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USE OF CELLULAR AND OTHER PERSONAL WIRELESS  
COMMUNICATION DEVICES Policy Code: 4318    
 
 
The board recognizes that cellular phones and other wireless communication devices have 
become an important tool through which parents communicate with their children.  Therefore, 
students are permitted to possess such devices on school property so long as the devices are not 
turned on, used, displayed, visible, or otherwise creating a distraction during the instructional 
day. Wireless communication devices include, but are not limited to, cellular phones, 
smartwatches, earbuds, headphones, gaming devices, paging devices, two-way radios, tablet 
computers, laptop computers, electronic devices with internet capability, and other similar 
personal electronic devices. 
 
A. DEFINITIONS 
 

For the purposes of this policy, the following definition applies. 
 
1. A “wireless communication device” is any portable device that has the capability to 

provide voice, messaging, or other data communication between two or more parties. 
Wireless communication devices include, but are not limited to, cellular phones, 
smartwatches, earbuds, headphones, gaming devices, paging devices, two-way radios, 
tablet computers, laptop computers, electronic devices with internet capability, and 
other similar personal electronic devices. 

 
Authorized and Prohibited Use 
Administrators may authorize individual students to use wireless communication devices 
for personal purposes, including to manage a student’s health care (i.e., blood sugar 
monitoring, medical apps, etc.)  when there is a reasonable need for such communication.  
Students may also use wireless communication devices as required or authorized by the 
student’s individualized education plan or Section 504 plan. Teachers and administrators 
may authorize individual students to use the devices for instructional purposes, provided 
that they supervise the students during such use.   
 
Although use generally is permitted before and after school, use of cellular phones and 
other wireless communication devices may be prohibited on school buses when noise 
from such devices interferes with the safe operation of the buses.   
 

 
B. STORAGE OF WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICES 
 
 Except when students are authorized to use and possess wireless communication devices 

pursuant to Section C of this policy, students will store their wireless communication 
devices during the school day in accordance with a storage plan developed by the 
principal. If the school does not provide storage for wireless communication devices, the 
principal shall require that such devices be turned off and stored in the student’s locker, 
bag, or other option as determined and communicated by the school principal. 
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CONSEQUENCES FOR UNAUTHORIZED USE 
School employees may immediately confiscate any wireless communication devices that 
are on, used, displayed or visible in violation of this policy.  Absent compelling and 
unusual circumstances, confiscated wireless communication devices will be returned only 
to the student’s parent or guardian.  

 
The disciplinary consequences for violations of this policy shall be consistent with 
Section D of policy 4300, Student Behavior Policies.  The superintendent or designee 
shall list in the Code of Student Conduct the specific range of consequences that may be 
imposed on a student for violations of this policy. 
 
The following factors should be considered when determining appropriate consequences:  
whether the wireless communication device was used (1) to reproduce images of tests, 
obtain unauthorized access to school information or assist students in any aspect of their 
instructional program in a manner that violates any school board policy, administrative 
regulation or school rule; (2) to bully or harass other students; (3) to send illicit text 
messages; (4) to take and/or send illicit photographs; or (5) in any other manner that 
would make more severe disciplinary consequences appropriate. 
 

C. A.     AUTHORIZED AND PROHIBITED USE 
 

Administrators may authorize individual students to use wireless communication devices 
for personal purposes, including to manage a student’s health care (i.e., blood sugar 
monitoring, medical apps, etc.)  when there is a reasonable need for such communication.  
Students may also use wireless communication devices as required or authorized by the 
student’s individualized education plan or Section 504 plan. Teachers and administrators 
may authorize individual students to use the devices for instructional purposes, provided 
they supervise the students during such use.   
 
Although use generally is permitted before and after school, use of cellular phones and 
other wireless communication devices may be prohibited on school buses when noise 
from such devices interferes with the safe operation of the buses.   
 
Students may not use wireless communication devices inside school building, at school-
sponsored events, or on school buses to capture audio, video, or still pictures of other 
students and/or employees in which such individuals can be personally identified, nor 
share such recordings or pictures in any way, without the consent of the other students 
and/or employees. An exception will be made for recordings at events that are open to the 
public, such as athletic competitions, band and choral concerts, assemblies, presentations, 
and award ceremonies. If recording at a public event is restricted for any reason, 
including due to copyright issues (e.g., a school play), the students and all other members 
of the audience will be notified of the recording restrictions before the event begins. 
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D. B.     CONSEQUENCES FOR UNAUTHORIZED USE 
 

School employees may immediately confiscate any wireless communication devices that 
are on, used, displayed or visible in violation of this policy.  Absent compelling and 
unusual circumstances, confiscated wireless communication devices will be returned only 
to the student’s parent or guardian.  

 
The disciplinary consequences for violations of this policy shall be consistent with 
Section D of policy 4300, Student Behavior Policies.  The superintendent or designee 
shall list in the Code of Student Conduct the specific range of consequences that may be 
imposed on a student for violations of this policy. 
 
The following factors should be considered when determining appropriate consequences:  
whether the wireless communication device was used (1) to reproduce images of tests, 
obtain unauthorized access to school information or assist students in any aspect of their 
instructional program in a manner that violates any school board policy, administrative 
regulation or school rule; (2) to bully or harass other students; (3) to send illicit text 
messages; (4) to take and/or send illicit photographs; or (5) in any other manner that 
would make more severe disciplinary consequences appropriate. 
 
SEARCH OF WIRELSS COMMUNICATION DEVICES 
In accordance with policy 4342, Student Searches, a student’s wireless communication 
device and its contents, including, but not limited to, text messages and digital photos, 
may be searched whenever a school official has reason to believe the search will provide 
evidence that the student has violated or is violating a law, board policy, the Code of 
Student Conduct or a school rule.  The scope of such searches must be reasonably related 
to the objectives of the search and not excessively intrusive in light of the nature of the 
suspected infraction. 

  
E. C.     SEARCH OF WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICES 
 

In accordance with policy 4342, Student Searches, a student’s wireless communication 
device and its contents, including, but not limited to, text messages and digital photos, 
may be searched whenever a school official has reason to believe the search will provide 
evidence that the student has violated or is violating a law, board policy, the Code of 
Student Conduct or a school rule.  The scope of such searches must be reasonably related 
to the objectives of the search and not excessively intrusive in light of the nature of the 
suspected infraction. 
 
LIABILITY 
Students are personally and solely responsible for the security of their wireless 
communication devices, including but not limited to, cellular phones, earbuds, 
headphones, smartwatches, and other personal electronic devices. The school system 
assumes no responsibility for the theft, loss, or damage of any such devices. 
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F. D.    LIABILITY 
 

Students are personally and solely responsible for the security of their wireless 
communication devices, including but not limited to, cellular phones, earbuds, 
headphones, smartwatches, and other personal electronic devices. The school system 
assumes no responsibility for the theft, loss, or damage of any such devices. 

 
Legal References:  G.S. 115C-36, -390.2 
 
Cross References:  Student Behavior Policies (policy 4300), Disruptive Behavior (policy 4315), 
Student Searches (policy 4342), Technology Responsible Use (policy 4312/3225/7320), Bullying 
and Harassing Behavior Prohibited (policy 4329/7311) 
 
Adopted: December 3, 2020 
Revised:  June 30, 2025 
 
 


