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We have	only	a	few	weeks	of	school	left	in	this	semester,	and	this	is	an	optimal
time	for	us	to	finish	strong.	Every	day	of	instruction	counts	right	now.	Lessons
are	 being	 completed,	 skills	 are	 being	 solidified,	 and	 students	 are	 showing
what	 they	 have	 learned.	 That	 is	 why	 I	 am	 asking	 all	 of	 us	 to	maximize	 our
instruction	and	our	attendance.

For our	 students,	 being	 in	 class	 matters.	 Every	 day	 you	 are	 here,	 you	 are
growing,	learning,	and	building	the	future	you	deserve.	For	our	families,	thank
you	for	getting	your	children	to	school	each	morning,	and	please	reach	out	to
us	if	there	is	anything	we	can	do	to	help	remove	a	barrier.	For	our	educators
and	 staff,	 thank	 you	 for	 the	 care,	 creativity,	 and	 energy	 you	 bring	 to	 our
classrooms	every	day.	Let	us	make	these	remaining	weeks	count.

This is	where	Ganas	comes	in.	As	we	say,	all	we	need	is	ganas:	the	desire,	the
heart,	and	the	determination	to	keep	going	when	the	finish	line	is	in	sight.	Our
students	 have	 already	 shown	us	what	 they	 can	do.	Now	 is	 the	 time	 to	 finish
what	we	started,	together.	¡Sí	se	puede!

Thank you	for	everything	you	do	for	our	students.	Let's	make	every	day	count
between	now	and	Christmas	break.

Best,

Matt
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Bernalillo Public Schools  
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THE DISTRICT 
Bernalillo Public Schools 

From The Superintendent’s Desk

560 S. Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo, NM 87004 

N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 6  

Finishing the	Semester	with	Ganas

Dear BPS	Community,

As we	move	 into	 the	 final	weeks	 of	 the	 semester,	 I	want	 to
pause	and	thank	you:	our	students,	 families,	 teachers,	staff,
and	 the	 communities	 we	 are	 proud	 to	 serve.	 Your
commitment	is	what	makes	Bernalillo	Public	Schools	strong.



Around here,	we	know	how	an	acequia	works.	Nobody	owns	the	water	alone.	The	mayordomo
doesn't	clean	the	ditch	by	himself.	Every	family	shows	up	for	the	limpia	with	a	shovel,	because	if
one	stretch	 is	 clogged,	everybody	downstream	goes	dry.	Our	schools	are	no	different.	We	will
only	reach	our	potential	when	this	whole	community	comes	together	and	works	the	ditch	side
by	side.

Our people	 come	 from	 traditions	 of	 stewardship.	Whether	 it's	 families	 who	 have	 shared	 the
water	 for	generations	or	communities	who	have	cared	 for	 this	 land	 for	countless	generations
before	us,	we	were	all	taught	to	look	after	what	we've	been	given	so	it	can	be	passed	on	better
than	we	found	it.	Our	children	are	the	next	thing	we	have	been	trusted	to	tend.

As a	school	system,	we	have	transformed	ourselves,	not	to	forget	our	history	and	tradition	but	to
live	up	to	it.	We	have	not	always	honored	the	strength	and	resilience	of	this	community,	and	as	a
board,	 we	 chose	 to	 change	 that.	 Our	 schools	must	 rise	 to	 the	 beauty	 of	 the	 community	 they
serve.	A	good	rancher's	 first	 loyalty	 is	 to	 the	herd,	 and	ours	 is	 to	our	 students.	 If	 the	 fence	 is
down,	you	mend	it,	no	matter	how	long	it's	stood.	Change	is	uncomfortable,	like	breaking	in	new
boots,	but	it	beats	walking	around	with	a	blister	for	twenty	years.

The scores	 are	 climbing,	which	 tells	 us	 clear	 expectations	 and	 real	 support	 are	working.	We
have	made	this	happen,	and	we'll	keep	listening	and	keep	working	alongside	our	educators.	The
water	is	flowing.	Let's	keep	it	going.

Best regards,

Paul

The Bernalillo Public Schools Board of Education Paul Madrid, President, District 5 
Cordy Chavez, Vice-President, District 4 

Christine Suina, Secretary, District 1 
Mike Archibeque, Member, District 3 

John Gurule, Member, District 2 
Personal Use of Electronic Communication Devices by Students, J-3150

Adopted by the BPS School Board: 28 MARCH 2024
English

https://5il.co/2t8ej
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Message from School Board President, Paul Madrid 

Y
our paragraph text

Dear BPS	Community-

Folks, our	 community	 trusts	 this	 school	 board	 to	 make	 sure	 every
classroom	 delivers	 a	 good	 education.	 For	 twenty	 years,	 the	 results	 just
weren't	where	they	ought	to	be,	and	we	decided	not	to	keep	admiring	the
problem.	We	started	holding	ourselves	to	a	clear	standard,	and	some	have
called	 that	 disrespectful.	 That's	 not	 how	 it's	meant.	We	 value	 every	 year
our	teachers	have	given,	and	we're	grateful	for	each	one.

https://5il.co/2t8ej


 

 

Harvest Festival 
Our Harvest Event was a wonderful success! 🌽
🍂 It was a beautiful opportunity to bring our

community together, celebrate the season, share
smiles and laughter, and create lasting

memories. We are incredibly grateful to
everyone who participated, volunteered, and

helped make this event so special. Thank you for
making our Harvest Event a celebration to

remember!





2026 Midnight in Rio
 Homecoming Parade



2026 Midnight in Rio 
Homecoming Parade



Algodones Elementary
Algodones Elementary School: Small Moves, BIG Impact!

October has been a month filled with celebrations, student achievements, teamwork, and Mustang
pride at Algodones Elementary School! From the cross-country trails to our classrooms, our Mustangs
continue to demonstrate that small moves really do lead to BIG accomplishments. As we continue
"Charting Our Course to Excellence," our students and staff are embracing opportunities to grow
academically, build character, and strengthen our school community.

Our Kindergarten through third-grade cross-country runners wrapped up an incredible season,
demonstrating perseverance, determination, and outstanding sportsmanship. Throughout the
season, our young athletes improved their times, encouraged their teammates, and learned the
importance of never giving up. We were especially proud of our second- and third-grade boys, who
earned a team award at the championship meet! We celebrated our runners with a spaghetti banquet,
recognizing their hard work and growth. A special thank-you goes to Nurse Amanda, who prepared
spaghetti for nearly 100 people! Watching our youngest athletes cross the finish line with
determination and pride was a wonderful reminder that success isn't always about winning, but about
giving your very best effort.

Inside our classrooms, academic excellence remains at the forefront of everything we do. Our teachers
continue to use assessment data to identify student needs, strengthen instruction, and provide
targeted interventions. Our second- and third-grade departmentalized classrooms are creating
focused learning opportunities in literacy and mathematics. One example of intentional instruction
comes from second-grade teacher Mr. Jaramillo, who analyzed academic vocabulary across iMSSA
practice assessments, SAVVAS, and Amira Math to identify common mathematical language. By
incorporating this vocabulary into daily instruction, he is giving his second graders a head start as
they prepare for third grade. These thoughtful instructional decisions demonstrate how small changes
in teaching practices can have a lasting impact on student success.

October also brought plenty of excitement to our cafeteria as we celebrated National School Lunch
Week with an "Under the Big Top" circus theme! Our cafeteria staff transformed lunchtime into a
colorful celebration while helping students learn about nutrition and healthy food choices. The
decorations, activities, and enthusiasm created a memorable experience for our Mustangs and
reminded everyone that learning opportunities extend well beyond the classroom.
We also celebrated our students during our first-quarter Glow Up Awards Assembly, recognizing
academic achievement, growth, attendance, and positive character. Our schoolwide commitment to
"Stay the Course" continues to encourage students to persevere through challenges, celebrate their
progress, and take responsibility for their learning. Through Capturing Kids' Hearts and our
Leadworthy character lessons, students are learning that kindness, responsibility, and perseverance
are just as important as academic success.
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Algodones Elementary

Our Mustang family also came together in a special way during October by wearing pink in recognition
of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. This cause is especially meaningful to our school community, as
one of our own Mustang family members is currently battling cancer. Students and staff proudly wore
pink to show their love, encouragement, and support, while recognizing the many families who have
been impacted by cancer. It was a powerful reminder that being part of the Mustang family means
showing up for one another, especially during difficult times. Even our youngest learners are
discovering that small acts of compassion can make a tremendous difference.

School spirit has also been running high as our Mustangs celebrate Bernalillo High School
Homecoming! Students and staff are participating in themed dress-up days and preparing to show
their Mustang and Spartan pride during the Homecoming Parade. Our staff members have worked
together to create a special Homecoming float, making this celebration another wonderful example of
collaboration and community spirit. We love reminding our students that they are the future Spartans
of Bernalillo High School. After all, every Spartan needs a Mustang!

As October comes to a close, we are looking forward to celebrating Red Ribbon Week, encouraging
students to make healthy choices, build positive relationships, and take responsibility for their
actions. We are also preparing for our annual Mustang Fall Fest on October 28, an evening designed to
bring our families and community together. With Trunk-or-Treat, food trucks, telescopes, and
hands-on experiences provided by Explora, we are excited to create another memorable evening for
our Mustang families.

We are also excited to welcome Mary Katherine Davey back to the Algodones family as a part-time
special education teacher, shared with Santo Domingo Elementary. We anticipate her arrival in
November and look forward to the experience and dedication she will bring to our students. Our staff
continues to demonstrate remarkable flexibility, collaboration, and commitment as we strengthen
student supports and ensure every child has opportunities to succeed.

At Algodones Elementary, we are proud of the progress we are making and the school community we
continue to build. Whether our students are mastering a new academic skill, crossing a finish line,
demonstrating kindness, or overcoming a challenge, every accomplishment matters. Our dedicated
staff, supportive families, and incredible students remind us daily that excellence isn't achieved
through one giant leap, but through consistent effort, meaningful relationships, and a shared
commitment to growth.
We may be a small school, but we are making a BIG impact! Together, we will continue charting our
course to excellence, one small move at a time.
Stay the Course, Mustangs!
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Bernalillo Elementary School
October 2026 Highlights — Lil’ Spartans Learning, Leading, and Celebrating!

October was an exciting month at Bernalillo Elementary School, filled with cultural celebrations, student learning
experiences, family engagement, and school spirit! Our Lil’ Spartans continued to demonstrate pride in their
school while embracing opportunities to learn, grow, and celebrate their diverse community.
🎈  Balloon Aloft Celebration
We kicked off October with a wonderful Balloon Aloft experience! Our students enjoyed the excitement of seeing
hot air balloons and experiencing a special New Mexico tradition. A heartfelt thank-you to Dr. Marr for helping
make this memorable experience possible for our Lil’ Spartans.
📚 Student Learning and Family Engagement
October brought opportunities to strengthen our school-home partnerships through Parent-Teacher Conferences
on October 9. Families and teachers connected to celebrate student accomplishments, discuss academic progress,
and establish goals for continued growth.
Our students also participated in remote learning on October 8, demonstrating responsibility and flexibility in
their learning.
🌎 Celebrating Culture and Heritage
Throughout October, BES recognized the importance of
cultural identity, diversity, and community. We celebrated
Indigenous Peoples’ Day and recognized the conclusion of
Hispanic Heritage Month, emphasizing respect, belonging, and
appreciation for the rich cultural traditions represented in our
school.
On October 20, our school hosted Katishtya Cultural Day,
providing students with meaningful opportunities to learn
about traditional practices, cultural knowledge, and the
importance of honoring the heritage of our community. We are
grateful to the cultural representatives and everyone who
helped make this experience possible.

🦖 Fourth-Grade Science Adventure
On October 16, our fourth-grade students enjoyed an educational field trip to the New Mexico Museum of Natural
History and Science. This hands-on learning opportunity allowed students to explore science, history, and the
natural world beyond the classroom.
❤️ Lil’ Spartan School Spirit and Homecoming
Our Lil’ Spartans proudly participated in the district's Homecoming festivities on October 22! Students and staff
came together to celebrate Spartan pride through the Homecoming Parade and our school float. Thank you to the
dedicated staff, students, and families who contributed their time, creativity, and support to make our
participation a success.
📈 Growing Together Through Instructional Excellence
Behind the scenes, our teachers continued strengthening instruction through professional learning communities,
Kagan cooperative learning strategies, high-quality instructional materials, and ongoing review of student
achievement data.
Our focus remains on providing targeted interventions, strengthening literacy and mathematics instruction, and
ensuring that every Lil’ Spartan receives the support and opportunities needed to succeed.
A Month of Spartan Pride!
October reminded us that Bernalillo Elementary is more than a school—it is a community where students learn,
lead, belong, and grow. We are proud of our students, grateful for our dedicated staff, and appreciative of the
families and community partners who make these experiences possible.
Once a Spartan, Always a Spartan! 



Our Cochiti Elementary and Middle School eighth graders had another exciting opportunity to visit Bernalillo
High School (BHS), this time to experience the energy and excitement of a high school pep rally! From the
school spirit and enthusiastic cheers to the excitement of students coming together, our Cougars got a
firsthand look at some of the fun and memorable experiences that await them in high school. Although our
visit was short, it was a wonderful opportunity for our students to begin envisioning themselves as future
Spartans!

As we continue preparing our eighth graders for their transition to high school, we want to provide meaningful
opportunities for them to explore and experience all the amazing things BHS has to offer. These visits help
build excitement, strengthen connections, and remind our students of the many opportunities ahead of them.
We are so proud of our Cougars and look forward to continuing to support them as they prepare for this
exciting next chapter.

Lady Cougars Finish Strong! What a Season!

What an incredible way to wrap up our volleyball season! Our Lady Cougars finished strong and brought home
a WIN at the Flying Hands Tournament! Throughout the season, our girls demonstrated determination,
teamwork, perseverance, and outstanding sportsmanship. They worked hard, supported one another, and,
most importantly, had a whole lot of fun along the way! We couldn't be prouder of the growth, dedication, and
Cougar pride they showed on and off the court. Outstanding job, ladies! WOOHOO!
Thank you to our wonderful school community for coming out to cheer on our Lady Cougars! It was amazing to
see so many students, families, and supporters in the stands, celebrating and encouraging our athletes. Your
support means so much and reminds us just how special our Cochiti community truly is. Congratulations to
our Lady Cougars on a fantastic season! You made us proud, and we cannot wait to see what you accomplish
next! GO COUGARS!

Celebrating Our Cougars: Student Awards & Special Recognition!

What an exciting week at Cochiti Elementary and Middle School! We had a wonderful time celebrating our students at our Student Awards
Assembly, recognizing their accomplishments, outstanding attendance, and commitment to our Cougar Creed. We also welcomed visitors
from Calvert School through our World Leadership School partnership. Of course, we couldn't let them visit without a little Cougar fun!
Our students challenged our guests to a lively game of musical chairs, filling the room with laughter, excitement, and friendly
competition. It was a fantastic way to celebrate and build connections!

One highlight of our assembly was recognizing students who consistently demonstrate the values of our
Cougar Creed through their actions, kindness, and leadership. From this outstanding group, we selected one
student for our district's Student of the Month recognition. We are thrilled to announce that Derek, one of our
amazing eighth graders, was named Student of the Month for the entire Bernalillo Public Schools district!
What an incredible honor that reflects his outstanding character and commitment to our school community.

Congratulations to Derek and all our Cougar award recipients! We are so proud of your accomplishments and
the positive examples you set for others. Keep shining, Cougars!

Cochiti Schools
A Glimpse into High School: Our 8th Graders Visit BHS!
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Cochiti Schools 
POG Focus: Creativity, Identity & Cougar Pride on Display
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Our Cochiti Cougars recently had a very special opportunity to use their creativity, culture, and identity to create something
that will travel throughout Bernalillo Public Schools!

As part of a districtwide project, students from each school have been invited to create traveling trophies that are presented
during School Board meetings. These unique pieces will be given to district award recipients and then continue traveling to
future honorees. This time, it was Cochiti Elementary and Middle School’s turn to create! Students were challenged to create
something that represented themselves, their community, their culture, and their school. Our young artists took that
challenge and turned their ideas into beautiful, meaningful works of art. The finished pieces were truly breathtaking.

This project was also a wonderful example of our Bernalillo Public Schools Portrait of a Graduate focus: Adaptable &
Productive. Our students were given a challenge and an authentic purpose for their work. They had to develop an idea, make
decisions, adjust along the way, use the materials available to them, and work toward a finished product that would represent
our school beyond our campus. They demonstrated that being adaptable and productive is something our Cougars can put into
action. Together, their work beautifully captured the many things that make Cochiti Elementary and Middle School special.

Even Superintendent Montaño was presented with one of the student-created pieces to keep! As these trophies travel
throughout our district, they will carry something very special with them: the creativity, identity, culture, and Cougar pride of
our students. We are incredibly proud of our young artists for showing us what it means to be Adaptable & Productive while
creating something that is authentically their own. Our Cougars created with purpose, represented with pride, and showed our
district just what they can do! 

A Night Under the Stars: Science, Smiles, and Community Fun!

What an incredible evening at Cochiti Schools! This week's
Stargazing Event was a wonderful celebration of science,
exploration, and community, bringing our students, families, and
staff together for a night filled with excitement, laughter, and
unforgettable memories!
There was something for everyone to enjoy! From exploring the
wonders of space in the AstroLab to participating in hands-on
activities and enjoying our festive Trunk or Treat, the evening was
filled with opportunities for learning, discovery, and fun. Our
young scientists had the chance to spark their curiosity, explore
new ideas, and experience how exciting science can be beyond the
classroom.

One of the most special parts of the evening was seeing our school
community come together. Families filled our campus, students
eagerly explored the activities, and smiles and laughter could be
found everywhere. It was wonderful to see so many people
enjoying time together, making memories, and celebrating the joy
of learning.

Events like these remind us that our school is more than a place to
learn. It is a community where relationships grow, curiosity
thrives, and families come together. We are incredibly grateful to
our staff, volunteers, community partners, and families who
helped make this event such a success. Thank you to everyone who
joined us and helped create such a memorable evening. Seeing our
community come out, participate, and have so much fun was truly
the highlight of the night! The stars were shining, but our Cochiti
Cougars and families shined even brighter!



We have spirit, yes we do, we have spirit, how about you? 

 Though the results have not been released just yet, we are
confident that the judges loved our Midnight In Rio themed float
for the Bernalillo Public Schools homecoming parade.  Our amazing
school community worked hours creating a special float, complete
with a sparkling waterfall, numerous real life palm trees, beautiful
student artwork, and the star of the float, our students dressed
colorfully as birds from Rio.  We were certainly a beautiful site to
see.  We want to thank everyone involved for their hard work and
commitment to making our float the best in the parade!

To support NM PreK standards  (EI#2.1a: Fine Motor, 5.2: Follows
Directions, 6.1: Conversational Ability, 8.3: Writing ), the change of
seasons, time with amazing families, and in preparation for our
upcoming theme, Farm to Table, our students recently visited the
Galloping Goat Pumpkin Patch on a field trip. 

In preparation for the family involvement event, students learned
what to expect at this pumpkin patch.  Students were encouraged
to have conversations with their families on this field trip. 
Included in these conversations were topics about animals, about
Fall, about the fun activities students would get to engage in, and
about steps taken to get the pumpkins to the pumpkin patch for
families to take home to enjoy.  As always, this event was a great
time!

La Escuelita Preschool
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Placitas Elementary School wrapped up the first quarter with a special Spotlight Assembly,
celebrating students who demonstrate what it truly means to be a Panther! Students were
recognized for showing kindness, respect, responsibility, perseverance, and other positive
character traits that make our school such a wonderful place to learn and grow. We also celebrated
our Perfect Attendance winners and enjoyed musical performances by our kindergarten and 7th-
grade students!

Adding to the excitement, we officially launched our new schoolwide positive behavior
recognition program, "SHOW US YOUR P.A.W.S.!" 🐾

At Placitas, P.A.W.S. stands for Positive Choices, Act Responsibly, Work Hard, and Show Respect.
Through this program, students are recognized with PAWS tickets for demonstrating these
expectations throughout the school day, with opportunities to win fun prizes!
We were excited to celebrate our very first PAWS ticket winners this week! These Panthers are
already leading by example and showing us what positive Panther behavior looks like!
At Placitas, we believe that celebrating positive choices helps create a school culture where
students feel valued, encouraged, and motivated to do their best.
Way to go, Panthers! Keep showing us your P.A.W.S.! 
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Placitas Schools
🐾 Placitas Panthers Celebrate Quarter 1 and Show Their P.A.W.S.!



November 2026 P a g e  1 4  

Santo Domingo Schools 
Santo Domingo Students Kick off Supercomputing Challenge 2026!

Seven students from Santo Domingo participated in the New Mexico Supercomputing Challenge Kick-Off
conference held October 10-11 at New Mexico Tech in Socorro.  The two-day conference marked the beginning of
the 26/27 Supercomputing Challenge season providing students with valuable opportunities to explore
computational Science, programming, artificial intelligence, and Science research.  The conference introduced
important skills that will help them develop their research projects with real-world problems and develop
innovative solutions.   Thank you to Mr. Sayat, our STEAM Teacher and Ms. Abeita, our Registrar for accompanying
them on this exciting field trip!

Santo Domingo ES/MS are proud to recognize two extraordinary educators who go above and beyond for our school
community for the month of September!  
Our Teacher of the Month is Alicia Barreras, our art teacher! Not
only does Mrs. Barreras helps students explore their creativity
through art, she also shows her dedication to our school through
the amazing things she does outside of teaching and that is why
we were excited to celebrate her. .

Our Staff Member of the Month is Stephanie Hubley, our MLSS
and Testing Coordinator and Reading Interventionist! Mrs.
Hubley plays an important role in supporting student learning
and success. Through her work coordinating MLSS and testing, as
well as providing reading intervention, she helps ensure that
students receive the support and resources they need to grow
academically.
We are grateful to both Alicia Barreras and Stephanie Hubley for
the important roles they play in our school community. Their
hard work, commitment, and dedication to our students make a
difference every day.
Making Their Mark……
Our Little Trojans made their mark at The Traditions Run which
took place in San Felipe on Saturday, October 10th. Our 4th and
5th grade ladies took first place with 3 runners in the top ten, and
our boys had 4 runners place in the top ten. 

Our MS Trojan Cross-Country team also made their mark on
Saturday October 10th. Our ladies took
2nd place, finishing behind Cuba, and our boys took 3rd place,
finishing behind Jemez
and Socorro. 
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Spartan Learning Academy

During the week of 10/26/2026, students participated in a hands-on cultural and culinary
experience where they will work in small teams to prepare their own traditional Mexican Pan
de Muerto. This activity gives students the opportunity to learn about Día de los Muertos
traditions while using Spanish in a meaningful and engaging context.

In October, Student Council held a community service project for the New Mexico Dream
Center. The mission of NMDC is to provide a comprehensive strategic approach to addressing
human trafficking in New Mexico through prevention activities, outreach to victims, services
for survivors, and a support system that empowers clients in their self-determination. We will
be collecting socks throughout the entire month of October, and of course, we're going to have
a little friendly competition between homerooms!

SLA students embrace a global perspective through field trips taken in October. Students attended A Feast
Day at SFIS on Indigenous Peoples Day, honoring the history and traditions of the pueblo people.

Ms. Silverman and Ms. Sandoval's art and Santa Fe Keres classes visited the Museum of Indian Art and
Culture in Santa Fe.

MESA students also attended the National Museum of Nuclear Science & History, where they explored
how information becomes useful intelligence. Students came face-to-face with exhibits about spies,
gadget-makers, scientists, and engineers, and tried their hand at code-cracking activities.
On October 23, we celebrated our outstanding honor roll students. A total of 170 students earned a place
on the Quarter 1 honor roll.
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WD Carroll Elementary
W.D. Carroll Elementary Celebrates Student Success!

W.D. Carroll Elementary School held its first Character Counts Assembly of the school
year, celebrating students for their outstanding character and academic growth! Students
from each grade level were recognized for demonstrating respect, kindness, and
responsibility in their daily interactions. Additionally, students were celebrated for
making progress in reading, writing, and Lectura for our dual-language learners.

We are incredibly proud of our Coyotes for their hard work, positive attitudes, and
commitment to learning. It was a wonderful opportunity to recognize their
accomplishments and celebrate their success as a school community. Way to go, Coyotes!

W.D. Carroll Elementary Celebrates National School Lunch Week! 🎪

Our Coyotes	 had	 a	 circus	 of	 fun	 celebrating	 National	 School	 Lunch	Week!	 Students	were
welcomed	 into	 a	 cafeteria	 transformed	 into	 a	 colorful	 circus,	 complete	 with	 festive
decorations	 and	 fun	 menu	 items	 like	 pretzels,	 burgers,	 and	 popcorn!	 The	 special
celebration	 brought	 excitement	 and	 smiles	 to	 lunchtime,	 giving	 students	 a	 unique	 and
memorable	dining	experience.

A special thank-you to our amazing cafeteria team for bringing the circus to Carroll and
creating such a fun experience for our students. We love seeing our Coyotes enjoy moments
that make their school day extra special! 



The Spirit of Outstanding Service Award 

Student of the Month
Derek Calabaza

Sponsored by Circle B Ranch

Admin of the Month
Anthony Jaramillo

Sponsored by MA Strategies

If you would like to nominate a BPS employee for the Spirit of
Outstanding Service award, please complete the nomination form using
the QR code or  web address below.  Thank you.

http://bit.ly/3YJbpqi 
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Instructional Support
 of the Month
Kylie Patton

Sponsored by J&M Printing

Operational Support
 of the Month
Steve Duran

Sponsored by Wire Nut Electric

Teacher of the Month
Crystal D’Andrea

Sponsored by Superintendent Montaño

http://bit.ly/3YJbpqi
http://bit.ly/3YJbpqi
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Superintendent’s Advisory Committees
Be a part of the Superintendent’s Advisory Committees!
We’re looking for Teachers, Parents and Students, who
want to share ideas, provide feedback, and help shape
the future of our schools.

Join the Teacher Advisory, Parent Advisory, or Student
Advisory Committee and make  your voice heard. Scan
the QR code to apply today! 

Teacher Advisory Parent Advisory Student Advisory

These committees meet monthly and play a key role in shaping
district priorities by providing input on important initiatives,
programs, and policies. It’s a meaningful way to stay informed, ask
questions, and make a difference for our students. 

If you would like to nominate a BPS employee for the Spirit
of Outstanding Service award, please complete the

nomination form using the QR code or web address below.
Thank you. 

Spirit of  Outstanding Service Link

November 2026

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/01a035678d577e61afcf5a1fe3f10be4
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/01a0356b47ae71eab8138b7e181d1a87
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/01a0355dbf157b4ca3a2b2dad56bdb6b
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/1a241b8cbdca48f8b25dde41ea3ff84e
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/1a241b8cbdca48f8b25dde41ea3ff84e
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/1a241b8cbdca48f8b25dde41ea3ff84e


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08 09 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 01 02 03 04 05

NOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBER11 2026

BHS NATIONAL
HONORS SOCIETY

INDUCTION
CEREMONY

NJHS
ROADRUNNER

FOOD
DISTRIBUTION
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ALL bags and backpacks MUST BE
CLEAR to  enter the event. Failure to

comply may result in denied entry.

Reminder- If you need to report a bullying occurence, there is a link on our
home page of our website 

We appreciate your cooperation.

ALL EVENTS hosted on Bernalillo
Public Schools property- including but
not limited to sporting events, festivals,
performances, and concerts- follow the

clear bag policy.  

As of October 1  2025 THE DISTRICT st

of Bernalillo Public Schools requires that 
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	From The Superintendent’s Desk
	We have only a few weeks of school left in this semester, and this is an optimal time for us to finish strong. Every day of instruction counts right now. Lessons are being completed, skills are being solidified, and students are showing what they have learned. That is why I am asking all of us to maximize our instruction and our attendance.
	For our students, being in class matters. Every day you are here, you are growing, learning, and building the future you deserve. For our families, thank you for getting your children to school each morning, and please reach out to us if there is anything we can do to help remove a barrier. For our educators and staff, thank you for the care, creativity, and energy you bring to our classrooms every day. Let us make these remaining weeks count.
	This is where Ganas comes in. As we say, all we need is ganas: the desire, the heart, and the determination to keep going when the finish line is in sight. Our students have already shown us what they can do. Now is the time to finish what we started, together. ¡Sí se puede!
	Thank you for everything you do for our students. Let's make every day count between now and Christmas break.
	Best,
	Matt
	Finishing the Semester with Ganas
	Dear BPS Community,
	As we move into the final weeks of the semester, I want to pause and thank you: our students, families, teachers, staff, and the communities we are proud to serve. Your commitment is what makes Bernalillo Public Schools strong.
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	Message from School Board President, Paul Madrid
	Dear BPS Community-
	Folks, our community trusts this school board to make sure every classroom delivers a good education. For twenty years, the results just weren't where they ought to be, and we decided not to keep admiring the problem. We started holding ourselves to a clear standard, and some have called that disrespectful. That's not how it's meant. We value every year our teachers have given, and we're grateful for each one.
	Around here, we know how an acequia works. Nobody owns the water alone. The mayordomo doesn't clean the ditch by himself. Every family shows up for the limpia with a shovel, because if one stretch is clogged, everybody downstream goes dry. Our schools are no different. We will only reach our potential when this whole community comes together and works the ditch side by side.
	Our people come from traditions of stewardship. Whether it's families who have shared the water for generations or communities who have cared for this land for countless generations before us, we were all taught to look after what we've been given so it can be passed on better than we found it. Our children are the next thing we have been trusted to tend.
	As a school system, we have transformed ourselves, not to forget our history and tradition but to live up to it. We have not always honored the strength and resilience of this community, and as a board, we chose to change that. Our schools must rise to the beauty of the community they serve. A good rancher's first loyalty is to the herd, and ours is to our students. If the fence is down, you mend it, no matter how long it's stood. Change is uncomfortable, like breaking in new boots, but it beats walking around with a blister for twenty years.
	The scores are climbing, which tells us clear expectations and real support are working. We have made this happen, and we'll keep listening and keep working alongside our educators. The water is flowing. Let's keep it going.
	Best regards,
	Paul
	The Bernalillo Public Schools Board of Education Paul Madrid, President, District 5
	Cordy Chavez, Vice-President, District 4
	Christine Suina, Secretary, District 1
	Mike Archibeque, Member, District 3
	John Gurule, Member, District 2
	Personal Use of Electronic Communication Devices by Students, J-3150
	Adopted by the BPS School Board: 28 MARCH 2024
	English
	https://5il.co/2t8ej



	Harvest Festival
	2026 Midnight in Rio
	Homecoming Parade
	2026 Midnight in Rio
	Homecoming Parade
	November 2026
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	Algodones Elementary
	Algodones Elementary School: Small Moves, BIG Impact!

	Algodones Elementary
	Our Mustang family also came together in a special way during October by wearing pink in recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. This cause is especially meaningful to our school community, as one of our own Mustang family members is currently battling cancer. Students and staff proudly wore pink to show their love, encouragement, and support, while recognizing the many families who have been impacted by cancer. It was a powerful reminder that being part of the Mustang family means showing up for one another, especially during difficult times. Even our youngest learners are discovering that small acts of compassion can make a tremendous difference.
	School spirit has also been running high as our Mustangs celebrate Bernalillo High School Homecoming! Students and staff are participating in themed dress-up days and preparing to show their Mustang and Spartan pride during the Homecoming Parade. Our staff members have worked together to create a special Homecoming float, making this celebration another wonderful example of collaboration and community spirit. We love reminding our students that they are the future Spartans of Bernalillo High School. After all, every Spartan needs a Mustang!
	As October comes to a close, we are looking forward to celebrating Red Ribbon Week, encouraging students to make healthy choices, build positive relationships, and take responsibility for their actions. We are also preparing for our annual Mustang Fall Fest on October 28, an evening designed to bring our families and community together. With Trunk-or-Treat, food trucks, telescopes, and hands-on experiences provided by Explora, we are excited to create another memorable evening for our Mustang families.
	We are also excited to welcome Mary Katherine Davey back to the Algodones family as a part-time special education teacher, shared with Santo Domingo Elementary. We anticipate her arrival in November and look forward to the experience and dedication she will bring to our students. Our staff continues to demonstrate remarkable flexibility, collaboration, and commitment as we strengthen student supports and ensure every child has opportunities to succeed.
	At Algodones Elementary, we are proud of the progress we are making and the school community we continue to build. Whether our students are mastering a new academic skill, crossing a finish line, demonstrating kindness, or overcoming a challenge, every accomplishment matters. Our dedicated staff, supportive families, and incredible students remind us daily that excellence isn't achieved through one giant leap, but through consistent effort, meaningful relationships, and a shared commitment to growth.
	We may be a small school, but we are making a BIG impact! Together, we will continue charting our course to excellence, one small move at a time.
	Stay the Course, Mustangs!
	November 2026
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	Bernalillo Elementary School
	October 2026 Highlights — Lil’ Spartans Learning, Leading, and Celebrating!
	November 2026
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	Cochiti Schools
	A Glimpse into High School: Our 8th Graders Visit BHS!
	Our Cochiti Elementary and Middle School eighth graders had another exciting opportunity to visit Bernalillo High School (BHS), this time to experience the energy and excitement of a high school pep rally! From the school spirit and enthusiastic cheers to the excitement of students coming together, our Cougars got a firsthand look at some of the fun and memorable experiences that await them in high school. Although our visit was short, it was a wonderful opportunity for our students to begin envisioning themselves as future Spartans!
	As we continue preparing our eighth graders for their transition to high school, we want to provide meaningful opportunities for them to explore and experience all the amazing things BHS has to offer. These visits help build excitement, strengthen connections, and remind our students of the many opportunities ahead of them. We are so proud of our Cougars and look forward to continuing to support them as they prepare for this exciting next chapter.
	Lady Cougars Finish Strong! What a Season!
	What an incredible way to wrap up our volleyball season! Our Lady Cougars finished strong and brought home a WIN at the Flying Hands Tournament! Throughout the season, our girls demonstrated determination, teamwork, perseverance, and outstanding sportsmanship. They worked hard, supported one another, and, most importantly, had a whole lot of fun along the way! We couldn't be prouder of the growth, dedication, and Cougar pride they showed on and off the court. Outstanding job, ladies! WOOHOO!
	Thank you to our wonderful school community for coming out to cheer on our Lady Cougars! It was amazing to see so many students, families, and supporters in the stands, celebrating and encouraging our athletes. Your support means so much and reminds us just how special our Cochiti community truly is. Congratulations to our Lady Cougars on a fantastic season! You made us proud, and we cannot wait to see what you accomplish next! GO COUGARS!
	Celebrating Our Cougars: Student Awards & Special Recognition!
	One highlight of our assembly was recognizing students who consistently demonstrate the values of our Cougar Creed through their actions, kindness, and leadership. From this outstanding group, we selected one student for our district's Student of the Month recognition. We are thrilled to announce that Derek, one of our amazing eighth graders, was named Student of the Month for the entire Bernalillo Public Schools district! What an incredible honor that reflects his outstanding character and commitment to our school community.
	Congratulations to Derek and all our Cougar award recipients! We are so proud of your accomplishments and the positive examples you set for others. Keep shining, Cougars!
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	Cochiti Schools
	POG Focus: Creativity, Identity & Cougar Pride on Display

	La Escuelita Preschool
	We have spirit, yes we do, we have spirit, how about you? 

	Placitas Schools
	🐾 Placitas Panthers Celebrate Quarter 1 and Show Their P.A.W.S.!
	Placitas Elementary School wrapped up the first quarter with a special Spotlight Assembly, celebrating students who demonstrate what it truly means to be a Panther! Students were recognized for showing kindness, respect, responsibility, perseverance, and other positive character traits that make our school such a wonderful place to learn and grow. We also celebrated our Perfect Attendance winners and enjoyed musical performances by our kindergarten and 7th-grade students!
	Adding to the excitement, we officially launched our new schoolwide positive behavior recognition program, "SHOW US YOUR P.A.W.S.!" 🐾
	At Placitas, P.A.W.S. stands for Positive Choices, Act Responsibly, Work Hard, and Show Respect. Through this program, students are recognized with PAWS tickets for demonstrating these expectations throughout the school day, with opportunities to win fun prizes!
	We were excited to celebrate our very first PAWS ticket winners this week! These Panthers are already leading by example and showing us what positive Panther behavior looks like!
	At Placitas, we believe that celebrating positive choices helps create a school culture where students feel valued, encouraged, and motivated to do their best.
	Way to go, Panthers! Keep showing us your P.A.W.S.!
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	Santo Domingo Schools
	Santo Domingo Students Kick off Supercomputing Challenge 2026!

	Spartan Learning Academy
	During the week of 10/26/2026, students participated in a hands-on cultural and culinary experience where they will work in small teams to prepare their own traditional Mexican Pan de Muerto. This activity gives students the opportunity to learn about Día de los Muertos traditions while using Spanish in a meaningful and engaging context.
	In October, Student Council held a community service project for the New Mexico Dream Center. The mission of NMDC is to provide a comprehensive strategic approach to addressing human trafficking in New Mexico through prevention activities, outreach to victims, services for survivors, and a support system that empowers clients in their self-determination. We will be collecting socks throughout the entire month of October, and of course, we're going to have a little friendly competition between homerooms!
	SLA students embrace a global perspective through field trips taken in October. Students attended A Feast Day at SFIS on Indigenous Peoples Day, honoring the history and traditions of the pueblo people.
	Ms. Silverman and Ms. Sandoval's art and Santa Fe Keres classes visited the Museum of Indian Art and Culture in Santa Fe.
	MESA students also attended the National Museum of Nuclear Science & History, where they explored how information becomes useful intelligence. Students came face-to-face with exhibits about spies, gadget-makers, scientists, and engineers, and tried their hand at code-cracking activities.
	On October 23, we celebrated our outstanding honor roll students. A total of 170 students earned a place on the Quarter 1 honor roll.

	WD Carroll Elementary
	W.D. Carroll Elementary Celebrates Student Success!
	W.D. Carroll Elementary School held its first Character Counts Assembly of the school year, celebrating students for their outstanding character and academic growth! Students from each grade level were recognized for demonstrating respect, kindness, and responsibility in their daily interactions. Additionally, students were celebrated for making progress in reading, writing, and Lectura for our dual-language learners.
	We are incredibly proud of our Coyotes for their hard work, positive attitudes, and commitment to learning. It was a wonderful opportunity to recognize their accomplishments and celebrate their success as a school community. Way to go, Coyotes!
	W.D. Carroll Elementary Celebrates National School Lunch Week! 🎪
	Our Coyotes had a circus of fun celebrating National School Lunch Week! Students were welcomed into a cafeteria transformed into a colorful circus, complete with festive decorations and fun menu items like pretzels, burgers, and popcorn! The special celebration brought excitement and smiles to lunchtime, giving students a unique and memorable dining experience.
	A special thank-you to our amazing cafeteria team for bringing the circus to Carroll and creating such a fun experience for our students. We love seeing our Coyotes enjoy moments that make their school day extra special!
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	The Spirit of Outstanding Service Award
	Student of the Month
	Derek Calabaza
	Sponsored by Circle B Ranch
	Admin of the Month
	Anthony Jaramillo
	Sponsored by MA Strategies
	Instructional Support
	of the Month
	Kylie Patton
	Sponsored by J&M Printing
	Operational Support
	of the Month
	Steve Duran
	Sponsored by Wire Nut Electric
	Teacher of the Month
	Crystal D’Andrea
	Sponsored by Superintendent Montaño
	http://bit.ly/3YJbpqi


	Superintendent’s Advisory Committees
	Join the Teacher Advisory, Parent Advisory, or Student Advisory Committee and make  your voice heard. Scan the QR code to apply today!
	Teacher Advisory
	Parent Advisory
	Student Advisory
	Spirit of  Outstanding Service Link
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