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Alma High School Educator Named National Agriscience Teacher Ambassador
Outstanding Teacher Will Bring Inquiry-Based Learning Techniques to Enhance Classrooms

LEXINGTON, Ky., July 21, 2025 — Kisia Holland agriscience teacher at Aima High School in Aima, AR,
successfully completed the 21st annual National Association of Agricultural Educators (NAAE) National
Agriscience Teacher Ambassador Academy, joining the other over 522 outstanding agriscience

teachers from across the country who have earned that title.

The NAAE National Agriscience Teacher Ambassador Academy is a professional development institute
available to members of the National Association of Agricultural Educators and sponsored by Corteva
AgriScience™ and Lab-Aids. The process and selection to becoming an agriscience ambassador is
rigorous, with a limited number of openings each year to complete the process. Those selected become
ambassador candidates, who attend the academy in Lexington, Kentucky, learn about inquiry-based
teaching methods as well as how to draw out the science that is already present in many agriculture
topics. Those who successfully complete the academy will be designated as NAAE National

Agriscience Teacher Ambassadors.

The academy’s hands-on approach is designed to energize teachers and make them comfortable

enriching their classes when they return home.

“We want our ambassadors to leave this experience equipped to create innovative learning

National Association of Agricultural Educators
One Paragon Centre 2525 Harrodsburg Road, Suite 200
Lexington, KY 40504-3358
(859) 967-2892 or (800) 509-0204



v nage

www.naae.org | #TeachAg

experiences for their students,” said Alissa Smith, NAAE Chief Executive Officer. “Inquiry-based
teaching methods challenge students to ask why and give them the tools to discover the answers for

themselves, which in turn will help them use critical problem solving in the future.”

By emphasizing science, NATAA helps teachers create learning environments that prepare students for
STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) careers, a field that is currently in high

demand.

“Agriculture teachers are often trained to be generalists,” said Smith, “which means they may not have
had as much experience in teaching rigorous science lessons. The academy and the continued training
ambassadors receive helps them to get comfortable with drawing out the science that is already

present in agriculture and helping students understand its real-life application.”

Since its inception in 2003, National Agriscience Teacher Ambassadors and the teachers they have
trained have impacted well over a million students across the United States, from Puerto Rico to
Alaska. Furthermore, Agriscience Teacher Ambassadors conduct workshops around the U.S. to share
the same concepts with other science and agricultural educators. More than 3,500 educators have

been trained by Agriscience Teacher Ambassadors.

The National Association of Agricultural Educators was founded as the National Vocational Agricultural
Teachers’ Association in 1948. Today, the NAAE has grown to become a federation of state agricultural
educator associations, providing service to more than 10,000 members nationwide in advocacy for
agricultural education as well as professional development for and recruitment and retention of
agricultural educators. Our mission, “Professionals providing agricultural education for the global
community through visionary leadership, advocacy and service.” is echoed through the various
programs and trainings offered to our members. For more information on the NAAE and agricultural

education visit us a www.naae.org or check us out on Facebook at www.facebook.com/naaeagedu.
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