
LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 2026

Presented by Sherryl Godfrey and Scott Nanik



BRET HARTE SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTIONS
Hello Seniors, we are excited that over 80 local organizations are providing scholarship 
opportunities for you this year.  For you to be successful, follow these guidelines carefully. 
USE THIS AS A CHECKLIST. All the information you need is located under 
LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM in Godfrey’s classroom.

1. All your submissions need to be done electronically, pdf, photos, videos, etc. If there is 
additional information required by the donors, you will find them on Godfrey’s classroom.

2. DO NOT handwrite any documents
3. Remember, the donors are evaluating you based on your effort and presentation.

The time you put into this shows!

How to organize yourself
1. Make a “Scholarships” folder in your Google Drive
2. Make a subfolder inside “Scholarships” called “Bret Harte application” it will include

a. BH application & Essay
b. Transcript
c. Extracurricular Activities

  d.    DOWNLOAD ALL DOCUMENTS IN PDF FORM ONTO YOUR CHROMEBOOK
3. Make sure you have someone else proof your work - a teacher, parent, friend. 
4. Make sure you include the extra items each donor wants before you submit each 

application.

All Applications are due SUNDAY, JANUARY 18TH AT 11:59 PM.  
THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS.  Mark your calendars! That means if you have any 

technical difficulties  you must work them out prior to the deadline.



BH Application and Essay

This is the main application that will go to 
ALL donors. There is an essay at the bottom 
you MUST complete to be considered for 
any scholarships. PLEASE review this 
essay with others, do NOT use AI; 
make sure it is thoughtful and 
well-written.

BHUHSD Scholarship Application & Essay
(all information must be typed)

Last Name: First Name:
Date of Birth: Phone: (     )         -
Personal cell phone number in case we need to reach you next year.
Personal Email Address: 
Physical Address: 

City: State: Zip:
Mailing Address (if different):

City: State: Zip:
Describe any employment you have had while in high school. If you have not worked 
during high school, put NA.
What is your ultimate Educational Goal?

___ Community College then Transfer to 4 year
___ Join the workforce
___ Trade/Technical School
___ Certificate Program
___ 4 Year College - Bachelor's Degree
___ Master's Degree
___ Doctorate
___ Enlist in the Military
___ Other: ________________________

If you are going to a 4-year college right out of high school, what are your top 3 
choices? List in order of preference.
If you have already been accepted to a college, trade school, internship, or 
apprenticeship, explain here:
Describe your household - who lives with you? brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, parents, 
guardians, etc.

Local Scholarship Essay - Please answer in ESSAY FORMAT 
(recommended length, 1-2 pages)

What are your career goals, both in the immediate future and long term?
Describe how you plan to reach these objectives—will you attend college, 
trade school, pursue internships, etc.?
What actions have you taken during high school to prepare for these next 
steps? (Consider relevant life experiences, participation in clubs, or 
volunteer work.)
If applicable, explain any financial situations or special circumstances 
related to financial need that you and your family are facing (such as a 
parent's divorce, job loss, or family medical issues).
Feel free to include any additional information in your essay that you 
would like the donors to know about you.



Where can I find the Scholarship Information?
On the class of 2026 Google Classroom!



Extra Curricular 
Activities

You will need to print a copy of this form, or get 
one from me, and get signatures from advisors. 
Scan and upload as a PDF onto your hard drive.

If you are unable to locate an advisor, see me for 
other ways to get the signatures. 

For past sports whose coaches are no longer 
coaching, get signatures from BRIAN BARNETT to 
validate your sport.

If you participated in the same club for 4 years, 
you only need to use one line. 

You can use as many pages as you need if you run 
out of space.



Additional documents
Many donors would like additional information from you other 

than the  Bret Harte Application documents. So even if you have 
already given them certain information, you will need to do it 

again for their applications. These are available on the google 
classroom under 

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
These may include:
Essays
Documents to verify eligibility
Interviews
Financial Information
Art Samples
Videos

You will need to 
download
All documents in 
PDF form to your 
chromebook so 
you can upload 
them into the 
scholarship platform.

Example



Sample Spreadsheet

Check the course of study 

and eligibility requirements 

and apply TO ALL the ones 

you are eligible for



Dates and Deadlines: 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!

  

·           October 17th – Donors receive scholarship program information and timeline.
·        November 21st - Deadline for organizations to confirm participation.
·        December 8th – Scholarship information presented to Seniors
·        January 18th  – Deadline for Seniors to submit scholarship applications

 February 27th – Applications given to donors for review
·        April 27th – Invitations sent to students awarded scholarships
·        May 1st – Student RSVPs due
·        May 6th – Awards Night
 
*dates subject to change



So! How do you submit your applications?
First, log in using your BH account information, to 

https://bretharte.awardsplatform.com/



Caution! Write your password down if you change it, 
it’s easy to get locked out for 30 minutes!



Once you've logged into the platform, you will likely be routed directly to the 

Entries page. To create an entry, click the Start new entry button on this page



Once you are in the program you can 
go back and forth across the four tabs:



Use the drop down menu to find the 

scholarship you want to apply for…

You will 
complete 
one for each 
scholarship 
you are 
applying for. 



Fill out all the information and attach any documents needed including 
your transcript, the extracurricular activities log and the BH application 
which includes an essay

attach



If the application requires additional documentation by the donors, 
you will upload on the next page, here. 

                                                      You can also click on this tab:



At the bottom of each page there is a PREVIEW button so you can see 
your progress. You should click on this before you submit your entry.



If you forget something it will tell you, and make you go back to finish, 
you can see the tabs are lit up in red:



You can preview, edit, copy, delete, or download your entries 
as your list takes shape. 



Good luck! Remember all 
documents must be 

uploaded and completed by 
January 18th at 11:59pm. 

After that the website will be 
locked and you will no longer 

be able to add or edit 
scholarship applications. 

There will be 
no exceptions 

so we advise you to complete 
everything a few days earlier. 
Ask for help often and early!


