
 

Hazlet Township Public Schools 
 

Summer Reading 2026 
Entering Grades 7-8 

      

June 2026 

To Parents/Guardians and Students: 

As summer approaches, the Hazlet Township School District encourages our students to choose reading as one 
of the many activities they enjoy while on break from school. Summer reading helps children to continue to 
develop skills and strategies that they have learned during the school year, and everyone loves a good book! 

Students are encouraged to read regularly over the summer for a minimum of thirty minutes per day.  In 
addition to the district-provided materials, lists of suggested titles are attached. The lists are intended as 
selection guides and not as requirements; feel free to supplement with other books appropriate to your child’s 
age or interests. Lists for all grade levels can be found on the district website’s summer assignment page 
(https://www.hazlet.org/o/htpsd/page/summer-assignments). If your child selects a title that is challenging for 
them, we encourage that you read with your child.  The main goal is for students to enjoy their reading.  

Books for summer reading may be obtained from the public library, a bookstore or online vendor such as 
Barnes and Noble, or an e-book source. Ebooks are available to borrow through the Monmouth County 
Library’s online system at Monmouth County Library - OverDrive. In addition, some of the online programs 
that students use during the school year may be accessible over the summer for reading material. Your child’s 
teacher can provide information about these programs, if available. 

We encourage your child to participate in one or more of the many reading incentive programs available this 
summer.  A few are listed below: 
-Monmouth County Library summer reading program: monmouthcountylib.beanstack.… 
-Barnes and Noble Summer Reading: Summer Reading Free Book Giveaway, Barnes & Noble Summer 
Reading 
 
Your child should record their reading progress on the enclosed log sheets, also posted on the district website’s 
summer assignment page (https://www.hazlet.org/o/htpsd/page/summer-assignments).  These log sheets should 
be turned in to your child’s English Language Arts teacher when the new school year begins in September. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s current English Language Arts teacher, the 
building principal, or Jennifer Martins, Co-Director of Curriculum, Instruction & Testing at jmartins@hazlet.org 
or 732-264-8401, ext. 1009.  We hope that you have an enjoyable summer and wish you Happy Reading! 

 

https://www.hazlet.org/o/htpsd/page/summer-assignments
https://monmouth.overdrive.com/collection/34638
https://monmouthcountylib.beanstack.org/reader365
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/shop/summer-reading-free-book-giveaway
https://www.barnesandnobleinc.com/our-stores-communities/summer-reading-program/
https://www.barnesandnobleinc.com/our-stores-communities/summer-reading-program/
https://www.hazlet.org/o/htpsd/page/summer-assignments


 

Hazlet Township Public Schools 
 

Summer Reading Book Suggestions  
Grades 7-8 

 
These titles were compiled by The Horn Book’s Family Reading Blog  
and from other sources. Information about the books can be found at  

 

 Summer Reading: Middle School  
 
 
The Accursed Vampire 
by Madeline McGraine 
 
Alien Encounters in History 
by Enzo George 
 
All My Friends by Hope Larson 
 
Baseball Genius 
by Tim Green and Derek Jeter 
 
Beetle and the Hollowbones 
by Aliza Layne 
 
Beyond Words:  
What Elephants and Whales Think and Feel 
by Carl Safina 
 
Black Panther: The Young Prince 
by Ronald L. Smith 
 
Bound by Ice: A True North Pole Survival Story 
by Sandra Neil Wallace 
 
Calling the Moon:  
16 Period Stories from BIPOC Authors 
edited by Yamile Saied Méndez  
and Aida Salazar 
 
Camp Quiltbag 
by Nicole Melleby and A. J. Sass 
 

The Carrefour Course by Dianne K. Salerni 
 
Catherine’s War by Julia Billet 
 
Come See the Fair by Gavriel Savit 
Echo Mountain by Lauren Wolk 
 
The Edge of Anything 
by Nora Shalaway Carpenter 
 
A First Time for Everything 
by Dan Santat 
 
Freestyle 
by Gale Galligan; color by K Czap 
 
Fuzzy by Tom Angelberger 
 
The Ghosts of Rancho Espanto 
by Adrianna Cuevas 
 
Holler of the Fireflies 
by David Barcley Moore 
 
I Know What You Did Last Summer 
by Lois Duncan 
 
The Language of Seabirds 
by Will Taylor 

 

https://www.hbook.com/story/2024-summer-reading-middle-school


 

Grades 7-8 Summer Reading Book Suggestions, continued 
 
 
The Last Fallen Star 
by Graci Kim 
 
Lebron vs. Durant vs. Curry vs. Jordan 
by David Aretha 
 
Lifeboat 12 
by Susan Hood 
 
Lily and Dunkin 
by Donna Gephart 
 
A Long Way from Home 
by Laura Schaefer 
 
Nightbooks 
by J. A. White 
 
Oh My Gods! 
by Stephanie Cooke 
 
One For All 
by Lillie Lainoff 
 
Red Fox Road 
by Frances Greenslade 
 
Riley’s Ghost  
by John David Anderson 
 

 
 
School Trip by Jerry Craft 
 
Squirm by Carl Hiassen 
 
Took: A Ghost Story 
by Mary Downing Hahn 
 
Unbreakable: The Spies Who Cracked the 
Nazis’ Secret Code 
by Rebecca E. F. Barone 
 
Up for Air 
by Laurie Morrison 
 
Walls by L. M. Elliot 
 
Well, That Was Awkward 
by Rachel Vail 
 
When Clouds Touch Us 
by Thanhhà Lai 
 
When You Trap a Tiger 
by Tae Keller 
 
Whispering Pines 
by Heidi Lang 
 
Wilder Boys 
by Brandon Wallace 

 
 
 
 

Additional  age-specific book lists can be found on Scholastic’s parent page  (Books and Reading)  
and on the website of the Monmouth County Library (Teens). 

 

 

 

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading.html
https://monmouthcountylib.org/teens/


 

Hazlet Township Public Schools 

 
Summer Reading 

How to Discuss a Book With Your Child  
(from lexile.com) 

 
Before your child reads a book, ask: 

●​ Why did you select this book? 

●​ What makes you think this book is going to be interesting? 

●​ What do you think the book is going to be about? 

●​ Does this book remind you of anything you've already read or seen? 

●​ What kind of characters do you think will be in the book? 

●​ What do you think is going to happen? 

While your child is reading a book, try asking: 

●​ Will you catch me up on the story? What's happened so far? 

●​ What do you think will happen next? 

●​ If you were that character, what would you have done differently in that situation? 

●​ If the book were a TV show or movie, which actors would you cast in it? 

●​ Where is the book set? 

●​ If the main character in that story lived next door, would you be friends with him/her? 

●​ What does the place look like in your head as you read? Would you want to visit there? 

●​ Did you learn any new words or facts so far? 

After your child has finished a book, ask questions like: 

●​ What was your favorite part of the book? Why? 

●​ Who was your favorite character? Why? 

●​ What was the most interesting thing you learned from the book? 

●​ Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

●​ Would you have ended the book differently? Did it end the way you thought it would? 

●​ Did the problem of the book's plot get solved? 

●​ If you could change one thing in the book, what would you change? 

 

 

 



 

Hazlet Township Public Schools 
 

Summer Reading Log – July 2026 
Entering Grades 5-8 

Students should read for a minimum of thirty minutes per day. 
 
 
 

Student Name: __________________________________________  Grade Level: ______________ 
 

Date Title of Book/Text Parent Initials 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 



 

 
Date Title of Book/Text Parent Initials 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



 

Hazlet Township Public Schools 
 

Summer Reading Log – August 2026 
Entering Grades 5-8 

Students should read for a minimum of thirty minutes per day. 
 
 
 

Student Name: __________________________________________  Grade Level: ______________ 
 

Date Title of Book/Text Parent Initials 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 



 

 
Date Title of Book/Text Parent Initials 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


