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 Cherokee County Schools Parent and Family Engagement Policy Overview
In accordance with Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Cherokee County Schools will collaborate with parents and families to develop a written Parent and Family Engagement Policy. This policy will be integrated into the district’s Title I plan.
For more information about Title I, please contact the Office of Federal Programs or visit: https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/
Policy Components
1. Parent Involvement in Title I Planning and School Improvement
· Each Title I Schoolwide school will form a Schoolwide Planning Committee that includes the principal, staff, faculty, parents, and community members.
· The School Improvement Council and/or PTA/PTO at each school will participate in the annual review and improvement of school plans.
· Parents can access the Title I Schoolwide Plan at any time and will receive copies of the district and school-level Parent and Family Engagement Policy, along with the Title I School-Home Compact.
2. Coordination and Support for Engagement Activities
· The Office of Federal Programs, school principals, and Title I facilitators will coordinate workshops and activities related to SC Ready, South Carolina Career and College Ready Standards, and other parent-identified areas of interest.
· Parent surveys will be distributed to assess engagement needs at each school site.
3. Building Capacity for Strong Family Engagement
· Schools will promote family engagement through parenting workshops, newsletters, take-home activity packets, conferences, electronic communication, and phone outreach.
· Stakeholders will provide input on Title I fund allocations during planning meetings and through surveys.
· Cherokee County School District (CCSD) will strengthen the capacity of schools and families to foster meaningful family engagement, ensuring the active involvement of parents and guardians in their child’s education. The district’s goal is to cultivate strong partnerships among parents, schools, and the community to enhance student academic achievement through a variety of districtwide programs and activities. Cherokee County School District will ensure that school-related information is readily accessible to business partners and faith-based organizations to encourage community collaboration and support for student success.
4. Integration with Other Family Engagement Programs
· Parent and family engagement efforts will be aligned with programs such as Head Start, First Steps, CDEPP (Child Development Education Pilot Program), Smart Start, and Adult Education.
· Joint workshops will be organized with school staff and district-level coordinators, including opportunities for family literacy and adult education.
5.   Parent/Family/Community Engagement in Programs Serving Multilingual Learners
· Inclusive Communication: Provide all Title I communications, notices, and materials in the home languages of multilingual families to ensure accessibility and understanding.
· Culturally Responsive Outreach: Partner with community organizations and cultural liaisons to engage multilingual families in school activities, meetings, and decision-making processes.
· Language Support: Offer translation and interpretation services during all Title I events, workshops, and conferences.
· Program Participation: Encourage multilingual families to participate in programs tailored to support English learners, including language acquisition resources, academic support, and cultural celebrations.
· Feedback Channels: Create regular opportunities for multilingual families to share input and feedback on Title I programs through surveys, focus groups, and advisory committees.
6. Annual Evaluation and Continuous Improvement
· Parents will actively evaluate the effectiveness of family engagement efforts, identify participation barriers, and suggest improvements.
· The District Parent Advisory Committee—which includes representatives from each Title I school, the Coordinator of Federal and State Programs, Title I school principals, and designated school liaisons—will review input from fall meetings and surveys.
· Feedback will be used to revise policies at the spring meeting and improve future engagement strategies.
7. Compliance with ESSA Provisions
· In alignment with the ESSA "Parents’ Right to Know" requirement, families may request information about their child’s teacher(s), including professional qualifications and whether a teacher who does not meet state licensure requirements is assigned for four or more consecutive weeks.
· Cherokee County School District is committed to ensuring highly qualified educators support all students.
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