NORWELL MIDDLE SCHOOL

CRUSADER CHRONICLE

January 2020

Special Notes:

° Winter Break—December
2|—January 6 (Students re-
turn to school on Tuesday,
January 7)

¢ Report Cards Go
Home—January 8

» NMS Spelling Bee—
January 8

e 2nd Qtr. Student Meet-
ing—January |15 @ 7:30 AM
(MS Gym)

* NJHS Interviews—January
16

e Pep Session — January |7 @
1:30 PM (MS Gym)

¢ NMS Dance—January 24

s Crusader Parent Meet-
ing—January 27@ 7:00 PM
in middle school library

e Strategic Planning—
January 27 @ 6:30-8:30 PM
{Central Office)

¢ High Ability Parent Meet-
ing—jJanuary 30 @ 6:00
PM—7:00 PM

e NWCS Crisis Line—3Safety
Concerns? Call 543-2213 or
1-888-543-2213, ext. 6361.

Students of the Month—Dec

(6th) Kinsley Young
Mark Golden

(6th) Emma Vachon
Greyson Taylor

(7th) Lilly Justice
Joey Macy

(7th) Cassie Coyne
Ethan Williamson

(8th) Cade Shelton
Hannah Ungerer

(8th) Lillian Norris
Cayden Young

8th Graduation and Awards Ceremony—You and your family are invited to at-
tend the 8th grade Norwell Middle School Graduation/Awards Night on Monday,
May 18, 2020 at 6:15. We hope that you will make plans to attend. This ceremony
lasts approximately 2 hours. If your student will not be attending, please contact
the Middle School office at 260-543-2218. The program will take place in the Nor-
well High School gymnasium.

Suggested student dress for the evening:
Boys - khaki or dress pants, collared shirt, and dress shoes, tie optional.

Girls - dress, skirt, or dress pants. No halter tops, strapless shirts or dresses, and no
spaghetti strap tops or dresses.

Clothing is expected to meet Norwell Middle School dress code.

We look forward to seeing you at Awards Night and having the opportunity to recog-
nize your child’s academic achievements.

Follow the Middle School on Twitter — Norwell Middle school now has a Twit-
ter account. We will be posting announcements and upcoming events for parents
and community members to follow. You can follow us at norwellcrusader




CRUSADER ATHLETICS

Winter Weather and Athletic Events

With winter, comes the possibility of cancellation of athletic events: Our goal is to make a
decision about event cancellations by 2:00pm.. If an:event is cancelled, we will notify students
immediately. They will be'given the opportunity to.contact parents-as-needed. We will also send
a text/email that will go to-all parents who have provided contact info.
Remember, if NWCS or the host school cancels school, the events for that evening may be
cancelled as well. Thank you, in advance, for your flexibility and understanding.

Follow us on Twitter @norwellcrusader !

Rasketball fé

Basketball for 7th & 8th boys and girls SWiIm Season
is in full swing. Come out to see a ; 'Ea sround e cornsen

cheer on
EBME BN CHEer N T . Just a reminder that swim season is
*"c- USADERS- . . quickly approaching! Students
e B s | wishing to participate are asked to
. turn in a pre-participation physical
T ' exam form now, so that they are

dy f !
wreSt“nQ :T?c?agh C'I?cgn%er Lesh will be handing

Wrestling practices have started! We open our out season info packets this week

season with a SUPER DUAL meet on Jan 11. Coaches af NMS lunches. .

this winter are Derek Prough, Tyler Smith, and Joe Swinrteam is operia all aljghle

Lewis. It's not too late to start; see Mrs. Morgan 4. 74, wrid Biigradi Soderts,
with any questions!

A Gy =

Norwell Middle School Students have full
eligibility for extra curricular activities-only when
they are passing all classes. Please partner with

VANV AV AN AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAYA VAV
us in making academic success a priority by AN“ YOUQ DAEENWV\

monitoring grades & communicating with Thanks to all of you parents who HELP us with athletic
teach_ers regularly. You can link to these telacher events! We are pleased to offer great programs for
emmall gddresses troUsggigginwes.ki2.in.us NMS students. We can only do this because of your

INVOLVEMENT. Keeping the book, setting up,
[ ]
Spommanshlp providing meals, cleaning up, washing uniforms,
taking pictures, assisting with supervision...these are

just a couple of ways to pitch in!
continued positive support of our athletes We appreciate you very much.

and coaches. Keep up the great work! Holly Morgan, NMS Athletic Director

Our fans are fantastic! Thank you for your
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STUDENTS OF THE
MONTH

GREYSON TAYLOR
EMMA VACHON

STARS

Kale Fuess
Lucy Thompson




lofl

PR N N N R W e N AR N A R BN
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Chack PowsrSchoot Dally

Chack Schoology Agendas Daiy

Make sure Packs are fully charged every day

L]
Al studenis finished reading and performing the drama, "A Chrisimas Cerol’ by Chardes %,
Dickens. Our cuimineting ecfivily wes a fisld trip 1o Beef snd Boards in hdiarapolis fo enjoy  +
a buffet Lincheon and walch a performanca of the play.

We wil finish ouf the semester by giving cur Monfickion

i Gomposition, we Just finished up our srgumenistive essay! This was such an
accomplishment for tha students Thay worked so incredbly hard and did & fantastic jobt
when wa come back from Christmas break we will start in on an ermal etiquette unit end
than jump info infarmative writivg We wil also start MUSShots after break. These are daily
senfences that wil halp students work on mechanics, usage, and grammar. They can be
tricky at first, bul encourage your kids fo hang in therel They will gef it!

Maih & conlinuing Jo dve despar and dasper inlo mare cormplex concapls, and studants
are rising 10 the chelengs! Currently, studenis are working through our Unit Four:
Equivaleni Exprassions  As wa move through thesa unifs, look for confent 1o bacome
more abslract and less concrete Although the slgebrale concepls we wil be siudying are
chalenging, 1 have confidance students wil contipue [0 give their best fforts as we move
into the second haff of the scheol year,

In Sciente, we are cruising right dlong with our stendards based grids. The kids are learting
about speedfvelonily and distance/dsplacement; as wel as PotentialKinetic energy. They
are learning tha goal writihg process and why if is imporfant fo start each class with a

goal Tha goals keap them focused on what they need 1o accomplish that day 1o sfay on
Treck with grid pacing Grid pacing is super important, it ensures the kids are staying on
track for finishing, but also guarantess that we wil finish with the necessary standards by
ihe end of tha yaar. The fracking spreadshests ara an imporfant aspact of grid based
teaching as wel, if lots me know I the pacing is too fast or slow and gives the sfudenls
ownarship of where they sland with thelr peers. If you have any quastions, pleass donl
hesitate fo confact mel
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Norwell
Middle
School

COIh‘i‘eh thbatck
Mrs. Dickey
Language Arts

Debeoca Se’rﬂe

Ms. Kimball
Sc1ence

N lcele Maldeneg

Mr. McAfee
Math

Pahlcer Dehmng

Mes. Lower
Social Studies

MS. Lowtr—Social Studies

hat does Scooby
Doo's Where’'s My
Mummy movie, The Night af the
Museumy, and the seventh grade
Barons have in common? We are
all discussing the Egyptians! This
morth in social sfudies
fhe Barons have been
learning about Egypt and
all the different aspects U
that characterize
socielyl The Egypfians "4}
were a thriving sociely
that seffled on the Nile River
thousands of years ago. They
are known for many mcredible

achievements including: the

Mrs. Dickey{an(guage Arts

M otive,  fear, paravoia,
suspicion,  prejudice,  and
scapegoating..we  have  beew

discussing all of these as well as
building  sackgrownd  |kmowledge
about The Cold war as
we head into our wext

wit of study. Their
curiosity has lreen
insatiable,  avd the
Socratic Sewminar
discussions  have  leen
very evlightenivg  and
thought-provokivg, And
to think we haveat even

started the reading yet!

Regular LA classes will read the
teleplay “The Wonsters Are Due

o Maple Street” by Rod Serling
and “All Swnimer in a Pay” by Ray
Bradoury as well as continue
with the Articles of the week
(Aiows). These wonfiction articles
directly comect +o the
fictional reading we are
doing).

' -y

In addition +o +he same
short stories +the regular
classes are reading, the
Honors  class  will  be
starting  the  wovel
Suspect Red oy LW, Elliott, This
year is the first time reading
this beok as a class, and T am
bevond excited to see where this

Journey takes us,

pyramids, the Sphing,
hieroghyphics, and their advanced
medical pracfices of the fime
While we could falk abouf Egypt
forever, the Barons will be
wrapping up this unit by the fime
Wirfer Break arrives. To
finish the uni, students will
be completing a project that
) will have them mummifying
A a fellow classmate in the
manner the Egyplians used
many years ago. Stay tuned
fo find ouf whai’s next in the
Baron's journey around the world
in social studies! ©

Pecember 2019

SEUSENE

LILLY JUSTICE

KO
JOEY MACY

Mr. McAfee-Math

ln Mr. McAfees seventh
grade vath cLasses, siudents
have just comprefed probLem
soLving by using  proportions
and have Learned o

ﬁgum ax,
COMMISSIoNs, saLe prices,
Mare—uers, and
rerceniage  of  change.
Students  aLso  used
prorortions To
demonstrate  if  geometric
ﬂgurm are simiLar and what
scace factor is used fo mare
a modeL or drawing o

discounts, é‘ i, o

rerresent a vea—Life object.
The crasses are currentLy
Worting on soLving  equations
with one variabLe by using the

orposite  oreration to
—a isoLate the variabLe.

The advanced crLasses

have been Working  on

systems of equations with
wo variabLes. They have
expLored methods of  soLving
them by graphing, substitvion,
eLiMination, and  eLiMination
with Muctiecication.

Mg, ¥imbA\-S¢ \emc@

For +the next
several weeks
our class will e
learning about the different
forces  and  types of
everay.  We will investigate
Tsaac Newtow's three laws of moetion
and learn Yow these laws apply to
our everyday life.  The physical

sciewce  unit  comes  with  several
activities, and labss that demonstrate
different types of forces. Up first, the
friction lals, where we will demonstrate
how friction affects the wovement of
oljects, As a culminating project we will
be creating Rube Goldverg wmachives,
which are complex machines desigued to
perform a simple task — these are

similar o he  “Wounsetrap”
boardgame. We wll! show examples of
these structures n class <o the
studewts have an idea of what has
worked n the past. T+ will be a
howmework project in early January, so
please e prepared +to help vour child
create these structures,



S.T.A.R.S. STUDENTS THAT ARE REALLY SPECIAL
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Art: Name Graffiti =

Science:

Measurement il
and Observation Skills.
Plus fun in the SNOW!!!
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Social Studies:
Groups created
Ancient Egypt
ZIGGURATS!!!

Congraibulcitions bo Decemioer Guardlicine of bhe Monbh

Ethan Williamsen & GCassie Coyne NG )/




il

o £ q s
Greetings fromtl&liant! E e \.\f
.

Our Featured Course—Honors English/Language Arts ~ Congratulations to our
_ : December

Language Arts Students of the Month!

YJANIEL KEYES | With the first half of 8th grade over, let’s
i) . look back at some of the high points ‘of the
past semester:

Moxe
Truax
SMiLLION

Corirs e Students enjoyed our read aloud Drums,
ZoLe and Dangerous Pie

ent 7 weeks with AOW’s covering. *i" ‘
ills and concluded with an Argume
(\ Lers for e Essay
. p\\ rplin | Study.com is a new part of curriculum with
o video lessmyver language skills
e Studentsre ichmce boos d presented

‘ a book talk
2\ e We finished up tﬁ na. quarter with
' Flowers for Al rno
Looking ahead, w | read y about Anne

Frank, r':l.hsterlcal fiction novo[,.n‘lrn

our focus to langua ipn rwar.
- -

= =
L
. -‘foncﬁ'Enghsh _h
Students in Hono§n Pgh ma&he classic novel Fahren-

heit 451 and ma COh%EQ]OﬂS to real-world issues. We
y amazing discussions
rouﬂgt this 5-week whit. This
quarter ended with a closestudy of
the short story, Flawers [of } on

As we move intesthe second seme
- ter, we will turi"ot focus tolle
guage and gra d a play
about Anne '“‘k omplete an ac
~ tion resear er, ead the.non-
ast Food Nation, and akepart in histaric
- fiction reading groups ;

Ny

Math: Lia Aschliman
Enghsh ” Wis




Mus. Jones, Science

Students have finished writing their for-
mal papers for our crime scene unit. |
think most students enjoyed this project,
especially looking at all the clues and
the detective labs we did to try to solve
the crime. Students will find out after
Christmas which teacher participated in
this activity.
We have also finished reading the book
To Catch a Killer by Sheryl Scar-
borough. This book relates to our crime
scene unit. Most of the book was done
as a read aloud and students did very
well in our class discussions over the
book. Students took a final test over the
entire book.
These two assignments will be the last
items to go on the second quarter
grades. If your student has a lower
grade than normal it is probably due to
the crime scene paper or the book. If
they didn't spend class time working on
the paper (students were given four
class days to write and have me proof
their writing) or if they didn't listen or
actively engage in class discussions of
the hook, this may have lowered their
grade.

| wish each and every one of
you a Blessed and Happy holiday. Re-
lax and spend time with family during
this school break and I will see you in
January—Merry Christmas!

Mrs. Bendern
Fonors English
English Language (Iuts

Wishing everyone a Mevry Christmas
filled with Comfort, Jay, Hape,
and Love, and a New Year filled

with Peace.

Mus. Bastian
Pne-Ulgelbina
Pre-Algebra students finished out
the year by looking to answer the

question: Do taller people wear
bigger shoes? Students collected
their own data and recorded it on
a grade-wide scatter plot found
both in the classroom and online
using Excel. From the data, stu-
dents found associations, made
predictions and came to conclu-
sions to answer the question.

Algebra students finished out the
year discussing slope and linear
equation forms. They put their
knowledge and skills to the test
when the class participated in the
2019 Algebra Paper Airplane chal-
lenge. Students created their own
paper girplanes by graphing linear
equations and following directions
to fold based on the lines they
graphed. Congratulations o this
year's winners: 1st Place: James
VanDyk 2nd Place: Ryan Straub
3rd Place: Kaden Rittmeyer and
4th Place: Jenna Claghormn

Mus. C. Smith

Parents, please consider
the followmg stocking
stuffers for your little
history elves:

e Blue pens for
notetaking

e Black pens for map-
work

e Earbuds (Mrs. Brege sells earbuds
in the N.M.S office for $1 and the 30 |
have Purchased for needy students
are all gone)!

® forge and Ashes, sequels to our
recently completed novel Chains by
Laurie Halse Anderson

IEHA Lavmir waisr EEEUERESIRYEY
ANDERSON | ANDERSON BESIUIRIRISAY

ARS

'STHDENT%THAL Amz RE.A\LY 5

8. 5 -,f SPECIAL |

MATIE
GABRIELLA ELSTON

SCIENCE:
CHASE HULVEY

ENGLISH:
CoBY HARTZLER,

LS. HISTORY:
KADEN RITTMEYER

.................................
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February 1,
2020
Solo & Ensemble
Contest at Carroll
H.S-
April 3, 2020
ISSMA Band
Contest
(7th & 8th bands
only)

*held at Garrett
H.S.
April 29, 2020
6th Grade Band
Field Trip to
Sweetwater
Sound Music
Company
May 11 & 12,
2020
6th grade Band
performs at 5th
grade orientation
April 17, 2020
7th Grade Band
Roller Skating
Trip (6pm-9pm)
May 6, 2020
6th Grade Band
Ice Cream Pary

2:30-3:15pm

*NMS BAND NEWS”

"Middle School Pep Band”

The M.S. Pep Band is going strong with rehearsals on Tuesdays &
Thursdays from 2:45-4:00pm. Any band student in 6th, 7th, or
8th grade may join Pep Band any time through out the year.
Look for the Pep Band to perform at a few M.S. basketball games
in January!

“Congratulations” to the
H.S., 6th, 7th, & 8th Grade
Marching Band Students
for winning 5th Place
at STATE!!

The following Middle School Band Students par-
ticipated in this year’s marching band:

Angel Downey, Michael Small, Jordan Whitsitt, Zach Cook, Wil-
lem Wooster, Hannah Wilson, Nolan Martin, Grant Johnson,
Ethan Wilson, Eric Stinson, Tailor Raber, Lily Crone, Jenna
Claghorn, Kaylynn Hippensteele, Andrea Kabel, Katie Bradford
and Anika Perkins.

Winter Band Concert

The 6th, 7th, & 8th grade bands are busy preparing for their
next performance which will be the Winter Concert on December

17th at 6:00pm in the H.S. Auditorium. Free admission. Come
out and enjoy some wonderful holiday tunes!

"All-Region Band"

- Congratulations to the following 7th & 8th
| grade band students who were chosen to play
~ in the All-Region Honor Band on November
~ 16-17, 2019 at DeKalb High School:

i Grace Nicholson (8th Grade band student)
- Gavin Threewits (7th Grade band student)
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Tanya Milostan Tanya.milostan@nwcs.k | 2.in.us

January 2020

HELP NEEDED!

Our next book fair is February 10-14. To help it run smoothly we need one
volunteer per day from 10:15-11:15am. If you are interested please contact
me at 543-2218 or Tanya.milostan@nwcs.kl2.in.us.

Each volunteer needs to have a background check form on file with the

office. Thank you!!

The Toll
By Neal Shusterman

Wild Bird
By Wendelin
VanDraanen

ar
vy

—_—

: The Tyrant’s Tomb
\ By Rick Riordan

B |
|

i Serafina and the

M Seven Stars
S By Robert Beatty

Wrecking Ball

| By Jeff Kinney

| The Last Star

By Rick Yancey
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