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Welcome & Introduction 

 

Welcome to the Black River Local Schools athletic program!  We are very excited that you 

have decided to make a commitment to represent Black River through your athletic 

participation.  By joining a sports team, you become an integral part of the athletic program and 

undertake a task inherent with scrutiny, sacrifice, dedication, selflessness and hard work.  We 

look forward to seeing your unique talents and abilities to further the Pirate traditions. 

 

To ensure that the Black River community has a quality athletic program of which it can always 

be proud, the District and Athletic Department have developed rules, regulations and guidelines 

to help maintain the high standards of excellence expected from students involved in athletics.  

It is our hope that this handbook will provide, students, parents/guardians and coaches with the 

information necessary to excel within the athletic program. 

 

We wish each and every one of our students, parent/guardians and coaches the best of success 

as they compete this year.  GO PIRATES!!! 

 

Mr. Clarico, High School Athletic Director 

419-736-3303 ext.1204   rclarico@blrv.org 

 

Mr. Gordon, Middle School Athletic Director 

tgordon@blrv.org 

 

Mrs. Cathy Aviles, High School Principal 

419-736-3303  ext. 1201   caviles@blrv.org 

 

Mrs. Doty, Middle School Principal 

419-736-3304  ext. 1301    adoty@blrv.org  

 

Mr. Stretar, Superintendent of Schools 

419-736-3300   ext. 1101    astretar@blrv.org 

 

 

 

VARSITY HEAD COACHES 

 

FALL SPORTS 

 

 Cheerleading   Crystal Pamer 

 

 Cross Country   Stephen Rhein 

 

mailto:rclarico@blrv.org
mailto:adoty@


 3 

 Football    Kyle Clark 

 

 Golf     Dave Mate 

 

 Volleyball     

 

WINTER SPORTS 
 

 Boys Basketball   Denny English 

 

 Girls Basketball    

 

 Bowling    Dave Mate 

 

 Cheerleading   Crystal Pamer 

 

 Wrestling    Blake Owen 

 

SPRING SPORTS 

 

 Baseball    Jake O’Connor 

  

 Softball     

 

 Boys Track and Field   

 

 Girls Track and Field   
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The Lorain County Eight Conference (LC8) 

 
Black River is a member of the Lorain County Eight Conference. Members of the (LC8) are Black River, 

Brookside, Firelands, Keystone, Wellington, Clearview, Columbia, and Oberlin.  League policies will govern 

Black River athletics where they are applicable, athletics will be governed by the Black River Board of 

Education. 

 

Black River High School currently participates at the varsity level in the following sports: 

Baseball                                           Boys’ Cross Country                        Softball 

Boys Basketball                              Girls’ Cross Country                        Boys’ Track                                        

Girls Basketball                               Football                                            Girls’ Track                                                  

Bowling                                           Golf                                                  Volleyball 

Cheerleading                                                                                             Wrestling 

 

Black River Middle School currently participates in the following sports: 

Boys’ Basketball                             Boys’ Cross Country                        Girls’ Track 

Girls’ Basketball                             Girls’ Cross Country                         Volleyball 

Cheerleading                                    Football                                            Wrestling 

                                                         Boys’ Track    

 

Levels of Competition 

 

Varsity 

The perfection of skill, playing the best overall athletes possible and winning is the emphasis at this level.  

While winning at all costs will never be a part of our philosophy, no apology shall be necessary when the 

varsity team does all it can within the bounds of ethics, integrity, and sportsmanship to win each and every 

contest.  In certain sports, cutting may be used and it is extremely likely that some players may not see action in 

each contest. 

 

Junior Varsity 

This level of competition begins to focus on skill refinement and winning as a team.  Cutting may occur at this 

level in certain sports.  It is possible that not every player will have the opportunity to play in every contest. 

 

Freshman 

Emphasis at the freshman level is on participation, skill development and team success.  If a sports program 

supports a freshman squad, efforts will be made not to cut players at this level, as the future ability of these 

students is largely uncertain.  Attempts will be made to play as many students as possible during each contest 

while striving for victory for the entire team. 

 

Middle School 

Preferably, two teams will be created at the middle school level in each sport; at the 7th grade and the 8th grade 

levels.  If low numbers make this impossible, combining all 7th and 8th grade students will create a single middle 

school team.  Emphasis at this level is on individual participation along with team success.  Every attempt will 

be made to encourage student participation including attempts to play each student in every contest while also 

ensuring success for the entire team. 
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Black River Athletic Department – Policies and Procedures 

 

Mission 

 
The Athletic Department of Black River Local Schools will provide a wide variety of athletic opportunities that 

will aid in the academic and overall development of our students.  We are dedicated to conducting all activities 

with honesty and integrity in accordance with the principles of good sportsmanship and ethical conduct. 

 

Philosophy 

 
As a member of the Ohio High School Athletic Association and the Lorain County Eight Conference (LC8), the 

Black River Local School District is dedicated to excellence in both academics and athletics and believes that a 

dynamic program of student activities is vital to the overall development of each student.  Interscholastic 

athletics are an integral part of this district’s total educational program.  In addition to intellectual development 

it is important to provide opportunities outside of the typical classroom setting.  Participation in a sound athletic 

program contributes to the complete and full development of the student.  An athletic program teaches the 

participants the value of cooperation and the need for teamwork, as well as the spirit of competition, which is so 

important in our society.  Learning to properly handle victory and defeat, as well as, complying with the rules of 

the game, are all characteristics of a mature, responsible citizen.  A quality athletic experience will go a long 

way to help our students learn the values needed to become a successful member of society.  The staff will 

promote dedication, hard work, sportsmanship, integrity, and discipline to help instill a sense of pride and 

tradition in Pirate athletics, the Black River community, school and to enable each student to work toward 

his/her ultimate potential. 

 

Guiding Principles & Objectives 
The following statements represent the objectives to guide the evaluation of success of an athletic program.  The 

degree of success will be based on the values learned and how our coaches and athletes represent Black River 

Local Schools.  They will not be judged on the number of wins and losses, awards received, or the number of 

seats sold for a contest. 

 

1. To provide all students with the opportunity to gain knowledge and skills through approved 

interscholastic athletics. 

2. To provide a broad athletic program, in conjunction with dedicated directors and coaches who will carry 

out the Board of Education’s philosophy and objectives, placing the educational, physical, and 

psychological needs of the student athlete above all other interests. 

3. To develop habits, values and attitudes in our student athletes that will lead to success in school and later 

in life. 

4. To develop a positive concept of self and self-reliance. 

5. To establish open lines of communication for all parts of the athletic program, school and community. 

6. To set high standards of sportsmanship and integrity for our coaches, athletes, spectators, school and 

community. 

7. To provide proper health and medical supervision, proper uniforms and equipment, and athletic facilities 

which meet all safety standards for all parts of the athletic program. 

8. An extracurricular activity will exist only as long as it can be justified by sound educational reasoning, 

sufficient participation and funding. 

9. In varsity competition the head coach will field those student athletes that in his or her opinion, will 

most effectively contribute to the success of the program.  The head coach shall determine the optimum 

number of student athletes on a varsity team. 

10. We will remember that above all, interscholastic competition is a game.  As such, we will always strive 

to have fun & enjoy our time with friends and family! 
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POLICIES WITH THE ATHLETIC CODE OF EXCELLENCE AND THE STUDENT CODE OF 

EXCELLENCE 

 

Student-athletes are representing Black River Local Schools. They will be held to the standards of both the 

Athletic Code of Excellence and the Student Code of Excellence. Participation in athletics is important but is an 

extension of the classroom. The student-athlete must be aware of their choices and any consequence that may 

come with it. We are proud of your participation in athletics and your success in the classroom. Set your goals 

and strive to achieve them in both athletics and academics. 

 

 

Sportsmanship 
Sportsmanship is behavior characterized by generosity, a genuine concern for others, following accepted rules 

& regulations and acting with respect and integrity at all times.  The ideals of sportsmanship, ethical behavior 

and integrity permeate our culture as these values of good citizenship and high behavioral standards apply 

equally to all disciplines.  Black River views good sportsmanship as a concrete measure of this understanding 

and commitment to fair play, ethical behavior and integrity. 

 

Spectators are to demonstrate positive enthusiasm without causing harm, danger or embarrassment to the team, 

school, or others in attendance by showing respect towards all players, coaches, officials, and fans as well as 

showing pride & respect for their school.  Students are reminded that the majority of school rules are still in 

effect at after-school events & that disciplinary action may be taken for actions at athletic events.  All spectators 

are reminded that failure to follow guidelines, or failure to comply with the directions of game or school 

officials, will be cause for ejection from the contest without  

refund. 

 

CONDUCT AND RESPONSIBILITY OF STUDENTS 

Code of Excellence #3&7 

 

As a member of an athletic team, certain responsibilities must be maintained to continue the Black River 

tradition.  A successful athletic program is built over generations of hard work and the dedication of many 

students and coaches.  By joining an athletic program at Black River, you have accepted a challenge to improve 

upon the efforts of these teams! It is not always easy to contribute to such an imposing task.  To compete as a 

Pirate, you may have to say no to certain items and situations that an athlete simply cannot afford to be involved 

with.  When you wear the black & gold, you must understand the sense of pride and responsibility the uniform 

carries. 

 

A student’s conduct is closely observed in many different arenas.  Black River cannot maintain its position as 

an outstanding District unless you give forth your best effort in whatever you engage.  You have also assumed a 

leadership role as a member of an athletic squad.  The student body and community will know you, witness 

your actions and hear your words.  Those within and outside our community will judge our school by your 

conduct, your actions, and your attitude.  Once you join a sports team, you immediately become a role model to 

both peers and younger students.  On the playing surfaces, the use of profanity and unsportsmanlike or illegal 

tactics must never be used.  Regardless of contest results, Black River students are expected to show respect to 

opponents, coaches, fans and game officials at all times.   

 

A student is expected to reach his/her ultimate potential in the academic arena as well.  As a student, you owe it 

to yourself to get the greatest good from your classroom experiences.  Participation in athletics is an integral 

component to this, as it helps to broaden your strength of character, your sense of being and teaches you 

personal responsibility.  Your studies and your participation in extracurricular activities will prepare you for the 

“real world.”  On top of maintaining good academic standing, you must give respectful attention to classroom 
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activities and show respect for other students and school staff.  Horseplay and unnecessary boisterousness are 

not approved habits of behavior for athletes at Black River.  Be the person others want to follow. 

 

 

CONDUCT AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

 

To enjoy your student’s participation to the fullest, and make it fun and meaningful to him/her, please: 

- Understand what your student wants from sports and provide support to achieve those goals. 

- Encourage your student to play sports; let your student choose what & when to play. 

- Set limits; make sports an enjoyable addition to your student’s life! 

- Show support by ensuring proper amounts of rest, nourishment and time for classwork. 

- Help your student keep winning & losing in perspective. 

- Help your student set challenging and realistic performance goals. 

- Help your student understand the many life-lessons that athletic participation provides. 

- Permit the coaches to do the coaching. 

- Provide the coach with information on special health conditions your student may have and 

make sure your student brings any necessary medications to all practices and/or contests. 

- Help your student be responsible by ensuring that he/she is at all practices and contests on 

time, with the proper equipment and supplies. 

- Be a role model to your student by positively supporting the team at all times, including the 

content of your cheers and your conversations at the dinner table. 

- Respect the decisions made by coaches and officials, even when you disagree with them. 

- Realize that purchasing a ticket grants you a privilege to observe a contest and support a 

district team.  This ticket does not provide you a right to verbally assault players, coaches, 

officials, or other fans.  This, and other generally obnoxious behavior subjects you to ejection 

from the event.  Additionally, administration reserves the right to remove and/or ban any 

parent/guardian or fan from school activities and/or grounds due to disorderly conduct. 

- Be a fan… not a fanatic! 

 

CONDUCT AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF COACHES 

 

The Black River Athletic Department is committed to providing all students the ability to compete in a variety 

of activities in a properly controlled, organized and educationally sound program.  In an effort to enhance our 

students’ social, mental, and physical growth, Coaches will: 

- Set a good example for participants & fans, exemplifying high moral, ethical, and sporting 

behavior. 

- Be constantly aware that instruction takes place through modeling & structured teaching. 

- Desire to win, while focusing on the health, safety, welfare, worth and dignity of the 

individual student. 

- Be aware of the carious audiences they perform in front of, including players, assistants, 

teachers, administrators, parents, fans, media, board of education members, etc. and will 

work to maintain the trust and confidence of those directly involved in the program. 

- Encouraging students to be active in as many activities as they can. 

- Work to discover the individual strengths, interests, and aspirations of their students and 

make decisions based on knowledge. 

- Communicate an open and friendly willingness to listen. 

- Will work with adults involved to find a suitable solution for inevitable student schedule 

conflicts without placing the student at the center of the conflict. 

- Be prepared to respond to even the most highly pitched emotional situations in the 

appropriate manner.  Over-reaction and impulsivity must be the exception – not the norm. 
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- Be highly organized and prepared for all situations.  Coaches shall also be flexible and aware 

for the need of revision to any and all plans. 

- Be committed to their craft and to further their professional knowledge through attendance of 

clinics and training programs to further develop their leadership abilities. 

- Complete all required educational and training programs mandated by the OHSAA, Ohio 

Department of Education and the Black River Local Schools Board of Education. 

 

 

Communication Plan 

 
The Black River Athletic Department is committed to making all students’ participation in athletics a 

meaningful experience.  Part of this commitment is to continually improve communication with students, 

parent/guardians and fans.  To be truly successful, communication must be clear, concise and timely.  The 

Athletic Department will utilize a number of sources of communication to accomplish this goal, including, but 

not limited to, this handbook, the District & athletic websites, local media outlets, social media, and the school 

announcement systems. 

 

 

Chain of Command 
Black River Schools follows the chain of command listed below.  We ask that you observe it if you elect to 

pursue any concerns you may have regarding the athletic program. 

1) Appropriate Level Coach 

2) Head Coach 

3) Athletic Director 

4) Building Principal 

5) Superintendent 

6) Board of Education 

 

Communication students and parent/guardians can expect from their coach: 
1) Philosophy of the coach. 

2) Expectations the coach has for the squad and the individual student. 

3) When and where practice and contests are to be held. 

4) Requirements necessary to be a part of the team. 

5) Team rules in addition to the code of excellence. 

6) Notification of injury sustained by the student. 

7) Any disciplinary action toward the student that results in denial of participation. 

 

Communication coaches should expect from students and parent/guardians: 
1) Concerns should be expressed directly to the coach first. 

2) Written notification of potential schedule conflicts well in advance. 

3) Specific concerns that are directly related to the program. 

4) Support toward the program’s goals & directions. 

 

To discuss a concern/issue, the following procedure is to be followed: 
1) Contact the Coach to make an appointment to discuss the situation.  If the concern/issue has validity, 

the AD expects that the item first be discussed directly with the coach. 

2) If for some reason the Coach cannot be reached, feel free to contact the AD who will set up an 

appointment for you. 

3) Do not attempt to confront a Coach before, during, or after a contest.  This is an emotional time for 

all parties and generally does not allow for objective analysis or correction of an issue. 
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4) Under no circumstances, except in those instances of rule/policy infringement, will a conference 

with a Coach have an adverse consequence on the standing of the athlete. 

 

Appropriate concerns to for parent/guardians to discuss with coaches: 
1) The mental and/or physical treatment of your student, including bullying. 

2) Areas of needed skill improvement and development opportunities for your student. 

3) Concerns about your student’s behavior, attitude, and/or classroom performance. 

 

Issues not appropriate for parent/guardians to discuss with coaches: 
2) Playing time: athletes are encouraged to discuss playing time with the Coach. 

3) Team strategy, game-plans and/or play calling. 

4) Comparisons of one student to another. 

5) Other students’ and/or athletes’ academics, discipline, injury, etc; it is both impolite & illegal. 

 

What if you hold a meeting with your Head Coach & you are not satisfied? 
1) Contact the AD at 419-736-3303 x1204 or email rclarico@blrv.org to set up a meeting to discuss the 

issue. 

2) The appropriate and necessary steps will then be determined. 

 

Communication through Remind App, Email, Text and Phone 
 

All communication from the coach or school personnel will be received through the Remind app, school phone 

and/or school e-mail. Each coach can establish their own Remind app through the school as well as have a 

school e-mail account through Black River Schools. The athletic director will have a district Remind App, 

Black River Athletics to make announcements and send out information. Information to join an app will come 

from the coaches at preseason meetings. 

To join the Black River Athletics app here is the information to join. 

rmd.at/d8db9ed 

 

Texting and use of cell phone should not occur between school personnel and students. 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS OF ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION 

Code of Excellence #8&9 
As outlined by the Ohio High School Athletic Association and this handbook, students are prohibited from 

participation in any mandatory practice, scrimmage, and/or game until all items have been completed. 

 

1. OHSAA Physical Examination Form – must be cleared annually by a physician. 

2. Emergency Medical Authorization Form: provides permission to treat your student in the 

case of an emergency situation. 

3. Insurance Release Form: insurance must be carried on all students participating in athletics. 

4. Concussion Information Form: provides important information on concussions and the 

importance of following proper protocol regarding them. 

5. Athlete Code of Conduct Contract Agreement: means the student and parent/guardians has 

read and understands all materials included in the athletic handbook. 

6. View Lindsay’s Law and complete the paperwork. 

7. Informed consent form for the DAT policy 

8. Satisfaction of OHSAA & Black River Eligibility Requirements 

 

 

mailto:rclarico@blrv.org
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Notice of Risk Participation 

 
Students and parent/guardians must realize and understand the very real possibility of serious injury, or even 

death, as a normal hazard of athletic participation.  Black River will use the following safeguards in an effort to 

eliminate injury to students, but cannot in any way imply a guarantee of a student’s total safety once they 

choose to participate in athletics: 

- All coaches will adhere to all OHSAA rules, regulations, and guidelines, as well as obtain 

proper coaching certifications, including training in sports-related first aid and 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

- Coaches and/or the athletic trainer (if applicable) will provide information on proper 

conditioning, nutrition, and injury prevention and rehabilitation to students. 

 

 

 

GENERAL ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT POLICIES 
CODE OF EXCELLENCE #4 

 

ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
As a member of the OHSAA, Black River adheres to all rules, regulations, Bylaws and guidelines of the 

Association.  As such, students wishing to participate in interscholastic athletics at Black River must meet 

certain eligibility requirements as established by both the OHSAA and the Black River Board of Education.  For 

complete details on student eligibility, visit http://ohsaa.org/eligibility/default.asp. 

 

AGE LIMITATION 
A student enrolled in high school will become ineligible for interscholastic athletics upon turning age 20.  

His/her eligibility automatically ends on the day of the 20th birthday. (OHSAA 4-2-1) 

 

A student shall become eligible for high school athletics when the student attains the fifteenth birthday before 

August 1, or when the student attains ninth grade status. (OHSAA 4-2-3) 

 

CONDUCT, CHARACTER, DISCIPLINE 
In matters pertaining to personal conduct in which athletic contests and related activities are not involved, the 

school itself is to be the sole judge as to student participation. (OHSAA 4-5-1) 

 

Any student suspended or expelled from a member school shall be ineligible for interscholastic athletics at any 

member school for the duration of the suspension or expulsion. (OHSAA 4-5-5) 

 

 

ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE 
Students participating in a school-sponsored sport must be enrolled in and attending full-time in accordance 

with all duly adopted Board of Education policies. (OHSAA 4-3-1) 

 

Students enrolled in a joint vocational school are eligible at the high school where the students’ records are 

maintained. (OHSAA 4-3-1) 

 

A student enrolled in a member school who receives his/her education through a community school established 

under Chapter 3314 of the Revised Code that is sponsored by the city, local or exempted village school district 

in which the student is entitled to attend school pursuant to Section 3313.64 or 3313.65 of the Revised Code, is 

eligible to participate at the member public school that is operated by the school district sponsoring the 

http://ohsaa.org/eligibility/default.asp
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community school, provided the student is enrolled and attending pursuant to Board of Education policy. 

(OHSAA 4-3-1) 

 

A student enrolled full time in a postsecondary institution is eligible to participate at the high school where the 

student’s records are maintained, provided the student is receiving high school credit for a minimum of five one 

credit courses in the postsecondary institution. (OHSAA 4-3-1) 

 

 

A student enrolled in an alternative school that is sponsored by a Board of Education or similar governing board 

is eligible to participate at the member school where the student would be entitled to attend provided the 

alternative school does not sponsor interscholastic athletics and the student is counted on the EMIS report for 

the member high school. (OHSAA 4-3-1) 

 

A student who is home schooled and is enrolled in a member school in accordance with the partial enrollment 

policy of a Board of Education or similar governing board may be eligible at the school where the student is 

enrolled and attending. Such partial enrollment policy requires that at least one of the courses be taken at the 

school’s physical location. Note: A student entering a member school from a home school must do so at the 

beginning of the school year after having been home schooled for at least one calendar year. Failure to meet this 

one-year provision requires the student to be enrolled for a minimum of one grading period before the student 

can be declared eligible. (OHSAA 4-3-1) 

 

A student enrolled in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) school that is established 

under Chapter 3326 of the Revised Code is eligible to participate at the member school where the student would 

be entitled to attend, provided the STEM school does not sponsor interscholastic athletics and the student is 

counted on the EMIS report for the member high school. Note: An incoming ninth-grade student may establish 

eligibility at any member school that admits him or her and establishes initial eligibility as indicated in transfer 

bylaw 4-7-2. After establishing initial eligibility, students who attend STEM schools are subject to the transfer 

bylaw. (OHSAA 4-3-1) 

 

After a student completes the eighth grade, or is otherwise eligible for high school athletics pursuant to OHSAA 

bylaw 4-2-3, the student shall be eligible for a period not to exceed eight semesters taken in order of attendance, 

whether the student participates or not. (OHSAA 4-3-3) 

 

RESIDENCE 
In determining one’s residence… the following criteria shall apply: (a) where the parents and family members 

sleep the majority of the time, (b) where the mail is received, (c) where the meals are prepared and eaten, (d) 

where the parents are registered to vote, and (e) where important family activities take place during significant 

parts of each day. (OHSAA 4-6-1) 

 

SCHOLARSHIP 
In order to be eligible in grades 9-12, a student must be currently enrolled and must have been enrolled in 

school the immediately preceding grading period.  Furthermore, during the preceding grading period, *the 

student must have received passing grades in a minimum of five (5) one-credit courses or the equivalent*, 

each of which counts toward graduation. (OHSAA 4-4-1) 

 

A student enrolled in the first grading period after advancement from 8th grade must have passed a minimum of 

five (5) of all subjects carried the preceding grading period in which the student was enrolled (OHSAA 4-4-4) 

and have failed no more than one (1) course in the preceding grading period. 
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A student enrolled in 7th grade for the first time will be eligible for the first grading period regardless of 

previous academic achievement.  Thereafter, in order to be eligible, a student in grades 7 or 8 must be currently 

enrolled and must have enrolled in school the immediately preceding grading period and passed a minimum of 

five (5) of all subjects carried the preceding grading period in which the student was enrolled (OHSAA 4-4-5) 

and have failed no more than one (1) course in the preceding grading period. 

 

**The Black River Board of Education requires that all students in grades 7-12 achieve a minimum 

Grade Point Average (GPA) of 1.6 to maintain athletic eligibility. ** 

**Each student-athlete must have passing grades in core courses which include: English, Math, Science 

and Social Studies for academic eligibility. ** 

 

Summer school and other educational options cannot be used to substitute for failure to meet academic 

standards. (OHSAA 4-4-7) 

 

The eligibility or ineligibility of a student continues until the start of the fifth school day of the next grading 

period, at which time the grades from the immediately preceding grading period become effective. For the 

purposes of this bylaw, “school day” includes faculty in-service days, calamity days and regular school 

attendance days but not holidays or school breaks. (OHSAA 4-4-3) 

 

Students who are active in athletics but are ineligible due to substandard academic performance shall be under 

the following guidelines/expectations: 

i. An ineligible student continues to be bound by all rules, regulations and/or expectations 

of the Black River Athletic Participation Handbook and his/her individual team 

rules/policies. 

ii. An ineligible student may participate in all practices, open gyms, workouts and/or 

scrimmages and may travel with the team to away contests. 

iii. An ineligible student may not participate in contests of any type. 

iv. An ineligible student may not take part in team pictures, and team recognitions (including 

awards night, pep rallies and/or other special events) and will not appear on team rosters. 

 

STUDENTS FROM FOREIGN EXCHANGE PROGRAMS 
Students from outside the United States are ineligible until ruled eligible by the Commissioner of the OHSAA.  

 

TRANSFERS 

The transfer bylaws apply to all students enrolled in grades 9-12.  These bylaws apply to all schools, both public 

and private. (OHSAA 4-7-1) Students transferring schools are ineligible until ruled eligible by the 

Commissioner of the OHSAA.   

 

ATHLETIC AWARDS 

To earn an athletic award, the student must complete the season in good standing, which includes attending the 

post season awards banquet, returning any school-issued uniforms/equipment and maintaining eligibility and 

behavioral expectations.  The following guidelines will be followed when presenting athletic awards to students. 

- All awards must conform to the standards established by the OHSAA. 

- A list of award winners must be submitted by the Head Coach, to the AD, within one week 

after the season has ended. 

- In the event that a student is injured during the season and can no longer participate, he/she 

would be eligible for an award based on the recommendation of the head coach. 

- No individual may receive more than one block “BR” letter and no more than one set of 

numbers.  If they have received a letter in another sport they will only receive a pin for the 

new sport. 
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- The requirements to letter in a sport will be included in team rules and will be determined by 

the head coaches in communication with the AD.  These qualifications for a letter will be 

communicated before the start of the season. 

 

Athletic awards will be presented as follows: 

1st Year Letterwinner:  Varsity “BR” and sport pin  

2nd Year Letterwinner: Sport pin 

3rd Year Letterwinner:  Sport plaque and sport pin 

4th Year Letterwinner:  Sport trophy, lifetime pass, and sport pin 

Junior Varsity and/or Freshman Certificate:  A participation certificate is presented to those students at the JV 

or freshman level that do not meet the requirements for a varsity letter. 

Middle School Participation Certificate:  A certificate is presented to those middle school students that indicate 

the sport and season of participation. 

Scholar Athlete Certificate:  A certificate is presented at the post-season banquet to those students in grades 9-

12 that earn a varsity letter and a 3.50 GPA during their season of participation. 

*A student will receive their numerals upon completion of their first sport season participated in at the high 

school level. 

 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 
To be eligible for participation in athletics, students must maintain high standards of attendance and academic 

performance.  For this purpose, students participating in athletics on a given school day must be in 

attendance at least ½ the hours of their school day. In addition, if a student goes home sick that student must 

be in school ½ of the hours of their school day and it must include their final period of the day.   The 

parent/guardian in advance of an absence (when possible) must make arrangements with the appropriate grade 

level principal or the athletic director.  Participation in all athletic events relating to student/athlete absences 

will be at the discretion of the principal or athletic director.  Excused absences (field trips, doctor’s 

appointments, funerals, etc.) do not prohibit a student from participating in athletics on a given school day.  

Athletes are expected to be in attendance at the start of school on the day following an athletic event. 

 

BUS POLICY 
Student-Athletes are expected to behave and adhere to all Black River School bus policies. Student-athletes 

are expected to ride the bus to and from athletic contest. If there is an extenuating circumstances then 

permission with the parent/guardian only can transport the student-athlete. Any misbehavior on athletic 

trips that violate Black River bus policies will result in punishment of the athlete that could include suspension 

from games/events and possible removal from team.  The punishment will depend on the severity of the 

violation and will be at the discretion of the Athletic Director and/or Principal. 

 

COLLEGE RECRUITMENT 
In the event that a college coach and/or recruiter makes personal contact with a student, the student has the 

obligation to notify his/her coach and the AD.  Failure to inform your coach and the AD of such contact could 

damage future collegiate eligibility.  More details on college recruitment information may be obtained online at 

www.ncaa.org. 

 

SHARING STUDENT ATHLETES WITH OTHER ACTIVITIES 
Black River students are encouraged to participate in a wide range of activities, but are warned about taking on 

too much for their own good.  Students who choose to become active in numerous activities must recognize that 

the potential for numerous conflicts.  Students are reminded that by joining a Black River team, they are making 

the commitment to the school and their classmates in regard to all practices and/or contests. 

 

http://www.ncaa.org/
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For the purpose of eliminating potential scheduling conflicts and resolving them in a positive and productive 

manner without the student being placed in the center of the dispute, the following guidelines are to be followed 

whenever a schedule conflict occurs: 

- All performance activities, competitions, trips, conventions, etc. must be placed on the 

District calendar as soon as they are scheduled to notify all of potential conflicts. 

- Any formal performance (game, contest, tournament, etc.) takes precedence over a practice 

activity. 

- Any activity that counts toward a classroom grade will have precedence. 

- Precedence will be given to the activity where the student is an active participant versus one 

where he/she is basically a spectator. 

- If a schedule conflict still exists, the coach(es), advisors and/or directors involved will 

resolve the conflict by utilizing an equal sharing of the student’s time.  This can be 

accomplished by sharing of time on a given day or alternating days of attendance at the given 

activities. 

- At no time will there be negative consequences for a student who finds him/herself in an 

activity conflict given that he/she has followed the directions provided by the advising 

authority. 

 

CUTTING PROCEDURES 
While the Athletic Department wishes to involve as many students as possible in athletics, there are times when 

students may be eliminated from a team for a number of reasons, including, but not limited to: 

a. Optimum number of students to conduct productive practices and ensure adequate substitutes, 

b. Academic eligibility of those students trying out, 

c. Talent, attitude and work ethic of those trying out, 

d. Number of individual students trying out, 

e. Specific sport-related skills and abilities. 

 

In a situation where it becomes necessary to eliminate students from participation on a team due to the above, 

the following are the minimum guidelines that coaches will follow when cutting: 

1. Prior to the 1st day of tryouts, the coaching staff will make known to all stakeholders (athletes, 

parents, coaches, etc.) that “cuts” will be taking place so everyone knows in advance. 

2. Tryouts must last at least 3 full practice sessions.  Students will be informed of the length of the 

tryout period in advance. 

3. “Cut-lists” will not be used.  Cut students are to be told in an individual meeting with the coach the 

reason(s) he/she was eliminated. 

4. Provided the previous guidelines are followed, the coach’s decision is final in regard to all cuts. 

 

DRESS CODE   

Code of Excellence #7 
Students participating in athletic workouts, summer leagues, practices, scrimmages, contests, etc., are expected 

to follow the basic principles of the District’s Student Dress Code at all times, including that students shall not 

dress or appear in a fashion deemed inappropriate. Students may not dress in a fashion that either interferes with 

the student’s health & welfare or that of other students, or causes disruption or directly interferes with the 

educational process of which athletics is a part.  Any form of dress or grooming that attracts undue attention or 

violates the previous statement is unacceptable. 

 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
Student use of electronic devices during athletic participation will be at the discretion of the individual Head 

Coach or OHSAA regulation.  However, all electronic devices with audio/video recording capabilities are 
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strictly prohibited from any restroom or locker facility.  The District assumes no liability for lost, stolen or 

damaged devices. 

 

EQUIPMENT and/or UNIFORMS 
Any athlete issued uniforms/equipment shall be held responsible for their care.  Failure to turn in assigned 

equipment will result in a charge for the items lost.  Payment shall be based on the cost of replacing the 

equipment.  An athlete who owed for the lost equipment will not receive his/her awards and will not be 

permitted to participate in another sport until all obligations are met.  Seniors who owe for athletic equipment 

will not be allowed to go through graduation ceremonies unless their obligations are met. 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 
The Black River Local School’s policy in regard to contests and practices conducted on days when school has 

been canceled is delineated below.  First and foremost, Black River is concerned about the safety of its students, 

employees and community members.  Factors that contribute to the cancellation of classes are varied and 

require evaluation of circumstances that may change significantly between 6:00am and 2:00pm. 

 

When school is closed due to factors other than inclement weather, such as maintenance breakdowns or other 

extraordinary events, all contests and practices may be conducted as usual, provided that consideration in made 

for participant safety.  When school is closed due to weather-related conditions like snow or ice, the following 

policy will be employed: 

- No practices or contests at the Middle School level (7th and 8th grade) will be held. 

- High School activities may be conducted provided no punitive measures are taken against 

students whose parent/guardian(s) prohibit him/her from attending. 

- No athletic activity of any kind will take place prior to 2:00pm. 

- A travel advisory of “Level 2” or worse will result in the automatic postponement and/or 

cancellation of practice or contests. 

- Head Coaches must obtain permission to conduct practice activities from the Athletic 

Director, Principal, and/or Superintendent based on projected travel conditions during the 

activity time. 

- Decisions in regard to contests will be made as late in the day as possible in consultation 

with the opponent school’s administration. 

 

 

MISSING PRACTICE   

Code of Excellence #4 
Athletes must attend all practices and games unless excused by the coach of the team.  They also must always 

consult his/her Head Coach directly before missing practice for any reason.  NEVER rely on a teammate to 

deliver this message for you!  Specific penalties for violations will be determined by the coach as a part of the 

team’s individual policies. 

 

MULTI-SPORT PARTICIPATION 
The Black River Athletic Department highly encourages students to participate in multiple sports during the 

same season.  Obviously this can only be done in certain situations and will be determined by the AD and Head 

Coaches involved.  In order for a student to participate in multiple sports in a season and complete the season in 

good standing, he/she must adhere to the following guidelines: 

1. The student, and his/her parent/guardian(s), will meet with the AD to identify his/her 

“primary sport” prior to the start of mandatory practices. 

2. The Head Coaches of each sport will meet to establish the practice contest schedules, as well 

as for the participation expectations placed upon the student, prior to the beginning of 

practices. 
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For scheduling purposes, 

a. The “primary sport” will take precedence in all matters of conflicting practice times and 

regular season contest dates. 

b. Any OHSAA-sponsored tournament shall take precedence over a regular season contest. 

c. The Head Coaches involved must rectify any schedule conflicts; at no time will the student 

be placed in the center of the decision-making process. 

3. The student and his/her parent/guardian(s) will attest to their agreement with the schedule 

and expectations of the written multi-sport participation plan devised by the Head Coaches 

involved before being permitted to participate in a second activity.  Failure to follow this 

written agreement will result in the revocation of the privilege of multi-sport participation. 

4. Any unresolved schedule conflicts or issues would be forwarded to the AD for a final 

decision. 

 

OUT OF SEASON CONDITIONING/LIFTING/OPEN GYM REGULATIONS 
All students are encouraged to participate in non-mandatory out of season conditioning/lifting/open gyms to 

improve their skills and abilities.  When an athlete is participating on a sports team that is currently in-season 

they have made a commitment to that team for the entire season.  Students that are on a team that is in-season 

are prohibited from participating in “off-season” team workouts, open gyms, shootouts, etc. of another school-

sponsored team.  This policy does not prohibit students from taking part in individual skill development (i.e. 

hitting, pitching, shooting, etc.) at open gym opportunities.  In the spirit of this policy, Head Coaches involved 

will meet to determine what, if any, activities the student in question can participate in, with the in-season coach 

having preference.  Coaches will make every attempt to schedule “off season” activities at times that will not 

interfere with in-season sports and/or athletes.  All student-athletes are encouraged to lift year round when 

capable but are highly encouraged to refrain from lifting on a game day when participating in an in-season 

sport. 

 

PREGNANCY POLICY 
A pregnant student may participate in an athletic program only if a physician certifies in writing that the student 

is physically able to participate in specific events or activities.  This statement shall serve as medical clearance 

and assumption of responsibility and liability for the pregnant student’s participation.  A pregnant student may 

not participate in any manner until such a physician’s statement is provided to the AD. 

 

PRACTICE TIMES 
Head Coaches will provide a copy of the team’s practice schedule to each player and the AD.  Please note that 

schedules may change on a daily occurrence and without prior notice.  Coaches will remind team members of 

the next day’s schedule at each practice session or following each contest.  No mandatory team practice may 

begin prior to 6:00am or conclude after 10:00pm without prior authorization from the AD. 

 

QUITTING and/or CHANGING SPORTS 
A student who quits or is removed from a team after five days from the official start of practice, will not be 

permitted to try out for another sport during the same season or prepare for another sport, until the sport the 

athlete quit or was removed from has concluded unless extenuating circumstances exist as determined by the 

AD and Head Coaches involved.  A student cut from one sport may join another sport during the same season.  

Coaches will make cuts in a timely matter.  All awards for a particular sport will be forfeited by an athlete who 

is dismissed from a team or quits a team in that sport. 

 

RECOGNITION NIGHT 
All teams are required to have a post-season awards recognition night.  Each Head Coach is responsible for 

coordinating with the AD to schedule the awards ceremony for their individual sport.  Individual athlete 

attendance is required in order to obtain any athletic award(s) earned during the season of participation (i.e. 
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varsity letter, numerals, sport pin, certificates, trophies, etc.).  Any student failing to attend their sports 

Recognition Night without prior written excuse by a parent/guardian that has been approved by the AD will 

forfeit the right to receive their award(s). 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA, ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION and INTERNET POLICY  

Code of Excellence #7 

While social networking can be an important aspect of one’s life, chat rooms, bulletin boards, blogs, texting, 

and items such as Facebook, Twitter, SnapChat and others can pose a serious danger to personal health, safety, 

and welfare.  Certain actions within these sites can also lead to serious issues at school and within athletic 

programs.  As participation in athletics is a privilege, students and parent/guardian(s) must accept personal 

responsibility for any images, postings, or information appearing on the Internet. 

 

When using electronic communication, visiting or appearing on any Internet sites, those involved in the 

Black River Athletic program are expected to maintain high standards of conduct and acceptable 

behavior.  These acceptable standards are based upon the policies and regulations described in the Black 

River Local Schools Student Handbook, this Athletic Participation Handbook and individual team rules, 

regulations and expectations. 

 

Any electronic posting or communication that disrupts either the educational or athletic environment, which 

advocates the violation of any school or team policy, or attacks students, teams, coaches, or officials is 

unacceptable.  These would include, but not limited to: the consumption of alcohol and/or the use of elicit 

drugs; inappropriate sexually-oriented material; activities involving bullying, hazing or intimidation; speaking 

ill of teammates or opponents, officials, or coaches.  Violation of this policy may result in disciplinary action up 

to and including removal from the athletic program. 

 

Coaches will be required to use the remind app as a means of communication with athletes & parents/guardians. 

Coaches are also assigned a district email address (First Initial last name @ blrv.org 

 

SUSPENSION POLICIES 
A student who is serving an out of school suspension is ineligible for any athletic participation (practice or 

contest) on the days of the suspension.  A student who has completed his/her suspension responsibilities, is 

eligible to participate in contests after he/she has completed one full regularly scheduled practice.  He/she may 

participate in the next regularly scheduled practice the day after he/she has completed the last day of his/her 

suspension. 

 

In the case if an in school suspension, it will be up to the Head Coach and his/her individual team rules to 

determine the consequences for the student serving the suspension. 

 

TRAVEL GUIDELINES 
When traveling to and from athletic events, students are to follow the guidelines ser forth by their coach, along 

with all regular school bus rules.  All athletes must ride the bus going to and coming from athletic contests.  The 

coach may give a student/athlete permission to ride with a parent from an athletic event under “special” 

circumstances.  The student’s parent must notify the coach in writing of the request to take their student with 

them in advance.  Athletes will only be released to the student’s parents and will not be released to any other 

party. 

 

VACATION POLICY 
Students are highly discouraged from partaking in vacations during the sports season.  Those wishing to take 

vacations during their season of participation may wish to reassess their commitment to the team.  In the event 

of an unavoidable vacation conflict, a student must notify their Head Coach well in advance of the vacation and 
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be prepared to assume the consequences of their actions.  Missing any portion of the season will have an 

adverse effect on their team status, including playing time and award status.  No student choosing to take a 

vacation during the season should expect to return to the team without having to earn his or her position back. 

 

DRUG TESTING POLICY 
Black River Students involved in extra-curricular activities need to be exemplary in the eyes of the school 

community. The Black River Board of Education Administrative Drug and Alcohol Testing Policy (“DAT 

Policy”) applies to grades seven (7) through twelve (12) and is designed to create a safe, drug-free and alcohol-

free environment by providing assistance to those Black River Students at risk.   
  
Drug and alcohol testing will be provided on certain dates during the school year utilizing a saliva test procedure 

– the most non-invasive method currently available. Such testing will be unannounced and given to those Black 

River Students under the Extra-Curricular Activity Testing Program, the Opt-In Testing Program, or on a 

Voluntary Testing Program.  
 

No Black River Student shall be suspended or expelled from school as a result of a refusal to test or a 

certified “positive” test under the DAT Policy.  
   
The results of drug and alcohol tests will not be documented in any Black River Student’s academic record.  
 

Upon request to participate in high school extra-curricular activities, including any middle school students that 

are participating in combined High School/Middle School Activities, or in order to obtain a parking permit, 

parents(s) and students will be required to provide written consent for testing prior to participation in the 

extracurricular activity, or parking at school.  The written consent will also require Student Participants to 

submit to random testing on a periodic basis throughout the school year.  

 

Student Athletes will be required to submit the forms by the first day of practice for mandatory random 

Drug Testing. Failure to submit the form will make a student athlete ineligible until the form is 

submitted.  This is an implementation of Board Policy IGDJA. Students must turn in an Informed 

Consent Form for Student Participants in Extra Curricular Activities. Please read the Drug and Alcohol 

Testing Policy adopted by the Black River Board of Education. (“DAT Policy”) 

 

This is non-punitive for academics, which means you can still attend school and maintain your academic 

standing. Student-athletes are still held accountable by The Code of Excellence and the policies found in 

the section of Chemical Health Policy: OTC drugs & supplements, illegal drugs, tobacco products, 

alcohol & vaping devices or oils. 

 

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

Athletic Department Code of Excellence #1-9 
 

The following rules, regulations, and guidelines will be in effect from the moment a student (athlete, manager, 

trainer, statisticians, etc.) begins active participation in any interscholastic program in the Black River Local 

Schools.  These regulations are in effect 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, from August 1st through July 31st, 

which includes the entire school year and summer.  These regulations are also in effect on or off of school 

properties, buses, practices, games, summer camps, team trips, and any other school related function.  

Offenses in this policy will be calculated for the student’s entire athletic career during grades 7-12. 

 

In the event that a student fails to comply with these standards and expectations, it will be interpreted by the 

Athletic Department as an indication that the student does not have sufficient desire to participate in the athletic 
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program.  Therefore, the student may be denied the privilege of participating until such time as he/she proves 

his/her desire to participate.  The precise period of the denial of participation will depend on the violation, 

attitude and disciplinary history of the student.  Repeated and/or flagrant violations may result in total denial of 

participation from the interscholastic athletic program.  For any student in violation of the athletic policy not 

during the season of his/her participation or at the end of a season, disciplinary procedures may carry into 

the next consecutive season of participation. 

 

It is important to remember that if a student is fortunate enough to become a member of a Black River 

sports team, this does not indicate a right to participate on a team.  It is a privilege to be an athlete and 

the privilege of participation is dependent upon a student successfully upholding the rules, regulations, 

expectations and guidelines contained within the Athletic Participation Handbook (APH) as well as those 

contained within the individual team rules, regulations, expectations and guidelines. 

 

DUE PROCESS PROCEDURES 
As a matter of constitutional, as opposed to statutory law, a student does not have a constitutionally protected 

liberty or property interest in extracurricular activities.  In Glenn v. Harper, 620 F.2d 302 (6th Cir. 1980), the 

District Court determined that athletes do not have a right to due process procedures (notice, hearing, etc.).  

However, every effort will be made by school administration to inform the student and parents/guardians of the 

violation and potential consequences.  When the alleged infraction becomes known, the student shall be 

informed of the possibility of the denial of participation and the reason(s) for such action by the Coach, Athletic 

Director, and /or Principal.  Administrators have the right to suspend the student from school and deny the 

privilege of athletic participation in accordance with the policies outlined in this handbook.  Conduct 

unbecoming of a Black River Local Schools athlete for violating the student code of conduct as determined by 

the student handbook may result in denial of some or all participation.   Parents/guardians of Black River 

students are then given the opportunity to appeal all decisions of athletic participation directly to the 

Superintendent of Schools, whose decision is final.  If the decision is made to appeal a denial of participation, 

the superintendent’s office must be notified in writing within twenty-four (24) hours. 

 

HAZING/BULLYING POLICY  

Code of Excellence #5 

No student shall plan, encourage, or engage in any HAZING/BULLYING activities. 

 

"Hazing" means doing any act or coercing another, including the victim, to do any act of initiation into any 

student or other organization or any act to continue or reinstate membership in or affiliation with any student or 

other organization that causes or creates a substantial risk of causing mental or physical harm to any person, 

including coercing another to consume alcohol or a drug of abuse, as defined in section 3719.011 of the Revised 

Code. 

“Bullying” means any of the following: 

(a) Any intentional written, verbal, electronic, or physical act that a student has exhibited toward another 

particular student more than once and the behavior both: 

(i) Causes mental or physical harm to the other student; 

(ii) Is sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating, threatening, or abusive 

educational environment for the other student. 

 

FIRST OFFENSE 

The student will be denied participation for one calendar year, may be suspended from school up to a period of 

ten (10) days, and possibly recommended for expulsion. 

 

If a student enrolls and actively participates in an intervention program through a professional program 

and completes the recommended program, the denial of participation will be reduced to 30% of the scheduled 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3719.011


 20 

contests (rainouts, cancellations, postponements, etc…, do not count towards the 30% criteria, only 

completed games) in that current sports season and the suspension/expulsion will be waived.  (All costs related 

to the athletes counseling will be the responsibility of the parent/guardians of the student athlete).  If less than 

30% of the scheduled contests remain in a season, a carryover will occur in the next sport in which the student 

participates.  During the period of 30% denial the student will be permitted to practice with the team as long as, 

he/she continues to attend a professional counseling program.  The student will not be permitted to be in 

uniform at any contests.  Proof of the completion of the recommended program must be documented and 

reported to the principal.  If the student fails to complete the recommended program the student will be subject 

to enforcement of the full amount of the 1st offense. 

 

SECOND OFFENSE 

The student will be denied participation for one calendar year, may be suspended from school up to a period of 

ten (10) days, and possibly recommended for expulsion. 

 

The student shall participate in a professional counseling program recommended by administration at the 

expense of the parent/guardian.  (Suspension/expulsion from school will be waived upon participation and 

completion of the professional counseling program.  Denial of participation will not be waived. 

 

THIRD OFFENSE 

If a student violates this policy three times in his/her athletic career, he/she will be denied participation for the 

remainder of his/her tenure at Black River Local Schools.  A referral will be made to a professional counseling 

program.  He or she shall receive a ten (10) day suspension with a recommendation for expulsion. 

 

MAJOR MISCONDUCT POLICY 
 
Any student-athlete will be subject to disciplinary action if he/she commits any of the following offenses: 

 Acts of unsportsmanlike conduct during the particular sports season in which the student-athlete is 

involved, such as fighting or verbal abuse of officials, other students, coaches, advisors, or spectators for 

which the student is ejected from the team, squad or activity by game or school officials. Duration of 

denial of participation will be determined in accordance with OHSAA policy for ejections. 

 Acts of Criminal conduct whether on or off school premises which results in a criminal complaint. 

Duration of denial for criminal violations will be determined in relation to the severity and seriousness 

of the alleged activity. Because each situation is different, the Athletic Director and/or other 

administrators reserve the right to adjust discipline accordingly. 

 

CHEMICAL HEALTH POLICY:  

 

OTC Drugs and Supplements, Illegal Drugs, Tobacco Products, Alcohol and Vaping Devices, 

or Oils  

Code of Excellence #1 & 2 

 

Consequences of Positive Test or a Test Refusal for student Participants in School 

Sponsored Extracurricular(s) and for Student Drivers: 

1. First Positive Test or Test Refusal  

  

If the sample is positive or a Student Participant refuses test participation or adulterates/tampers with the 

test, the building principal will schedule a meeting with the Student Participant and his/her parent(s) or 
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legal guardian(s).  This is considered a first violation. The Student Participant then has two options as 

follows:  

  

a. Participate in a District-approved substance assistance program and be included in the 

next three (3) drug and alcohol tests administered by the District (under volunteer testing at 

the parents/legal guardians expense) and thereby maintain the right to continue to participate 

in extra-curricular activities, provided the Student Participant remains otherwise eligible.   

  

OR  

  

b.  Become ineligible for the participation in all extra-curricular activities, including driving 

privileges, for one year (365 calendar days) from the date of the first violation, unless an 

extenuating circumstance exists as determined by the Superintendent.  

 

2. Second Positive Test or Test Refusal   

  

If the Student Participant has a second positive test or refuses test participation or adulterates/tampers with 

a test for a second time, the Student Participant then has two options as follows: 

  

a. Participate in a District-approved substance assistance program and will be included in 

the next five (5) drug and alcohol tests administered by the District (under volunteer testing at 

the parents/legal guardians expense). The Student Participant will not be able to participate in 

the extra-curricular activity for the greater of 2 months or 30% of the time period remaining in 

the extra-curricular activity for that school year (“participation period”).  Provided the Student 

Participant remains eligible to remain in the extra-curricular activity, then he or she:  

 

a. Will attend all practice sessions of the team, organization, group, or club;   

b. Will not attend any events or competitions of the organization, team, group, or  

club;   

c. Will not be allowed to travel with the team, organization, group, or club.    

d. Student drivers will be denied parking privileges on District grounds for two (2) 

months, which will extend into the next school year if there are less than two (2) months 

remaining in the school year.   

  

OR  

  

b. Become ineligible for the participation in all extra-curricular activities for one year (365 

calendar days) from the date of the second violation and/or driving privileges will be denied 

for one year, unless an extenuating circumstance exists as determined by the Superintendent.   

 

3. Third Positive Test or Test Refusal 

  

If the Student Participant has a third positive test or refuses test participation or adulterates/tampers with 

a test for a third time, the Student Participant then has two options as follows:  

  

a. Participate in a District-approved substance assistance program and will be included in the 

next seven (7) drug and alcohol tests administered by the District (under volunteer testing at 
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the parents/legal guardians expense). The Student Participant will not be able to participate in 

the extra-curricular activity for the greater of five (5) months or 60% of the time period 

remaining in the extra-curricular activity for that school year (“participation period”). Provided 

the Student Participant remains eligible to remain in the extra-curricular activity, then he or 

she:  

 

a. Will attend all practice sessions of the team, organization, group, or club;  

b. Will not attend any events or competitions of the organization, team, group, or 

club;  

c. Will not be allowed to travel with the team, organization, group, or club;  

d. Student drivers will be denied parking privileges on District grounds for five (5) 

months, which will extend into the next school year if there are less than five (5) 

months remaining in the school year.  

  

OR    

  

b. Become ineligible for the participation in all extra-curricular activities for one year (365 

calendar days) from the date of the third violation and/or driving privileges will be denied for 

one year, unless an extenuating circumstance exists as determined by the Superintendent.   

  

       4.  Fourth Positive Test or Refusal  

 

If the Student Participant has a fourth positive test or refuses test participation or adulterates/tampers with 

a test for a fourth time, the Student Participant then has two options as follows:  

  

a. The Student Participant will be denied extra-curricular participation and/or driving privileges 

for their remaining time at Black River from the date of the fourth violation. However, the 

denial of participation in extra-curricular activities and/or driving privileges may be reduced 

to a minimum of a six (6) month denial of participation period provided the Student 

Participant:  

 

a. Receives a full & complete dependency assessment by a certified professional 

counselor;  

b. Follows and completes all recommendations of the certified professional counselor;  

c. Provides proof of successful completion of such program to the District;  

d. Acknowledges that the assessments and implementation of the certified counselor’s 

recommendations will be at the expense of the parent/guardian.   

e. Acknowledges that no reduction will be granted until after completion of both the 

assessment and the certified counselor’s recommendations.  

  

Upon completion of a full & complete dependency assessment, the District may reduce the 

participation denial to a minimum six (6) month period. Provided the Student Participant remains 

eligible to remain in the extra-curricular activity, then he or she:   

 

a. Will attend all practice sessions of the team, organization, group, or club;  

b. Will not attend any events or competitions of the organization, team, group, or club;  
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c. Will not be allowed to travel with the team, organization, group, or club;  

d. Student drivers will be denied parking privileges on District grounds for six (6) months, 

which will be extended into the next school year if there are less than six (6) months 

remaining in the school year.  

  

OR  

  

b. Become ineligible for participation in all extra-curricular activities and/or driving privileges 

for the remainder of the student’s school career at Black River from the date of the fourth 

violation, unless an extenuating circumstance exists as determined by the Superintendent.  

 

Notes: 

1. Any Student Participant excluded for the remainder of any sport’s/band season forfeits 

his/her right to any athletic/band award and awards’ program. 

2. The High School Principal will conduct an investigation and an informal hearing for the 

Student Participant prior to any disciplinary actions if the circumstances warrant such. 

Black River Local Schools Athletic Council 
 

The Black River Local Schools Athletic Council integrates all interscholastic athletics within the educational 

program of the District.  To accomplish this task, the Athletic Council recommends athletic policy and exists as 

an open forum for the discussion of any athletic concerns from coaches, students and/or parents/guardians.  The 

purpose of the Athletic Council is to provide a way in which the Black River Local School Athletic Department 

can improve by: 

1. Discussing problems or areas of concern within the athletic program. 

2. Attempting to resolve issues by cooperation before they escalate. 

3. Making recommendations to the Black River Board of Education as they pertain to 

the Athletic Program (changes in the Athletic Handbook). 

4. Promoting positive communication between the administration, the AD, coaching 

staff, parents and community. 

 

The Black River Athletic Council shall consist of the following individuals: 

1. High School Principal 

2. Middle School Principal 

3. Athletic Director 

4. Head Coach for each varsity sport 

 

The AD shall be the secretary for the Athletic Council.  The AD will send out an agenda and meeting time & 

date.  The AD will be responsible for running each meeting.  In the event the AD is not present, the principal 

shall run the meeting. 
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TICKETING AND FEES 
 

**Athletic Event Passes and LC8 Gate Prices** 

High School events: $7.00 per person Gate Price 

Middle School events: $5.00 per person Gate Price 

Senior Citizens 62 years & up: Free at all LC8 events with pass 

 

Passes-Punch passes will be used this year 

HS Adult pass-$50.00 = (10) events at High School  

HS Student pass-$20.00 = (10) events at High School 

MS Adult pass-$30.00 = (10) events at Middle School 

MS Student pass-$15.00 = (10) events at Middle School 

These passes can be purchased at the middle school office or high school offices. Senior Citizens can pick 

up passes at the high school office. 
 

These passes are good for home athletic events in the fall, winter, and spring as long as you have punches. If 

you use all (10) punches then you can purchase another pass.  

 

Pay to Participate Fees  

Code of Excellence #6 

 

High School (Grades 9-12) - $75 per season 

Fees to be paid before first regular season contest 

 

Middle School (Grades 7-8) - $50 per season 

Fees to be paid before first regular season contest 

 

Cheerleading (Fall) - $25 only 

Cheerleading (Winter) - $25 only 

Fees to be paid before first regular season contest 
 

Athletes may be denied competition or removed from sport if no attempt to pay fee or implement a 

payment plan prior to the first regular season contest. 

If full payment can’t be made you can call the board office and sent up a payment plan with the 

Treasurer. 

All fees including athletics, school and meal fees must be paid or a payment plan in place. 

 

If a student-athlete participates in more than one sport in the same season he/she only has to pay the fee once. 

 

See the Pay to Participate fee sheet that is included in the pre-season packet of paperwork for further details and 

info. 

 

All Pay to Participate fees must be paid directly to the High School Office or the Middle School Office. 

Money is not to be turned into coaches. 
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 Sportsmanship…. 

 

 Make it a tradition… 

 

  Practice it for Life! 

 

WE ARE!!!! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


