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Welcome to Clarke Middle School!

The purpose of the handbook is to provide you with an overview of our school’s procedures and policies. It was developed to address areas that are important for your child’s success.  This handbook will provide you with a more comprehensive understanding of our middle level program. We hope that you and your child find this year to be one filled with learning and growth!  

OUR GOAL

Our school has adopted the following mission statement:

Middle School is a period filled with challenge and wonder.  Middle level students experience tremendous change as they enter early adolescence; no group contains more diversity.  W.T. Clarke Middle School is committed to addressing the varied intellectual, physical, social and emotional needs of our students and to facilitating smooth transitions from elementary school to high school.  We promote academic growth, self-respect and respect for the dignity and diversity of others.  We encourage students to take advantage of educational opportunities that will open doors to new ideas and create a desire to learn and explore.

Key areas of focus include:
· Developing the academic foundation needed to succeed in high school
· Serving as a stable and safe environment during a period of intense and rapid change
· Equipping students with the academic, personal and social skills and understanding necessary to succeed at the middle level and beyond
· Establishing connections with each student so that everyone succeeds
· Helping each student develop self-respect and self-confidence
· Providing opportunities for exploration of the world around us
· Encouraging creativity, responsibility and initiative
· Affirming the importance of positive connections between home and school
· Promoting in each student a sense of personal competence and respect for others

OUR VISION

The “Clarke Middle School Vision for Success” ties together the academic, personal, and social needs of our students as follows:

Clarke Middle School is:

· A school where students, teachers, parents, administrators, and community work as one
            to provide the best education possible
· A school that provides developmentally appropriate transitions from grade to grade
· An evolving place where learning is based upon the search for best practices
· An environment where risk-taking is encouraged and supported
· A school where all stakeholders have a sense of belonging to a community
· A school where all stakeholders recognize and strive for quality in all endeavors




SCHOOL PERSONNEL

	Title
	Name
	Phone Number

	Principal
	Elizabeth Dowling
	516-876-7401

	Assistant Principal
	Linda Lynch
	516-876-7405

	Dean of Students
	Vincent Trionfo
	516-876-7415

	Chairperson of English and SS
	Kimberly LoFaso
	516-576-7485

	Chairperson of Science
	Terry Renna
	516-876-7479

	Chairperson of Math
	Marguerite Spriggs
	516-876-7465

	Chairperson of Art
	Heather Anastasio
	516-876-7473

	Chairperson of Computers, Business and H&C
	Darryl Strabuk
	516-876-7401

	Chairperson of Music
	Michelle Schmuel
	516-876-8710

	Chairperson of PE, Health and Athletics
	Joshua Friedman
	516-876-7427

	Chairperson of World Languages
	Jenice Morgani
	516-876-7472

	School Counselor
	Hollyann Anglin
	516-876-7412

	School Counselor
	Olivia Luparello
	516-876-7411

	School Counselor
	Alyssa Marino
	516-876-7413

	Nurse
	Mildred Redmond
	516-876-7423

	Social Worker
	Isabel Coffey
	516-386-7574

	Social Worker
	Caralynn Colella
	516-386-7572

	School Psychologist
	Tyler Shatesky
	516-386-7573

	School Psychologist
	Casey Kolasa
	516-478-5758



BELL SCHEDULES

Regular Daily Schedule
Our school operates on a six-day cycle.  We have days 1 through 6, and then we begin the cycle again with day 1.  All students are scheduled for nine periods daily.  Each class period has a length of 39 minutes with 4 minutes travel-time between periods/classes.

			
	Period
	Start
	End

	Period 1
	8:14
	9:00

	Period 2
	9:04
	9:45

	Period 3
	9:49
	10:30

	Period 4
	10:34
	11:15

	Period 5
	11:19
	12:00

	Period 6
	12:04
	12:45

	Period 7
	12:49
	1:30

	Period 8
	1:34
	2:15

	Period 9
	2:19
	3:00




ID’s
All students are required to wear their school ID daily.  It is to be worn with the school provided lanyard or student’s own lanyard.  It is essential for students to wear and properly display their ID’s.


COURSES OF STUDY
The following courses are available to students in the specific grade levels.  Additional information about courses will be presented at “Meet-The-Teacher-Night.”

Grade 6
Language Arts			Computer Enrichment Instruction
Reading/Study Skills		Health 
Social Studies		Library
World Languages	Art
  (one per quarter) French, Italian, Spanish 		Music (orchestra, band, chorus, or music explorations) 
  and American Sign Language	        - alternate days
Math		Physical Education – alternate days
Science
Enrichment		


Grade 7
English		Interdisciplinary Enrichment (3 days per 6 day cycle, ½ yr)
Social Studies		Art         (3 days per 6 day cycle, ½ yr)
Math		Health   (3 days per 6 day cycle, ½ yr)
Science		Physical Education/Music (alternate days)
World Languages	Home and Career Skills/Technology (1/2 year each)
      (French, Italian, Spanish or ASL)

Grade 8		
English		Careers/Art/Health
Social Studies			Computer Design/Technology
Math 		Interdisciplinary Enrichment or
Science 		                           Science Lab (Honors Science students only)
World Languages						                               		
			                           
		
FIELD TRIPS
Field trips are an important aspect of the educational program at Clarke Middle School.  Teachers may schedule field trips to extend the curriculum, enrich our students’ background for learning, and encourage them to develop an appreciation of both our culture and the culture of others.  We also schedule recreational field trips.  To ensure the safety of the students and chaperones, and to make certain that field trips accomplish their mission, we have on occasion, curtailed the participation of students who have demonstrated difficulties in observing behavioral standards.  Please note that students who attempt to miss classes, act in an insubordinate manner to supervisors, fail to observe safety rules on buses, engage in fighting, violate school rules regarding smoking or the use of other harmful substances, demonstrate a lack of respect for property or exhibit a pattern of persistent violation of our school rules may be excluded from attending field trips.  








PHYSICAL EDUCATION
All students are required to take physical education.  7th and 8th grade students are required to change from their school clothes and wear proper attire (shorts or sweatpants and sneakers).  For safety reasons, gum, jewelry or hats are not permitted in the gym.  Unpreparedness may affect student grades.

Only three excused absences will be permitted per quarter.  Absence from class will be excused for the following reasons:
· illness
· school sponsored trips and activities
· school sponsored assemblies
· guidance appointments
· religious obligations
· appointments with doctors
· music sectionals
Additional absences will have a negative impact on student grades.

ATHLETIC PROGRAM
Our interscholastic athletic program is available to seventh and eighth grade students.  The sports anticipated for each season are listed below:

Fall (Sept-Nov)	                       Winter I (Nov-Jan)	     Winter II (Jan-Mar)           Spring (Mar-May)
     Boys            Girls                      Boys           Girls                      Boys            Girls                  Boys           Girls                    
X-Country     X-Country	         Basketball     Volleyball          Volleyball     Basketball          Baseball       Softball
Soccer           Soccer			  Cheer	               Wrestling	        	      Lacrosse       Lacrosse
Football         Cheer								      Track           Track
	        Field Hockey							      Tennis
Tennis

All students who participate in the athletic program are required to obtain a current physical examination.  Registration can be done online. Go to the district website; under menu and then under “For Parents,” you will find the link to “Athletic Registration.” 

Officials at interscholastic sports events are required to enforce all rules regarding unsportsmanlike conduct by coaches and players.  There is no tolerance for negative statements or interactions between 
opposing players, including taunting opponents. If such comments are heard, a penalty will be 
issued immediately; officials have been directed not to issue warnings.  Please review these guidelines with your child and observe them when you attend games.

Sixth grade students may participate in intramurals.  Offerings vary by season, staff availability and student interest.  Intramurals are offered before the regular school day.

ATTENDANCE	
Good attendance is essential for student success.  If your child is going to be absent, please contact the Attendance Office answering machine at 876-7497.  After 9:00 a.m., please call the guidance office at 876-7410.  If a call is not received, the school will contact parents via Connect Ed.  When returning to school, your child must provide a note indicating the reason for the absence.

Please note that a student who is “on vacation” while school is in session is illegally absent from school. As such, teachers are not required to provide assignments under these circumstances.




In Case of Lateness
Students who arrive within the first 10 minutes of 1st period should report directly to class and will be marked late. After the first 10 minutes, students will be required to sign in at the main lobby for a pass. Teachers will then record lateness. A student who arrives after the end of 1st period should report to the guidance office for a late pass.  The students should also present a note of explanation from parents.

During times of inclement weather, lateness is sometimes unavoidable.  However, most lateness can be prevented.  Excessive lateness hinders academic progress and causes disruptions to the classroom. Students who show a pattern of unexcused lateness will be assigned detention.  

Homework
Students who are absent for less than three days should obtain assignments from classmates.  For longer 
periods of time, parents should contact the Guidance Office to obtain schoolwork from class teachers.  
Please allow 24 hours for your request to be processed.

GRADES, REPORT CARDS, PROGRESS REPORTS AND STUDENT HONORS
Grades
Grades are available on Infinite Campus.

Report Cards
Report cards are issued electronically (dates are posted in the school calendar).  The passing grade is 70 for students in grades 6, 7, and 8.

Progress Reports
Students will receive progress reports electronically at the fifth week of each marking period (dates are posted in the school calendar).  These reports recognize outstanding achievement or identify areas that require attention. 

Honor Roll
Students in Grades 7 and 8 are eligible for Honor Roll recognition by achieving a minimum average of 89.5 with no failures or incompletes.

Scholastic Roll
Students in Grades 7 and 8 are eligible for Scholastic Roll recognition by achieving a minimum average of 84.5 with no failures or incompletes.

National Junior Honor Society
Outstanding students in seventh and eighth grade are eligible for induction into the National Junior Honor Society.  Admission is based upon scholarship, service, leadership, and character.  A minimum average of 90 in each quarter is required for eligibility.  A faculty council sends out applications for membership and evaluates student applications.  Additional information is available in the guidance office.

Terrific Kids Program
The Terrific Kids program is sponsored by the East Meadow Kiwanis Club.  Two students per grade level are selected monthly.  These students are honored for effort, citizenship and improvement.







BUSES
Eligibility for bus transportation is determined by district guidelines.  Students in grades 6, 7 and 8 are eligible for bus transportation if they live over one mile from the school. Additional questions regarding bus transportation should be referred to the transportation office (478-5772).

Normally scheduled buses arrive and depart from the parking lot area on the south side of the building.  Specific information regarding times for bus arrivals and bus stops is provided before the opening of school.  

Late buses leave at approximately 4:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  The 4:00 p.m. academic/club bus leaves from the parking lot area outside the middle school main entrance.  Students should be waiting by 3:45. The 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. athletic buses leave from the parking lot adjacent to the cafeteria. 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
All students must have on file current emergency contact information listing parent/guardian home and work numbers. Additionally, the name of any neighbor or relative who may pick up your child in case of an emergency must also be included. It is essential for us to have accurate, up-to-date information so we can contact you if your child has an emergency.  Information in Infinite Campus must be accurate. 

CAFETERIA
A full lunch program is available to students daily.  Currently, students are afforded free breakfast and lunch every day. Lunch is scheduled during periods 4, 5, 6 and 7.  Students are expected to behave appropriately in the cafeteria in order to maintain a pleasant atmosphere.

OUTDOOR DINING/RECESS
Weather permitting, students will have the opportunity to eat outside and/or play outdoors for recess. Students
 will be directed to line up only after cleaning their table.  They may only play with the sports equipment provided. Recess is a privilege and cooperation is expected. 

DELAYED OPENING/SCHOOL CLOSING
Due to inclement weather or other school emergencies, it may become necessary to delay the opening of school or close school for the day.  You will receive a “Connect Ed” call and/or text
In the event of a delayed opening, the six-day cycle system will still be in effect.  Students will be expected to report to their 1st period classes upon entering the building.  

OUR SCHOOL WEB SITE & SOCIAL MEDIA
Our school web page, located at https://www.emufsd.us/o/wtcms is a reliable source of information about special activities and school programs.  Log on and discover more about Clarke Middle School!  


PROCEDURE FOR VISITING THE SCHOOL         
All visitors must provide license identification and sign in upon entering the building.  Licenses are collected at the door to ensure you enter and exit through the middle school entrance.  Students may not bring relatives or friends to school.   We ask that students come to school well prepared to avoid unnecessary drop-offs.

BRINGING MONEY AND VALUABLES TO SCHOOL
Each year, we hear about cases in which students brought large sums of cash, expensive jewelry, phones, or other valuables to school.  Please note that valuables and large sums of money should not be brought to school, as we cannot be responsible for the loss of any items.




LOCKERS
Each student is assigned to one locker. In order to safeguard the locker contents, lockers must not be shared and must be secured with an appropriate lock (key or combination).  So as to prevent unauthorized entry to lockers, students should not share combinations or permit other students access to their combination.    Students should not bring valuables to school.  For those using a key-type lock, an extra key may be left with the assistant principal’s office.


HOW TO OBTAIN PERMISSION FOR AN EARLY DISMISSAL
Students may leave school early only if they obtain permission from a school administrator.  Permission may be granted when a written request is submitted by a parent/guardian.  Students requesting permission to leave school must submit a note to the guidance office at the beginning of the school day.  Upon approval, the student will be issued a passport (permission slip) that should be presented to the teachers in charge at the time of dismissal.  A parent/guardian must come to the guidance office to pick up their child.

IF YOUR CHILD HAS A HEALTH CONCERN:                                                                     
Please contact the school nurses at 876-7422 or 876-7423.

HOW TO GET TO AND FROM OUR SCHOOL
The main entrance is located adjacent to the tennis courts.

For those students who take a bus, buses arrive in the parking lot behind the Gym (entrance at Elda Lane) in the morning and depart from the same location at 3:00 pm.  Bus students enter the building through the doors adjacent to the assistant principal’s office.  The 4:00 pm “late bus” picks up students at the middle school main entrance near the tennis courts.

Parents bringing students to school by car in the morning and picking them up immediately after school should use the front circle on Edgewood Drive; those students enter/exit through the high school main entrance.  Only after 3:15 pm, parents should pick up students at the middle school main entrance, near the tennis courts. 

Bicycle racks are located by the tennis courts near the middle school entrance.  Students should lock their bicycles securely.  Please be aware that the school does not assume any responsibility for bicycles or other personal property.  In the interest of safety, students should arrive to school no more than 20 minutes before the beginning of the school day, unless requested by a teacher or administrator or when they are attending “extra help.”  Unless participating in an approved after-school activity, students must leave school grounds immediately upon dismissal.

Please be reminded that only students assigned to buses may use district transportation to and from school. Bus passes are provided for students taking school buses.  Bus passes are not transferable, and students must take the bus to which they are assigned.  Students should carry their bus passes every day.  If a pass is lost, please contact the guidance office and a replacement will be provided. 










CLARKE PTSA
PTSA meetings are scheduled monthly.  Meetings start at 7:00 p.m.  We hope you will become an active member of this organization! Watch for information in the mailings and on the school calendar.  Our officers for the 2025-2026 school year include:
President			Vikki Chang					 
		1st Vice President		Mary Pelkowski			
		Co-2nd Vice President		Elizabeth Morgan
Co-2nd Vice President		Kate Alvarado
Treasurer			Darlene Vecchiano			
Corresponding Secretary	Orsola Blasi
		Recording Secretary		Sandra Fokas	

CLARKE MIDDLE SCHOOL CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS
The middle school offers a wide selection of clubs and team sports.  There is truly something for everyone.  All students will receive a booklet containing club descriptions.  You may access the club calendar on Schoology. A club fair will be organized during lunch periods in September for students to explore all club opportunities available.  We encourage everyone to participate in these extracurricular activities! 

THE FRIDAY NIGHT RECREATION PROGRAM
East Meadow’s Cultural Arts Program, C.A.P.E., sponsors a “rec” program on specified Friday nights for Clarke Middle School students.  Dates are indicated on the district calendar.  For a nominal fee, students can enjoy recreational activities in a supervised setting; choices include dancing to music provided by a D.J., sports and board games.  Sessions take place at Clarke Middle School from 6pm-8pm. Look for additional information in school mailings.

CELL PHONES
Cell phone use is not permitted during the school day.  Students may use their phone before and after the school day.  Students have access to phones in the Guidance Office, Assistant Principal’s office and the Main Office. 

SOME FINAL SUGGESTIONS
Our experience has shown that students perform best when their parents/guardians demonstrate a clear, consistent interest in their schoolwork.  Please ask your child about school daily. In addition, it will be helpful to:
· Keep a record of important school dates on your own calendar, including due dates for long-term assignments
· Make sure that your child has a quiet place to study
· Check that your child has completed homework. (Our students rarely, if ever, have no homework.)
· Work with your child to organize binders, discard unneeded items and store notes and teacher “hand-outs” for future review
· Discuss expectations for behavior and good citizenship
· Attend PTSA meetings
· Encourage participation in co-curricular activities
· Maintain contact with teachers and review all progress reports
· Stress the importance of reading on a regular basis
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