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Councilman Spotted Bear’s Greetings

Tashkanito’sha Aame!
Greetings to all!

(Continued on Page 4)

For the past 12 years, it has been an honor to 
serve the people of the South Segment and to 
be a part of the growth we have seen here in 
Twin Buttes. I have always tried to keep our 
community, our elders, our children and our 
families at the center of the decisions I make.
When I first came into office, I knew there was 
a lot of work to do. Over the years, we have 
worked hard to build up our community and 
invest in things that will benefit our people for 
generations.
We have added new homes and continued to 
make housing a priority. We have invested 
in our roads, water systems and other 
infrastructure needed for our community to 
grow. Roads have been paved throughout 
the Segment, water infrastructure has been 
expanded, and we have continued working 
to open more areas for future homes and 
development.
We have also been able to build and improve 
places for our people right here at home. The 

Community Center and its pool, walking track, 
fitness center, basketball court, golf simulator, 
movie theater and other amenities have given 
our families a place to gather, exercise and 
spend time together. We have developed 
recreational facilities for our youth, including 
our indoor and outdoor arenas, Indian 
relay race track, sportsfields, playgrounds, 
basketball courts, skate park and other areas.
Economic development has also been 
important. We have worked to create jobs and 
bring more services into Twin Buttes through 
projects such as the hardware store, motel, 
Hans Creek bison pasture and improvements 
to the gas station. We established the 
South Segment Community Development 
Corporation to help us continue looking for 
opportunities that create jobs and strengthen 
our local economy.

Another area that is especially important to me 
is our culture. The Nu’eta Language Initiative 
and our investment in the Mandan language 
are about making sure our children and 
grandchildren have the opportunity to know 
their language and where they come from. We 
have also continued investing in our powwow 
grounds, earthlodges and other cultural spaces.
Our elders have always been a priority. We 
have worked on elder home improvements, 
backup generators for elder homes, elder’s 
meal site, elder’s healthcare covereage and 
supplemental insurance, assistant living 
facility, elder trips and other programs 
intended to make sure the people who came 
before us are cared for and included in the 
growth of our community.
We have also continued working toward 
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becoming more self-reliant. Our 
juneberry orchard, bison pasture, 
bee hives, greenhouse, community 
garden, food distributions and 
other food sovereignty efforts 
are investments that I hope will 
continue growing long after any of 
us are serving in office.
None of these accomplishments 
belong to one person. They took 
our community employees, 
elders, families, Tribal programs, 
contractors, committees and many 
other people working together. I 
am proud of what our community 
has accomplished together, and 
I appreciate the employees who 
come to work every day and keep 
these programs and facilities 
going.
There is still a lot of work ahead 
of us.
Housing continues to be one of 
our greatest needs. We need to 
keep working on building new 
homes and housing units, while 
also investing in the roads, water 
lines and utilities that make 
new development possible. We 
have ongoing work with the 
assisted living facility, continued 
community development, food 
sovereignty and renewable energy. 
We also have to be responsible 
with our spending and keep the 
overall Tribal budget and long-
term health of the MHA Nation in 
mind.
Twelve years of serving Twin 

Cory Spotted Bear
Twin Buttes Councilman

With Respect,

Twin Buttes Summer EventsCouncilman Spotted Bear’s Greetings
(Continued from Page 1)

Buttes has taught me a lot. Not 
every project happens overnight, 
and not every decision is easy. I 
have learned that you have to keep 
listening, keep showing up and 
keep working through the difficult 
issues.
I am thankful to the people of 
Twin Buttes for trusting me to 
represent our community for the 
past 12 years. I don’t take that 
responsibility lightly. There is a lot 
we can be proud of, there is still 
plenty of work to do, and I believe 
Twin Buttes has a strong future 
ahead of us.

Twin Buttes Clinic / Wellness Center 2021

Twin Buttes Clinic / Wellness Center 2024
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COLLEGE INTERN 
SPOTLIGHT
Government Name: Baylee Jewel Dahlen
Hiráaca name: Áadi cagí hirísh (Builds a 
Good Home)
College/University: Augsburg University
Major: Social Work
Minor: American Indian Studies
Year: Junior
Career Goal
I hope to create a space where people of all 
ages can learn and revitalize our culture. 
I want to bring people together through 
art, MHA food sovereignty, and sharing 
traditional knowledge.
How has college changed you?
College has given me purpose and direction. 
It has made me proud of who I am and 
inspired me to give back to my community.
What advice would you give someone who 
wants to attend college?
Carry your Indigenous identity with pride. 
You belong in every space, even when you 
don’t see familiar faces. Believe in yourself 
and never stop challenging yourself, reach 
for the stars!
Why did you decide to go to college?
I have many role models in my family who 
showed me how education can change your 
life. They inspired me to earn an education 
so I can give back to my community.
Why did you choose your major?
I chose Social Work because I want to 
advocate for Native communities and create 
meaningful change. My American Indian 
Studies minor helps me connect Western 
teachings with Indigenous knowledge.
What has been your favorite part of 
college?
My favorite part has been connecting what 
I learn in the classroom with Indigenous 
knowledge. It has helped me see new ways 
to serve my community. Also meeting new 
relatives and learning from one and another.
What has been the hardest part?
The hardest part was losing my dad this 
February while I was in school. Finishing 
the semester while grieving was one of the 
hardest things I’ve ever done.
How did you overcome challenges?
I wasn’t afraid to ask for help when I needed 
to. My relatives, teachers, and support 
system helped me keep moving forward.
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COLLEGE INTERN 
SPOTLIGHT
Name: Jada Genaye Rose Appel
College/University: Fort Lewis College
Major: Business Administration
Year: Junior
Career Goal
Expand my already existing business...my 
coffee shop
How has college changed you?
College has changed me in so many 
positive ways. Living on my own has taught 
me responsibility, independence, and 
perseverance.
What advice would you give someone 
who wants to attend college?
Advice I would give to someone who is 
attending college would be to have fun, but 
also go to class. Even if the teacher doesn’t 
count attendance...go anyways!
Why did you choose your major?
I chose my major because I’m already so 
invested in the business side of things, so 
having the schooling benefits.
Why did you decide to go to college?
I wanted to go to college not only for higher 
education, but also for the sake of my family.
What has been your favorite part of 
college?
My favorite part of college is all my new 
friends! Such new opportunities everyday on 
campus with the different clubs and classes.
What has been the hardest part?
The hardest part of college is not getting 
over the lonesome feeling for family...no 
matter how many times school starts and we 
depart, it never gets easier.
How did you overcome challenges?
Overcoming challenges is apart of everyday 
learning. There’s not really a direct “how” for 
me, just a do what I think best.
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Name: James Cody Mossett III
College/University: North Dakota State 
College of Science
Major: Electrical technology
Year: Sophomore
Career Goal
Get my Electrical license, so I could get a 
good paying job to support my family.
How has college changed you?
College has made me smarter in the work I 
want to do!
What advice would you give someone 
who wants to attend college?
My advice to someone going to college would 
be too make sure u have fun get to know 
people and study!
Why did you choose your major?
I chose my major because of the good pay!
Why did you decide to go to college?
Like my career goal, to do something that I 
can bring back that will support my family.
What has been your favorite part of 
college?
My favorite part has been meeting new 
people and learning
What has been the hardest part?
The hardest part was learning all the new 
things about Electrical work
How did you overcome challenges?
I studied hard!

COLLEGE INTERN 
SPOTLIGHT
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Name: Sydney Diaz-Corral
College: Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College 
(NHSC)
Major/Program: Equine Studies
Year in College: Sophomore
Career Goal
After college I plan to immerse myself in 
the equine community and gain hands on 
experiences. While continuing my education 
to become an equine veterinarian. My goal is 
to help improve horses health, performance, 
comfort, and overall well-being.
What has been the hardest part?
The hardest part of college for me so far has 
been the back-and-forth driving between 
home and college.
How did you overcome challenges?
I overcame challenges by taking things 
one day at a time and reaching out to my 
teachers and peers when I needed support. 
Having a good support system has made a 
big difference.
What advice would you give someone 
who wants to attend college?
The advice I would give someone who wants 
to attend college is to just go for it. You never 
know what you are capable of until you dive 
headfirst. The more you step outside your 
comfort zone and try new things, the more 
you will learn about yourself, your potential, 
and you will grow.
How has college changed you?
College has changed me for the better. I have 
a more open outlook on life, a more positive 
mindset, and I’ve expanded my comfort 
zone. It has brought some incredible people 
into my life, and I can’t wait to meet even 
more.
Why did you decide to go to college?
I always knew I wanted to go to college. The 
hardest part was deciding on a career that I 
could see myself doing for the rest of my life 
without getting tired of it.
Why did you choose your major?
I chose this major because I wanted to 
pursue a field that I genuinely care about 
and enjoy.
What has been your favorite part of 
college?
My favorite part of college is learning 
more about myself and becoming more 
comfortable stepping out of my comfort 
zone.

COLLEGE INTERN 
SPOTLIGHT
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Name: Orlando Deine Starr
College: North Dakota
State College of Science (NDSCS)
Major/Program: Building, Construction, 
and Technology
Year in College: Sophomore
Career Goal: Forever chase the bag
Why did you decide to go to college? I 
went to college because I needed a job that 
made money.
Why did you choose your major? I chose 
my major because it can lead me to good 
opportunities where I can make good 
money. I also enjoy woodwork; it comes easy 
to me.
What has been your favorite part of 
college?
My favorite part of college is when I build 
a house with my classmates. also like the 
hands-on experience.
What has been the hardest part?
The hardest part of college was the 
homework.
How did you overcome challenges?
I overcame challenges by persevering, 
staying positive and pushing through 
everything.
What advice would you give someone 
who wants to attend college?
My advice would be to work towards your 
goals and chase the bag forever an always.
How has college changed you?
College has made me a more punctual and 
responsible person.

COLLEGE INTERN 
SPOTLIGHT
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Twin Buttes Fishing 101
June 16, 2026

11



Roy Morsette, 76, of Twin Buttes, 
North Dakota, passed away on 
July 15, 2026, at Sanford Medical 
Center in Fargo, North Dakota. 
Services will be held at 9:00 AM 
CT on Thursday, July 23, 2026 
at Twin Buttes Wellness Center, 
Twin Buttes, ND with Pastor Kevin 
Finley officiating. Burial will follow 
at Cannonball Congregational 
Cemetery, Cannonball, ND. All are 
welcome. 
A wake will begin at 6:00 PM CT on 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026 at Twin 
Buttes Wellness Center.
Roy was born on April 9, 1950, 
in Elbowoods, North Dakota, 
to Alfred Morsette Sr. and Lena 
Hunts Along. From the beginning, 
Roy’s life was shaped by family, 
tradition, hard work, and the land 
he called home. He attended Twin 
Buttes Elementary School and later 
Flandreau Indian School, carrying 
with him the lessons, friendships, 
and experiences that helped make 
him the man so many came to know 
and love.
Roy lived a life full of memorable 
chapters. As a young man, he 
appeared in two movies filmed in 
Montana: Little Big Man and A 
Man Called Horse. He also enjoyed 
hunting, traveling, powwows, 
working outdoors, horsemanship, 
and breaking horses. With a natural 
connection to animals and the land, 
Roy carried a strong work ethic into 
everything he did.
In 1975, Roy met Maryann 
Running Bear Stretches, and they 
were married on July 20, 1976. 
Together, they shared a deep 
love and made their life in Twin 
Buttes, North Dakota, where they 
raised their children and helped 
care for grandchildren, nieces, 
and nephews. They were blessed 
with five children: Chad Morsette 

ROY MORSETTE
April 9, 1950 — July 15, 2026

In Memory of Sr., Roychelle Morsette, Danny 
Morsette, Baby Roy Morsette, and 
Danielle Morsette. Family was an 
important part of Roy’s life, and he 
took pride in the generations that 
followed him: his grandchildren, 
Talon, Courtney, and Lance; and his 
great-grandchildren, Jayci Yankton 
and Woyawaste “Tae” Morsette.
Throughout his working years, Roy 
worked as a ranch hand, operated 
his own ranch, served with the BIA 
Roads Department, and worked 
at Twin Buttes Elementary School 
until he resigned in the fall of 2014. 
He often said he would never retire, 
believing that too many people 
passed away soon after retiring, 
so in true Roy fashion, he chose to 
quit instead. Roy was known for 
being dependable, resourceful, and 
talented with his hands. He loved 
fast cars, was an excellent mechanic, 
and had his own machine shop. 
He also enjoyed carpentry and 
welding—skills that reflected both 
his patience and his ability to solve 
problems.
Roy found happiness in the 
things that connected him to 
his community, traditions, and 
family. He was a champion grass 
dancer and enjoyed the excitement 
of powwows, where his love for 
tradition and movement was 
proudly shared. He was also a 
longtime wrestling fan and enjoyed 
the entertainment of the sport. 
Those who knew Roy will remember 
his wide range of interests, his 
hands-on talents, and the strength, 
independence, and heart he brought 
to everything he did.
Roy was preceded in death by his 
father, Alfred Morsette Sr.; his 
mother, Lena Hunts Along; his 
brothers, Alfred Jr. and William; 
his sisters, Victoria, Joann, 
Germaine, Diane, and Donna; his 
wife, Maryann; and his son, Chad 
Morsette Sr.
Roy is survived by his daughters, 
Roychelle and Danielle Morsette; 
his sons, Danny and Baby Roy 
Morsette; his grandchildren, 
Talon, Courtney, and Lance; his 
great-grandchildren, Jayci and 
Tae; his special nephew, Jason 
“Chubbs” Morsette; close first 
cousins (siblings); and many nieces, 
nephews, and extended family.
Roy’s life will be remembered 
through the family he loved, the 
work of his hands, the horses he 
handled, the roads he traveled, and 
the many stories he leaves behind. 
His memory will live on in the 
hearts of all who knew and loved 
him.

MARIAN SPOTTED BEAR
Dec 29, 1940 — Aug 2, 2026

In Memory of

Marian Stella Spotted Bear represents 
the last of a generation born in 
Elbowoods, North Dakota. Throughout 
her life, she exhibited independence, 
strength and pride in being from Fort 
Berthold. She was born into a family of 
strong women on December 29, 1940, 
when her grandma named her Hsehká' 
Sííka Íkiihįhe or “Red Corn Mixed with 
Yellow Corn.” The Native community 
was curious about what baby Marian 
would look like. Her Indian name 
represents the blending of two distinct 
cultural families.
The family has a number of stories on 
how her parents met, but one common 
refrain is that when Lorenzo “Larry” 
Spotted Bear saw Ollie Sholass, he 
pointed her out to David Little Swallow 
and said. “I’m going to marry her 
someday.” The result of that knowing 
love was a marriage that produced ten 
Spotted Bear children. Marian was 
the oldest. She was 85 when she died 
on August 2, 2026, at CHI St. Alexius 
Health in Bismarck, North Dakota.
Marian later became a sister to three 
more siblings, Rhonda, Marty and Barry 
Benson, after the death of Larry and the 
remarriage of Ollie.
As the oldest, Marian was looked to 
for guidance. She loved her Mandan-
Hidatsa heritage. Her first-born 
daughter, Faith Ann Skogstad, carried 
Grandma Stella Tail Spotted Bear’s 
name, Woman Above.
Hsehká' Sííka Íkiihįhe led a full 
and robust life, which led to many 
experiences and stories that she 
shared with her friends and family. 
She attended Haskell Institute, 
graduating in 1960. She also earned 
her bachelor’s degree from Minot State 
College, winning accolades as Who’s 
Who Among Students in American 
Universities & Colleges. She spent 
much of her career as an administrator 
holding jobs at the Department of the 
Air Force, the Interior Department’s 
National Park Service, and later at the 
Dickinson Police Department. She 

also dedicated years of administrative 
service to the Mandan, Hidatsa, and 
Arikara Nation.
As a sister, mother, auntie, and 
grandmother, Red Corn Mixed with 
Yellow Corn leaves the legacy of being 
a free spirit. She loved to camp near 
the lake with family. And when she was 
home, she routinely kept everything 
neat, clean, comfortable. She was a 
meticulous organizer, and she also 
loved to decorate her home splendidly 
during the holidays. And she always had 
a showcase for her immense collection 
of souvenir turtles.
Red Corn Mixed with Yellow Corn was 
the mother of two beautiful daughters, 
Faith Ann and Deidre, from her first 
marriage to Monty Skogstad. Deidre, 
her husband Marvin Shannon, and 
two grandsons, Demar and TreVante 
enjoyed many big life events with 
Marian. She moved to Okinawa, 
Japan, for a short time to live with the 
Shannons at Marine Corps Base Camp 
Kinser, where she saw the birth of 
TreVante.
In her life, Marian experienced true 
love. She married Mitchell Cook in 
December, 2005. They immensely 
enjoyed each other’s company until 
his death in 2008. As is life, Marian 
also saw the passing of other loved 
ones, including her daughter, Faith 
Ann Skogstad; her parents, Larry and 
Ollie Spotted Bear; siblings, Gertrude 
“Gertsy” Spotted Bear, Sandy Spotted 
Bear, Karen Lynch, Alyce Spotted Bear, 
Marty Benson, Kelly Spotted Bear and 
Rhonda Schettler. She is survived by 
her daughter Deidre Shannon (Marvin), 
grandsons Demar and TreVante, 
sisters Roberta Dahlen (Dennis), Ivetta 
Holding Eagle (David), Helyn Zarfos 
(Mark), Julie Beston, and brothers 
Lonnie Spotted Bear (Diana), Barry 
Benson, and Sal Beston.
At the time of her death, Marian 
received the utmost care and attention 
at Maple View, a memory care center 
in Bismarck, North Dakota. The 
family remains forever grateful for the 
kindness and care provided by the staff.
Marian's life and legacy will carry 
on through all the special memories 
she created with friends, family, and 
relatives. She cherished and cared for 
her family history. She shared so much 
knowledge and kept detailed records 
of the many generations that came 
before her. Her family finds comfort in 
knowing that her spiritual journey now 
leads her to join all those loved ones she 
missed dearly, and the ancestors she 
wanted to know.
To honor and remember Marian, a 
visitation will be held from 10:00 to 
11:00 AM on Friday, August 7, 2026, 
at Bismarck Funeral Home. The 
funeral service will begin at 11:00 AM. 
Burial will follow at Werner Cemetery, 
Halliday, ND.
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Twin Buttes Boys & Girls Club
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Twin Buttes Fairgrounds September 2, 2026
Coy Hepper Barrel Race
Photo Credit: Rockin’ PJ Photography 
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SOUTH SEGMENT TWIN BUTTES TRIBAL BUILDING
708 79E AVE NW | HALLIDAY, ND 58636

MAIN: (701) 938-4403 | FAX: (701) 938-4340

Cory Spotted Bear Twin Buttes Representative
MHA Nation Vice Chairman

coryspottedbear@mhanaiton.com

Gwen Hostler Admin Asst/Office Manager ghostler@mhanation.com
Diane Hall Office Receptionist dianehall@mhanation.com
Alisha Brim Admin Asst/Public Relations abrim@mhanation.com
Blanche Hunts Along Events Coordinator bhuntsalong@mhanation.com
Sierra Spotted Bear Outreach Coordinator sspottedbear@mhanation.com
Melissa Starr Community Liaison mstarr@mhanation.com
Jake Sage Lead Security Officer jakesage@mhanation.com

SOUTH SEGMENT TWIN BUTTES OFFICE
307 5TH AVE | NEW TOWN, ND 58763

MAIN: (701) 627-8255 | FAX: (701) 627-2581

Crystal Bowen Admin Asst/Office Manager cbowen@mhanation.com
Kaya Bowen Office Receptionist kbowen@mhanation.com
TWIN BUTTES WELLNESS CENTER
Main Phone 701-938-3641
Morley Spotted Bear Fit/Rec Director mspottedbear@mhanation.com
Sommer Cummings Fit/Rec Activity Coordinator scummings@mhanation.com
John Tschaekofske Fit/Rec Staff
Chaun-T Sorenson Fit/Rec Staff
Gabriel Sage Fit/Rec Staff
Kiara Mason Fit/Rec Staff
Danelle Fox Fit/Rec Staff
TWIN BUTTES TRIBAL SECURITY
Jake Sage Lead Security Officer 701-421-2786
Darnell Sorenson Security 701-421-8289
Byron Everett Security 701-301-3789

TAT POLICE DISPATCH
Main Phone 701-627-3610

FORT BERTHOLD BEAUTIFICATION PROGRAM
Main Phone 701-897-1569

SOUTH SHORE C-STORE
Main Phone 701-938-3599
SOUTH SHORE DO IT BEST
Main Phone 701-938-3594
TWIN BUTTES CLINIC
Main Phone 701-938-4540
HORSE CULTURE PROGRAM
Jessica White Plume Director 701-421-0420
TWIN BUTTES ROADS DEPARTMENT
Main Phone 701-938-4533
SOUTH SEGMENT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Main Phone 701-938-3590
FORT BERTHOLD RURAL WATER
Main Phone 701-938-3160
FORT BERTHOLD HOUSING AUTHORITY
Main Phone 701-938-3607
TWIN BUTTES TRANSFER STATION
Main Phone 701-938-3607
TWIN BUTTES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Office Clerk www.twinbuttes.k12.nd.us 701-938-4396
LITTLE CHAMPS HEAD START
Main Phone 701-938-4568
EAGLES NEST DAYCARE
Main Phone 701-938-4568

MHA NATION  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS & AGENDA CONTACTS 

Office of the Executive Secretary rev. 11/15/2024 

 
Cultural Committee:   
Chair: Councilwoman Sherry Turner-Lone Fight 
Member: Councilman Cory Spotted Bear 
Member: Councilwoman Monica Mayer 

*Agenda Contact: West Segment Office: Phone: 701-627-8121, 8148, or 8186. email: sturner-
lonefight@mhanation.com 

 
Education Committee:  
Chair: Councilwoman Sherry Turner-Lone Fight  
Member: Councilwoman Monica Mayer 
Member: Councilman Mervin Packineau 

*Agenda Contact: West Segment Office: Phone: 701-627-8121, 8148, or 8186. email: sturner-
lonefight@mhanation.com 
 

Energy Committee:   
Chair: Councilman Fred Fox 
Member: Councilman Cory Spotted Bear 
Member: Councilwoman Monica Mayer 

*Agenda Contact: East Segment Office: 701-627-8248; Kenny Lyson, MHA Energy Director, (701)-421-2629 
or Paul Grady, Realty Specialist Manager, (701)-421-0506. 
 

Executive Committee:  
Chair: Chairman Mark N. Fox 
Member: Vice Chairman Cory Spotted Bear 
Member: Executive Secretary Fred Fox 
Member: Treasurer Mervin Packineau 

*Agenda Contact: Chairman’s Office: Stella Berquist (701) 627-8122; email: sberquist@mhanation.com 
 
Health and Human Resource Committee:  
Chair:  Councilwoman Monica Mayer 
Member:  Councilman Fred Fox 
Member: Councilwoman Sherry Turner-Lone Fight 

*Agenda Contact: North Segment Office: Lexi Taft-Driver (701) 627-8103; email: ldriver@mhanation.com  
 

Housing Committee:  
Chair:  Councilwoman Monica Mayer 
Member:  Councilman Robert White 
Member: Councilwoman Sherry Turner-Lone Fight 

*Agenda Contact: North Segment Office: Lexi Taft-Driver (701) 627-8103; email: ldriver@mhanation.com 
 

Judicial Committee:  
Chair:  Councilwoman Monica Mayer 
Member:  Councilman Fred Fox 
Member: Councilwoman Sherry Turner-Lone Fight 

*Agenda Contact: North Segment Office: Janie Schroeder-Herman (701) 627-6418; email: 
jherman@mhanation.com 

 
Natural Resources Committee:   
Chair: Councilman Cory Spotted Bear 
Member:  Councilman Fred Fox 
Member: Councilman Robert White 

*Agenda Contact: South Segment Office or Texx Lonebear, NRC Director, 701-627-6158 or Twin Buttes 
Admin. Assistant, Crystal Bowen, @ 701-421-3075. email: cbowen@mhanation.com
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