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From the Superintendent: Empathy Matters

Greetings, 

In this article I wanted to take the time to write about the different indicators we have in the
Portrait of a Graduate that is part of the districts Strategic Plan. In the Portrait of a Graduate,
we have included 7 indicators that we want our students to graduate with. They are as follows:

Social Emotional Intelligence
Communication Skills
Problem Solving
Critical Thinking
Financial Literacy
Collaboration – Effective Interactions
Engaged Citizen

This month I would like to start with the first one – Social Emotional Intelligence. To us having
social emotional intelligence means that we want our students to be able to demonstrate self-
awareness, empathy, resilience, and have the ability to build positive relationships. A big part
of that is empathy.

Empathy means trying to understand what someone else might be feeling or going through. It
doesn’t mean we always agree. It means we care enough to listen and try to see things from
another person’s point of view.

In today’s world, empathy matters more than ever. It’s easy for people to talk past each other.
Our students are learning that empathy builds trust and respect — two things that make
classrooms, teams, and communities stronger.

We teach empathy in everyday moments — listening before responding, working together on
projects, or helping a classmate who’s having a tough day. These small acts shape who our
students become.

Our goal is for every graduate to leave Richardton-Taylor Public Schools not just ready for
what comes next, but ready to lead with understanding and heart.

— Dr. Russ Ziegler, Superintendent
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What a busy month October was for Kindergarten at TRE!
Students finished learning their letters and sounds so they
celebrated by having an ABC fashion show. Each student
decorated a vest with things that started with their
assigned letter. Then they went into each classroom to
show their vests and recite their letters and sounds. 

Then off to the Kreb's farm to see all the farm
animals! Students were able to see and pet a variety
of animals such as goats, bunnies, chickens, horses,
and cows. We even saw some grumpy llamas and had
turkeys that wanted to follow the students around
the farm. We saw where and how the Kreb's family
milks all their cows and even got to try and milk a
pretend cow. 



It was a colorful and creative day in Mrs. Kitzan’s classroom as students celebrated their
reading of “Gooney Bird Greene” by Lois Lowry. The lively story—about a bold and imaginative
second grader who loves to stand out—has inspired young readers everywhere, and Mrs.
Kitzan’s students decided to honor Gooney Bird in the best way possible: by dressing up just
like her!

Throughout the week, Mrs. Kitzan read Gooney Bird Greene aloud to the class, sparking
laughter, curiosity, and plenty of discussion about storytelling and being yourself. Students
eagerly followed Gooney Bird’s adventures as she arrived at the new school in her mismatched
outfits and shared her “absolutely true” stories with flair and confidence.

To celebrate finishing the book, the class held a special “Gooney Bird Day.” The room came alive
with creativity—students arrived wearing wild and wonderful outfits, from pj’s to cowboy hats
to polka dots, and wigs. The classroom was a joyful sea of colors, just like Gooney Bird herself
might have worn.

Mrs. Kitzan said she was proud of her students for embracing the spirit of Gooney Bird Greene.
“This story reminds us that everyone has a story to tell, and it’s okay to be different,” she said.
“The kids really took that message to heart.”

The day ended with students sharing their own “absolutely true” stories, inspired by Gooney
Bird’s example.
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Mrs. Kitzan’s Class Brings “Gooney Bird Greene” to Life!

Above:  Finley Dassinger and Maggie Waswick are pictured with their colorful clothing.  Class picture left to right:  Axton
Schwarzwalter, Oliver Hauck, Adam Wolf, Kashlynn Hulsey, Unnamed Student, Leo Fairman, Hoyt Erdle, Aratreya Bradstreet,
Mrs. Kitzan.  Front:  William Bernhardt, Mason Hoerner, Maggie Waswick, Demrey Fridley, Isabella Christe and Finley Dassinger.  
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Fire Safety Day Sparks Excitement at TRE

Friday, October 10th, students at Taylor-Richardton Elementary got a special visit from their local
heroes — the Taylor, Richardton and Gladstone Fire Departments — in honor of National Fire
Prevention Week.  Firefighters arrived with their bright red fire trucks ready to teach students all
about fire prevention and safety.    Stations were set up to show their different equipment, safety
gear, air tanks, hoses and fire extinguishers.  Students practiced “Stop, Drop, and Roll,” they
learned how much pressure is in a fire hose and how to be safe around a fire pit.   

Firefighters also reminded everyone that being prepared can save lives.  By the end of the visit,
the students were buzzing with excitement — and a deeper understanding of how to stay safe and
how hard our fire fighters work to keep our communities safe.   The students at TRE would like to
thank the Fire Departments for taking the time to come to the school and teach them fire
prevention and for the coloring books!!
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First Grade Enjoys Flashlight Reading

Mrs. Rivinius’ first graders have been working hard since
school started earning Smart Cookies — they get a smart
cookie when showing kindness, teamwork, or great thinking.
Every time the class gets 10 Smart Cookies, they get to pick
a special reward.  

They voted for flashlight reading.  They were allowed to
bring a lovie and a blanket from home to cozy up with for
their reading practice.   The classroom turned cozy and
quiet. The lights went out, and tiny beams of light flickered
all around as the first graders crawled into reading nooks
with their books. It felt like a magical library under the stars.



                              Library Link 

Hello RTPS! This month at the TRE library we hosted our Fall Scholastic Bookfair. We were
open from Monday the 20th in the afternoon to Friday the 24th after school. Thank you to
everyone who stopped by to check it out! Be sure to keep a look out for our special Bookfair in
the spring.

This month in the library we have learned about the parts of a computer, had a lesson on
cyberbullying, had a short week were we reading There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed Some
Leaves and the upper grades played Dewey Decimal Bingo. The week of the Book fair, the
students came in to shop during their scheduled library lesson time, and the last week we
read There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Bat. 

 Our most popular books this month have been:
The Dog Man series (any and all of the books)
Owly Flying Lessons
Are You Ready to Play Outside? By Mo Willems
The Babysitters Club (Graphic Novelization)
The I Survived Series

Please don’t forget that we will have the Bookmobile visiting us from the Dickinson Area
Public Library on November 4th, so be sure to bring your Dickinson Library books back on that
day and put them in the correct bin in your classroom. Mrs. Lindsey Gullickson will oversee
the Bookmobile this month. 
 
Mrs. Fenner
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Mrs. Macks Class has Special Reader

Mrs. Macks class had Nancy Nelson come in to read as
their October guest reader. Nancy read a shine-a-light
book titled “Secrets of Our Earth” by Carron Brown,
with the help of her son Sawyer. The students enjoyed
seeing the secrets the flashlight revealed. 
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The Eyes Have It
Ms. Frank’s Anatomy class dissected eyeballs as part of learning about the nervous system. This
dissection helped students understand the structure and function of the nervous system by
allowing them to see how sensory organs connect to the brain. They observed parts including
the lens, retina, optic nerve, iris, and cornea. 

Seniors in Anatomy class:  Above:  Isabella
Yoder.  Below:  DeMonte Dominquez.

Rigo Silva,  Ian Calahan, DeMonte Dominquez, Isabella
Yoder and Sisco Sanchez,
 

Seniors:  Rigo Silva,  Ian Calahan, and Sisco Sanchez
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Excelling in Excel
Mrs. Dohrmann’s class created Lego Art in her Excel  class to learn about different cells and color.  

Third grader
Payden Rixen is
pictured with
Mrs. Macks.
Payden was the
first TRE
Superhero.

Prepping  the garden for the winterr



Scholarships
Most local scholarship applications arrive after January 1. I continue to email eligible juniors and seniors with
current opportunities. Please check school email often.
Job Shadows (Grades 10–12)
All students in grades 10–12 are encouraged to complete a job shadow. Many have already participated and report
strong, positive experiences. Meet with me any time to plan a placement that fits your interests. 

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

Jordyn Mason 
Career Advisor, Richardton-Taylor Public School 

Raider Career Advisor News

A Look Back at October 

October 15, 2025

Ourseniors were offered theopportunity to tour DSU. They visited the new Nursing Simulation Lab, met with
Admissions for a college-readiness talk, ate lunch in the cafeteria, and explored the Agriculture Building. 

October 22, 2025 — College Application Month 
Seniors took part in the Bank of North Dakota’s College Application Month. Each student 
received one free application to any North Dakota college. A representative from Valley City State 
University was on site to support students and answer questions. 
October 24, 2025 — Bismarck State College & University of Mary 
Juniors and seniors were offered to opportunity to spend the day on two campuses. At BSC, they 
completed an in-depth campus tour, along with participating in an Admissions presentation. At the University of 
Mary, they ate lunch in the Crow’s Nest, attended an Admissions presentation, and had the opportunity to tour the 
campus.

Upcoming RTHS Student Events 

 

• November 4, 2025:
 

 — DickinsonState University 

 DSU Admissions Rep will visit RTHS to meet with sophomores, juniors, and seniors 
togiveinformation about the university and answer any questions students may have. 

November 12, 2025: Sgt. Joseph Kane, North Dakota National Guard, is coming to present to the senior 
class during 3rd hour. 
November 19, 2025: Bank of North Dakota hosts a virtual FAFSA presentation for juniors, seniors, and 
parents from 5:30–6:30 p.m. We will stream it in Mrs. Dohrmann’s room for in-person attendance. 

o If you cannot attend in person, register using the link that will be shared via all-call 
when available. 
If you register and cannot join live, a recording will arrive within 24 hours. 

You do not need to register if you plan to attend in person. 

Live Q&A included. 

o 

o 

o 

December 17, 2025: ASVAB Test (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) for all 
RTHS juniors; optional retake for RTHS seniors. Test starts at 8:30 a.m. at RTHS. 

•

•

•
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The 2025 Junior High football team had another fun and exciting season. The Raiders were given an opportunity to play a
lot of football throughout the season. Playing four games and three jamboree scrimmages. 

On Tuesday, August 25 we hosted Hettinger-Scranton for the first game of the season. The game was close for a quarter,
but the Night Hawks pulled ahead and never looked back. The Raiders played hard but were defeated 50 to 20.  The
Raiders then traveled to Beach on Monday, September 2. RTHS had a lot of success early and scored often. They played
good defense and won the game 42 to 26. 

Monday, September 8, the Raiders were on the road again to New England, they played a 3-team jamboree scrimmage.
Hettinger County (Mott, Regent and New England) and Beach were the opponents for RTHS. It was a chance to work on
their teamwork, skills and fundamentals. We were very competitive against the Huskies and the Buccaneers.

RTHS then hosted a jamboree against New Salem and Hettinger County on Monday, Sept. 15. The Raiders had another
opportunity to work on their offense and defense and played very competitive football.   On Friday, September 26 we  
traveled with the varsity team to Fort Yates to play the Standing Rock Warriors. The Raiders raced to a big lead and played
outstanding defense and defeated the Warriors 27 to 6.

RTH was back on their home field on Monday, Sept. 29 to host another 3-team jamboree with Beach and New Salem. The
Raiders battled hard and played a lot of competitive football that afternoon.   Elgin was the destination for the final game
of the year. On Monday, Oct. 6, the Raiders took on Grant County Flasher Storm. RTH had a slow start and fell behind
early in the game. The team played hard, the Storm pulled ahead and defeated the Raiders 58 to 22.

Scoring points for the Raiders this season were 8th graders Allden Haynie, Logan Strain, Penalton Walth, Colt Ager and
Emerson Fairman. Seventh graders who scored points were Nufie Dominquez, Carson Carruth and Myles Benson. Other
Players on the team were 8th graders Oliver Tutorow and 7th graders Ethan Reisenauer, Felix Dakken, Colter Reiss,
Sawyer Rivinius and Jameson Comer.

Richardton-Taylor-Hebron JH Football…. Go Raiders!!

Coach Heinle would like to commend the players for
their hard work, being competitive and being able to
improve their skills and fundamentals throughout the
season. These young athletes have a lot of talent and
potential. He believes these players will be successful in
the future. 

Coach Heinle of the Richardton-Taylor/Hebron Raiders
football team thanks the communities of Richardton,
Taylor, and Hebron, as well as the schools and parents for
their support. He also thanks his assistant coach Josh
Reisenauer and his players for a fun and rewarding
season. Go Raiders!

Back:  Penalton Walth, Carson Carruth, Logan Strain, Allden Haynie, Oliver
Tutorow, Colt Ager, Jameson Comer. Front: Colter Reiss, Myles Bensnon,
Felix Dakken, Sawyer Rivinius, Nufie Dominquez, Ethan Reisenauer

Seniors and Juniors posing on their College Campus Tour on October 24th
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Congratulations to the following students for
being selected to take part in Minot State NW
Music Festival. Students in western ND for both
Class A and Class B auditioned to be in either a
select band or choir. Miya Pretzer was selected to
be a part of the Mixed Choir. Ephraim Grady was

selected to play his Euphonium, and Kaiden Zeck was selected to play his Trombone. Both band
students will be a part of the Symphonic Band. Northwest Music will take place on November 7 & 8
at Minot State University with the concerts starting at 1:30 for the Bands and 3:30 for the Choirs.

Congratulations also goes out to the following students for being selected to take part in Northern Plains Music Festival
at Dickinson State University. Students selected for the band are: Lily Olson, Flute;  Miya Pretzer, Lucy Myran, Evelyn
Wilkes, Saxophones; Dasha Rohde on Bass Clarinet; Ephraim Grady on Euphonium; Kaiden Zeck on Trombone; Nolan
Kuntz and Lindsay Hoff on Trumpet. Students involved in the Mixed Choir are Joseph Bohn Bass 1, Bell Yoder, and
Jinger Bartow Soprano 1. For Women's Choir we have Cire Roper, and Madison Thomas Alto 1, Violet Fidledy, and
Dorothy Rohde Soprano 1. Northern Plains Festival will take place on November 14 & 15 with the Concert staring at
4:00 PM.

Upcoming Christmas Concerts

Grade 7-12 - December 2  
7:00 PM in the RTPS gymnasium

TRE Concerts - December 12
Grades K-1 -1:00 pm
Grades 2-4 - 2:00 pm

Please join us with some holiday
cheer.  Can’t wait to see you there!

Concerts will be livestreamed on HUDL

Music Notes



Hello everyone,
 
Our Club’s Choice fundraiser has officially wrapped up, and I want to
extend a heartfelt thank you to all the students for your hard work and
dedication. You did such a fantastic job—thank you!
 

The final numbers have been calculated and the winners of the PAWS Club’s Choice Challenge,
where the top three combined sales and donation earners will receive cash prizes include:  Lydia
Neurohr $100, Oaklee Berger $75, and Adam Wolf $50.  Whether you’re one of our top earners or
contributed just a few sales, please know that your time and effort make a real difference for
Richardton and Taylor schools.
 
Thanks to recent fundraising efforts, PAWS has already been able to support several teacher
requests, including pumpkins for the 1st graders, entrance fees to Kreb’s Farm for the
kindergarteners, and four new yoga-ball-style chairs for 4th grade.
 
If you’re interested in getting more involved with PAWS, please contact TRE to be added to our
email list. Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 20, at 6:30 PM at TRE, and we’d
love to see you there.
 
Have a safe and happy Halloween!
 
Warm regards,
 Kacy Elkins
 PAWS President
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Second Grade Hawiian Party 
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Honor and Gratitude: Richardton-
Taylor Public School to Host

Veterans Day Program

Breakfast of Honor (8:15 a.m.): This breakfast is reserved for veterans and their spouses as a small
way to say thank you. Veterans from Richardton, Taylor, and surrounding communities are
encouraged to attend. Please RSVP, if possible, by calling the high school at 701-974-2111 to help us
plan, but all are still welcome even without an RSVP.
 
All-School Program (9:15 a.m.): Students in grades K–12 take part in patriotic performances,
readings, and tributes to honor those who served. The program is open to the entire community,
and all are invited to join our students in showing respect and gratitude to our local heroes.
 
Please mark your calendars and help us spread the word so every veteran in our area feels
appreciated and recognized for their service to our nation.

Richardton-Taylor Public Schools invite all
veterans and community members to the annual
Veterans Day celebration on Friday, Nov. 7, at
Richardton-Taylor High School, 320 Raider Road,
Richardton, ND 58652. Guests are asked to park
in the south parking lot of the school and enter
through Door 1 for both the breakfast and the
program.

The day features a Breakfast of Honor for
veterans and their spouses at 8:15 a.m. in the
Richardton-Taylor High School cafeteria,
followed by an all-school Veterans Day program
at 9:15 a.m. in the Richardton gymnasium.

Breakfast of Honor Invite:
When: Friday, November 7 @ 8:15 am
Who:  Veterans & Spouse
Where:  RT High School Cafeteria 

Veterans Day Program
Friday, Nov 7 @ 9:15 in the RTHS Gymnasium  

Public is invited to attend



Eat Beef!!
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Menu subject to change without notice
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November Raider
Activities



Richardton-Taylor Public School
320 Raider Road
Richardton, ND 58652

www.Richardton-Taylor@K12.nd.us

The Richardton-Taylor Public School District does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its
programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and
other designated youth groups. 

The following people have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the
nondiscrimination policies: 
            Title IX and Section 504 - 
             Mrs. Sarah Scott-Singer, Counselor
             320 Raider Road
             Richardton ND 58652
             701-974-2111
             email:  sarah.scottsinger@k12.nd.us.

Notice of Nondiscrimination

Richardton-Taylor Schools empower students with knowledge, skills and character to thrive - 
we EXPECT SUCCESS!


