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Follow Lawson School District on our 
social media platforms, so you won’t miss 
important announcements, updates, and 
special things going on! 

Lawson School District Facebook
@Lawson.GoCardinals

Lawson School District X (Formerly 
known as Twitter)
@LawsonGoCards

Lawson Cardinals Activities
@LawsonCardinalsActivities

Lawson Middle School Facebook
@lawsonmiddleschool

Southwest Elementary Facebook
@swelementaryschool

of the Superintendent
Dear Lawson School Community,
   As we move through the late winter 
months and begin to look ahead to 
the promise of spring, I want to take a 
moment to reflect on the tremendous 
strength, generosity, and positivity that 
continue to define the Lawson R-XIV 
School District.
   Lawson is more than a school 
system; it is a community rooted 
in care, commitment, and a shared 
responsibility for our students. I see that 
support in action every day. It shows 
up through quiet heroes 
who may never seek 
recognition: individuals 
and organizations who 
ensure students in need 
have access to school 
breakfast and lunch; 
community members who 
step in to give a student a 
ride to school on a cold, 
dark morning so they can 
receive additional tutoring 
and support; and devoted 
workers and volunteers 
who have a passion for 
Cardinal athletics and 
activities and serve as 
champions for our students. From 
loyal fans to volunteer coaches, gate 
workers, and table workers, these 
individuals give their time, energy, 
and heart to support our students in 
meaningful ways, and we are better 
because of them.
   This same spirit of service is reflected 
in the strong core of community 
members who are willing to serve on 
the Lawson R-XIV Board of Education. 
These individuals provide leadership 
and perspective that help guide our 
district forward, always keeping 
students at the center of their work. 
One such individual is Mr. David Allgaier, 
a lifelong Lawson Cardinal who has 
faithfully served on the Lawson School 
Board since 2008. As he concludes his 
18th year of service, Mr. Allgaier has 
chosen to pass the baton. Over nearly 
two decades, he has provided steady 
leadership, thoughtful insight, and an 
unwavering commitment to Lawson 
Schools’ success. His dedication has 

left a lasting impact on our district, and 
we are sincerely grateful for his years of 
service.
   I am also pleased to share the 
continued progress made possible 
through the 2024 No Tax Rate 
Increase Bond. One major project now 
completed is the installation of new 
lighting at the baseball field, a long-
awaited improvement that enhances 
safety, accessibility, and opportunities 
for our student-athletes and community. 
We are also excited about the soon-

to-be-installed preschool 
playground, which will 
provide a safe, engaging, 
and developmentally 
appropriate space for 
our youngest learners. 
These projects reflect our 
community’s investment in 
both today’s students and 
future generations of Lawson 
Cardinals.
   Looking ahead, I am 
excited to share that the 
Board of Education plans 
to place a No Tax Rate 
Increase Bond question on 
the April 2026 ballot for the 

construction of an Agricultural Learning 
Lab. This proposed facility would build 
upon the growth of our agricultural 
education program by expanding 
hands-on learning opportunities in 
areas such as agricultural mechanics, 
welding, and construction. If approved 
by voters, the project would begin in 
the fall of 2026, with the goal of having 
the facility ready for student learning by 
August 2027.
   As winter gives way to spring, I remain 
incredibly optimistic about what lies 
ahead for Lawson.
   Thank you for your continued trust, 
support, and partnership as we work 
together to ensure our schools remain 
places where students excel, and 
community pride runs deep.
   It is always a great day to be a 
Cardinal.

Dr. Michael Stephenson
Superintendent
Lawson R-XIV School District

DR. MICHAEL 
STEPHENSON

Lawson R-XIV
Superintendent

From the Desk

ON THE COVER: 
Alone at the basket, 
sophomore Jaxon 
Quesenberry 
goes for a dunk. 
“When we get a 
quick breakaway on 
offense, my favorite 
thing to do is dunk,” 
Quesenbery said. 
Quesenbery dunked 
in three separate 
games this season. 
Photo by Brooks 
Blair

KINDERGARTEN ENROLLMENT FOR 
THE 2026-27 SCHOOL YEAR 
   Please pick up an enrollment packet 
in advance at Southwest Elementary 
beginning Feb. 1.
Kindergarten Round Up (enrollment) will 
be held from 5-6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Feb. 26 and Wednesday, March 25 at 
Southwest Elementary. To be admitted 
to kindergarten for the 2026-2027 school 
year, your child must be five years old 
before Aug. 1, 2026. Parents may come 
in any time from 5-6 p.m. to turn in their 
completed paperwork.  
   Essential paperwork for enrollment at 
Southwest Elementary:
•	 Copy of Birth Certificate
•	 Copy of Immunization Records
•	 Enrollment Affirmation (signed and 

notarized)
•	 Two proofs of residency in Lawson 

School District

Examples include:
•	 Utility bill
•	 Mortgage statement
•	 Lease/rental agreement
•	 Property Tax statement
Your child does not need to be present at 
enrollment. 
   Parents will have the opportunity to meet 
some of the kindergarten teachers and sign 
up for kindergarten screening, which will be 
held in the evenings throughout the spring. 
This screening enables the teachers to plan 
more appropriately for instruction. There is 
no “pass/fail” on this test.
   During kindergarten enrollment, parents 
will also be able to sign up their children for 
Summer School.
   Early enrollment is important so that we 
can be prepared when school begins in the 
fall. Please call Southwest Elementary at 
580-7272 if you have any questions.

PRE-SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
FOR THE 2025-26 YEAR
Southwest is looking for new 
Nesters! Information about 
the 2026-2027 preschool 
program at Southwest is below. 
Families that are residents of 
the Lawson School District and 
have a child(ren) who will be 
three before August 1, 2026 
are eligible. Interested families 
should use the link or the QR 
code on the flyer to register for a 
screening. 

http://bit.ly/4qQrWWT

(A limited number of spots are 
available - Screening does 
not guarantee acceptance. 
Transportation is not provided 
for preschool. The District will 
use the student screening and 
other evaluation processes to 
determine acceptance.) Please 
contact Southwest Elementary’s 
office (816) 580-7272 if you 
have any questions.

Box Top Collection has gone digital! To help turn 
your boxtops into funds for our school, download 
the Box Tops App today.  Instead of clipping, you 
just scan your receipt and add funds automatically. 
For more information, go to
https://www.boxtops4education.com/

Lawson Cardinal Theatre performs, “The Outsiders,” which follows 
14-year-old Ponyboy Curtis, a “greaser” in 1960s Oklahoma, 
as he navigates intense rivalry between his poor, working-class 
gang and wealthy, privileged “Socs.” After a deadly confrontation 
where Ponyboy’s best friend Johnny kills a Soc, they go into 
hiding, leading to heroism during a church fire but also tragedy. 
The play explores themes of loyalty, class conflict, and finding 
common humanity. Ultimately, Ponyboy realizes the deep bonds of 
friendship and the shared struggles that connect everyone.
Show Dates: April 23, 24 and 25.

http://bit.ly/4qQrWWT
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   The Lawson Board of Education has prioritized expanding career 
exploration opportunities for students, including woodworking, 
agricultural education, and the creation of a Lawson FFA Chapter—
programs that have seen strong student interest and growth. To support 
this vision, the Board approved placing a No Tax Rate Increase Bond 
question on the Apr. 7, 2026, ballot.
   If approved, the bond would generate $3,000,000 to:
•	 Construct a 4,000 sq. ft. Agricultural Learning Lab with dedicated 

shop space for agricultural construction, carpentry, woodworking, 
and metalworking.

•	 Renovate existing classrooms to provide additional lab and 
classroom space.

•	 Complete paving of the home football and student parking lots to 
improve safety and accessibility.

   This bond would allow the district to expand hands-on, career-
focused learning opportunities for students enrolled in agricultural 
education and related career and technical education pathways. The 
project is designed to enhance experiential learning and workforce 
preparation, without increasing the current tax rate.
   Additional election-related information, including detailed project plans 
and timelines, will be provided to the community before the vote.

BACKGROUND AND STRATEGIC FOCUS
   The Board of Education identified updating curriculum offerings to 
engage students in career exploration as a priority goal when adopting 
the District’s Strategic Plan in 2023. This focus was reinforced when the 
Board designated it as a priority for the 2023–2024 school year. Since 
then, the District has significantly expanded students’ career exploration 
opportunities, including:
•	 Adding introductory woodworking courses, which have reached 

maximum enrollment.
•	 Developing an agricultural education program and FFA chapter, 

after gathering input fr om students, parents, and community 
members. Feedback was overwhelmingly supportive.

   Following careful consideration, the Board approved the 
agricultural education program and FFA chapter in spring 2024, with 
implementation, official state recognition, and FFA chartering occurring 
in fall 2024. Now in its second full year, the agricultural education 
program and FFA chapter continue to grow, providing meaningful, 
hands-on learning experiences for students and preparing them for 
future career opportunities.

   Lawson High School proudly 
recognizes Boys Varsity 
Basketball Head Coach Gary 
Belcher for earning his 400th 
career high school coaching 
victory on Wednesday, Jan. 7, 
2026.
   Coach Belcher reached the 
milestone while leading the 
Lawson Cardinals, adding 
another achievement to a 
distinguished coaching career 
that spans multiple programs 
and decades of success. In 
his five seasons at Lawson 
High School, Coach Belcher 
has continued to build a 
competitive and respected 
Cardinals basketball program, 
highlighted by a Class 3 district 
championship in 2024.
   Prior to his tenure at Lawson, 
Coach Belcher coached four 
seasons at Lathrop High 
School, earning 53 wins. 
He added 62 victories at 
Warrensburg High School, 
followed by a highly successful 
run at Kearney High School, 
where he accumulated 137 

wins. While at Kearney, Coach 
Belcher guided the Bulldogs 
to the 2010 Class 4 state 
championship and a second-
place state finish in 2009. His 
accomplishments during that 
period earned him Missouri 
Basketball Coaches Association 
(MBCA) Class 4 Coach of the 
Year honors in 2010. Coach 
Belcher also coached at 
Benton High School, where he 
recorded 101 career wins.
   Across all five programs, 
Coach Belcher’s 400 career 
victories reflect not only 
sustained on-court success, 
but also a lasting impact on 
student-athletes through 
leadership, discipline, and a 
commitment to excellence.
   Lawson High School, home 
of the Cardinals, congratulates 
Coach Belcher on this historic 
milestone and thanks him for 
his continued dedication to the 
school, community, and the 
game of basketball.

Head boys basketball coach Gary Belcher 
accepts recognition for his 400th career win, 
which came against Trenton on Jan. 7. He 
hugs his wife, Debbie Belcher, during his 
celebration at home on Jan. 9. Photos by 
Brooks Blair

400th Career Victory
Coach Gary Belchers Earns

District Proposes    Bond to Build

Looking Ahead: Fourth Quarter Schedule 
Changes at LHS to Create Cardinal Time
   Lawson High School continually looks for 
ways to support student learning while honoring 
the wide range of opportunities available to our 
students. As participation in athletics, activities, 
and academic events continues to grow, so 
does the need to protect valuable instructional 
time, particularly late in the school day. Cardinal 
Time was created with this goal in mind.
   Cardinal Time serves as a dedicated 
instructional block designed to address a 
long-standing challenge, students missing 
full class periods due to early dismissals for 
events and competitions. When students leave 
during seventh hour, they can miss a significant 

amount of instruction over the course of a 
season. Cardinal Time allows teachers to 
deliver essential content, provide direction, and 
clarify expectations before students depart, 
helping reduce academic gaps and stress. This 
additionally allows time for ALL students who 
may be in need of tutoring.
   This time is intentionally structured. Cardinal 
Time is not free time; it is used for instruction, 
review, and teacher-led learning opportunities. 
Expectations are clear that students remain 
in classrooms, movement is limited, and 
instructional priorities come first. This structure 
ensures consistency across classrooms and 

maximizes the benefit for all students. 
Under the updated fourth-quarter schedule, 
beginning March 10, the school day will 
include slight adjustments to class periods, 
with each class shortened by approximately 
five minutes. Students will rotate through lunch 
between 10:39 a.m. and 11:53 a.m. before 
resuming instruction in fifth hour. The reclaimed 
instructional time will be used for Cardinal Time, 
scheduled from 1:35–2:01 p.m., followed by 
seventh hour from 2:05–3:00 p.m.
   By adjusting the daily schedule and 
implementing Cardinal Time, Lawson High 
School reinforces its commitment to both 
academic excellence and student involvement. 
Cardinal Time ensures that students can fully 
participate in activities while staying connected 
to classroom learning and supporting success 
in school, in competition, and beyond.

    Happy New Year from the health rooms. It is 
good to be back at school this new year. Last 
winter it seemed like there was a norovirus 
(dreaded winter vomiting bug) going around when 
we got back from winter break. This year, while 
we are seeing some stomach bugs, influenza (flu) 
seems to be what people are coming down with 
most.   The Missouri Department of Health and 
Senior Services has indicated that the number 
of influenza cases this year is increasing faster 
and earlier than is usual for flu season. Nobody 
wants to be sick and there are things that we can 
all do to help maintain a healthy environment for 
ourselves and for those around us.
   The flu causes sudden fever, cough, sore 
throat, body aches, headache and fatigue and 
spreads easily through respiratory droplets from 
coughs/sneezes or just talking, by touching a 
contaminated surface before touching your face. 
People can be contagious for several days before 
symptoms even appear which it is why we need 
to be ever vigilant with our healthy habits.
   Here are some ways that we can help curb the 
spread of the flu:

Vaccination:  Consider getting annual flu shot to 
reduce your risk
Hand Hygiene:  Frequent handwashing with 
soap and water or using hand sanitizer
Cover Coughs/Sneezes:  Always cough/sneeze 
into a tissue or your elbow
Stay Home:  Avoid school/work until fever-free 
for 24 hours without fever-reducing medicine
   There are some antiviral medications that 
can be taken for influenza under certain 
circumstances.  Most people are able to manage 
their flu symptoms at home and recover within a 
few days to a week. Symptoms can usually be 
managed with over-the-counter medications, rest 
and hydration. If symptoms are severe or don’t 
start improving after several days, you should 
seek medical attention from your health care 
provider.

IMMUNIZATIONS
   It’s not too early to start planning for next 
school year. Check with your health care provider 
or local health department if your student will be 
needing immunizations before the start of next 
year. The school must have documentation of 

state required vaccinations before the first day of 
school in August—currently, there have been no 
changes to the required immunizations. Proof of 
immunizations or exemptions can be turned in 
to either school nurse office at any time. Refer to 
the district website for a complete list of required 
immunizations.  Especially important for:
•	 Students entering Kindergarten in the fall
•	 Students entering 8th grade—required to 

receive one dose of Tdap vaccine and one 
dose of Meningococcal (MCV) vaccine

•	 Students entering 12th grade—required to 
have a total of two doses Meningoccocal 
(MCV) vaccine prior to the first day of school 
unless the first dose was administered after 
16 years of age.

   The Ray County Health Department (RCHD) is 
a good resource for vaccines and vaccine-related 
questions. The RCHD is located in Richmond and 
can be reached at 816-776-5413.

CONTACT INFO 
Please feel free to contact Tina Murdock, BSN, 
RN, NCSN (SW School Nurse) at 816-580-7272 
or Brittany Sousley, RN (MS/HS School Nurse) 
at 816-580-7279/7270 with any questions or 
concerns.

HIGHLIGHTSHealth Room

Ag Learning Lab
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The Lawson Band Program had a great first 
semester! 
The Blazing Cardinal Marching Band started the 
year off strong with three successful competitions:

55TH ANNUAL CARROLLTON BAND DAY 
Indoor Color Guard: 1st Place
Field Show: 2nd Place
- Best in Class Field Show Color Guard Award
Indoor Drumline: 5th Place

ODESSA MARCHING INVITATIONAL 
Field Show: 1st Place
- Music - Best In Class Award
- Color Guard - Best in Class Award
- Visuals - Best In Class Award
- Effect - Best In Class Award
(Lawson won each of the available Caption 
Awards)
Indoor Color Guard: 1st Place
Indoor Drumline: 2nd place 

CAMERON MARCHFEST 
Field Show: 1st Place
Indoor Color Guard: 1st Place
Indoor Drumline: 1st place 

We also had many students be very successful 
with their individual District and State events!

INDIVIDUAL HONORS
ALL-DISTRICT BAND RESULTS
Addy Hussey (8) - 1st Chair Tenor Sax, Junior 
High Jazz Band
Killian Barnt (8) - 1st Chair Bari Sax, Junior High 
Jazz Band
Nate Ferguson (8) - 3rd Chair Trumpet, High Jazz 
Band
Kadeyn Dauma (8) - Alternate (3rd Chair) Drum 
Set, Junior High Jazz Band
Aiya Warren (8) - 7th Chair Clarinet, Junior High 
Band
Killian Barnt (8) - 1st Chair Bari Sax, Junior High 
Band
Jadon Hussey (12) - Alternate (5th Chair) 
Trumpet, High School Jazz Band 
Jadon Hussey (12) - 3rd Chair Trumpet, High 
School Concert Band
Alexa Jones (9) - 11th Chair Clarinet, High School 
Concert Band
Paxton Warren (12) - 14th Chair Clarinet, High 
School Concert Band
Kannon John Dobson (10) - 2nd Chair Tuba, 
High School Concert Band
Gabrielle Knoch (12) - 2nd Chair Alto Clarinet, 
High School Honor Band

ALL-STATE BAND RESULTS
Gabrielle Knoch (12) - Honorable Mention (4th) 
Alto Clarinet

UPCOMING CONCERTS 
We invite the entire Lawson community to some 
of our upcoming performances—Mark your 
calendars!

7th, 8th, & High School Band Concert
Feb. 26, 2026
Sellers Performing Arts Center
7 p.m.

6th, 7th, 8th, & High School Band Concert
May 7, 2026
Sellers Performing Arts Center
7 p.m.

JOINING THE BAND 
We would love to have your student in the band! 
If you would like more information, please feel free 
to reach out to Mr. Riley at rileys@lawsoncardinals.
org. 

STAY INFORMED 
Follow us on Facebook to keep up with everything 
going on in the Lawson Band!

Lawson Band Program Highlights:

A Musical Start to the New Year
SAM RILEY

LMS/LHS Band Teacher

   We are excited to announce that the 2025 Lanidrac yearbook staff 
earned the national Columbia Scholastic Press Association (CSPA) 
Crown Finalist award. Fourty-three yearbooks published during the 
2024-25 school year were chosen as finalists and will receive either 
a Gold or Silver Crown Award, to be presented Friday, March 20, 
2026, at the CSPA 102nd Annual Spring Convention. Crown Awards 
honor top student publications and are the highest recognition 
given by the CSPA. Finalists are selected for overall excellence in a 
head-to-head comparison by category. During Crown adjudication, 
publications are judged for excellence demonstrated through 
design, photography, concept, coverage, and writing. A total of 526 
publications were eligible for judging in the 2026 competition. 
   With this Crown Finalist selection, the 2025 Lanidrac yearbook 
also earned induction into the Walsworth President’s Collection, 
which honors the yearbooks that earn CSPA Crown and NSPA 
Pacemaker awards each year. The CSPA Crown Finalist and NSPA 
Pacemaker awards are the top awards in the nation for high school 
yearbooks. This is the Lanidrac yearbook staff’s first time winning a 
Crown Finalist or a spot in the Walsworth President’s Collection.
   In addition, the staff earned the national Walsworth Gallery of 
Excellence, NSPA Best of Show 4th place in the 144-239 page 
category, and the Missouri Interscholastic Journalism Association 

(MIJA) All-Missouri Award.
   Please congratulate the following 2025 Lanidrac Yearbook staff 
members on these accomplishments: Editors: Aleah Johnson, Editor-in-
Chief and Design Editor; Aubry Allen, Managing Editor and Social Media/
Marketing; Brenna Ayers, Senior Salutes, Business/Ads Manager, Fun 
Coordinator and Photo Editor; Megan McFall, Groups/Teams Editor and 
Fun Coordinator; Kaydence Schwab, Fun Coordinator, Social Media/
Marketing and Asst. Design Editor.
Staff Members:
Jada Beattie (12), Brooks Blair (12), Jilliyn Busby (12), Gracie Cox (12), 
Brogan 
Crawford 
(12), Madi 
McFall (12), 
Kaitlynn 
Starliper (12), 
Cadence 
Sullard (11), 
Paxton 
Warren (12), 
Kadence 
Knutson (11) 
and Carlie 
Templeton 
(11).

LHS Yearbook Staff EarnsFundraising,
Volunteerism &
Nationals Highlight 
beginning of Program’s 
Second Year

ANNA TRIPLETT
LHS Agriculture Teacher & FFA 

Sponsor

Lawson FFA Members 
helping to distribute food at 
the Lawson Food Pantry. 

Lawson FFA Members 
excited to attend National 
Convention.

Lawson FFA Members 
preparing potatoes for 
Burger and Fry Night. 	
Photos courtesy of Anna 
Triplett

Choir StudentsChoir Students

   Our Lawson students continue to bring in All-State Honors. 
The week of Jan. 27 - 31, three of our Lawson students were a 
part of the 88th Annual Missouri Music Educators Association 
Conference held at Tan-Tar-A Resort in Osage Beach, Mo. 
Clarabelle Irby and Hadley Williams, 5th grade students from 
Lawson Middle School, were a part of the 6th annual Missouri 
All-State Children’s Choir. These two students auditioned in 
September through a recorded process. They were two of nearly 
200 students selected from across the state of Missouri. They 
rehearsed all day Tuesday, Jan. 27 under the direction of Mr. Greg 
Gilpin, an award-winning choral composer and Missouri native. 
Clarabelle and Hadley make 10 5th grade students from Lawson 
to be a part of this prestigious ensemble. After rehearsing all day, 
they performed for family, administrators, and directors at 4:30 
p.m. to kick off the annual conference.
   Senior Aleah Johnson was a member of the Missouri All-State 
Choir for the second year in a row. She is the first student from 
Lawson to be named to this very selective choir two years in a 
row since Mrs. Covey began teaching at Lawson in 2008. Prior to 
Aleah, only one other student under Mrs. Covey’s tenure was on 
the list twice. Landon Lampkin was selected as a tenor in 2013 
and then as an alternate in 2014. Gaining membership into the 
All-State Choir is very difficult. To be a two-time member of the 
ensemble is a tremendous feat. Four students, two alternates, 
and four honorable mentions were selected from each voice part 
in the Northwest District. The top sixteen students and eight 
alternates attended a mandatory eight hours of rehearsal prior 
to traveling to Tan-Tar-A. Upon arrival, the students spent three 
days rehearsing under the direction of Edith A. Copley, a regents’ 
professor emeritus at Northern Arizona University. The week and 
conference concluded with the All-State ensemble performances. 
The All-State Orchestra, All-State Jazz Band, All-State Choir, and 
All-State Band members performed for a packed house made 
up of parents, teachers, administrators, and other directors from 
around the globe.

Collect More 
All-state Honors

CLARABELLE IRBY & HADLEY
WILLIAMS

AMANDA COVEY
LMS/LHS Vocal Music Teacher   Lawson FFA has had a very 

busy year! At the beginning of 
October, we hosted our First 
Annual Burger and Fry Night 
Fundraiser in partnership 
with the Student Council’s 
Powderpuff Football Game. It 
was a huge success! Members 
worked tirelessly to make 
delicious homemade french fries 
and cheeseburgers. We cannot 
thank the community enough for 
your outpouring of support! 
   During the last week of 
October, members attended 
National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis, Ind. Twelve Lawson 
FFA Members were given the 
opportunity to experience this 
once-in-a-lifetime trip. Members 
got to tour the Gateway Arch, 
Busch Stadium, Marcoot Jersey 
Creamery, Hunter’s Honey Farm, 
Beasleys Apple Orchard, and 
Not Just Popcorn. Members 
also took in the Ella Langley 

concert and spent a very full 
day with other FFA Members at 
National Convention. This trip 
opened members' eyes to just 
how diverse agriculture and FFA 
are. It is truly a trip that they will 
not soon forget. 
   Lawson FFA members have 
spent every first and third 
Thursday of each month since 
August volunteering at the 
Lawson Food Pantry. Members 
help stock shelves, distribute 
food, load cars, and perform 
any other job that needs to be 
done. This has been a wonderful 
opportunity for our members 
to give back to our community. 
Members love seeing the impact 
their volunteering has on their 
own community. 
   As we look forward to 2026, 
members are gearing up to 
begin working on Career 
Development Events. We are 
also planning a wonderful FFA 
Week that will showcase all the 
wonderful things Lawson FFA 
has to offer! 

ALEAH JOHNSON

National Award



8

   On Dec. 22, 2025, the girls basketball team hosted the 3rd Annual Hoops 
for Hope. This event brought 11 visiting schools to play six girls games all 
while raising money for breast cancer research. Coach Lisa Glenn created 
the event after her own breast cancer diagnosis as a way to give back to 
the cancer community. Participating schools included Penney, Tina Avalon, 
West Platte, Stanberry, Maryville, Glasgow, St. Joe Christian, Fort Osage, 
Benton, Smithville, and Columbia Rock Bridge. In an effort to promote 
women in the sport of basketball 11 out of the 12 teams had female head 
coaches and 7 out of the 9 officials were females. 
   The Lawson Lady Cardinals took on the St. Joe Christian Lions in the 
second game of the day and came away with a big win, 56-24. As a result 
of raffles, vendors, half court shots, and a coin drive, the event raised 
$4,024.67 to donate to the Triple Negative Breast Cancer Foundation. The 
girls basketball team looks forward to hosting this event again next year and 
continuing to grow the number of teams and the amount of money raised.

Hoops for Hope
Lawson High School:

Lawson R-XIV School District
(816) 580-7277

Dr. Michael Stephenson, Superintendent
Rob Kellam, Board President
Tyson Miller, Director Student Services

Southwest Elementary
(816) 580-7272 
Christina Cross, Principal & District P.R.
Amanda Durbin, Assistant Principal

Lawson Middle School
(816) 580-7279 
Travis Zahl, Principal
Wade Proffitt, Asst. Principal

Lawson High School
(816) 580-7270 
Daniel Petet, Principal
John Haley, Asst. Principal
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To stay connected, download the “Lawson 
R-XIV” app in the app store: 
Download for Android: https://bit.ly/3Enkb5N 
Download for iPhone: 
https://apple.co/3T1aNsA 
  
Also, patrons can request to stay 
connected through text alerts by following 
the link below (parents of the district are 
automatically enrolled): 
https://forms.gle/wJSqdNRtVK47zTJR7

Lawson School District Website
lawsoncardinals.org

2025-26 School Calendar
https://bit.ly/Lawson25-26Calendar

Let There Be Light…we are super excited to share photos of the 
upgraded lighting and pole replacement project at the district’s 
Cardinal Baseball Stadium! This improvement has been on our 
wish list for many, many years. Following the assistance of Mother 
Nature with a couple of lightning strikes in the spring of 2025, and 
through the strategic use of investment dollars generated from the 
sound management of our No Tax Rate Increase Bond funds from 
the April 2024 campaign, we are thrilled to show off the results.
We can’t wait to see these lights in action and look forward to an 
exciting Lawson Cardinals baseball season!  #WeAreLawson

Baseball Stadium Light 
Project Completed

Members of the 
Lawson girls 
basketball team 
hold up signs, 
showing the amount 
of money earned 
from the Hoops for 
Hope event. The 
money, $4,024.67, 
was donated to 
the Triple Negative 
Breast Cancer 
Foundation. Photo 
courtesy of Lisa 
Glenn

The Lawson girls basketball team 
and coaches pose with the St. Joe 
Christian team during the Hoops for 
Hope event. Photo courtesy of Marty 
Williams

Photos courtesy of Michael Stephenson
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