, non-loco motor, and selected manipulative
skills. Students are also expected to develop an awareness of the enjoyment one
experiences during physical activity and to identify the health-related benefits of
exercise. The student is expected to achieve these goals while recognizing individual
similarities and differences in the Physical Education setting.

The Health Education curriculum will provide students with the skills to recognize
healthy behaviors to promote a lifelong healthy lifestyle. Students will participate in
learning activities, which include but are not limited to: safety, nutrition, body
awareness, environmental health, personal health, disease prevention, and decision-
making.
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