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DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts
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Pacing Guide

Retelling - Fiction and Poetry
Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas

Week Trimester 1 Week Trimester 1

1 Unit 1 - Being a Reader - The 8 Unit 2 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Classroom Community - Fiction, Making Connections - Fiction and Poetry
Nonfiction, Poetry Unit 1 - Being a Writer - The Classroom

Community

2 Unit 1 - Being a Reader - The 9 Unit 2 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Classroom Community- Fiction, Making Connections - Fiction and Poetry
Nonfiction, Poetry Unit 1 - Being a Writer - The Classroom

Community

3 Unit 1 - Being a Reader - The 10 | Unit 2 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Classroom Community- Fiction, Making Connections - Fiction and Poetry
Nonfiction, Poetry Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas

4 Unit 1 - Being a Reader - The 11 Unit 2 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Classroom Community- Fiction, Making Connections - Fiction and Poetry
Nonfiction, Poetry Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas

5 Unit 1 - Being a Reader - The 12 | Unit 3 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Classroom Community- Fiction, Retelling - Fiction and Poetry
Nonfiction, Poetry Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas

6 Unit 1 - Being a Reader - The 13 Unit 3 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Classroom Community- Fiction, Retelling - Fiction and Poetry
Nonfiction, Poetry Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas

7 Unit 1 - Being a Reader - The
Classroom Community- Fiction,
Nonfiction, Poetry
Unit 1 - Being a Writer - The Classroom
Community

Week Trimester 2 Week Trimester 2

14 Unit 3 - Being a Reader - Focus on 21 Unit 5 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Retelling - Fiction and Poetry Wondering - Fiction and Poetry
Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas Unit 3 - Being a Writer - Telling More

15 Unit 3 - Being a Reader - Focus on 22 | Unit 5 - Being a Reader - Focus on

Wondering - Fiction and Poetry
Unit 3 - Being a Writer - Telling More
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Wondering - Nonfiction, Poetry and
Fiction

16 Unit 4 - Being a Reader - Focus on 23 | Unit 5 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Visualizing - Fiction and Poetry Wondering - Fiction and Poetry
Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas Unit 3 - Being a Writer - Telling More
17 Unit 4 - Being a Reader - Focus on 24 | Unit 6 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Visualizing - Fiction and Poetry Making Connections - Nonfiction and
Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas Poetry
Unit 3 - Being a Writer - Telling More
18 Unit 4 - Being a Reader - Focus on 25 Unit 6 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Visualizing - Fiction and Poetry Making Connections- Nonfiction and
Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas Poetry
Writing catch-up
19 Unit 4 - Being a Reader - Focus on 26 | Unit 6 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Visualizing - Fiction and Poetry Making Connections- Nonfiction and
Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas Poetry
Unit 4 - Being a Writer - Nonfiction
20 Unit 5 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Wondering - Fiction and Poetry
Writing catch-up
Week Trimester 3 Week Trimester 3
27 Unit 6 - Being a Reader - Focus on 34 | Unit 8 - Being a Reader - Focus on Using
Making Connections- Nonfiction and Text Features - Nonfiction and Poetry
Poetry Unit 6 - Being a Writer - Opinion Writing
Unit 4 - Being a Writer - Nonfiction
28 Unit 6 - Being a Reader - Focus on 35 | Unit 8 - Being a Reader - Focus on Using
Making Connections- Nonfiction and Text Features - Nonfiction and Poetry
Poetry Unit 6 - Being a Writer - Opinion Writing
Unit 4 - Being a Writer - Nonfiction
29 Unit 7 - Being a Reader - Focus on 36 | Unit 8 - Being a Reader - Focus on Using
Wondering - Nonfiction, Poetry and Text Features - Nonfiction and Poetry
Fiction Unit 6 - Being a Writer - Opinion Writing
Writing catch-up
30 Unit 7 - Being a Reader - Focus on 37 | Unit 8 - Being a Reader - Focus on Using
Wondering - Nonfiction, Poetry and Text Features - Nonfiction and Poetry
Fiction Writing catch-up
Unit 5 - Being a Writer - Poetry
31 Unit 7 - Being a Reader - Focus on 38 Unit 8 - Being a Reader - Focus on Using

Text Features - Nonfiction and Poetry
Free writing
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Unit 5 - Being a Writer - Poetry

32 Unit 7 - Being a Reader - Focus on 39 | Unit 8 - Being a Reader - Focus on Using
Wondering - Nonfiction, Poetry and Text Features - Nonfiction and Poetry
Fiction Free writing

Unit 5 - Being a Writer - Poetry

33 Unit 8 - Being a Reader - Focus on
Using Text Features - Nonfiction and
Poetry

Writing catch-up

Curriculum Development: Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills and
Interdisciplinary Connections
District boards of education shall be responsible for the review and continuous improvement of
curriculum and instruction based upon changes in knowledge, technology, assessment results,
and modifications to the NJSLS, according to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2.
1. District boards of education shall include interdisciplinary connections throughout the
K—12 curriculum.
2. District boards of education shall integrate into the curriculum 21st century themes
and skills (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1(c).
Twenty-first century themes and skills integrated into all content standards areas
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3).
“Twenty-first century themes and skills” means themes such as global awareness; financial,
economic, business, and entrepreneurial literacy; civic literacy; health literacy; learning and
innovation skills, including creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, and
communication and collaboration; information, media, and technology skills; and life and career
skills, including flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self direction, social and cross-cultural
skills, productivity and accountability, and leadership and responsibility.
Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of
African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.
Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28
Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an
appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The
instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to fight
racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.
Diversity and Inclusion Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/socst/docs/DiversitylnclusionLaw.PDF



https://www.nj.gov/education/code/current/title6a/chap8.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-jersey/2018/title-52/chapter-16a/section-52-16a-88/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-jersey/2018/title-18a/chapter-35/section-18a-35-28/
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/socst/docs/DiversityInclusionLaw.PDF
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A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions
of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate
place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s
implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board
of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of
instructional materials to implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials including various levels of Texts

Center for the Collaborative Classroom. (2024). Being a reader: Grade K classroom
package (Expanded 2nd ed.). Center for the Collaborative Classroom

Center for the Collaborative Classroom. (2024). Being a writer: Grade K classroom package
(3rd ed.). Center for the Collaborative Classroom

Suggested materials and supplies for reading and writing:

Small-group Reading Book Sets 1-3
Assessment Resource Book

Read aloud books

Decodable readers

Capitol and lowercase letter cards
Letter cards

Phonological awareness cards

Picture Cards

Word Cards

High frequency word cards

Spelling sound chart

Wipe off boards, markers and erasers
Starter kits of consumable sorts and assessments
Read-aloud big books

3 prong folders (Poetry book)

Digital resources on the Learning Portal
Chart paper

Time Frame 6 weeks

Unit 1 - Being a Reader - The Classroom Community

Alignment to Standards
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Language Domain
Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.

B. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.

D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Fluency

L.RF.K.4. Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including words with one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.
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Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C. Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.

F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling
L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.

E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.

E. Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

is doing,

G. Supply the “who, what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.
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A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

L.VIL.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and key details of an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.

RILIT.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals,
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RI.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of informational texts (e.g., biographies, recipes, how-to
manuals) and identify features of print (e.g., front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RL.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define
the role of each in telling the story.

RI.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a text and define
the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text.

RL.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).
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RI.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration
depicts).

RI.AA.K.7. With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points
in a text.

RL.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions,
or procedures).

RI.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two informational texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations,
descriptions, or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message
and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.1I.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.
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SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.P1.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e What does it mean to belong to a community?
e What does it mean to be part of a classroom community?
e What does it mean to be a listener?
e What does it mean to be a reader?

Guiding Questions:
e How can you be a good listener?
e How can you show respect to your peers?
e How do we gather at the rug?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:
e How to listen carefully and respectfully
e How to be part of a classroom community
B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:
e Being part of a classroom community makes us better learners
e Letters are symbols that makeup words
C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:
Listen with care and respect
Take turns talking and listening
Participate responsibly
Hold a pencil
Listen to and discuss stories and poems
Make text to self connections

Suggested Learning Activities:

e Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Introduction to letter names
Turn and talk
Handwriting exercises
Vocabulary games
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Texts and “poetry” in this unit:

e Chicka Chicka Boom Boom
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”
“I'm a Little Teapot”

The Alphabet

“Under a Button”

“A-Hunting We Will Go”

“The Itsy Bitsy Spider”
“Under a Button”

| Went Walking

“The Ants Go Marching”
“The More We Get Together”
“One, Two, Three, Four, Five”
“Way Down South”

Hands Can

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e Whole group participation
e Thumbs up/thumbs down

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e Student Progress Assessment
e Letter Name Assessment
e Social Skills Assessment Record

Benchmark:
e Acadience Benchmark Beginning of the Year Assessment
e Small-Group Foundational Skills Placement Assessment

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.
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6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.C1.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 3 weeks

Unit 2 - Being a Reader - Focus on Making Connections - Fiction & Poetry

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain
Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
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A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.

B. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.

F.  Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words
to make new words.

Phonics and Word Recognition
L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Fluency

L.RF.K.4. Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including words with one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
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L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.
A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a
transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).

B.  Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.
A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.

B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

D. Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

E
F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G

is doing,

Supply the “who, what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.




DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts COURSE: Kindergarten

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L.  Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VIL.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.
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Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.

RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RL.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define
the role of each in telling the story.

RL.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

RL.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions,
or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined

experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
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W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.Il.LK.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.P1.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e What is fiction?
e How do we identify different types of fiction?
e Why is it important to write letters?
e Can reading look different for everyone?

Guiding Questions:
e Does this story remind you of something you did?
e Does this character remind you of something in your life?
e How do pictures tell a story?
Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:
e How to listen carefully and respectfully
e How to be part of a classroom community
e That fiction is a type of story that is not real
B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:
e There are different types of fiction
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Authors write the words in a book
lllustrators draw the pictures in a book

Being part of a classroom community makes us better learners

Talking with a partner helps us understand stories better

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

Listen with care and respect

Take turns talking and listening

Participate responsibly

Participate in partner work

Begin to form uppercase letters with a pencil

Listen to and discuss stories and poems

Make text to self connections

Begin independent “reading”/browsing books for a set time

Suggested Learning Activities:

Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Turn and talk

Handwriting exercises
Independent daily reading (IDR)
Vocabulary games

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:

When Sophie Gets Angry
“Just Three”
Say Hello - DEI
The Big Umbrella - DEI
Josie’s Lost Tooth
Poetry Review

Assessments

Formative:

Teacher observations
Whole group participation

Summative:

Class Assessment Records
IDR Conference Record
Listening Comprehension Assessment

Benchmark:

n/a

Alternative:

One-on-one conference or interview
Observation of student

COURSE: Kindergarten
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Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 4 weeks

Unit 1 - Being a Writer - The Classroom Community

Alignment to Standards
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Language Domain
Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
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F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling
L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a

transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).

B. Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.
B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

is doing,

Supply the “who,

D

E

F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.
J.

With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L.  Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
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A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

Reading Domain
RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.

RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RL.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define
the role of each in telling the story.

RL.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

RL.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions,
or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined

experience or events.

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
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W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.Il.LK.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.P1.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e How does visualizing help us write?
e How does being part of the classroom community help me write?

Guiding Questions:
e What do you like about kindergarten?
What does your partner like about kindergarten?
How can we show what we like in a picture and with words?
What do you like to do on a good day?
Who is your favorite person to spend time with?
What does my picture show?
What does your picture show?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

e How to listen carefully and respectfully

e How to be part of a classroom community

e Drawings and writing convey meaning
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B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:
e words and pictures in books tell a story
e that they can generate words and pictures to tell a story
e Listening to their peers will help them think of answers

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

Visualize what they like to do in kindergarten

Use visualizing and drawing

Share story ideas in pairs

Share writing with the class

Listen to and discuss stories

Explore describing words (adjectives)

Discuss describing words (adjectives) and add them to stories
Learn, practice, and follow classroom procedures
Speak loudly and clearly

Listen respectfully

Work responsibly

Learn and use “Turn to Your Partner”

Take turns talking and listening

Suggested Learning Activities:
Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Turn and talk

Handwriting exercises
Independent daily reading (IDR)
Vocabulary games

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e Hands Can - DEI

| Believe | Can - DEI

The School Book - DEI

Soup Day - DEI

Daniel’s Good Day - DEI

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e \Whole group participation

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e Individual Writing Assessment Record 1

Benchmark:
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e Beginning-of-Year Writing Sample (Optional, beginning of unit)

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.C1.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.
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Time Frame 3 weeks

Unit 3 - Being a Reader - Focus on Retelling

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain

Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.
Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

B

C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.
E

Isolate and pronounce the initial, final, and medial sounds (phonemes) in
spoken, single-syllable words, (simple syllables that do not include final /I/, /m/, /r/,
or /x/ sounds and consonant blends).

F.  Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words
to make new words.

Phonics and Word Recognition
L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.
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for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Fluency

L.RF.K.4. Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including words with one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a

transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).

B.  Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
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E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.
B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

Supply the “who,” “is doing,

D

E

F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.
H

Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L. Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).
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E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VL.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.

RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RL.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define
the role of each in telling the story.

RL.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).
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RL.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions,
or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.

A. Introduce a topic.

B. Develop the topic with at least two facts or other information and examples
related to the topic, including pictures.

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.
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SL.1I.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:

e Why is it important to retell a story?

e What strategies help to retell a story?
Guiding Questions:

e What just happened in the part | just read?

e Why did that happen?

e Who are the characters?

e Where is the story taking place?
Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

e How to listen carefully and respectfully

e That stories have events and characters
B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:

e Retelling a story helps to recall events and find meaning

e Stories have different purposes
C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

Listen with care and respect

Take turns talking and listening
Participate responsibly

Write some letters

Listen to and discuss stories and poems
Make text to self connections

Talk about stories with peers and adults

Suggested Learning Activities:
e |Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
e Turn and talk
e Handwriting exercises
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e Vocabulary games
e Independent daily reading (IDR)
e Response to text (drawing and writing)

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e (Gossie
o Whistle for Willie - DEI
e Big Book Review
e Sam and Jumpj - DEI
e “Way Down Deep”

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e \Whole group participation
e Vocabulary checks

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e |IDR Conference Record
e Listening Comprehension Assessment

Benchmark:
e n/a

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPI.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
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listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 10 weeks

Unit 2 - Being a Writer - Getting Ideas

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain
Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

Phonics and Word Recognition
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L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a
transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).

B. Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.




DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts COURSE: Kindergarten

E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.
B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

D. Use end punctuation.

G. Supply the “who,” “is doing,

what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.

H. Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L. Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.
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L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VI.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and key details of an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.

RILIT.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals,
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).
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RL.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define
the role of each in telling the story.

RI.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a text and define
the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text.

RL.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration
depicts).

Writing Domain

topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).
W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.

A. Introduce a topic.

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.

W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message
and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

Speaking and Listening Domain

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

RI.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten




DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts COURSE: Kindergarten

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking
turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.Il.LK.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e How can we use drawings, letters, and words to share what we think?
e How do we write about something that happened in our lives?
e How can a picture help us tell a story?

Guiding Questions:
e Whois in your family, and what do you love to do with them?
What is your favorite toy or game to play?
What is your favorite kind of animal?
What makes you feel happy or proud of yourself?
What is something that is round?
How would you finish this sentence?
How can we describe something?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

e How to listen carefully and respectfully

e How to be part of a classroom community

e Drawings and writing convey meaning

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:
e words and pictures in books tell a story
e that they can generate words and pictures to tell a story
e Listening to peers ideas help to generate our own ideas
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C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

Apply labels to known objects

Contribute ideas to a list

Contribute to a shared story

Visualize

Practice writing: words and sentences; ‘| like” sentences; “| see” sentences; “I love to
eat” sentences; sentences about friends; sentences about feelings

Tell stories orally

Talk and write about feelings

Share story ideas and writing in pairs and with the class

Listen to and discuss: nonfiction books; stories; poems

Explore: spelling-sound correspondences; plural nouns with the inflectional ending -s;
prepositions

Explore and act out verbs

Identify and discuss: nouns; describing words (adjectives); verbs

Refer to high-frequency word cards

Write from left to right, Leave spaces between words, Capitalize: the pronoun | and
names of specific people

Discuss and use adjectives

Take turns talking and listening

Speak loudly and clearly

Listen and respond with respect

Suggested Learning Activities:
e |Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Shared writing
e Turn and talk
e Think, pair, share
e “Author’s chair” sharing

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e City Signs
Red Is a Dragon: A Book of Colors - DEI
Round Is a Tortilla: A Book of Shapes - DEI
“My Crown” - DEI
“l Love My Body” - DEI
| Got the Rhythm - DEI
| Went Walking
Bee-bim Bop - DEI
My Friends/Mis amigos - DEI
Pigs
Feelings Like Mine - DEI

Assessments

Formative:
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e Teacher observations
e Whole group participation
e Conference records

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e Social Skills Assessment Records
e Individual Writing Assessment Record 2

Benchmark:
e n/a

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.C1.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking
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Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 3 weeks

Unit 4 - Being a Reader - Focus on Visualizing - Poetry and Fiction

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain

Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.
Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).
A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.
Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

B

C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.
E

Isolate and pronounce the initial, final, and medial sounds (phonemes) in
spoken, single-syllable words, (simple syllables that do not include final /I/, /m/, /r/,
or /x/ sounds and consonant blends).
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F.  Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words
to make new words.

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Fluency

L.RF.K.4. Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including words with one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:
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A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a

[Tl

transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, 0).

B. Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.
B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

Supply the “who,” “is doing,

D

E

F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.
H

Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L. Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
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A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VIL.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.
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RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RL.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define
the role of each in telling the story.

RL.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

RL.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions,
or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.

A. Introduce a topic.

B. Develop the topic with at least two facts or other information and examples
related to the topic, including pictures.

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.
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Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.Il.LK.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e Why is visualizing an important strategy?
e How does a “mind movie” help you learn?

Guiding Questions:
e What do you see when you close your eyes and listen to this?
e How do you feel when you close your eyes and listen?
e Can you draw what you see in your “mind movie?”

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

e How to listen carefully and respectfully

e How to be part of a classroom community

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:

e Visualizing helps to understand stories and poems

e Talking about texts with peers and adults helps to build understanding
C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

e listen to and discuss poems, songs, books, and chants
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echo and chorally read poems, songs, books, and chants
discuss concepts of print

discuss typography and punctuation

use hand motions while reading

identify rhyming words

Suggested Learning Activities:

e Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Turn and talk
Think, pair, share
Written response to text
Handwriting exercises
Vocabulary games
Response to Literature
Individualized Daily Reading (IDR)

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
“Cats”

Cat’s Colors

“It Fell in the City”
Red Sled
“Umbrellas”

“Hello, Rain”

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e Whole group participation
e Vocabulary checks

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e |DR Conference Record
e Listening Comprehension Assessment

Benchmark:
e Mid-year Acadience Benchmark Assessment

Alternative:

e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections
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Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 4 weeks

Unit 3 - Being a Writer - Telling More

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain
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Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:
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A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a

transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, 0).

B. Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.
B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

D. Use end punctuation.

G. Supply the “who,” “is doing,

what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.

H. Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L. Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.
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B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VL.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.
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RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RL.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define
the role of each in telling the story.

RL.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

Writing Domain

W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.

A. Introduce a topic.

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking
turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.Il.LK.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.
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SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.P1.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e How does an author add details?
e How does an illustrator add details?
e How can | add details in my writing?

Guiding Questions:
e Who is in your family, and what do you love to do with them?
What is your favorite toy or game to play?
What makes you angry?
How do you describe that?
What words do you already know how to spell?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

e How to listen carefully and respectfully

e How to be part of a classroom community

e Drawings and writing convey meaning

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:

words and pictures in books tell a story

that they can generate words and pictures to tell a story
Listening to peers ideas help to generate our own ideas
Adding details to drawing and writing adds meaning

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:
e Write and draw about: any topic they choose; an afterschool or weekend activity; being
really angry
Write and draw freely
Contribute and add to shared stories
Visualize and tell stories orally
Reread their stories and add to their drawings and writing
Share writing in pairs and with the class
Share writing from the Author’s Chair
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Listen to and discuss stories

Discuss how authors and illustrators tells more
Refer to high-frequency word cards

Capitalize: the first letters in sentences, the pronoun | and use periods at the end of
the sentence.

Begin to use adjectives and verbs

Discuss the inflectional endings -s and -es
Express interest in one another’s writing
Speak loudly and clearly

Listen carefully

Work responsibly and respectfully in pairs

Suggested Learning Activities:
e |Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Shared Writing
Shared writing
Turn and talk
Think, pair, share
“Author’s chair” sharing

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e Best Day Ever! - DEI
e When Sophie Gets Angry— Really, Really Angry . . .

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e Whole group participation
e Conference records

Summative:
e C(Class Assessment Records
e Individual Writing Assessment Record 2

Benchmark:
e n/a

Alternative:

e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPI.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.C1.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 3 weeks

Unit 5 - Being a Reader - Focus on Wondering - Fiction and Poetry

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain
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Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.

Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

B

C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.
E

Isolate and pronounce the initial, final, and medial sounds (phonemes) in
spoken, single-syllable words, (simple syllables that do not include final /I/, /m/, /r/,
or /x/ sounds and consonant blends).

F.  Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words
to make new words.

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).
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Fluency

L.RF.K.4. Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including words with one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C. Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E. Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a

transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).

B.  Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

vowel sounds.
D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.

B. Write simple sentences.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
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C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

is doing,

Supply the “who,

D

E

F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.
H

Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L.  Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.
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L.VIL.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.

RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RL.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define
the role of each in telling the story.

RL.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

RL.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions,
or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose

informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.

A. Introduce a topic.
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B. Develop the topic with at least two facts or other information and examples
related to the topic, including pictures.

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.Il.LK.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.LK.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.
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SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:

e \What does it mean to Wonder about a book or poem?

e Why is it important to Wonder?

e How does wondering deepen meaning for readers?
Guiding Questions:

e Why is this event happening in this story?

e What is this character doing?

e How are these events connected?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:
e \Wondering is a way to deepen understanding
e Discussing books and poems with peers and adults can deepen understanding
B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:
e Wondering is not making a prediction
e \Wondering is a form of questioning
e Things we wonder aren’t always answered in the text
C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:
make text-to-self connections
retell stories
make predictions
read independently
discuss a story's message
discuss alliteration
discuss characters' feelings
self-monitor to check for accuracy and understanding
echo and chorally read poems, songs, books, and chants
use hand motions while reading
clap and count syllables
listen to and discuss poems, songs, books, and chants
act out and dramatize parts of texts
identify rhyming words
write more letters
work responsibly in pairs
share ideas with one another
participate responsibly

Suggested Learning Activities:
e Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
e Introduction to letter names
e Turn and talk
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e Handwriting exercises
e Vocabulary games
e Individualized Daily Reading (IDR)

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:

e Found
e “Windshield Wipers”
e Going Places
e Walking Through the Jungle
e A Big Mooncake for Little Star - DEI
e “Some One”
Formative:

e Teacher observations
e \Whole group participation
e Vocabulary checks

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e IDR Conference Record
e Social Skills Assessment
e Listening Comprehension Assessment

Benchmark:
e n/a

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPI.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.
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6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 3 weeks

Unit 4 - Being a Writer - Nonfiction

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain

Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
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D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.

E. Isolate and pronounce the initial, final, and medial sounds (phonemes) in
spoken, single-syllable words, (simple syllables that do not include final /I/, /m/, /r/,
or /x/ sounds and consonant blends).

F.  Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words
to make new words.

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.

F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.
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Spelling
L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a

transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).

B.  Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.
B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

is doing,

Supply the “who,

D

E

F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.
H

Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.




DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts COURSE: Kindergarten

L.  Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VIL.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RI.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).
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RI.CI.LK.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and key details of an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RILIT.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals,
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

RI.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of informational texts (e.g., biographies, recipes, how-to
manuals) and identify features of print (e.g., front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RI.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a text and define
the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text.

RI.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration
depicts).

RI.LAA.K.7. With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points
in a text.

RI.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two informational texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations,
descriptions, or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.

A. Introduce a topic.

B. Develop the topic with at least two facts or other information and examples
related to the topic, including pictures.

W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message
and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
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W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. &

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.1I.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e How can | write an informational text?
e How is an informational text organized?
e How does comparing fiction and nonfiction on the same topic help to convey
meaning?

Guiding Questions:
e How are these books alike?
What information is the same in both books?
How can we show what we know about our classroom?
How would you label this part?
What sound do you hear?
What letters would you write to match your sounds?
What did we learn about museums?
What do you know about grapes and raisins?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:
e How to listen carefully and respectfully
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e How to be part of a classroom community
e Drawings and writing can convey information

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:

words and pictures in books can give information

that they can generate words and pictures to give information
Nonfiction texts give information

Adding details to drawing and writing adds meaning

Using conventions of writing gives clarity to readers

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

e Write and illustrate page(s) for a class nonfiction book

e Write and draw freely

e Contribute ideas to a list of facts about the agreed upon topics

e Ask a guest and their partner questions

e Contribute to: a shared nonfiction book about a guest

e Make book covers for booklets

e Share writing in pairs and from the Author’s Chair

e Listen to and discuss nonfiction books

e Compare fiction and nonfiction texts

e Discuss: prepositions that show location; ending punctuation; the inflectional endings
-s and -es in regular plural nouns

e Explore question marks

e Capitalize: the first letters in sentences; names of specific people

e Use punctuation at the ends of sentences

e Take turns talking and listening

e Share partners’ thinking

e Work responsibly and respectfully in pairs

Suggested Learning Activities:
Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Shared writing

Turn and talk

Think, pair, share

“Author’s chair” sharing

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e A Visit to the Museum
e | Want to Be a Nurse
e \egetables

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e Whole group participation




DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts COURSE: Kindergarten

e Conference records

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e Social Skills Records
e Individual Writing Assessment Record 4

Benchmark:
e n/a

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis
8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
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Algorithms & Programming
8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.
8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 4 weeks

Unit 6 - Being a Reader - Focus on Making Connections - Nonfiction and Poetry

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain

Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts

L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.
Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

B

C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.
E

Isolate and pronounce the initial, final, and medial sounds (phonemes) in
spoken, single-syllable words, (simple syllables that do not include final /I/, /m/, /r/,
or /x/ sounds and consonant blends).

F.  Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words
to make new words.
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Fluency

Spelling

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

L.RF.K.4. Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including words with one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.

F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a
transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).
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B.  Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CvVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.
B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

D. Use end punctuation.
E. Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.

is doing,

G. Supply the “who, what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.

H. Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L.  Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).
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C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VI.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RI.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and key details of an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RLIT.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals,
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

RI.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of informational texts (e.g., biographies, recipes, how-to
manuals) and identify features of print (e.g., front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).
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RI.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a text and define
the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text.

RI.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration
depicts).

RI.AA.K.7. With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points
in a text.

RI.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two informational texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations,
descriptions, or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.

A. Introduce a topic.

B. Develop the topic with at least two facts or other information and examples
related to the topic, including pictures.

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.




DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts COURSE: Kindergarten

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.Il.LK.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e How is non-fiction different from fiction?
e How does non-fiction help us learn new things?
e How do text features help us learn?

Guiding Questions:
e What is this book about?
Where is the table of contents found?
Why are these words in bold?
What is a caption?
What is a glossary?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

e Non-Fiction books give information and have facts

e Non-fiction books are not made-up

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:
e the purpose of non-fiction is to read information
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e Authors have a purpose when writing a book
e making connections to what we read builds understanding

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

make text-to-self connections

Identify and begin to use text features

compare and contrast texts

read independently

explore fiction and nonfiction to develop an understanding of genre
identify information they learned about a topic

use photographs and captions

use the table of contents to preview the book
self-monitor to check for accuracy and understanding
echo and chorally read poems, songs, books, and chants
listen to and discuss poems, songs, books, and chants
identify rhyming words

identify ending sounds

give full attention to people who are speaking

share partners’ thinking

participate responsibly

work responsibly in pairs

Suggested Learning Activities:

e Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Introduction to letter names
Turn and talk
Handwriting exercises
Vocabulary games

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e My Home, Your Home - DEI/Amistad
Poetry Review
Back to School
I Love Our Earth - Climate Change
A Library Field Trip
A Visit to the Library
Big Book Review
A Visit to the Fire Station
What Is Round?

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e \Whole group participation
e Vocabulary checks
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Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e |IDR Conference Records
e Listening comprehension assessment

Benchmark:
® n/a

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis
8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming
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8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.
8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 3 weeks

Unit 5 - Being a Writer - Poetry

Alignment to Standards

Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).
A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.
B. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.
C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
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L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.
A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a
transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).

B.  Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.
A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.

B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

D. Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

E
F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G

is doing,

Supply the “who, what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.
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H. Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L.  Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VIL.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).
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C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and key details of an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

Writing Domain

W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.

A. Introduce a topic.

B. Develop the topic with at least two facts or other information and examples
related to the topic, including pictures.

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
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W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. &

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.1I.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e How can visualization help develop an understanding of poetry?
e How can acting out a poem deepen understanding?

Guiding Questions:

e What did you visualize in your mind movie when you heard that poem?
Can you show us without words what you see in your mind movie?
How does an animal look?

What does it feel like to touch that animal?

What color is that food?

What shape is that food?

What picture do you see in your mind when you hear that?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

e How to listen carefully and respectfully

e How to be part of a classroom community

e that visualization can build meaning?
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B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:

Visualization can create a mind picture or mind movie

that they can generate words and pictures to give information
Poetry can be fiction and nonfiction

Adding details to drawing and writing adds meaning

Using conventions of writing gives clarity to readers

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

Draw and write about visualizations

Write poems about: animals; food

Write and draw freely

Contribute to a list of descriptive words

Contribute to a shared poem

Contribute color words to a list of descriptive words about food
Share poems from the Author’s Chair

Listen to, visualize, act out, and discuss poems

Identify and discuss: repetition; text structure

Discuss prepositions that show when something happen
Identify and discuss: verbs; nouns

Participate responsibly and respectfully

Work responsibly and respectfully in pairs

Listen carefully

Suggested Learning Activities:
Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Shared writing

Turn and talk

Think, pair, share

“Author’s chair” sharing

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e “Ways to Say Hello”

“Measuring”

“Shore”

“Nighttime in the Garden”

“dear sun”

“It Fell in the City”

“'m a Yellow-bill Duck”

“Sparrow”

“The Squirrel”

“Sack Lunch”

“Crunch and Lick”

Excerpt from Bean Soup: A Cooking Poem/Sopa de frijoles: un poema para cocinar -

DEI

Assessments
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Formative:
e Teacher observations
e \Whole group participation
e Conference records

Summative:
e C(Class Assessment Records
e Individual Writing Assessment Record 5

Benchmark:
e n/a

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking
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Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 3 weeks

Unit 7 - Being a Reader - Focus on Wondering - Nonfiction, Poetry and Fiction

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain

Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.
Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

B

C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.
E

Isolate and pronounce the initial, final, and medial sounds (phonemes) in
spoken, single-syllable words, (simple syllables that do not include final /I/, /m/, /r/,
or /x/ sounds and consonant blends).

F.  Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words
to make new words.
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Fluency

Spelling

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

L.RF.K.4. Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including words with one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.

F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a
transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).
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B.  Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CvVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.
B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

is doing,

Supply the “who,

D

E

F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.
H

. Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L.  Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).
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C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VI.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and key details of an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).
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RL.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.

RILIT.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals,
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RI.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of informational texts (e.g., biographies, recipes, how-to
manuals) and identify features of print (e.g., front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RL.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define
the role of each in telling the story.

RI.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a text and define
the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text.

RL.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

RI.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration
depicts).

RI.AA.K.7. With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points
in a text.

RL.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions,
or procedures).

RI.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two informational texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations,
descriptions, or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose

informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.

A. Introduce a topic.
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B. Develop the topic with at least two facts or other information and examples
related to the topic, including pictures.

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.Il.LK.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.LK.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.
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SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e How are non-fiction books different from fiction?
e How do non-fiction books help us learn?
O

Guiding Questions:
e What is this book mostly about?
What is the main idea or big topic?
What is one real thing you learned from this book?
Where can we look in the book to find a word's meaning?
What do the photographs or drawings show us?
How do the labels or captions help us understand the pictures?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

e that Wondering helps readers build meaning

e Predictions are different from Wonderings

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:
e Predictions are guesses based on things we know
e \Wonderings are questions we have and would like to have answered

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

compare and contrast texts

Identify text features

read independently

make and confirm predictions

identify information they learned about a topic

discuss repetition or pattern

self-monitor to check for accuracy and understanding
echo and chorally read poems, songs, books, and chants
act out and dramatize parts of texts

listen to and discuss poems, songs, books, and chants
identify rhyming words

demonstrate knowledge of concepts of print

review words with multiple meanings

review synonyms

review the suffix -ful « -less

review antonyms

Suggested Learning Activities:
e Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
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Turn and talk

Think, pair, share

Response to Literature
Handwriting exercises
Individualized Daily Reading (IDR)
Vocabulary games

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e A Baby Penguin Story
A Baby Duck Story
“I'm a Yellow-bill Duck”
Baby Zebras
Tiny Little Fly
Baby Hippos
“From Rags to River Horse: Why Fiona the Star Hippo Had a Rough Start”
Five Little Ducks

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e Whole group participation
e Vocabulary checks

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e |DR Conference Records
e Listening Comprehension Assessment

Benchmark:
® n/a

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPI.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.
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6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Books about animals support life and earth science standards.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Science

K-LS1-: Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals (including humans)
need to survive.

K-ESS2-2: Construct an argument supported by evidence for how plants and animals
(including humans) can change the environment to meet their needs.

K-ESS3-3: Communicate solutions that will reduce the impact of humans on the land, water,
air, and/or other living things in the local environment.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 3 weeks

Unit 6 - Being a Writer - Opinion Writing

Alignment to Standards
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Language Domain
Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

Phonics and Word Recognition

L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
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F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling
L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a

transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).

B. Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.

A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.
B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

is doing,

Supply the “who,

D

E

F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.
H

Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.

l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.
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L.  Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VI.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).

D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RL.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
literary text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and key details of an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).




DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts COURSE: Kindergarten

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.1I.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
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What is an opinion?

How do feelings shape choices?
What makes an item special?

Why do people like different things?

Guiding Questions:

What kind of pet would you like to have?

What pet would not make a good pet?

What part of school do you like best?

Why was that party your favorite?

Did you like learning to write in kindergarten?Why?
What part of our lessons is your favorite? Why?
What part of our lessons is not your favorite? Why?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

How to listen carefully and respectfully
How to be part of a classroom community
Opinions should be respected

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:

opinions should have reasoning behind them

that they can generate words and pictures to give information

Being respectful to our peers opinions is an important part of community
Adding details to drawing and writing adds meaning

Using conventions of writing gives clarity to readers

Adding reasoning to opinions conveys meaning

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

Write opinion pieces on agreed topics

Write and draw freely

Contribute to a shared list

Contribute to a shared opinion piece

Contribute to a shared letter to next year’s class
Draw self-portraits

Share writing from the Author’s Chair

Listen to and discuss: a poem; a fiction story
Identify the opinion and reasons in: a poem; a story
Listen to classmates’ opinion pieces

Capitalize the pronoun |

Discuss the inflectional endings -s and -es in regular plural nouns
Explore the connecting word because

Discuss opinions respectfully

Listen carefully and respectfully

Suggested Learning Activities:

Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
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Shared writing

Free writing

Turn and talk

Think, pair, share
“Author’s chair” sharing

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e “Alligators Are Unfriendly”
e [Love My Teacher!

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e Whole group participation
e Conference records

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
e Social Skills Assessment Record
e Individual Writing Assessment Record 6

Benchmark:
e End of year writing sample (optional)

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student
e Student response books from Being a Reader

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.
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Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis

8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
Algorithms & Programming

8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.

8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Time Frame 5 weeks

Unit 8 - Being a Reader - Focus on Using Text Features

Alignment to Standards

Language Domain
Foundational Skills: Reading Language

Print Concepts
L.RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

B. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific
sequences of letters.

C. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

D. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.
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Phonological Awareness
L.RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

A. Recognize and produce rhyming words.

Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

B

C. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
D. Orally repeat multi-syllable words and pronounce the separate syllables.
E

Isolate and pronounce the initial, final, and medial sounds (phonemes) in
spoken, single-syllable words, (simple syllables that do not include final /I/, /m/, /r/,
or /x/ sounds and consonant blends).

F.  Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words
to make new words.

Phonics and Word Recognition
L.RF.K.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and
encoding words.

A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences
by producing many of the most frequently used sounds of each consonant.

B. Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes)
for the five major vowels.

C. Read high-frequency words and grade level irregular words with
automaticity.

D. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts
that are irregular.

E. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ (e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot).

Fluency

L.RF.K.4. Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including words with one-to-one
letter-sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.

Foundational Skills: Writing Language

Sound-Letter Basics
L.WF.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing.

A. Match upper and lowercase letters.
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B. Write upper and lowercase letters, with reference to a model.
C.  Write left to right and include a space between words.

D. Identify the letters used to represent vowel phonemes and those used to
represent consonants, knowing that every syllable has a vowel.

E.  Write a common grapheme (letter or letter group) for each phoneme.
F.  Orally segment the phonemes in any single syllable, spoken word.

Spelling

L.WF.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of encoding and spelling common,
regular, single-syllable words by:

A. Representing phonemes, first to last, in simple words, using letters with a
transparent relationship to sound (e.g., the “0” in “rope” may be spelled with a
single letter, o).

B.  Writing or selecting a missing initial or final consonant when spelling a CVC
(consonant-vowel-consonant) word.

C. Spelling VC (vowel-consonant) [at, in] and CVC [pet, mud] words with short
vowel sounds.

D. Writing frequently used words accurately.
E. Attempting phonetic spellings of unknown words.

F.  Writing initial and final consonant blends (must, slab, plump).

Sentence Composition (Grammar, Syntax, and Punctuation)
L.WF.K.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions of sentence composition.
A. Repeat a sentence, identifying how many words are in the sentence.

B. Write simple sentences.

C. Capitalize the first word in a sentence, capitalize proper names, and include
spaces between words.

Use end punctuation.

Use manipulatives or digital tools to construct complete sentences.

is doing,

Supply the “who,

D

E

F.  Write sentences with increasing complexity.
G what,” in a subject-verb-object sentence frame.
H

Match periods, question marks, and exclamation points to statements,
questions, commands, and exclamations.
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l. With support, distinguish between a complete sentence and a sentence
fragment.

J. With support, write statements in response to questions, and questions
transformed from statements, using conventional word order.

K.  Elaborate a simple subject or simple predicate, in response to questions
who, what, where, when, how, or why.

L.  Use conjunctions appropriately in sentences (e.g., and, but, so, and
because).

L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions
when speaking and listening.
A. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.

B. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding -s or -es (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
wishes).

C. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
when, why, how).

D. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off,
for, of, by, with).

E. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

L.VL.K.2. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten
reading and content.

A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g.,
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).

B. Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing) as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word.

L.VIL.K.3. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of
the concepts the categories represent.

B. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by
relating them to their opposites (antonyms).

C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).
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D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general
action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.

Reading Domain

RI.CR.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and key details of an
informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).

RI.IT.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals,
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

RL.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify
features of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RI.TS.K.4. Recognize common types of informational texts (e.g., biographies, recipes, how-to
manuals) and identify features of print (e.g., front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

RI.PP.K.5. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a text and define
the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text.

RI.MF.K.6. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the
text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration
depicts).

RI.AA.K.7. With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points
in a text.

RL.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions,
or procedures).

RI.CT.K.8. With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between
two informational texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations,
descriptions, or procedures).

Writing Domain

W.AW.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces on
topics or texts (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.IW.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts to convey ideas.
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A. Introduce a topic.

B. Develop the topic with at least two facts or other information and examples
related to the topic, including pictures.

W.NW.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate real or imagined
experience or events.

A. Establish a situation and/or introduce characters; organize an event
sequence (beginning, middle, end).

B. Provide limited details of experiences, events, or characters.
C. Provide a reaction to the experiences or events.
W.WP.K.4. With prompts and support from adults, recognize that writing carries a message

and should make sense to others.

W.WR.K.5. With prompting and support, generate questions through shared research in
response to a topic, text, or stimulus (e.g., event, photograph, video, book).

W.SE.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

W.RW.K.7. With prompting and support, engage in brief but regular writing and drawing tasks.

Speaking and Listening Domain

SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care
and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

SL.1I.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting
clarification if something is not understood.

SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.

SL.PI.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.

SL.UM.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.
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SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills

Essential Questions:
e How does using text features make us better readers?
e What kind of information do different text features give us?

Guiding Questions:

e Where is the Table of Contents?
What page tells us about this topic?
What does this heading tell us?
Why is this word bold?

What does this caption say?
What does this label point to?
What does this diagram show?
Where is the glossary?

What does this word mean?
Where is the index?

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings:

A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

e that non-fiction books have text features
e Text features all serve separate purposes

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT:

e Utilizing text features help us deepen understanding as readers
e Making connections help us deepen understanding as readers
e There can be fiction and nonfiction texts on the same topic

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

use text features

making text-to-self connections

reading independently

discuss characters' feelings

identify information they learned about a topic

use diagrams, labels, glossary, index, photographs, and table of contents
self-monitor to check for accuracy and understanding
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echo and chorally read poems, songs, books, and chants
identify rhyming words

act out and dramatize parts of texts

listen to and discuss poems, songs, books, and chants
clap and count syllables

Demonstrate knowledge of concepts of print

review the inflectional ending -s and -ing

review words with multiple meanings

review synonyms and antonyms

review the suffix -ful

review the prefix un-

Suggested Learning Activities:

e |Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons
Turn and talk
Think, pair, share
Response to Literature
Handwriting exercises
Individualized Daily Reading (IDR)
Vocabulary games

Texts and “poetry” in this unit:
e Trains

“I Love to Ride on a Train”

The Moon

“Night”

The Sun

I Love Bugs!

Dolphins

Poetry Review

Thank You, Omu!

Big Book Review

Assessments

Formative:
e Teacher observations
e Whole group participation
e Vocabulary checks

Summative:
e Class Assessment Records
IDR Conference Records
Social Skills assessment record
Listening Comprehension Assessment
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Benchmark:
e End of year Acadience Assessment

Alternative:
e One-on-one conference or interview
e Observation of student

Interdisciplinary Connections

Social studies civics standards will be applied to support creating a community of learners.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

6.1.2.CivicsPl.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish
responsibilities, and fulfill roles of authority.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed
to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.
6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can
contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts,
listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

Books about animals, the moon and the sun support energy, life and earth science standards.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Science

K-PS3-1: Make observations to determine the effect of sunlight on Earth’s surface.

K-LS1-1: Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals (including
humans) need to survive.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key
Skills:

9.4.2.Cl.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a,
2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2)

9.4.2.IML.3: Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about
topics such as climate change, with guidance and support from adults (e.g., 6.3.2.GeoGl.2,
6.1.2.HistorySE.3, W.2.6, 1-LSI-2).

Computer Science & Design Thinking

Data & Analysis
8.1.2.DA.1: Collect and present data, including climate change data, in various visual formats.
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Algorithms & Programming
8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.
8.1.2.AP.5: Describe a program’s sequence of events, goals, and expected outcomes.

Modifications (ELL, Special Education, At-Risk Students, Gifted & Talented, & 504 Plans)

ELL:

Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase
Use visuals

Introduce key vocabulary before lesson

Teacher models reading aloud daily

Provide peer tutoring

Use of Bilingual Dictionary

Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments
Provide students with English Learner leveled readers.

Supports for Students With IEPs:

e Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests
e Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments
e Work in a small group
e Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
e Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text)
e Follow all IEP modifications

At-Risk Students:

e Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments
Introduce key vocabulary before lesson

Work in a small group

Lesson taught again using a differentiated approach

Allow answers to be given orally or dictated

Use visuals / Anchor Charts

Leveled texts according to ability

Gifted and Talented:
e Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept
maps, concept puzzles)
Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum
Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities
Provide whole group enrichment explorations
Teach cognitive and methodological skills
Use center, stations, or contracts
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e Organize integrated problem-solving simulations
e Propose interest-based extension activities
e Expose students to beyond level texts.

Supports for Students With 504 Plans:

Follow all the 504 plan modifications

Text to speech/audio recorded selections

Amplification system as needed

Leveled texts according to ability

Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed

Modified or constrained spelling word lists

Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns
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