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“Always walk through 
life as if you have 
something new to learn 
and you will.”
   — Vernon Howard

Kurt Hildebrandt,            
School Information Coordinator

Building Progress: District Facility Updates

Maintaining our 
school facilities 

is a perennial focus, 
and as a district, we 
have a lot to celebrate. 
Thanks to an exceptional facilities 
team and the community’s support, our 
facilities, overall, are in good shape. 
Recent major investments include the 
2017 district reconfiguration, which 
included the addition of the “new” 
high school, early childhood classroom 
renovations, South Elementary HVAC 
upgrades, and the three phase Mend 
the Middle project that began in 2025. 
Mend the Middle Update 
In 2025, the District launched the 

three-phase Mend the Middle Project 
to modernize aging systems and 
refresh learning spaces at its Middle 
School. 

Phase 2 wrapped up this past August, 

bringing significant enhancements just 
in time for the school year: 

● Comfort & Efficiency: Continued 
HVAC upgrades to ensure consistent 
heating, cooling, and air quality. 

● Modern Classrooms: Fresh 
updates to hallways and classrooms, 
including renovated space for two 
science classrooms, a special education 
classroom, and two updated restrooms. 

● Accessibility: A second elevator 
was installed near the main office, 
making the building significantly more 
accessible for all students, staff, and 
visitors. 

The project will reach its final 
milestone next summer with Phase 
3, which will focus on replacing the 
building’s original 1958 boiler system 
to ensure safe, efficient heating for 
years to come. 
Managing Ongoing Challenges 
& Planning for the Future 
While there is much to celebrate, 

the district is experiencing facilities 
related challenges, each having an 

impact on the budget. Some of the 
challenges, such as aging buildings, 
parking lots, and roofs, are expected, 
and others are not. 

Unexpected: This past summer 
required quick action outside of the 
typical summer maintenance/cleaning 
plan. 

● High School Chiller: In early 
spring, the high school cooling system 
broke down, requiring extensive 
underground piping repairs over the 
summer to keep the facility cool. 

● Gym Floor Restoration: The high 
school gym floor required a major 
refresh to repair water damage caused 
by exterior drainage issues. 

● Hail Damage: A significant 
spring hailstorm resulted in damage 
to building roofs and vehicles. While 
protected by insurance, the damage 
has expedited the need for roof repairs 
and shifted funding from other planned 
projects. 

Expected: At the conclusion of the 
Mend the Middle Project, all buildings 

will have experienced relatively 
recent HVAC upgrades except North 
Elementary.

● North Elementary HVAC: 
Frequent repairs on the building’s 
original 1964 boiler and increasingly 
inconsistent temperatures in parts 
of the building suggest the need 
for careful planning and budget 
considerations. As a result, the district 
has started to set aside funds to support 
potential future HVAC upgrades 
similar to those at the Middle School. 

Maintaining our schools is an ever-
evolving responsibility that requires 
ongoing planning and fiscal care. 
Whether responding to sudden summer 
weather or preparing for multi-year 
capital projects, thoughtful planning 
ensures every dollar is spent wisely, 
and every classroom remains a safe, 
comfortable, and welcoming place to 
learn. With strong long-term strategy, 
continued care, and community 
support, our facilities will remain a 
source of pride for years to come.

Saint Peter High School is proud 
to celebrate students who earned 

academic honors through the College 
Board National Recognition Program 
(bigfuture.org). This year, three of our 
students were among the more than 
300,000 recipients nationwide─the 
highest participation in the program’s 
history. Those students include senior 
Melina Chadwick and juniors Grace 
Penner and Lucia Penner.

“Our students have been recognized 
for their dedication and excellence, 
and we’re incredibly proud of them,” 
SPHS Principal Annette Engeldinger 
said. “This honor reinforces their 
exceptional achievements in high 
school and will support them in their 
pursuit of a big future.”

To be eligible, 10th- and 11th-grade 

students must earn a cumulative GPA 
of B+ or higher and either score 3 
or above on two or more AP Exams 
by the end of 10th grade. They also 
qualify if they’re one of the top 10% 
of test takers─in their high school, 
among first-generation college 
students in their state, and/or among 
rural and small-town students in their 
state.

“For students across the country, 
the award represents more than 
an academic honor. It signals 
their achievement to colleges and 
scholarship programs that may not 
actively recruit in their communities,” 
Amy Reitz, senior vice president of 
BigFuture at College Board, said. 
“We congratulate all students at Saint 
Peter High School who earned an 
award by demonstrating exceptional 
academic achievement.”

Three SPHS students honored by College Board program

Three SPHS students were honored recently by the College Board National Recognition Program for 
academic testing success. Pictured here are SPHS junior Grace Penner, Principal Annette Engeldinger, 
SPHS senior Melina Chadwick, and SPHS junior Lucia Penner.

Jon Graff,            
Superintendent of 

Saint Peter Public Schools
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Information on the Permanent School Fund 
question on the Nov. 3rd ballot

During the November 3rd general 
election in Minnesota, voters will 
see the Permanent School Fund 
question on their ballots. 

The Permanent School Fund 
was established in 1858, when 
Minnesota became a state, as a 
way to support public education 
through revenues generated 
from school trust lands and 
investments held for the benefit 
of Minnesota students. 

View the following short 
videos to learn more about the 
amendment, Public Trust Lands, 
and the Permanent School Fund:

Video 1: What is the 
Amendment?

Video 2: What are the Trust 
Lands?

Video 3: What is the Permanent 
School Fund?

The Minnesota Rural Education 
Association (MREA) also has 
comprehensive information 
available on the Permanent 
School Fund at https://
mreavoice.org/permanent-
school-fund-statewide-
informational-campaign/

The Minnesota School Board 
Association also provided 
these infographics about 
the Permanent School Fund 
question. Please note that school 
districts may publish educational 
information about the Permanent 
School Fund ballot question, as 
long as the information remains 
factual and objective.

https://mreavoice.org/permanent-school-fund-statewide-informational-campaign/
https://us.list-manage.com/FN9KWOPfwTv?e=ac3b346a96&c2id=3535b4a4d2cc185b2fc185364ca15497
https://us.list-manage.com/6lSO69NL7bm?e=ac3b346a96&c2id=3535b4a4d2cc185b2fc185364ca15497
https://us.list-manage.com/vlvkp3DT6hQ?e=ac3b346a96&c2id=3535b4a4d2cc185b2fc185364ca15497
https://www.mnpsfamendment.org/
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SPHS outdoor education students 
take part in a kayaking activity

Saint Peter High School’s outdoor education 
classes, taught by Keith Hanson and Kris 

Sandborg, provide students with unique learning 
activities both in school and at other locations 
throughout the St. Peter area.

One such activity they had the chance to 
participate in is kayaking, with Hanson’s third-
block class and Sandborg’s fourth-block class 
making their way to Hallet’s Pond earlier this 
week for some water fun. Second semester 
outdoor education students will participate in a 
kayaking unit later in the school year.

“This was an exceptional experience to 

provide our students with a chance to participate 
in an activity they may otherwise not be exposed 
to,” Koehler Sandborg said. “It’s so fun to see 
the students breaking down fears of participating 
in water activities. Because this is a tandem 
kayak, it was great to see groups problem 
solving and working together to learn a new skill 
set.”

One precaution for an activity like this is 
having a lifeguard on duty when students are in 
the water, and SPHS seniors Vivian Hendrickson 
(a member of Hanson’s class) and Lily Prunty, 
who are certified lifeguards, provided that 
service for these kayaking activities.

Here are some photo highlights from the 
kayaking activities at Hallet’s Pond.

SPHS ninth graders test Minnesota 
River’s waters from Hwy. 99 bridge
Kurt Hildebrandt,            
School Information Coordinator

Freshmen science students in Mr. Borslien’s 
class at Saint Peter High School visited the 

Highway 99 bridge walking path at various times 
on Tuesday to participate in the annual testing of 
the Minnesota River. 

Patti Braulick from the Friends of the 
Minnesota River’s Riverwatch program was 
on hand to assist with the river water testing. 
The program is funded through the MPCA (MN 
Pollution Control Agency). 

Students collected water samples from the 

Highway 99 bridge walkway and tested for 
dissolved oxygen, nitrates, pH, temperature, 
turbidity (cloudiness), conductivity, and the 
height of the river.  They also described the 
riverbed and water quality in more general terms 
for usability, water color, and bank descriptions. 

According to Borslien, the data will eventually 
be added to MPCA’s database, which monitors 
river health in Minnesota.  This hands-on 
experience provides students with a chance to 
do a little fieldwork and see some science data 
collection in action.   

Here are some photo highlights from the 
students’ work at the Minnesota River.

SPHS’s Saints Brew crew eager for SPHS’s Saints Brew crew eager for 
the 2026-27 school year!the 2026-27 school year!

Kurt Hildebrandt,            
School Information Coordinator

The much-anticipated debut of Saint Peter High School’s 
Saints Coffee Cart crew from Liz Leibfried’s classroom 

took place Tuesday morning, with the students delivering their 
always-popular snacks and beverages to SPHS staff.

Each week, the Saints Coffee Cart crew offers a variety of 
baked goods such as cookies, bars, and muffins, and a fruit or 
veggie snack option is often included. The beverage choices 
include water, lemonade, coffee, or hot chocolate. Leibfried’s 
special education teaching colleague, Joey Brown, will have 
his class help prepare the baked treats again this year. 

This year’s Saints Brew crew consists of Kallie Brovold, 
Judd Wartman, Abby Voeltz, Logan Gessner, Abby Schily, and 
Autumn Squires. “We will have two carts going like we did 
last year,” Leibfried said. “Some of the students have done it 
before, and there are two students that are new to the coffee 
cart, which is always great to see.

“The students will be working on various skills such as 
employment, communication, and social skills. The SPHS 
Staff Council has agreed to fund the supplies for the coffee 
cart again, so we’re extremely grateful for that. If we do get 
donations, they will be used towards classroom field trips.”

SPHS students making up Liz Liefried’s Saints Brew crew this year for 
the cart are (l to r) Abby Voeltz, Autumn Squires, Logan Gessner, Abby 
Schily, Kallie Brovold, and Judd Wartman.
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SPPS students take part in annual bus safety training
Bus safety training at the start of the school year is a yearly event for students at Saint Peter Public Schools. Students at South 
Elementary, North Elementary, Saint Peter Middle School, and Saint Peter High School take part in the training early on to prepare 
them for the new school year. Here are a few highlights from some of the training activities!

WELCOME BACK TO SPMS, NORTH & SOUTH STUDENTS! The new school year officially began the morning of 
September 10th for students at South Elementary (gr. K-1), North Elementary (gr. 2-4), and Saint Peter Middle School (gr. 
5-8). Here are some photo highlights from the start-of-the-school-day activities!

SOUTH

NORTH

MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Kurt Hildebrandt, 
School Information Coordinator

This month’s Get Caught Reading 
featured guest is Jonathan Smith, Saint 

Peter Middle School’s principal’s secretary/
adminstrative assistant. “My wife, Rene, and 
I have two children ages 7 and 11 months 
old. I have two other children that live in 
Ohio with their mother and visit in the 
summer,” Smith said. “We have a Siberian 
Husky and two miniature cats, so our house 
is very noisy.” Smith was born in Asheville, 
NC, as his father was in the Navy, “ I have 
lived in Millington, TN, and Bremerton, 
WA, but spent most of my formative years in 
Swansboro, NC.” He also served in the Navy 
for nine years and has just entered his fourth 
year with SPPS, having originally worked 
as a paraprofessional for the district before 
moving to Saint Peter Middle School in early 
2026. The following is a Get Caught Reading 
profile with Jonathan Smith:

What did you read when you were a 
kid? Growing up a lot of sports books, 

but my favorite series was The Hardy Boys.

 

What do you like to read now? Mostly 
enjoy reading autobiographies - can be 

sports, history, or military related.

What do you enjoy most about 
reading? Being able to relax and 

feel like you are there or living vicariously 
through the book.

Jonathan Smith, SPMS principal’s secretary, 
enjoys reading as a way to relax and is 
particularly fond of autobiographies of 
many kinds.

MR. SMITHwith

SPMS STUDENTS KICK OFF DAY 
WITH ASSEMBLY 

The energy level inside the Saint Peter Middle School gym was 
high on the morning of Sept. 18, as students and staff took part in 
the Kick-Off Assembly to start the day. The SPMS PBIS (Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports) team hosted the event, which 
featured information on the Saints’ ticket program, including a few 
prize giveaways, and wrapped up with staff and students taking part in 
a rousing game of Balloon Hooping! Here are some photo highlights 
from the festivities!

https://stpeterschools.arux.app/course/425/fall-ce-classes-2026/5th-12th-grade-watercolor-painting
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NORTH RECEIVES 
DONATIONS FOR 
STUDENTS
North Elementary has been fortunate to 
receive numerous donations from area 
businesses at the start of the 2026-27 
school year. Here is the list of donors and 
items donated to date, per North’s Dean of 
Students, Mandy Kennedy:

• Friends For Learning
• Edward Jones - Backpacks
• The Drawer - Socks and Underwear
• Jaraff - school supplies
• Greater Mankato Area United Way -
   school supplies
• Erberts & Gerberts - school supplies
• Pioneer Bank - school supplies

Here are some photo highlights of some of 
those donations being received by North 
staff!

NORTH ELEMENTARY HOSTS KICK-OFF ASSEMBLY 
North Elementary students and staff gathered in the school gym at the end of the day on Friday, Sept. 11, for the annual kick-off assembly. 
Principal Darin Doherty welcomed everyone to the gym and gave a presentation on the theme of “Kindness”. Here are some photo highlights!
New North Dean of Students Mandy Kennedy also addressed students and staff about the upcoming year, and several students shared 
experiences of kindness they witnessed in school. The assembly wrapped up with the first public showing of the annual North staff video, 
which can be found at https://youtu.be/uxgf62qJhIM

https://youtu.be/uxgf62qJhIM?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFRa3pXdEVSdXU0djVnczQxc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlJWly2QrmrVC-dOWzpnIGugf77gA4ADzznV9kF_bICRPzCv5j-qk3q8orfl_aem_NseHX69uV7sDuQBQ1o7Z3w
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CHILDREN’S WEEKEND FOOD PROGRAM APPLICATION INFO 
Families of students at South Elementary (gr. K-1), North 
Elementary (gr. 2-4), and St. Peter Middle School (gr. 5-8) can 
enroll in the Children’s Weekend Food Program at any time during 
the school year if they need nutritional support for their children 
on the weekends.  Bags of two nutritional breakfasts, dinners, and 
snacks are sent home each week of the school year. To enroll, 
please click HERE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tezKur8oaHlcOjIW3AxyTdDkg7y9a8snyVkpkP1SzIY/viewform?pli=1&pli=1&edit_requested=true
https://stpeterschools.arux.app/course/390/fall-ce-classes-2026/ghosts-and-goblins-children-s-cooking-class-with-jackie-mart
https://stpeterschools.arux.app/course/424/fall-ce-classes-2026/kindergarten-1st-grade-mini-art-club
https://stpeterschools.arux.app/course/408/fall-ce-classes-2026/click-connect-pinterest
https://stpeterschools.arux.app/course/410/fall-ce-classes-2026/sushi-101
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