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Week Marking Period 1 Week Marking Period 1 

1 The Epic 7 Romantic Literature 
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2 The Epic 8 Romantic Literature 

3 The Epic 9 Romantic Literature 

4 The Epic 10 Romantic Literature 

5 The Epic 11 Science Fiction/Dystopian 

6 Romantic Literature 12 Science Fiction/Dystopian 

Week Marking Period 2 Week Marking Period 2 

13 Science Fiction/Dystopian 19 Gothic Literature 

14 Science Fiction/Dystopian 20 Gothic Literature 

15 Science Fiction/Dystopian 21 Argument and Research 

16 Gothic Literature 22 Argument and Research 

17 Gothic Literature 23 Argument and Research 

18 Gothic Literature 24 Argument and Research 

Week Marking Period 3 Week Marking Period 3 

25 Argument and Research 30 British Drama 

26 British Drama 31 British Satire 

27 British Drama 32 British Satire 

28 British Drama 33 British Satire 

29 British Drama 34 British Satire 

Week Marking Period 4 Week Marking Period 4 

35 British Satire 39 Popular Fiction 

36 Popular Fiction 40 Popular Fiction 

37 Popular Fiction 41 Popular Fiction 

38 Popular Fiction 42 Popular Fiction 

New Jersey Administrative Code Summary and Statutes 
 
Curriculum Development: Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills and 
Interdisciplinary Connections 
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District boards of education shall be responsible for the review and continuous improvement of 
curriculum and instruction based upon changes in knowledge, technology, assessment results, 
and modifications to the NJSLS, according to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2. 

1. District boards of education shall include interdisciplinary connections throughout the  
K–12 curriculum. 
2. District boards of education shall integrate into the curriculum 21st century themes 
and skills (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1(c). 

Twenty-first century themes and skills integrated into all content standards areas 
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3). 
“Twenty-first century themes and skills” means themes such as global awareness; financial, 
economic, business, and entrepreneurial literacy; civic literacy; health literacy; learning and 
innovation skills, including creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, and 
communication and collaboration; information, media, and technology skills; and life and career 
skills, including flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self direction, social and cross-cultural 
skills, productivity and accountability, and leadership and responsibility. 
Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of 
African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and 
secondary school students. 
Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 
Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an 
appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The 
instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to fight 
racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens. 
Diversity and Inclusion Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/socst/docs/DiversityInclusionLaw.PDF 
A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions 
of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate 
place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s 
implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board 
of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of 
instructional materials to implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 
 
 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/code/current/title6a/chap8.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-jersey/2018/title-52/chapter-16a/section-52-16a-88/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-jersey/2018/title-18a/chapter-35/section-18a-35-28/
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/socst/docs/DiversityInclusionLaw.PDF
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Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials, including various levels of Texts 

Beowulf.  
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. 
Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Canterbury Tales. 
Milton, John. Paradise Lost. 
Spenser, Edmund. The Faerie Queen. 
Brontë, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. 
Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein. 
Kipling, Rudyard. “They.” 
Kipling, Rudyard. “The Mark of the Beast.” 
Kipling, Rudyard. The Jungle Book. 
de la Mare, Walter. “The Listeners.” 
Stevenson, Robert Louis.“The Body Snatcher.” 
Stevenson, Robert Louis. Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 
Stoker, Bram. Dracula. 
Wilde, Oscar. The Picture of Dorian Gray. 
Brontë, Emily. Wuthering Heights. 
Golding, William. Lord of the Flies. 
Wells, H. G. The Island of Dr. Moreau. 
Wells, H. G. The Time Machine. 
Wells, H. G. War of the Worlds. 
Wells, H. G. The Invisible Man. 
Huxley, Aldous. Brave New World.  
Ishiguro, Kazuo. Never Let Me Go.  
Orwell, George. 1984. 
Ness, Patrick. The Knife of Never Letting Go. 
Swift, Jonathan. Gulliver’s Travels. 
Swift, Jonathan. “A Modest Proposal.” 
Shakespeare, William. Julius Caesar. 
Shakespeare, William. Macbeth. 
Shakespeare, William. Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
Shaw, George Bernard. Pygmalion. 
Wilde, Oscar. The Importance of Being Earnest.  
Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. 
Joyce, James. “Araby.” 
Butler, Samuel. “Erewhon.” 
The Story of King Arthur and His Knights. 
Pope, Alexander. “The Rape of the Lock.” 
Gaiman, Neil. Stardust. 
Malley, Gemma. The Declaration. 
Ward, Rachel. Numbers. 
Kureishi, Hanif. The Buddha of Suburbia. 
Smith, Zadie. White Teeth. 
Levy, Andrea. Small Island. 
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Evaristo, Bernardine. Girl, Woman, Other. 
Evans, Diana. Ordinary People. 
Blackman, Malorie. Noughts and Crosses.  
Selvon, Sam. The Lonely Londoners. 
Ness, Patrick. More Than This.  
Oseman, Alice. Radio Silence.  
Oseman, Alice. Heartstopper. 
Green, Simon James. Noah Can’t Even. 
Boyne, John. The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. 
Wein, Elizabeth. Code Name Verity. 
Wein, Elizabeth. Rose Under Fire. 
Lucy Adlington. The Red Ribbon. 
Lantos, Peter. The Boy Who Didn’t Want to Die. 
Matthias, Sarah. A Berlin Love Song. 
“Owning It: Our Disabled Childhoods in Our Own Words.” 
Sheibani, Jion. The Silver Chair. 
Elliot, Joseph. The Good Hawk. 
Noakes, Laura. Cosmia Unfortunate Steals a Star.  
Guthrie, Laura. Anna. 
Joelson, Penny. I Have No Secrets. 
Wein, Elizabeth. The Last Hawk. 
Lloyd, Saci. The Carbon Diaries 2015. 
Sedgwick, Marcus. Floodland. 
James, Lauren. Green Rising.  
 
“Holocaust Memory in Britain” 
(https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/survival-and-legacy/legacy-and-memory/holocaust-m
emory-in-britain/) 
https://holocausteducation.org.uk/teachers-resources/  
newsela.com 
commonlit.com  
The Onion articles (www.theonion.com) 
Essays on Canterbury Tales https://opencanterburytales.dsl.lsu.edu/  
The New York Times articles 
BBC articles 
Video clips (e.g., Monty Python films, SNL sketches, and other satirical works). 
Poetry by various British authors, including but not limited to: William Blake, William 
Wordsworth, John Keats, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Sir Walter Scott, Rudyard Kipling, 
William Shakespeare, Alfred, Lord Tennyson, Elizabeth Barett Browning, Robert Browning, 
Dylan Thomas, T. S. Elliot, William Butler Yeats, Anne Bradstreet, Christina Rossetti, John 
Donne, Mary Shelley, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Oscar Wilde, Robert Louis Stevenson, etc. 

 

https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/survival-and-legacy/legacy-and-memory/holocaust-memory-in-britain/
https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/survival-and-legacy/legacy-and-memory/holocaust-memory-in-britain/
https://holocausteducation.org.uk/teachers-resources/
http://newsela.com
http://commonlit.com
http://www.theonion.com
https://opencanterburytales.dsl.lsu.edu/
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Time Frame Week 1-5 

Topic 

Unit 1: The Epic 

Alignment to Standards 

Language 
L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

A.​ Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and place, and is 
sometimes contested. 

B.​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
C.​ Recognize spelling conventions. 

L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

A.​ Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

B.​ Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
C.​ Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A.​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B.​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.​ Analyze how an author or speaker uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of 
a text or discussion. 

D.​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

E.​ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.VI.11–12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings, including connotative meanings. 

A.​ Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
B.​ Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C.​ Analyze how the meaning of a key term or terms develops or is refined over the course of a text. 
D.​ Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including language that is particularly 

fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
Reading 
RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as 
well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or 
analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how 
the characters are introduced and developed). 
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RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and 
how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 
RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent 
viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 
RL.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the author’s message). 
RL.CT.11–12.8. Demonstrate knowledge of, analyze, and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 
 
Writing 
W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

A.​ Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, 
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a 
smooth progression of experiences or events. 

B.​ Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C.​ Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent 
whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or 
resolution). 

D.​ Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the 
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E.​ Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over 
the course of the narrative. 

W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing 
progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

A.​ Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

B.​ Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and 
assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.​ Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.​ Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all 
sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
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when indicated or appropriate. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Essential Questions: 
●​ What is an epic? 
●​ Who is an epic hero? 
●​ How do texts reflect the cultures from which they emerged? 

Guiding Questions: 
●​ How does the text present elements of the Epic and oral tradition?  
●​ How does an epic present a hero?  
●​ What qualities make a person heroic? 

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings: 
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW: 

●​ definition and characteristics of an epic  
●​ definition and characterstics of an epic hero 
●​ examples of epics, including specific works of British literature 

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT: 
●​ The purpose of an epic is to detail the courageous actions of a hero who embodies the values of his 

culture.  
●​ Epics were born from an oral tradition and therefore have specific characteristics of that tradition. 
●​ Epics include some of the preliminary works of the English language, which is why they are still studied 

today. 
●​ Due to the nature of the oral tradition, what is written cannot be taken as verbatim from the original 

storytellers.  
C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

●​ apply the definition of the epic to works of British literature and identify examples  
●​ analyze the structure of the text 
●​ identify characteristics that are important to a specific culture (e.g., what constitutes a hero) 
●​ trace character development over the course of a text 
●​ analyze vocabulary in context 

 
Suggested Learning Activities: 

●​ Introduction to the epic, storytelling, and oral tradition (notes). 
●​ Socratic Seminar:  Students will read a nonfiction article/excerpt that introduces the genre and the topics 

the chosen text will address. Students will use the article to pose questions about heroes and discuss this 
as a whole class.  

●​ Close reading of sections involving character, major action, and important themes 
●​ Students will identify examples of the epic.  
●​ Students will identify the villain or antagonist of the epic, utilizing close reading of selected passages. 
●​ Hero’s Arc: Students will analyze how the events in the text have tested and changed the hero.  
●​ Qualities of a hero (according to the text, taking into account the cultural background of the text.) 
●​ Personal Epics: Students will write an original epic, applying epic components to a modern piece of 

fiction that honors a 21st-century hero.  
●​ Epic Film Analysis: students will view a film with elements of an epic and compare/contrast how the 

elements are seen across media.  

Assessments 

Formative: 
●​ notes: storytelling and oral tradition 
●​ Socratic Seminar 
●​ Journal responses 
●​ close reading and annotations of text 
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●​ written responses to reading 
●​ identification of epic poetry examples  
●​ text and short story/poetry conversation 
●​ Design an epic hero/monster 
●​ Film analysis 

 
Summative: 

●​ Epic elements poster project 
●​ original epic 
●​ unit test 
●​ Essays and researched responses 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ pre-assessment to determine students’ knowledge and previous experience with skills and content related 
to the unit 

●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ Literary term diagnostics 

 
Alternative:  

●​ Multimedia presentations 
●​ Writing pieces performed orally or using text-to-speech software 
●​ Project-based assessments 
●​ Audiobooks to supplement comprehension assessments 
●​ Oral Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Social Studies  
●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.2.a: Analyze the impact of new intellectual, philosophical, and scientific ideas on how 

humans viewed themselves and how they viewed their physical and spiritual worlds.  
●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.b: Explore the factors that laid the foundation for the Renaissance (i.e., Asian and 

Islamic, Ancient Greek and Roman innovations).  
○​ To be addressed through the historical context associated with the time period of the selected 

readings. 
Visual and Performing Arts 

●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1b: Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a: Understand the deliberate choices in organizing and integrating content, stylistic 

conventions, and media arts principles such as emphasis and tone. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr.3b: Refine and modify media artworks, emphasizing aesthetic quality and intentionally 

accentuating stylistic elements to reflect an understanding of personal goals and preferences. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.b: Develop and refine creativity and adaptability, such as design thinking and risk-taking, 

in addressing identified challenges and constraints within and through media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.c: Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination of tools, techniques, 

and content to communicate intent in the production of media artworks. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Re7a: Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and 

preferences communicated by media artworks and artists. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts, 

purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity). 
○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
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1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
●​ 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 

solving (e.g., 1.3E.12prof.Cr3.a). 
○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking 

Technology to be used in the unit: 
●​ Student Chromebooks 
●​ Smartboard projector 
●​ Teacher laptop 
●​ Internet/Google Chrome browser 
●​ Google Apps (Docs, Slides, Drawings, etc.) 
●​ Audiobooks 
●​ youtube.com  

 
 

 

http://youtube.com
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Time Frame Week 6-10 

Topic 

Unit 2: Romantic Literature 

Alignment to Standards 

Language 
L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

A.​ Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and place, and is 
sometimes contested. 

B.​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
C.​ Recognize spelling conventions. 

L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

A.​ Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

B.​ Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
C.​ Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase, 

important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A.​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  

B.​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.​ Analyze how an author or speaker uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of 
a text or discussion. 

D.​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

E.​ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.VI.11–12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings, including connotative meanings. 

A.​ Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
B.​ Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C.​ Analyze how the meaning of a key term or terms develops or is refined over the course of a text. 
D.​ Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including language that is particularly 

fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
Reading 
RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as 
well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or 
analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how 
the characters are introduced and developed). 
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RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and 
how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 
RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent 
viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 
RL.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the author’s message). 
RL.CT.11–12.8. Demonstrate knowledge of, analyze, and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 
RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and 
inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 
RI.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how they are developed 
and refined over the course of a text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex 
account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
Writing 
W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

A.​ Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

B.​ Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases. 

C.​ Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

D.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

E.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

A.​ Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B.​ Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic. 

C.​ Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

D.​ Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of the topic. 

E.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

F.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
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approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing 
progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

A.​ Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

B.​ Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and 
assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.​ Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.​ Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all 
sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.ES.11–12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the 
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
SL.PI.11–12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The 
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Essential Questions: 
●​ What are the characteristics of  Romance Literature?  
●​ How are Romantic elements expressed within a text?  
●​ How does the text present ideas about the ideal woman, man, and relationship? 

Guiding Questions: 
●​ How does the author rely on Romance to tell his/her story? 
●​ How are Romantic themes presented in the text?  
●​ What comment is the author making about the ideal?  
●​ How does the ideal man, woman, and relationship reflect the culture of the text?  
●​ How is the text unrealistic?  
●​ What comment is the author making about the ideal?  
●​ How do different authors express Romance in different ways?  
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Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings: 
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW: 

●​ definition and characteristics of romance 
●​ examples of romantic literature, including specific works of British Literature 

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT: 
●​ The Romance genre has evolved throughout history, and each time period has shifted the expression of 

Romance in literature. 
●​ A variety of texts (both verse and prose) can be considered Romance. 

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 
●​ identify examples of Romantic elements 
●​ identify, analyze, argue, and defend character motivation with text-evidence 
●​ identify, analyze, argue, and defend themes with text-evidence 
●​ discuss the author’s presentation of the ideal  
●​ articulate ideas in writing through essays and class assignments  
●​ articulate ideas orally through discussions (small group and whole class) 

 
Suggested Learning Activities: 

●​ Notes: Students will take notes on Romantic Elements. 
●​ Socratic Seminar/Free Write: Students will read a nonfiction article/excerpt that introduces the genre or 

the topics the chosen text will address.  
●​ tracking romantic elements with textual examples 
●​ text-based vocabulary activities 
●​ Character analysis: In groups, students will follow one main character throughout the text, noting 

examples of character motivation (Why do characters say and do what they say and do?). 
●​ Identify themes with textual examples.  
●​ Study a complementary short story and/or poem. 
●​ “Every Story Is A Love Story” Project: Students will choose one previously studied text (as a whole 

class or read independently) and make an argument for its classification as a Romance.   

Assessments 

Formative: 
●​ Notes: Romantic Elements 
●​ Socratic Seminar/Free Write 
●​ Vocabulary activities 
●​ Literary device identification 
●​ Homework 
●​ Class discussions/interpretations of text 
●​ Journal responses and text annotation 

 
Summative: 

●​ Every Story is a Love Story project 
●​ Unit Test 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ pre-assessment to determine students’ knowledge and previous experience with skills and content related 
to the unit 

●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ Literary term quizzes 

 
Alternative:  

●​ Writing pieces performed orally or using text-to-speech software 
●​ Project-based assessments 
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●​ Audiobooks to supplement comprehension assessments 
●​ Oral Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Social Studies  
●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPR.2.a: Compare the principle ideas of the Enlightenment in Europe (e.g., political, social, 

gender, education) with similar ideas in Asia and the Muslim / Islamic empires of the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPR.2.b: Determine the reasons for, and the consequences of, the rise of powerful, 
centralized nation states in Europe (i.e., the French absolute monarchy and the English limited 
monarchy). 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.c: Assess the impact of the printing press and other technologies developed on the 
dissemination of ideas 

○​ To be addressed through the historical context associated with the time period of the selected 
readings.  

Visual and Performing Arts 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1b: Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a: Understand the deliberate choices in organizing and integrating content, stylistic 

conventions, and media arts principles such as emphasis and tone. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr.3b: Refine and modify media artworks, emphasizing aesthetic quality and intentionally 

accentuating stylistic elements to reflect an understanding of personal goals and preferences. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.b: Develop and refine creativity and adaptability, such as design thinking and risk-taking, 

in addressing identified challenges and constraints within and through media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.c: Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination of tools, techniques, 

and content to communicate intent in the production of media artworks. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Re7a: Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and 

preferences communicated by media artworks and artists. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts, 

purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity). 
○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

●​ 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12prof.Cr3.a). 

○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking 

Technology to be used in the unit: 
●​ Student Chromebooks 
●​ Smartboard projector 
●​ Teacher laptop 
●​ Internet/Google Chrome browser 
●​ Google Apps (Docs, Slides, Drawings, etc.) 
●​ Audiobooks 
●​ youtube.com  

 
 

http://youtube.com
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Time Frame Week 11-15 

Topic 

Unit 3: Science Fiction/Dystopian 

Alignment to Standards 

Language 
L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

A.​ Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and place, and is 
sometimes contested. 

B.​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
C.​ Recognize spelling conventions. 

L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

A.​ Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

B.​ Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
C.​ Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A.​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B.​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.​ Analyze how an author or speaker uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of 
a text or discussion. 

D.​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

E.​ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.VI.11–12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings, including connotative meanings. 

A.​ Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
B.​  Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C.​ Analyze how the meaning of a key term or terms develops or is refined over the course of a text. 
D.​ Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including language that is particularly 

fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
Reading 
RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as 
well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or 
analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how 
the characters are introduced and developed). 



 
DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts                                                     COURSE: English III 

RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and 
how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 
RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent 
viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 
RL.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the author’s message). 
RL.CT.11–12.8. Demonstrate knowledge of, analyze, and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 
RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and 
inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 
RI.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how they are developed 
and refined over the course of a text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex 
account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of an author's choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding a 
complex set of ideas or sequence of events, and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and 
develop. 
RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure an author 
uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and 
engaging. 
RI.PP.11–12.5. Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or through 
rhetoric, analyzing how style and content convey information and advance a point of view. 
RI.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the concept). 
 
Writing 
W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

A.​ Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B.​ Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic. 

C.​ Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

D.​ Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of the topic. 

E.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

F.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

A.​ Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, 
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a 
smooth progression of experiences or events. 

B.​ Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
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C.​ Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent 
whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or 
resolution). 

D.​ Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the 
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E.​ Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over 
the course of the narrative. 

W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing 
progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

A.​ Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

B.​ Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and 
assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.​ Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.​ Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all 
sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Essential Questions: 
●​ What are the characteristics of Science Fiction and Dystopian Literature?  
●​ How are elements of Science Fiction and/or Dystopian Literature demonstrated in the text?  
●​ How does literature act as a mirror to society?  

Guiding Questions: 
●​ How does the author rely on Science Fiction to tell his/her story? 
●​ What warning does the text present to readers? 
●​ How is this warning “timeless”? 
●​ How are Science Fiction/Dystopian themes presented in the text?  
●​ What comment is the author making about society?  
●​ How does the text reflect the society from which it emerged?  
●​ How do the characters change throughout the text?  

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings: 
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A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW: 
●​ definition and characteristics of Science Fiction 
●​ definition and characteristics of Dystopian Fiction 
●​ examples of Science Fiction/Dystopian Fiction, including specific works of British Literature 

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT: 
●​ Science Fiction/Dystopian authors use imaginative science and technology to comment upon society 
●​ Science Fiction/Dystopian authors incorporate societal fears within their stories 
●​ Science Fiction/Dystopian texts are meant to warn the reader of potential consequences connected to 

science and/or politics. 
C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

●​ identify examples of Science Fiction/Dystopian elements within a text  
●​ identify warnings/social commentary and defend using evidence 
●​ analyze character development 
●​ analyze how different elements interact and influence each other (e.g., setting, theme, conflict) 
●​ articulate how author choices influence plot, character, and themes 
●​ identify, analyze, and defend themes using text evidence 
●​ articulate ideas in writing through essays and class assignments 
●​ articulate ideas orally through discussions 
●​ Utilize proper vocabulary related to Science Fiction/Dystopian literature 

 
Suggested Learning Activities: 

●​ Science Fiction Art: Students will look at Sci-Fi art and attempt to come up with a definition.  
●​ Socratic Seminar/Free Write: Students will read a nonfiction article/excerpt that introduces the genre or 

the topics the chosen text will address. This could be used to foster a writing assignment or a class 
discussion.  

●​ text-based vocabulary activities 
●​ Science Fiction/Dystopian Elements: Tracking elements with text examples. 
●​ Social Commentary: Students will identify the social commentary with text examples. 
●​ Thematic Exploration and Defense: Students will work in groups or individually to identify a theme and 

support it with evidence.  
●​ Students will track a chosen character throughout the text and determine how that character changed.  
●​ Conversation between text and poetry/short story: Students will compare similar themes or expressions 

of the genre.  
●​ Science Fiction Narrative: Students will create an additional character who will enter the world of the 

text and record his/her observations of the story from that unique perspective.  

Assessments 

Formative: 
●​ Homework 
●​ Vocabulary  
●​ Socratic Seminar/Short Free Write  
●​ Science Fiction/Dystopian Elements 
●​ Social Commentary  
●​ Thematic Exploration and Defense 
●​ Dialectical Notebook 
●​ Character Arc 
●​ Short Story/Poetry Conversation 

 
Summative: 

●​ Science Fiction Narrative 
●​ Unit Test 
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Benchmark: 
●​ Science fiction art discussion 
●​ pre-assessment to determine students’ knowledge and previous experience with skills and content related 

to the unit 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ Literary term diagnostics 

 
Alternative:  

●​ Multimedia presentations 
●​ Writing pieces performed orally or using text-to-speech software 
●​ Project-based assessments 
●​ Audiobooks to supplement comprehension assessments 
●​ Oral Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Social Studies  
●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPI.4.a: Compare and contrast socialism, communism, fascism, and liberal democracy, 

analyze the extent to which they promote and protect civil, political, social and economic rights for 
people, and explain the reasons for their growth or decline around the world. 

●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPI.4.b: Assess government responses to incidents of ethnic cleansing and genocide. 
●​ 6.2.12.EconET.3.a: Determine how, and the extent to which, scientific and technological changes, 

transportation, and new forms of energy brought about social, economic, and cultural changes in the 
world. 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.4.g: Use a variety of resources from different perspectives to analyze the role of racial 
bias, nationalism, and propaganda in mobilizing civilian populations in support of “total war.” 

○​ To be addressed through the historical context associated with the time period of the selected 
readings as well as a discussion of dystopian literature and its elements.  

Visual and Performing Arts 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1b: Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a: Understand the deliberate choices in organizing and integrating content, stylistic 

conventions, and media arts principles such as emphasis and tone. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr.3b: Refine and modify media artworks, emphasizing aesthetic quality and intentionally 

accentuating stylistic elements to reflect an understanding of personal goals and preferences. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.b: Develop and refine creativity and adaptability, such as design thinking and risk-taking, 

in addressing identified challenges and constraints within and through media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.c: Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination of tools, techniques, 

and content to communicate intent in the production of media artworks. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Re7a: Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and 

preferences communicated by media artworks and artists. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts, 

purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity). 
○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

●​ 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12prof.Cr3.a). 

○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking 
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Technology to be used in the unit: 
●​ Student Chromebooks 
●​ Smartboard projector 
●​ Teacher laptop 
●​ Internet/Google Chrome browser 
●​ Google Apps (Docs, Slides, Drawings, etc.) 
●​ Audiobooks 
●​ youtube.com  

 
 
 
 

 

http://youtube.com
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Time Frame Week 16-20 

Topic 

Unit 4: Gothic Literature 

Alignment to Standards 

Language 
L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

A.​ Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and place, and is 
sometimes contested. 

B.​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
C.​ Recognize spelling conventions. 

L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

A.​ Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

B.​ Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
C.​ Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A.​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B.​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.​ Analyze how an author or speaker uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of 
a text or discussion. 

D.​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

E.​ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.VI.11–12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings, including connotative meanings. 

A.​ Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
B.​ Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C.​ Analyze how the meaning of a key term or terms develops or is refined over the course of a text. 
D.​ Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including language that is particularly 

fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
Reading 
RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as 
well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or 
analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how 
the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and 
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how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 
RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent 
viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 
RL.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the author’s message). 
RL.CT.11–12.8. Demonstrate knowledge of, analyze, and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 
RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and 
inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 
RI.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how they are developed 
and refined over the course of a text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex 
account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of an author's choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding a 
complex set of ideas or sequence of events, and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and 
develop. 
RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure an author 
uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and 
engaging. 
RI.PP.11–12.5. Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or through 
rhetoric, analyzing how style and content convey information and advance a point of view. 
RI.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the concept). 
 
Writing 
W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

A.​ Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

B.​ Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases. 

C.​ Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

D.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

E.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

A.​ Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B.​ Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic. 

C.​ Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
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and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 
D.​ Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy 

to manage the complexity of the topic. 
E.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 

objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

F.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing 
progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

A.​ Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

B.​ Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and 
assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.​ Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.​ Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all 
sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Essential Questions: 
●​ What constitutes Gothic literature? 
●​ How has Gothic literature influenced other genres of literature?  
●​ How do the elements of Gothic literature work together to create suspense? 

Guiding Questions: 
●​ What are the elements of Gothic Literature?  
●​ What movements influenced the Gothic genre?  
●​ Are monsters born or created? (nature vs. nurture) 
●​ How is a monster the product of its society?  
●​ How do authors of Gothic fiction present heroes and villains?  

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings: 
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW: 
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●​ definition and characteristics of Gothic Literature  
●​ examples of Gothic literature, including specific works of British literature 

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT: 
●​ Gothic literature is designed to thrill readers by providing mystery and villainy, murder, and the 

supernatural.  
●​ Conventions of Gothic literature include wild and desolate landscapes, ancient buildings, supernatural 

components, and female characters who are threatened by powerful male figures. 
●​ Gothic fiction texts are also romances, despite their dark elements.  
●​ Gothic literature is intended to reflect the darker side of society and human nature.  
●​ Gothic villains are extensions of Gothic heroes. 

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 
●​ identify elements of Gothic literature within a text  
●​ analyze character development 
●​ discuss the presentation of hero and villain and how those lines are blurred 
●​ identify themes using text evidence  
●​ analyze symbolism in a text and across texts 
●​ argue how Gothic literature has influenced other texts   
●​ analyze the structure of the text 
●​ analyze vocabulary in context 

 
Suggested Learning Activities: 

●​ presentation/research on the elements of Gothic literature 
●​ Gothic Film: Students will watch (clips or entire film) a modern Gothic film and take notes identifying 

the elements.  
●​ Students will read and analyze Gothic poetry, identifying Gothic elements across media. 
●​ Students will read a nonfiction article/excerpt that introduces the genre or the topics the chosen text(s) 

will address, and conduct a Socratic Seminar. 
●​ text-based vocabulary exercises 
●​ Students identify Gothic elements in a text. 
●​ Theme Exploration and Defense: In groups or individually, students will identify themes and defend 

them using text evidence.  
●​ Character Exploration: Students will track a character throughout the text and how that character 

changes.  
●​ Students will write a gothic poem or narrative of their own, including essential elements of the genre.  
●​ Character comparison between villain and hero, including how both reflect their society.  
●​ Presentation on how Gothic literature has influenced modern horror. 

Assessments 

Formative: 
●​ vocabulary  
●​ notes 
●​ Gothic elements in film Handout 
●​ Socratic Seminar participation 
●​ Journal Responses 
●​ Dialectical Notebook 
●​ Character Cube 
●​ Theme Poster 
●​ character exploration discussion/writing 
●​ villain and hero comparison chart 

 
Summative: 

●​ Gothic influence presentation 
●​ Film/book elements comparison 
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●​ unit test 
●​ Essays and researched responses 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ pre-assessment to determine students’ knowledge and previous experience with skills and content related 
to the unit 

●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ Literary term diagnostics 

 
Alternative:  

●​ Multimedia presentations 
●​ Writing pieces performed orally or using text-to-speech software 
●​ Project-based assessments 
●​ Audiobooks to supplement comprehension assessments 
●​ Oral Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Social Studies  
●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.2.a: Analyze the impact of new intellectual, philosophical, and scientific ideas on how 

humans viewed themselves and how they viewed their physical and spiritual worlds.  
●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.a: Determine the factors that led to the Reformation and the impact on European 

politics. 
●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.b: Explore the factors that laid the foundation for the Renaissance (i.e., Asian and 

Islamic, Ancient Greek and Roman innovations).  
●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.c: Assess the impact of the printing press and other technologies developed on the 

dissemination of ideas. 
●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.2.a: Analyze the impact of new intellectual, philosophical, and scientific ideas on how 

humans viewed themselves and how they viewed their physical and spiritual worlds. 
●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPI.3.a: Analyze the relationship between industrialization and the rise of democratic and 

social reforms, including the expansion of parliamentary government. 
●​ 6.2.12.EconET.3.a: Determine how, and the extent to which, scientific and technological changes, 

transportation, and new forms of energy brought about social, economic, and cultural changes in the 
world. 

○​ To be addressed through the historical context associated with the time period of the selected 
readings. 

Visual and Performing Arts 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1b: Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a: Understand the deliberate choices in organizing and integrating content, stylistic 

conventions, and media arts principles such as emphasis and tone. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr.3b: Refine and modify media artworks, emphasizing aesthetic quality and intentionally 

accentuating stylistic elements to reflect an understanding of personal goals and preferences. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.b: Develop and refine creativity and adaptability, such as design thinking and risk-taking, 

in addressing identified challenges and constraints within and through media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.c: Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination of tools, techniques, 

and content to communicate intent in the production of media artworks. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Re7a: Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and 

preferences communicated by media artworks and artists. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts, 

purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity). 
○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 
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●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

●​ 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12prof.Cr3.a). 

○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking 

Technology to be used in the unit: 
●​ Student Chromebooks 
●​ Smartboard projector 
●​ Teacher laptop 
●​ Internet/Google Chrome browser 
●​ Google Apps (Docs, Slides, Drawings, etc.) 
●​ Audiobooks 
●​ youtube.com  

 
 

http://youtube.com
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Time Frame Week 21-25 

Topic 

Unit 5: Argument and Research 

Alignment to Standards 

Language 
L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

A.​ Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and place, and is 
sometimes contested. 

B.​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
C.​ Recognize spelling conventions. 

L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

A.​ Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

B.​ Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
C.​ Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A.​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B.​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.​ Analyze how an author or speaker uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of 
a text or discussion. 

D.​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

E.​ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

Reading 
RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as 
well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or 
analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and 
inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 
RI.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how they are developed 
and refined over the course of a text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex 
account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of an author's choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding a 
complex set of ideas or sequence of events, and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and 
develop. 
RI.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning structure and the effectiveness of the structure an author 
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uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and 
engaging. 
RI.PP.11–12.5. Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or through 
rhetoric, analyzing how style and content convey information and advance a point of view. 
RI.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the concept). 
RL.CT.11–12.8. Demonstrate knowledge of, analyze, and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 
RI.CT.11–12.8. Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) documents of historical and scientific significance for their purposes, including primary source 
documents relevant to U.S. and/or global history and texts proposing scientific or technical advancements 
 
Writing 
W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

A.​ Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

B.​ Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases. 

C.​ Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

D.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

E.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

A.​ Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B.​ Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic. 

C.​ Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

D.​ Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of the topic. 

E.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

F.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing 
progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 



 
DEPARTMENT: English Language Arts                                                     COURSE: English III 

self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

A.​ Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

B.​ Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and 
assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.​ Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.​ Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all 
sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.ES.11–12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the 
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
SL.PI.11–12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The 
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Essential Questions: 
●​ What are the characteristics and elements of argumentative writing? 
●​ What ideas and issues are suggested by a text?  
●​ What does a good research question look like?   
●​ What is important to look for when assessing credibility?  
●​ How do the pieces of an argument work together? 
●​ What is MLA? 
●​ What is plagiarism and how can it be avoided? 

Guiding Questions: 
●​ How does a text communicate different ideas?  
●​ How do I select the strongest evidence from a text? 
●​ How is evidence used to support an argument?  
●​ How do I effectively explain evidence to strongly support an argument?   
●​ How should an academic essay be formatted? 
●​ How do I effectively utilize evidence from outside sources while citing appropriately? 

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings: 
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A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW: 
●​ correct format and tone for an academic MLA essay 
●​ correct format for in-text citations and works cited pages 
●​ steps for developing an argument  
●​ techniques for assessing the credibility of a source 

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT: 
●​ There is a connection between a text, questions, research, and argument.  
●​ Different writing tasks require different writing voices.  
●​ Not all evidence is created equal.  
●​ Writing is a process, involving revision and editing.  

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 
●​ use a text as a springboard for research and argument 
●​ apply MLA Format standards including heading, header, font, spacing, in-text citations, and works cited.  
●​ assess the credibility of a source and how to best integrate it into the argument (e.g., hook, anecdote, 

supporting evidence) 
●​ apply steps of the writing process and structure of an essay 
●​ develop research questions based on a reading  
●​ develop an argument based on research 
●​ write with an academic voice  
●​ choose strong pieces of evidence to support arguments 
●​ construct their own claims and counterclaims and defend and develop their ideas using appropriate and 

accurate research, appeals, and rhetorical strategies 
●​ recognize plagiarism and avoid it in their writing 

 
Suggested Learning Activities: 

●​ whole class reading of first part of the excerpt 
●​ close reading questions for part of the excerpt and group discussion of the answers 
●​ Question Formulation Technique for different topics suggested by the reading (if using suggested 

excerpt, topics include social media, communication, education, patriarchal societies, women and 
silence, and violence)  

●​ Students will work individually, in pairs, or in groups to develop questions concerning their chosen 
topics.  

●​ guided research: search terms, credibility check, MLA citation 
●​ writing workshop: graphic organizer for essay 
●​ Students draft, revise, and edit essays. 
●​ Teacher confers with students throughout the writing process. 
●​ Peer Review: Students will review each other’s drafts using the teacher-assigned questionnaire and the 

rubric.  

Assessments 

Formative: 
●​ Question Formulation Technique 
●​ guided research 
●​ MLA format practice 
●​ Philosophical chairs discussion or Socratic seminar participation 
●​ writing workshop: draft 
●​ revisions and editing 
●​ peer review 

 
Summative: 

●​ final draft of academic argument paper scored with rubric 
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Benchmark: 
●​ Close reading questions 
●​ pre-assessment to determine students’ knowledge and previous experience with skills and content related 

to the unit 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ MLA formatting quiz 

 
Alternative:  

●​ Writing pieces performed orally or using text-to-speech software 
●​ Project-based assessments 
●​ Audiobooks to supplement comprehension assessments 
●​ Oral Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Social Studies  
●​ 6.1.12.GeoHE.5.a: Generate/make an evidence-based argument regarding the impact of rapid 

urbanization on the environment and on the quality of life in cities. 
●​ 6.1.12.HistoryUP.5.a: Using primary sources, relate varying immigrants’ experiences to gender, race, 

ethnicity, or occupation. 
●​ 6.1.12.CivicsHR.8.a: Analyze primary and secondary sources to explain how social intolerance, 

xenophobia, and fear of anarchism led to restrictive immigration and refugee laws, and the violation of 
the human rights of individuals and groups. 

●​ 6.1.12.EconET.8.a: Relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to the rise of 
a consumer economy and the changing role and status of women. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d: Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, 
and perpetrators during the Holocaust. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistoryUP.13.a: Determine the extent to which suburban living and television supported 
conformity and stereotyping during this time period, while new music, art, and literature acted as 
catalysts for the counterculture movement. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistorySE.13.a: Use a variety of sources to explain the relationship between the changing role of 
women in the labor force and changes in family structure. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c: Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., art, food, music, 
and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary culture. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a: Explore the various ways women, racial and ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ 
community, and individuals with disabilities have contributed to the economy, politics and society. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse perspectives to analyze the social, 
economic and political contributions of marginalized and underrepresented groups and/or individuals. 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.2.a: Analyze the impact of new intellectual, philosophical, and scientific ideas on how 
humans viewed themselves and how they viewed their physical and spiritual worlds. 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.4.b: Report on the influence of war, economic depression, and genocide on the arts, 
cultural values, and social ideas. 

○​ To be addressed through research on a chosen topic, such as climate change or other ethical, 
social, economic, or cultural issues as well as through the historical context of chosen research 
topic and readings. 

Science 
●​ HS-LS4-6 Create or revise a simulation to test a solution to mitigate adverse impacts of human activity 

on biodiversity. 
●​ HS-ESS3-1 Construct an explanation based on evidence for how the availability of natural resources, 

occurrence of natural hazards, and climate change have influenced human activity. 
●​ HS-ESS3-6 Use a computational representation to illustrate the relationships among Earth systems and 

how those relationships are being modified due to human activity (i.e., climate change). 
●​ HS-LS2-7 Design, evaluate, and refine a solution for reducing the impacts of human activities on the 

environment and biodiversity. 
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○​ To be addressed through research on a chosen topic such as climate change or other ethical, 
social, economic, or cultural issues. 

Visual and Performing Arts 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1b: Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a: Understand the deliberate choices in organizing and integrating content, stylistic 

conventions, and media arts principles such as emphasis and tone. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr.3b: Refine and modify media artworks, emphasizing aesthetic quality and intentionally 

accentuating stylistic elements to reflect an understanding of personal goals and preferences. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.b: Develop and refine creativity and adaptability, such as design thinking and risk-taking, 

in addressing identified challenges and constraints within and through media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.c: Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination of tools, techniques, 

and content to communicate intent in the production of media artworks. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Re7a: Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and 

preferences communicated by media artworks and artists. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts, 

purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity). 
○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.2: Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills, and abilities (e.g., 
1.4.12prof.Cr2b, 2.2.12.LF.8). 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.3: Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement, and 
transition (e.g., 2.1.12.PGD.1). 

●​ 9.4.12.CT.4: Participate in online strategy and planning sessions for course-based, school-based, or other 
projects and determine the strategies that contribute to effective outcomes. 

●​ 9.4.12.DC.1: Explain the beneficial and harmful effects that intellectual property laws can have on the 
creation and sharing of content (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPR.16.a). 

●​ 9.4.12.DC.2: Compare and contrast international differences in copyright laws and ethics. 
●​ 9.4.12.IML.1: Compare search browsers and recognize features that allow for filtering of information. 
●​ 9.4.12.IML.2: Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the source, and 

relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources (e.g., NJSLSA.W8, Social Studies Practice: 
Gathering and Evaluating Sources. 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.5: Evaluate, synthesize, and apply information on climate change from various sources 
appropriately (e.g., 2.1.12.CHSS.6, S.IC.B.4, S.IC.B.6, 8.1.12.DA.1, 6.1.12.GeoHE.14.a, 
7.1.AL.PRSNT.2). 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.6: Use various types of media to produce and store information on climate change for 
different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural, gender, and age diversity (e.g., 
NJSLSA.SL5). 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.7: Develop an argument to support a claim regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical 
issues such as climate change (e.g., NJSLSA.W1, 7.1.AL.PRSNT.4). 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 
7.1.AL.IPRET.6).  

●​ 9.4.12.IML.9: Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within 
information and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 7.1.IL.IPRET.4). 

●​ 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12prof.Cr3.a). 

●​ 9.4.12.GCA.1: Collaborate with individuals to analyze a variety of potential solutions to climate change 
effects and determine why some solutions (e.g., political, economic, cultural) may work better than 
others (e.g., SL.11-12.1, HS-ETS-1, HS-ETS-2, HS-ETS1-4, 6.3.12GeoGI.1, 7.1.IH.IPERS.6, 
7.1.IL.IPERS.7, 8.2.12.ETW.3). 

○​ To be addressed through research on a chosen topic such as climate change or other ethical, 
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social, economic, or cultural issues, as well as through creative and collaborative projects. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking 

●​ 8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural 
practices. 

●​ 8.1.12.IC.3: Predict the potential impacts and implications of emerging technologies on larger social, 
economic, and political structures, using evidence from credible sources. 

●​ 8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open source 
technologies has had on innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and culture. 

●​ 8.2.12.ETW.1: Evaluate ethical considerations regarding the sustainability of environmental resources 
that are used for design, creation, and maintenance of a chosen product. 

●​ 8.2.12.ETW.3: Identify a complex, global environmental or climate change issue, develop a systemic 
plan of investigation, and propose an innovative sustainable solution. 

●​ 8.2.12.EC.1: Analyze controversial technological issues and determine the degree to which individuals, 
businesses, and governments have an ethical role in decisions that are made. 

○​ To be addressed through research on a chosen topic such as climate change or other ethical, 
social, economic, or cultural issues. 

 
Technology to be used in the unit: 

●​ Student Chromebooks 
●​ Smartboard projector 
●​ Teacher laptop 
●​ Internet/Google Chrome browser 
●​ Google Apps (Docs, Slides, Drawings, etc.) 
●​ Audiobooks/texts 
●​ youtube.com  

 

http://youtube.com
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Time Frame Week 26-30 

Topic 

Unit 6: British Drama 

Alignment to Standards 

Language 
L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

A.​ Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and place, and is 
sometimes contested. 

B.​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
C.​ Recognize spelling conventions. 

L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

A.​ Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

B.​ Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
C.​ Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A.​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B.​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C.​ Analyze how an author or speaker uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of 
a text or discussion. 

D.​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

E.​ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.VI.11–12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings, including connotative meanings. 

A.​ Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
B.​ Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C.​ Analyze how the meaning of a key term or terms develops or is refined over the course of a text. 
D.​ Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including language that is particularly 

fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
Reading 
RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as 
well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or 
analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how 
the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and 
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how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 
RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent 
viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 
RL.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the author’s message). 
RL.CT.11–12.8. Demonstrate knowledge of, analyze, and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 
RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and 
inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 
RI.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how they are developed 
and refined over the course of a text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex 
account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
Writing 
W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

A.​ Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

B.​ Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases. 

C.​ Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

D.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

E.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

A.​ Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B.​ Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic. 

C.​ Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

D.​ Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of the topic. 

E.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

F.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.NW.11–12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

A.​ Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, 
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establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a 
smooth progression of experiences or events. 

B.​ Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C.​ Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent 
whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or 
resolution). 

D.​ Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the 
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E.​ Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over 
the course of the narrative. 

W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing 
progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

A.​ Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

B.​ Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and 
assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.​ Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.​ Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all 
sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.ES.11–12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the 
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
SL.PI.11–12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The 
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 
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Essential Questions: 
●​ What are the elements of drama/plays?  
●​ How are historic, cultural, economic, religious, and ethical aspects of a society reflected in a drama? 
●​ What strategies can we use to enhance comprehension of a drama? 
●​ What qualities make dramatic works “timeless?” 

Guiding Questions: 
●​ How does the author utilize the unique elements of a play to develop characters and present themes? 
●​ How does performance influence the text? 
●​ How does experiencing a play help us to understand the historical events on which the text is based? 
●​ How are characters interpreted and portrayed differently by different actors?  
●​ What do the plays in the Western canon have in common with other classic works of literature? 

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings: 
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW: 

●​ definition and characteristics of drama 
●​ examples of drama, including specific works of British Literature 
●​ dramas are meant to be performed rather than read aloud 

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT: 
●​ Drama relies on certain conventions that audiences are expected to accept.  
●​ Dramatic characters require interpretation and each performance may make different choices.  
●​ Drama tends to be better understood and conceptualized through performance. 

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 
●​ identify dramatic elements in a text  
●​ analyze figurative language expressions  
●​ interpret character motivation  
●​ identify themes 
●​ support themes with text evidence 
●​ compare different interpretations or portrayals of the same character or scene 
●​ articulate ideas in writing through essays and class assignments  
●​ articulate ideas orally through discussions (small group and whole class) 

 
Suggested Learning Activities: 

●​ Present/research elements of drama. 
●​ Socratic Seminar/Free Write: Students will read a nonfiction article/excerpt that introduces the genre or 

the topics the chosen text will address. This could be used to foster a writing assignment or a class 
discussion.  

●​ text-based vocabulary activities 
●​ tracking dramatic elements with textual examples 
●​ Character Analysis: In groups, students will follow one main character throughout the text, noting 

examples of character motivation (Why do characters say and do what they say and do?). 
●​ Identify a theme with textual examples.  
●​ Study a complementary short story and/or poem. 
●​ Scene Modernization: Students (in groups or individually) will modernize a significant scene from the 

text, translating it to a modern context and expressing the same themes. Students will present 
modernizations to the class.  

●​ View a live or recorded performance of the drama being studied, making note of conventions used and 
director’s/actor’s choices. 

●​ Live scene reenactment (in groups/with partners if applicable). 

Assessments 

Formative: 
●​ Notes: Intro to Dramatic Elements 
●​ Socratic Seminar/Free Write 
●​ Vocabulary activities 
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●​ Homework 
●​ Class discussions/interpretations of text 
●​ Performances and reading of scenes 
●​ Journal entries and text annotations 
●​ Live scene reenactment 

 
Summative: 

●​ Scene Modernization group assignment 
●​ Drama term/conventions assessment 
●​ Film comparison 
●​ Unit Test 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ Close reading questions 
●​ pre-assessment to determine students’ knowledge and previous experience with skills and content related 

to the unit 
●​ Drama term/conventions assessment 
●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
●​ MLA formatting quiz 

 
Alternative:  

●​ Writing pieces performed orally or using text-to-speech software 
●​ Project-based assessments 
●​ Audiobooks to supplement comprehension assessments 
●​ Oral Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Social Studies  
●​ 6.1.12.CivicsHR.8.a: Analyze primary and secondary sources to explain how social intolerance, 

xenophobia, and fear of anarchism led to restrictive immigration and refugee laws, and the violation of 
the human rights of individuals and groups. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse perspectives to analyze the social, 
economic and political contributions of marginalized and underrepresented groups and/or individuals. 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.2.a: Analyze the impact of new intellectual, philosophical, and scientific ideas on how 
humans viewed themselves and how they viewed their physical and spiritual worlds. 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.4.b: Report on the influence of war, economic depression, and genocide on the arts, 
cultural values, and social ideas. 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.b: Explore the factors that laid the foundation for the Renaissance (i.e., Asian and 
Islamic, Ancient Greek and Roman innovations). 

●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPR.2.a: Compare the principle ideas of the Enlightenment in Europe (e.g., political, social, 
gender, education) with similar ideas in Asia and the Muslim / Islamic empires of the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

●​ 6.2.12.CivicsPR.2.b: Determine the reasons for, and the consequences of, the rise of powerful, 
centralized nation states in Europe (i.e., the French absolute monarchy and the English limited 
monarchy). 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.c: Assess the impact of the printing press and other technologies developed on the 
dissemination of ideas 

○​ To be addressed through the historical context associated with the time period of the selected 
readings.  

Visual and Performing Arts 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1b: Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a: Understand the deliberate choices in organizing and integrating content, stylistic 
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conventions, and media arts principles such as emphasis and tone. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr.3b: Refine and modify media artworks, emphasizing aesthetic quality and intentionally 

accentuating stylistic elements to reflect an understanding of personal goals and preferences. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.b: Develop and refine creativity and adaptability, such as design thinking and risk-taking, 

in addressing identified challenges and constraints within and through media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.c: Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination of tools, techniques, 

and content to communicate intent in the production of media artworks. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Re7a: Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and 

preferences communicated by media artworks and artists. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts, 

purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity). 
●​ 1.4.12prof.Cr1a: Research to construct ideas about the visual composition of devised or scripted theatre 

work. 
●​ 1.4.12prof.Cr1c: Use script analysis to generate ideas about a character that is believable and authentic. 
●​ 1.4.12prof2.Cr2a: Explore the function of history and culture in the development and subsequent 

interpretations of devised or scripted theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.12prof.Cr3a: Use script analysis to inform choices impacting the believability and authenticity of a 

character. 
●​ 1.4.12prof.Cr3b: Practice devised or scripted theatre work using theatrical staging conventions. 
●​ 1.4.12prof.Pr6a: Perform devised or scripted theatre work for a specific audience. 

○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects, and acting-based assignments. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

●​ 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12prof.Cr3.a). 

○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking 

Technology to be used in the unit: 
●​ Student Chromebooks 
●​ Smartboard projector 
●​ Teacher laptop 
●​ Internet/Google Chrome browser 
●​ Google Apps (Docs, Slides, Drawings, etc.) 
●​ Audiobooks 
●​ youtube.com  

 

Time Frame Week 31-35 

Topic 

Unit 7: British Satire 

Alignment to Standards 

Language 
L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

http://youtube.com
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A.​ Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and place, and is 
sometimes contested. 

B.​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
C.​ Recognize spelling conventions. 

L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

A.​ Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

B.​ Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
C.​ Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase, 

important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A.​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  

B.​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable), 

C.​ Analyze how an author or speaker uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of 
a text or discussion. 

D.​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

E.​ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.VI.11–12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings, including connotative meanings. 

A.​ Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
B.​ Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C.​ Analyze how the meaning of a key term or terms develops or is refined over the course of a text. 
D.​ Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including language that is particularly 

fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
Reading 
RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as 
well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or 
analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how 
the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and 
how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 
RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent 
viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 
RL.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the author’s message). 
RL.CT.11–12.8. Demonstrate knowledge of, analyze, and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 
RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and 
inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 
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RI.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how they are developed 
and refined over the course of a text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex 
account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
Writing 
W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

A.​ Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

B.​ Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases. 

C.​ Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

D.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

E.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

A.​ Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B.​ Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic. 

C.​ Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

D.​ Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of the topic. 

E.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

F.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing 
progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 
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Speaking and Listening 
SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

A.​ Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

B.​ Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and 
assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.​ Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.​ Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all 
sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.ES.11–12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the 
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
SL.PI.11–12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The 
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Essential Questions: 
●​ What are the characteristics of Satire?  
●​ How are satirical elements expressed in the text? 
●​ How does satirical writing reflect the time in which it was written? 

Guiding Questions: 
●​ How does the author use exaggeration, sarcasm, humor, and irony to comment on his/her society? 
●​ What comment is the author trying to make about his/her society?  
●​ How is satire effective in critiquing society?  
●​ How has satire evolved as a genre?  
●​ How are themes expressed within the text? 
●​ How do characters develop within the text? 
●​ How does the situation/setting affect the plot and theme?   

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings: 
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW: 

●​ definition and characteristics of Satire 
●​ satire as a genre can be addressed through many different media 
●​ examples of Satire, including specific works of British Literature 

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT: 
●​ Satire uses exaggeration, sarcasm, humor, and irony to comment on individual or collective behavior, an 

event, or situation. 
●​ Satire is not meant to be taken literally, but rather interpreted. 

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 
●​ identify examples of Satire within a text 
●​ identify, analyze, and argue the author’s comment(s) about his/her society with text-evidence 
●​ identify, analyze, argue, and defend themes using text evidence 
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●​ analyze how the elements of satire work together to critique society  
●​ apply satirical conventions to original writing 
●​ articulate ideas in writing through essays and class assignments  
●​ articulate ideas orally through discussions (small group and whole class) 

 
Suggested Learning Activities: 

●​ Presentation/research on the  definition of satire 
●​ The Onion articles: Students will look at contemporary examples of satire to better understand the genre. 
●​ identifying satirical elements with examples from the text 
●​ text-based vocabulary activities 
●​ Identify social commentary with examples from the text.  
●​ Compare Dystopian social commentary with Satirical social commentary.  
●​ View film/TV clips that utilize satire (Saturday Night Live, The Tonight Show, etc.) 
●​ Satire Project: Students will identify a problem in their own society and create a work of satire that 

critiques the problem. Students may choose any genre they wish to complete the project.    

Assessments 

Formative: 
●​ Class discussions of articles 
●​ Satirical Elements Identification 
●​ Vocabulary activities 
●​ Text annotations 
●​ Journal entries and written responses 
●​ Satirical film/TV clip analysis 
●​ Socratic Seminar/Free Write 
●​ Social Commentary Poster 
●​ Homework 

 
Summative: 

●​ Original Works of Satire project 
●​ Unit Test 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ pre-assessment to determine students’ knowledge and previous experience with skills and content related 
to the unit 

●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
 

Alternative:  
●​ Writing pieces performed orally or using text-to-speech software 
●​ Project-based assessments 
●​ Audiobooks to supplement comprehension assessments 
●​ Oral Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Visual and Performing Arts 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1b: Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a: Understand the deliberate choices in organizing and integrating content, stylistic 

conventions, and media arts principles such as emphasis and tone. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr.3b: Refine and modify media artworks, emphasizing aesthetic quality and intentionally 

accentuating stylistic elements to reflect an understanding of personal goals and preferences. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.b: Develop and refine creativity and adaptability, such as design thinking and risk-taking, 
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in addressing identified challenges and constraints within and through media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.c: Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination of tools, techniques, 

and content to communicate intent in the production of media artworks. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Re7a: Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and 

preferences communicated by media artworks and artists. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts, 

purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity). 
○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

●​ 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12prof.Cr3.a). 

○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking 

Technology to be used in the unit: 
●​ Student Chromebooks 
●​ Smartboard projector 
●​ Teacher laptop 
●​ Internet/Google Chrome browser 
●​ Google Apps (Docs, Slides, Drawings, etc.) 
●​ Audiobooks 
●​ youtube.com  

 

http://youtube.com
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Time Frame Week 36-42 

Topic 

Unit 8: Popular Fiction 

Alignment to Standards 

Language 
L.SS.11–12.1. Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing or 
speaking. 

A.​ Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and place, and is 
sometimes contested. 

B.​ Observe hyphenation conventions. 
C.​ Recognize spelling conventions. 

L.KL.11–12.2. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

A.​ Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 

B.​ Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts. 
C.​ Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase, 

important to comprehension or expression. 
L.VL.11–12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A.​ Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  

B.​ Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable), 

C.​ Analyze how an author or speaker uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of 
a text or discussion. 

D.​ Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

E.​ Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.VI.11–12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings, including connotative meanings. 

A.​ Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
B.​ Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C.​ Analyze how the meaning of a key term or terms develops or is refined over the course of a text. 
D.​ Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including language that is particularly 

fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
Reading 
RL.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, as 
well as interpretations of the text; this may include determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more themes of a literary text and analyze how they are developed and refined 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account or 
analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.IT.11–12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how 
the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.TS.11–12.4. Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) and 
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how they contribute to its overall structure and meaning, as well as its aesthetic impact. 
RL.PP.11–12.5. Evaluate perspectives/lenses from two or more texts on related topics and justify the more cogent 
viewpoint (e.g., different accounts of the same event or issue, use of different media or formats). 
RL.MF.11–12.6. Synthesize complex information across multiple sources and formats to develop ideas, resolve 
conflicting information, or develop an interpretation that goes beyond explicit text information (e.g., express a 
personal point of view, new interpretation of the author’s message). 
RL.CT.11–12.8. Demonstrate knowledge of, analyze, and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes, 
and rhetorical features, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 
RI.CR.11–12.1. Accurately cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support a comprehensive analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly and 
inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 
RI.CI.11–12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how they are developed 
and refined over the course of a text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex 
account or analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
Writing 
W.AW.11–12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

A.​ Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

B.​ Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound reasoning and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases. 

C.​ Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

D.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

E.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.IW.11–12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

A.​ Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B.​ Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic. 

C.​ Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

D.​ Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of the topic. 

E.​ Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., formal and 
objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

F.​ Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

W.WP.11–12.4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a new 
approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking and reflecting on personal writing 
progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
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Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
W.WR.11–12.5. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple 
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
W.SE.11–12.6. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 
W.RW.11–12.7. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.PE.11–12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

A.​ Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

B.​ Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and 
assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 

C.​ Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

D.​ Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all 
sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.II.11–12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.ES.11–12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the 
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
SL.PI.11–12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The 
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
SL.UM.11–12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
SL.AS.11–12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Essential Questions: 
●​ What defines Popular Fiction?  
●​ How have previous genres contributed to or informed current trends in fiction? 
●​ How are present cultural concerns and current events reflected in Popular Fiction? 

Guiding Questions: 
●​ How is the text a reaction to contemporary concerns of current events? 
●​ How is the text a product of its society?  
●​ What specific genre elements are present in the text?  
●​ How have literary genres evolved?   

Essential Knowledge, Skills & Enduring Understandings: 
A: STUDENTS WILL KNOW: 

●​ definition and characteristics of Popular Fiction  
●​ examples of Popular Fiction, including specific works of British Literature 

B: STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT: 
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●​ Literature influences subsequent works and therefore connections can be drawn between texts 
throughout history. 

●​ What is popular is a direct result of cultural tensions and current events. 
●​ Literature that functions as an escape is often a twist on reality.  
●​ What becomes popular is not always quality.  

C: STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 
●​ define popular fiction 
●​ identify examples of popular fiction elements 
●​ identify reactions to contemporary concerns 
●​ identify, analyze, argue, and defend influences on popular fiction using text evidence 
●​ articulate ideas in writing through essays and class assignments  
●​ articulate ideas orally through discussions (small group and whole class) 
●​ analyze the quality of the literature by discussing plot, character, and theme 

 
Suggested Learning Activities: 

●​ Review of genre elements: Students will work in groups to review genre elements and teach them to the 
class in a jigsaw-style project. 

●​ Pop Fiction Definition: Students will work individually or in groups to define pop fiction.  
●​ Popular Fiction Elements: Students will work individually or in groups to identify elements with 

examples.  
●​ text-based vocabulary (student-identified) activities 
●​ Tracking previous influences: Students will work individually or in groups to track influences. 
●​ Tracking contemporary concerns: Students will work individually or in groups to track concerns. 
●​ Themes: Students will work individually or in groups to identify and support (evidence) themes from the 

text. 
●​ Popular Fiction Project: Students will define popular fiction and present evidence of how their chosen 

text has been influenced by previous genres and is a reaction to contemporary concerns.   
●​ This unit can follow the traditional whole-class novel style, but can also lend itself well to “book clubs” 

or other reading styles/opportunities.  

Assessments 

Formative: 
●​ Notes on Popular Fiction elements 
●​ Vocabulary activities 
●​ Homework 
●​ Journal responses and written responses 
●​ Annotations to text 
●​ Class discussions 

 
Summative: 

●​ Pop fiction project 
●​ Unit Test 

 
Benchmark: 

●​ pre-assessment to determine students’ knowledge and previous experience with skills and content related 
to the unit 

●​ Vocabulary quizzes 
 

Alternative:  
●​ Writing pieces performed orally or using text-to-speech software 
●​ Project-based assessments 
●​ Audiobooks to supplement comprehension assessments 
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●​ Oral Assessments 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Social Studies 
●​ 6.1.12.HistoryCC.3.a: Evaluate the role of religion, music, literature, and media in shaping contemporary 

culture over different time periods. 
●​ 6.1.12.GeoHE.5.a: Generate/make an evidence-based argument regarding the impact of rapid 

urbanization on the environment and on the quality of life in cities. 
●​ 6.1.12.HistoryUP.5.a: Using primary sources, relate varying immigrants’ experiences to gender, race, 

ethnicity, or occupation 
●​ 6.1.12.CivicsHR.8.a: Analyze primary and secondary sources to explain how social intolerance, 

xenophobia, and fear of anarchism led to restrictive immigration and refugee laws, and the violation of 
the human rights of individuals and groups. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d: Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, 
and perpetrators during the Holocaust. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistoryUP.11.b: Combine the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and 
perpetrators during the Holocaust. 

●​ 6.1.12.EconET.8.a: Relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to the rise of 
a consumer economy and the changing role and status of women 

●​ 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c: Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., art, food, music, 
and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American culture. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a: Explore the various ways women, racial and ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ 
community, and individuals with disabilities have contributed to the American economy, politics and 
society. 

●​ 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse perspectives to analyze the social, 
economic and political contributions of marginalized and underrepresented groups and/or individuals. 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.2.a: Analyze the impact of new intellectual, philosophical, and scientific ideas on how 
humans viewed themselves and how they viewed their physical and spiritual worlds. 

●​ 6.2.12.HistoryUP.4.b: Report on the influence of war, economic depression, and genocide on the arts, 
cultural values, and social ideas. 

○​ To be addressed through research of the historical context and the author’s life experiences in 
chosen or given readings. 

Science 
●​ HS-LS4-6 Create or revise a simulation to test a solution to mitigate adverse impacts of human activity 

on biodiversity. 
●​ HS-LS2-7 Design, evaluate, and refine a solution for reducing the impacts of human activities on the 

environment and biodiversity. 
○​ To be addressed through research on topics such as climate change or other ethical, social, 

economic, or cultural issues, based on the chosen or given readings.  
Visual and Performing Arts 

●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1b: Organize and design artistic ideas for media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a: Understand the deliberate choices in organizing and integrating content, stylistic 

conventions, and media arts principles such as emphasis and tone. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr.3b: Refine and modify media artworks, emphasizing aesthetic quality and intentionally 

accentuating stylistic elements to reflect an understanding of personal goals and preferences. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.b: Develop and refine creativity and adaptability, such as design thinking and risk-taking, 

in addressing identified challenges and constraints within and through media arts productions. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5.c: Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination of tools, techniques, 

and content to communicate intent in the production of media artworks. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Re7a: Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and 

preferences communicated by media artworks and artists. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts, 

purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity). 
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○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

●​ 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem 
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12prof.Cr3.a). 

○​ To be addressed through creative and collaborative projects. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking 

Technology to be used in the unit: 
●​ Student Chromebooks 
●​ Smartboard projector 
●​ Teacher laptop 
●​ Internet/Google Chrome browser 
●​ Google Apps (Docs, Slides, Drawings, etc.) 
●​ Audiobooks 
●​ youtube.com  

 
 

http://youtube.com
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Modifications (ELL, Special Education, At-Risk Students, Gifted & Talented, & 504 Plans) 

ELL:   
●​ Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase   
●​ Use visuals  
●​ Introduce key vocabulary before lesson   
●​ Teacher models reading aloud daily   
●​ Provide peer tutoring   
●​ Use of Bilingual Dictionary  
●​ Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
●​ Provide students with English Learner leveled readers. 
●​ Check often with student for understanding/review. 
●​ Provide frequent one-on-one conferencing. 
●​ Supplement reading with audio versions of texts. 
●​ Give oral clues or prompts. 
●​ Allow students to resubmit assignments. 

 
Supports for Students With IEPs:   

●​ Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests   
●​ Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
●​ Work in a small group   
●​ Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
●​ Allow retakes of exams and quizzes 
●​ Provide frequent one-on-one conferencing 
●​ Allow speech-to-text for longer writing assignments 
●​ Allow text-to-speech as a necessary modification 
●​ Use large print books, Braille, audiobooks, or books on CD (digital text)   
●​ Follow all IEP modifications 

 
At-Risk Students: 

●​ Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
●​ Introduce key vocabulary before lesson  
●​ Work in a small group   
●​ Lesson taught again using a differentiated approach  
●​ Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
●​ Use visuals / Anchor Charts  
●​ Leveled texts according to ability  

 
Gifted and Talented: 

●​ Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g., advance organizers, concept 
maps, concept puzzles)   

●​ Provide options, alternatives, and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum   
●​ Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities   
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●​ Provide whole group enrichment explorations   
●​ Teach cognitive and methodological skills   
●​ Use center, stations, or contracts   
●​ Organize integrated problem-solving simulations   
●​ Propose interest-based extension activities 
●​ Expose students to beyond level texts. 

 
Supports for Students With 504 Plans: 

●​ Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
●​ Text-to-speech/audio-recorded selections 
●​ Amplification system as needed 
●​ Leveled texts according to ability 
●​ Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
●​ Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
●​ Provide anchor charts with high-frequency words and phonemic patterns 

 

 
 


