
IDENTIFICATION, PLACEMENT 

AND REVIEW COMMITTEE (IPRC) 

PROCESS 

WHAT IS AN IDENTIFICATION, PLACEMENT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE 

(IPRC)? 

The Identification, Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) has three essential 

functions: 

• to determine the strengths and needs of a student

• to identify the student’s exceptionality according to the categories and

definitions provided by the Ministry of Education and Training (see pp 13-15)

• to recommend program placement, to be followed by the 

development/modification of the Individual Education Plan.

An IPRC is composed of at least three persons, one of whom must be a principal or 

supervisory officer of the Board. This is a requirement of Regulation 181/98 of the 

Ontario Ministry of Education. 

HOW IS AN IPRC MEETING REQUESTED? 

The principal: 

• may, with written notice to the parent, refer the student to an IPRC when the

principal and the teacher(s) believe that the student may benefit from a special

education program

• must request an IPRC meeting for the student, upon receiving a written parental

request.

Within 15 days of receiving a parental request, or giving the parent notice, the 

principal must provide the parent with a copy of the Parents’ Guide to Special 

Education and a written statement of approximately when the IPRC will meet. 



MAY PARENTS ATTEND THE IPRC MEETING? 

Regulation 181/98 entitles parents and pupils 16 years of age or older: 

• to be present at and participate in all committee discussions about your child;

and
• to be present when the committee’s identification and placement decision is

made.

WHO ELSE MAY ATTEND AN IPRC MEETING? 

• the principal of your child’s school;

• other resource people such as your child’s teacher, special education staff,

board support staff, or the representative of an agency, who may provide further

information or clarification;

• your representative – that is, a person who may support you or speak on behalf

of you or your child; and
• an interpreter, if one is required. (You may request the services of an interpreter

through the principal of your child’s school.)

WHO MAY REQUEST THAT THEY ATTEND? 

Either you or the principal of your child’s school may make a request for the 

attendance of others at the IPRC meeting. 

WHAT INFORMATION WILL PARENTS AND STUDENTS RECEIVE ABOUT THE 

IPRC MEETING? 

At least 10 days in advance of the meeting, the principal will provide the parent 

with written notification of the meeting and an invitation to attend. 

At least one day before the IPRC meeting, the parent and student age 16 and 

older will receive a written copy of any information that will be considered by the 

IPRC.  This may include the results of assessments or a summary of information. 



WHAT IF PARENTS ARE UNABLE TO MAKE THE SCHEDULED MEETING? 

If the parent is unable to attend to the scheduled IPRC meeting, he/she shall: 

• contact the school principal to arrange an alternative date or time, or

• inform the school principal that he/she will not attend and give written or verbal

permission for the IPRC to proceed.

If the parent gave permission for the IPRC to proceed, the principal shall forward 

the IPRC form for the parent’s consideration and signature. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT AN IPRC MEETING? 

The chair introduces everyone and explains the purpose of the meeting. The IPRC 

will review all available information about the student. They will: 

• consider an educational assessment

• consider other assessments as needed subject to the provisions of the Health

Care Consent Act, 1996

• interview the student (with parental consent if the student is less than 16 years of

age) if required

• consider any information that the parent or student submits, including

recommendations for programs and services.

The committee may discuss any proposal that has been made about a special 

education program or special education services for the student. Committee 

members will discuss any such proposal at the parent’s request, or at the request 

of the student, aged 16 years or older. The parent is encouraged to ask questions 

and join in the discussion. Following the discussion, after all the information has 

been presented and considered, the committee will make its decision. 

As soon as possible after the meeting, the principal will forward for the parent’s 

consideration and signature, the IPRC’s written statement. 



WHAT WILL THE IPRC CONSIDER IN MAKING ITS DECISIONS? 

Before the IPRC can consider placing a student in a special education class, it must 

consider whether placement in a regular class with appropriate special education 

services will: 

• meet the student’s needs

• be consistent with the parent’s preferences.

If the IPRC determines that placement in a regular class will meet the student’s 

needs and the parent agrees, the committee will recommend placement in a 

regular class with appropriate special education services. If the committee 

decides that the student should be placed in a special education class, it must 

state the reasons for the decision in its written statement of decision. 

WHAT WILL THE IPRC’S WRITTEN STATEMENT OF DECISION INCLUDE? 

The IPRC’s written statement of decision will state whether the student has been 

identified as exceptional; 

If the student is identified as exceptional, the statement will include: 

• the categories and definitions of any identified exceptionalities, as permitted by

the Ministry of Education
• description of the student’s strengths and needs

• placement decision

• recommendations regarding a special education program and special

education services.

Where the IPRC has decided that the student should be placed in a special 

education class, the reasons for that decision will be provided. 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE IPRC HAS MADE ITS DECISION? 

If the IPRC identifies the student as exceptional and the parent has agreed with 

the IPRC identification and placement decision, the Board will promptly notify the 

principal of the school at which the special education program will be provided. 

The Individual Education Plan (IEP) for the student will be developed or modified. 



HOW IS A SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACMENT REVIEWED? 

A review IPRC meeting will be held within the school year, unless the principal of 

the school at which the special education program is being provided receives 

written notice (waiver) from the parent dispensing with the annual review. 

The parent may request a review IPRC meeting any time after the student has been 

in a special education program for 3 months. 

WHAT DOES A REVIEW IPRC CONSIDER AND DECIDE? 

• With your written permission, the IPRC conducting the review will consider the

progress your child has made in relation to the IEP. It will consider the same type

of information that was originally considered by the IPRC, as well as any new

information.

• The IPRC will review the placement and identification decisions and decide

whether they should be continued or whether a different decision should now

be made.

WHAT IF THE PARENT DISAGREES WITH THE IPRC DECISION? 

If the parent does not agree with either the identification or placement decision 

made by the IPRC, the parent may: 

• within 15 days of receipt of the decision, request that the IPRC hold a second

meeting to discuss these concerns; or
• within 30 days of receipt of the decision, the parent may file a notice of appeal

with the Director of Education who is also Secretary of the Board. Please call

the Special Services Offices at (416) 222-8282 extension 72486 for detailed

contact information.

If the parent does not agree with the decision after the second meeting, the parent 

may file a notice of appeal within 15 days of receipt of the decision. 

If the parent does not consent to the IPRC decision and does not appeal it, the 

Board will instruct the principal to implement the IPRC decision. 



THE IPRC APPEAL PROCESS 

The Notice of Appeal must: 

• indicate the decision with which the parent disagrees and

• include a statement that sets out reasons for the parental disagreement.

The appeal process involves the following steps: 

• the Board will establish a Special Education Appeal Board to hear the appeal. 
The Appeal Board will be composed of three persons. One person is to be 
selected by the parent, one person is selected by the board and neither 
are to have prior knowledge of the matter under appeal. The two persons 
will then select a Chair. 

• the Chair of the Appeal Board will arrange a meeting to take place at a 
convenient time and place, but no later than 30 days after he or she has been 
selected (unless the parent and Board both provide written consent to a later 
date)

• the Appeal Board will receive the material reviewed by the IPRC and may 
interview any persons who may be able to contribute information about the 
matter under appeal

• the parent and student, (if 16 years old or over), are entitled to be present at, 
and to participate in, all discussions

• the Appeal Board must make its recommendation within 3 days of the meeting. 
It may agree with the IPRC and recommend that the decision be implemented; 
or disagree with the IPRC and make a recommendation to the Board about the 
identification and/or placement

• the Appeal Board will report its recommendations in writing to the parent and to 
the School Board, providing the reasons for its recommendations

• within 30 days of receiving the Appeal Board’s written statement, the school 
board will decide what action it will take with respect to the recommendations. 
Boards are not required to follow the Appeal Board’s recommendation

• the parent may accept the decisions of the School Board, or may appeal to a 
Special Education Tribunal. A parent may request a hearing by writing to the 
secretary of the Special Education Tribunal.

• Information about making an application to the Tribunal will be included with 
the Appeal Board’s decision.



 

 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

In addition to Special Education Resource at each school, the following Intensive 

Support Programs (ISP) are available at some school locations: 

 

• Autism 

• Behaviour 

• Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing 

• Gifted Congregated 

• Kindergarten Language Program (KLP) 

• Learning Disability 

• Language Impairment 

• Mild Intellectual Disability 

• Multiple Exceptionalities/Developmental Disability 

The student’s home school will first be considered in providing an appropriate 

program. 

 

Note:  

To obtain further information about location and range of programs currently 

available, please contact the Special Services Department a t 416-222-8282,  

extension 72486. 

 

Further to the information provided in the guide, IPRC related information that 

the reflects the September 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026 period is included below: 

 

IPRC Referrals IPRC Annual Reviews IPRC Appeals 

1,924 1,269 0 
 


