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District  News
with Mr. Drews
AHPS Students and Patrons, 

We are very near to the end of our first semester for the 25-26 school year, which means
there are a lot of things on the table for 26-27 school year planning.  The first draft of the
calendar is coming together, and we have a tentative schedule for secondary students to
put their course requests in the system soon after returning from the holiday break.  But
perhaps the most important part of our planning process for the following school year
will be the budgeting process.  I have created a number of possible budgets for next year,
one of which will become the most feasible after our special election on January 13,
2026.  

The AHPS Board of Education has scheduled an election to request permission from our
patrons to stretch property tax authority by $750,000 for the upcoming year.  This will 
help us dig out of the hole we were pushed into by the Unicameral back in 2023.  We’ve
exhausted most of our savings, and need to rebuild that part of the fiscal picture to be
able to just  to pay our regular bills without being forced to borrow money.  Approval of
this request will mean we can be on solid financial footing within 3-4 years, and should be
able to keep offering a quality education for our students.  If the measure fails, we will
still be able to work our way out of the predicament, but it will take quite a few more
years, and restrictions on our spending will probably mean some cuts to programming or
services in the meantime.  Those actions might curtail options we have to serve our kids,
and would most likely make some patrons unhappy.  

The Board has pledged to get us back to a healthy financial status, while keeping any
required cuts as far away from the classroom as possible.  They don’t want to consider
any reductions in staff for the certified or classified personnel, and have shown that the
last few years with smaller reductions in other areas.  With 60% or more voter approval,
we can stay away from those reductions and keep our programs and facilities in the great
shape they are today. If you are a registered voter in our district, watch for your ballot
after December 22, as the county has determined this to be a mail-in special election.  We
need everyone to participate in this process to let the board know what direction the
public prefers.



District  News
with Mr. Drews

(cont’d)
On a completely separate note, the holiday season is upon us, so I encourage everyone to
pause and realize how many reasons we have to be thankful. Appreciate the many
opportunities there are to share our time, talents and gifts with one another. We all go
through struggles, but we all have blessings in our lives as well. Enjoy your Thanksgiving
break, and then enjoy the remaining holiday season by giving smiles to one another and
making sure people know that you care about them. On behalf of the faculty and staff at
Arapahoe-Holbrook Public Schools, I’d like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year! We look forward to starting another calendar year on a positive note
with all the great educators and students we have at Arapahoe-Holbrook Public Schools!

Robert Drews
Superintendent
Arapahoe-Holbrook Public Schools



Hello Warrior Nation,
     As December approaches, Mrs. Klein is busy preparing for the Book Fair again. The
fair will run from Dec. 1  – Dec. 5 . This is a perfect time for families to come in and look
over all the great books at the book fair. Reading is the building block upon which all other
knowledge is built.  It’s important for studnets to have a strong foundation in reading skills.
One way to accomplish that goal is to instill a love of reading at an early age. Mrs. Klein
has set a goal of selling 250 books.  If students meet this goal, then each class will be able
to select their own fun dress up day.  Mrs. Klein will also cruising the halls and stopping
into classrooms with her Woot Woot Wagon to give students prizes!
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     Speaking of December, Mrs. Leising has been working hard to prepare our students for
the annual Christmas program. This year the program will be Thursday, December 11  at
7:00pm.

th

     Christmas Break will be here before we know it! There will be a 1:30pm dismissal on
Tuesday, December 23  which also marks the end of Quarter 2 / Semester 1. School will
resume on Wednesday, January 7, 2026. Wishing everyone the best this holiday season!

rd

  
                                                                 Go Warriors!

                                                                 Mr. Ellis

                                                                 Elementary Principal

Elementary News
Principal's Message



  Pincipa’ Perspectiv wit M. Pere 
Thanksgiving is right around the corner and things at APS are ramping up
for the Winter Sports and Activities.  We have had a pretty successful first
semester and have many new programs and activities that are being
implemented.

Mrs. Hoefs has gotten our junior high students involved in the Junior HIgh
Math Counts Competition.  They have started to practice and are getting
ready for their first competition.  We wish them the best of luck.

The District MTSS (Muli-Tiered Systems of Support) team is developing a
District-wide program for our students.   They have made progress and
hope to roll it out during the second semester.  It will be a great addition to
the other APS programs.  The areas of focus will be Respect, Responsibility
and Integrity.

We will also be implementing our Warrior Tribe Families during the second
semester.  The Tribes will be made of students in grades Kindergarten
through 12th grade that are randomly selected and will be matched to two
certified and on classified staff members.   The focus of this program will
be to provide a cohesive school made up of many families.

Finally, the High School Quiz Bowl team will host a Trivia Night on
December 6th at 7:00 pm.  The cost of participating will be $40 per team. 
Each team will consist of 4 members.   If you cannot get enough people to
develop a team, come anyway and you will be placed with a team.   Food
and drinks will be provided,  COme join the fun!

Don’t forget to attend our 7th-12th grade Crstimas concert on December 22
at 7:00 pm!



Counselor’s Corner
with Mrs. LeAndra Monie

Greetings Warrior Nation,

It seems that when we arrive at this point in time, I find myself
wondering, “How did the first semester slip by so quickly? As
always, life can be pretty busy in the counselor’s office. In
October, the Student Council put together a wonderful week of
mental awareness activities which I had the opportunity to be
part of. The final week in October is always Red Ribbon Week
which focuses on drug awareness and dangers. The members of
the junior class were given the ASVAB test on October 29 and the
sophomores took the Pre-ACT test on November 6th. 

A representative from the Education Quest office in Kearney was
here during the afternoon of November 5th and worked with
several parents in completing their FAFSA form.

Juniors and Seniors who are interested in taking early college
classes through Central Community College next semester can
and should be enrolling now in order to get spots for classes
they want before they are full. They can stop in to my office and I
will help them get that done. Information regarding local
scholarships will be made available after the first of the year.



Counselor’s Corner
with Mrs. LeAndra Monie (cont’d)

As I probably mentioned earlier, I am teaching a quarter-long
junior high career exploration class. I was able to secure grant
money from Education Quest in order to take our junior high
students to a college visit at UNK on December 3rd. Students
will get to see the different departments, the student union,
library, and even eat at the student cafeteria. This trip will
involve students from the Quarter 1 and 2 career classes.
Another trip will be scheduled for students in Quarter 3 and 4 in
the Spring.

The Elementary Leadership team has been busy this fall this fall
facilitating a Halloween kindness challenge called We’ve Been
Booed and they participated in the Veteran’s Day Program. I’m
sure you will find them facilitating some type of Christmas
activity in December as well.

In the business of winter sports, semester finals, and Christmas
parties, I would like to wish everyone a blessed Christmas
season.
         
Mrs Monie





Tech Tip - How To:
View Activity Calendar

1.Use the following link: 
https://www.rpac-ne.org/public/genie/751/school/2/

Subscribe/Sync Activity Calendar to
iCal & Google Calendar

iCal - Apple (Mac/iPhone)
1.Open the Calendar App on your Apple device
2.Add a new calendar subscription:

a.(Mac) File->New Calendar Subscription
b.(iPhone) Calendars → Add Calendar → New

Calendar From Subscription
3.Past the following link (including webcal://):

webcal://srv2-
advancedview.rschooltoday.com/public/conferen
ce/ical/u/3e338ee18220e2ad82bbd0aa1df40552

4.Click Subscribe
5.It will load/sync the activity calendar and will then let

you change some settings (name, color, refresh rate)
6.*Mine defaulted to refresh every week, I'd switch this

to daily.

https://www.rpac-ne.org/public/genie/751/school/2/


Tech Tip - How To:
Subscribe/Sync Activity Calendar to
iCal & Google Calendar

Google Calendar (Android)
1.Open Google Calendar on a Desktop Browser on your

Computer and sign into your main Google Account
a.https://calendar.google.com/

2.On the left-hand side menu scroll all the way to the
bottom to ‘Other Calendars’ and click the ‘+’ sign and
choose ‘From URL’ and paste the full link below:

webcal://srv2-
advancedview.rschooltoday.com/public/conferen
ce/ical/u/3e338ee18220e2ad82bbd0aa1df40552

3.Click ‘Add calendar’
4.You can then edit the Name and Color of the calendar
5.Then, you can click the menu button on your calendar

app on your phone, then click on your email you used
to import the calendar and make sure the School
calendar is checked. If you still don't see them you
may have to click 'Sync Now' to resync after making
the changes.

https://calendar.google.com/


Tech Tip - How To:
View/Print Specific Season
Schedules (Web)

1.Go to the Activity Calendar Site
https://www.rpac-
ne.org/public/genie/751/school/2/ 

2.Click ‘View Schedules’ on the right-hand side
3.Check your desired sport/activity or choose as many

as you wish
4.Click ‘View’
5.Click the ‘Print’ icon and print the generated schedule

*You can also watch/follow this tutorial
video as well that goes through all the
steps above:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g4CT7j
QVQ-JCrpEAEAAa95GnI_Sm-
MB8/view?usp=sharing

https://www.rpac-ne.org/public/genie/751/school/2/
https://www.rpac-ne.org/public/genie/751/school/2/
https://www.rpac-ne.org/public/genie/751/school/2/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g4CT7jQVQ-JCrpEAEAAa95GnI_Sm-MB8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g4CT7jQVQ-JCrpEAEAAa95GnI_Sm-MB8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g4CT7jQVQ-JCrpEAEAAa95GnI_Sm-MB8/view?usp=sharing


 Ms. Bergquist’s English Classes have been learning to organize and write a five paragraph
paper. We started the year with one simple paragraph organized around a topic sentence,
details which support the topic sentence, and a summary sentence. We are now learning to
combine our topic into a more detailed and structured five paragraph format. For our topics,
we are using the John Wooden Pyramid of Success. 

 Wooden, author of the book, They Call Me Coach used his famous Pyramid of success in
developing the character of his players throughout his long and successful basketball coaching
career at UCLA. Each week we use one character trait from the pyramid to explore how specific
positive traits impact our daily decisions - and ultimately our lifelong success. 

 For example, on Monday,we introduce the character trait and discuss what that trait means as
well as how it looks in our life. One recent block is Self-Control. Wooden’s definition
emphasizes: (1) Self Control is control over our emotions, (2) our emotional control is always on
display, and (3) good judgement and common sense are essential to achieving self control. We
discuss examples of how self control might look and how lack of self control might look in our
everyday lives. This becomes the thesis paragraph of our paper. 

 On Tuesdays, we write a paragraph about a time when we did not exercise self control and the
outcomes of this choice. Wednesdays bring a paragraph about a time when we did choose to
exhibit self control and how this experience turned out for the better. Thursday’s paragraph is
about what we have observed about self control by watching the choices and experiences of
those around us. The final paragraph is a summary of why self control is important and what it
says about us as individuals or as a society. 

 I urge you to read some of these very enlightening, thought provoking, and interesting pieces
of work. Your students are so very observant. 

 Writing is vital to critical thinking. We gain a deeper understanding of ourselves and the world
around us by reading, writing, and discussing. Being able to think and then express those
thoughts simply and clearly is vital to communication. Communication is vital to human
relationships. Human relationships are vital to harmonious living. 

 George Orwell once said, “ If people cannot write well, they cannot think well, and if they
cannot think well, others will do their thinking for them.”  
 

Mrs. Bergquist
Beginning Speech







Mr. Kronhofman
AD News

We are finished with the fall sports season.
The Volleyball team had their 1st winning
season since 2013. Unified Bowling still has a
few competitions left. Play Production
finished 3rd in the RPAC East. Winter sports
(Basketball, Bowling, & Wrestling) and
activities (Speech) will start practices on
November 17. 



Christmas concerts are just around the corner. The music room is filled
with Christmas music and we are excited to do our part to help make

your Christmas season feel a little brighter. You will have two
opportunities to hear some Christmas music from the Arapahoe school

students!

Thursday, December 11 - K-6 Christmas program
(More information will follow as the date approaches)

Monday, December 22 - 7-12 Christmas Concert

Mrs. Leising
Vocal Music

From the Podium





The 5th and 6th grade classes are continually working to broaden their
knowledge base of the scientific world. This starts with formulating a hypothesis,
then testing and experimenting with different challenges. The class is asked to
provide evidence and reasoning to those answers and they are becoming better
scientists each and every day. The fifth grade has spent much of the first part of
the year exploring the life sciences such as food webs, matter cycles, and
ecosystems. 

We’ve been down to the outdoor classroom looking for evidence of life. Many
students conquered their fear of handling red worms or “red wigglers” as they
are known. These organisms are some of the best decomposers in the known
world. Students were able to test what environment they like best and even take
some home for their flower gardens or pumpkin patch. 

The sixth grade has been observing and learning about living things as well, but
these organisms can’t be seen with the naked eye. Cells are the smallest living
thing said to be alive. Students have been viewing unicellular protists, bacterial
cells, and even some non-living things such as sand. They will continue to study
how these cells make more complex tissues, organs, and organ systems as we
move forward.

Mr. Mues
5/6 Science











Stay in the know!

Visit arapahoewarriors.org 
to learn more about 

our school.

Sign up at 

to get alerts via text or 
email for any school 
changes or updates!

schoolbeacon.com

School Hours:
8am - 3:40pm M-Th

8am - 2:30pm Fridays

Breakfast is served 
daily from 

7:30am - 7:50am

Will your student be
 absent but don’t

 have time to call? 
Please email us:

attendance@arapahoewarriors.org

http://www.arapahoewarriors.org/
http://www.arapahoewarriors.org/
http://schoolbeacon.com/


Step-by-Step Guide for Parents
Getting started with e~Funds for Schools Mobile Website

*Call the office if you need your family ID#

*Lunch Accounts Only


