
     March 01, 2022 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, Pike County, Illinois, was held on 
Tuesday, March 01, at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the Council Room at the Pittsfield City Hall at 
215 N Monroe Street.  The following officers were present: Mayor Gary Mendenhall, City Clerk Ann 
Moffit, and Alderman Bill Grimsley, Kevin Ketchum Paul Lennon, Chris Little, Robert Ritchart, Beth 
White, Robert Wilson, and Kevin Wombles.   
Mayor Mendenhall presided. 
 
 
Alderman Ketchum moved to approve February 15, 2022 city council minutes as amended. 
Alderwoman White seconded the motion. 
Roll Call: Yea:  Grimsley, Lennon, Little, Ketchum 
    Ritchart, White, Wilson, Wombles (8) 
 
  Nay:  NONE (0) 
  Present: NONE (0) 
The motion carried. 
 
Alderman Ritchart moved to approve February 18, 2022 city council special meeting minutes.  
Alderman Wombles seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Grimsley, Lennon, Little, Ketchum, 
    Ritchart, White, Wilson, Wombles (8) 
 
  Nay:  NONE (0) 
  Present:  NONE (0) 
The motion carried. 
 
 
Mayor’s Announcements: 
FFA Proclamation issued declaring FFA Week February 21 – February 26, 2022 
Business Owners Meeting was held 2/22/2022 
Simplicity App is progressing with area organizations being added. 
Mayor Mendenhall was appointed to the Two River Regional Council Board 
MECO Engineering is researching FEMA grants for generators. 
USDA Well grant is progressing – MECO submitted construction plans last week. 
Mayor Mendenhall and City Clerk Ann Moffit have bee working on city phone lines and researching cost 
saving options. 
Animal Shelter improvements are in the works. 
Pike County CEO Class will meet at City Hall March 10, 2022 at 8 am 
Meeting with USDA to be held March 2 to review grant options for City Hall Expansion. 
 
 
Kathy Zimmerman and Bob Norris updated on the 2021 Civil War Reenactment. The attendance 
numbers were up last year and are anticipated to increase this year.   The 2022 event will be held on 



June 4 & 5.  A committee has been formed to coordinate the event this year. Also, a plan is in place for 
marketing on several social media platforms.  This year will be the 20th anniversary of the reenactment 
as well as Grant’s 200th birthday.   
 
Mayor Mendenhall has met with the Hooligan Car Club as well as the Fall Festival Organizer.  There is a 
car show planned to take place during the fall festival.  The show will take place on Saturday of the Fall 
Festival from 9 am to 2 pm.  The car club made a request to host a Stationary Burnout event during the 
car show. 
 
Alderman Little moved to allow Hooligan Car Club to host a stationary burnout event during the car 
show at the Fall Festival. 
Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Grimsley, Lennon, Little, Ketchum, 
    Ritchart, White, Wilson, Wombles (8) 
 
  Nay:  NONE (0) 
  Present:  NONE (0) 
The motion carried. 
 
 
 
Mr. Hollahan questioned the definition of business as it relates to the Business Incentive Program.  
Alderman Little believes it is identified within in the program and must be a business within B-2, B-3 or 
I1 districts. 
 
Mr. Hollahan stated that this program did not need to be in Ordinance or Resolution form. 
 
Alderman Little moved to approve the Business Incentive Program as presented. 
Alderman Lennon seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Grimsley, Lennon, Little, Ketchum, 
    Ritchart, White, Wilson, Wombles (8) 
 
  Nay:  NONE (0) 
  Present:  NONE (0) 
The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Reinhardt stated that Scott Osment would like to build a duplex as well as a garage to potentially 
house an auto detailing business and would like to obtain council approval.  Alderman Wilson was 
concerned about placement of the duplex and visibility when exiting Madison Street.  Street and Alley 
Superintendent will review the intersection for safety concerns. 
 
Alderman Ritchart moved to approve the request of Osments to place duplex and a garage at 106 
Benson Street pending approval of the location of the building. 
Alderman Grimsley seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Grimsley, Lennon, Little, Ketchum, 



    Ritchart, White, Wilson, Wombles (8) 
 
  Nay:  NONE (0) 
  Present:  NONE (0) 
The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Reinhardt stated that we have received a bid from Callendar’s Construction for the removal of 
sludge from King Park Lagoon however their equipment will not clean the lagoon properly.  Requests 
have been made for a bid from organizations that have a Long Hoe.  Blake Ruebush with IDNR Dept of 
Fisheries has inquired about the delivery of spring trout.  To receive the trout this year we would need 
to postpone the lagoon cleaning project and fill the lagoon. 
 
Alderman Ritchart moved to postpone the spring trout deliver to 2023 and continue with the repair of 
the lagoon. 
Alderman Wilson seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Grimsley, Lennon, Little, Ketchum, 
    Ritchart, White, Wilson, Wombles (8) 
 
  Nay:  NONE (0) 
  Present:  NONE (0) 
The motion carried. 
 
Alderman Ketchum stated that equipment for the Kid’s Trout Fishing event is still in storage and the 
event will also be postponed until 2023. 
 
Alderman Ritchart moved to pay bills as stated by City Clerk. 
Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Grimsley, Lennon, Little, Ketchum 
    Ritchart, White, Wilson, Wombles (8) 
 
  Nay:  NONE (0) 
  Present: NONE (0) 
The motion carried. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Tom Reinhardt stated that all trees have been marked at the airport and the Department of Forestry 
should be here next will to discuss further. 
 
Mayor Mendenhall noted that 325th Avenue from Highway 54 to the windmill will be reduced to a 5 ton 
weight limit due to the condition of the road.  Area Disposal and Trash Queen will be asked to refrain 
from using the road. 
 
Mayor Mendenhall stated that a gravel road at the lake near the civil war reenactment site had to be 
closed due to the poor condition of the road. 



Alderman Ritchart stated a street light is out in front of the William Watson Hotel. He also stated there 
is a significant pot hole in from of Liberty Village.  Street and Alley department has been made aware of 
the issue. 
 
Alderman Grimsely asked about the status of cutting trees.  Mayor Mendenhall stated that should begin 
this week along with pot hole repairs. 
 
Alderwoman White stated that the Fire Department has tickets for the golf cart raffle on March 12. 
 
Alderman Ketchum noted that there is a significant pot hole in front of the PO Drop Box.  He was 
informed that is PO property. 
 
Alderman Little stated that Liberty Street is in need of many pot hole repairs. 
Alderman Little called a Personnel Committee Meeting for April 5 at 5pm 
 
City Clerk stated that the Golf Cart Club has been in contact and would like to have the Easter Parade 
this year and asked to be placed on the next council agenda for approval. 
 
Economic Development Director, Ed Knight would like the Economic Development Committee to meet 
to complete ground work and outline for the Incubator Program. 
 
Max Middendorf asked that Street and Alley Superintendent Jeff Griggs contact Kevin Garrett to review 
the bridge on 260th Avenue. 
 
Tom Reinhardt stated that Jon Borrowman indicated the first yard tractor pull of the season will be July 
1, 2022. 
 
 
 
Alderman Wombles moved to adjourn this meeting at 7:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
           Ann Moffit 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


