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This is a slightly different track, yet still headed in the same direction, as
I wrote about the use of technology in schools last month. We are
approaching another election date, and the political rhetoric has
become even more harsh in our world, so this concern has risen to the
top again. I originally penned these words more than 10 years ago, and
recycled it for an edition of the AHPS newsletter back in 2024, but
thought it was appropriate for publishing again.  

“Part of our charge as a school is to show our students the proper way to
use the tools they’ll have available in the future. With the ubiquitous
habits of digital communication by our kids, it’s our duty to help them
understand both the positive and negative applications of technology
that are already in their hands. However, if we really examine the issues
they face, it’s not about technology, but about the lack of civil discourse
and respect that we face in our society today. In other words, we don’t
seem to know how to treat other human beings anymore.

Why should we expect our students to communicate differently when
our culture no longer values compassion and respect for all points of
view? The message provided to our youth is that the world runs only on
oppositional perspectives. Is the norm in our society to viciously attack
anyone who disagrees with you or who may seem to be different? Miami
Herald writer Leonard Pitts penned a column about how we seem to
have lost the idea of being civil. He wrote that we have seen “cruelty…
become acceptable . . . even commonplace” in all aspects of our society.
Pitts argued that we cannot solely blame the anonymity of the Internet,
because there are many instances of individuals showing “sadistic and
personal meanness” to others, then signing their name to it – especially
in the world of politics.
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Albert Einstein was quoted as saying “It has become appallingly
obvious that our technology has exceeded our humanity” but if we
blame the tools we’re just blaming symptoms. Facebook, YouTube,
Snapchat, Instagram, X(Twitter) and other social media might make it
easy to throw your opinions and ideas out there, but what goes out on
the web is really just a reflection of who we are. The idea of being
“civil” to one another is disappearing from our radar . . . but what we
as a society need to do is reinstate those behaviors in all aspects of
our culture. Our challenge is to find opportunities to model tolerance
and civil behavior, even when in serious disagreement with someone.
Perhaps if our kids see more of that behavior from adults, it will
become their nature to treat people with respect in everything they
do.”

Robert Drews
Superintendent
Arapahoe-Holbrook Public School
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October has slipped by quickly, and here we are in November already.
With Thanksgiving just around the corner, our thoughts are often led to
the things for which we are most thankful. Aside from the typically
mentioned themes of family, friends, freedom, Nebraska Volleyball,
and Amazon, I have created a list of events for which I am thankful:

1. A fun and successful youth leadership conference in Kearney on
October 11 with new members of our Elementary Leadership Team.

2. The great ideas and enthusiasm the Elementary Leadership students
possess. They put together Boo Bags as a Halloween Kindness
Challenge, and they will have a part in the Veterans Day Program.

3. I’m thankful that the juniors made it through the ASVAB test and that
the Sophomores will be taking the Pre-ACT test November 3.

4. I’m thankful for Stacey Seim from Education Quest coming
November 2 to help some parents complete their FAFSA.

5. I’m thankful that juniors and seniors will be registering soon for their
spring college classes if they are choosing to take some.

6. I’m thankful for another year of Red Ribbon Week

7. I’m thankful for opportunities to take juniors and seniors to college
and career fairs

8. Mostly, though, I am thankful for the wonderful staff and students
who make me thankful to come to work every day.

I hope there is a list of events for which you are thankful too. Wishing
you all a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving!

Mrs Monie
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The fifth and sixth grade classes are continually working to broaden
their knowledge base of the scientific world. This starts with
formulating a hypothesis, then testing and experimenting with
different challenges. The class is asked to provide evidence and
reasoning for those answers, and they are becoming better scientists
each and every day. The fifth grade has spent much of the first part of
the year exploring the life sciences such as food webs, matter cycles,
and ecosystems. 

We’ve grown our own bean, radish, and sunflower plants in the
classroom and did different tests to see if lack of sunlight, water, or
nutrients had any effect on their growth. Many students conquered
their fear of handling red worms or “red wigglers,” as they are known.
These organisms are some of the best decomposers in the known
world. Students were able to test what kind of environment these
worms like best. Many found that they prefer dark, damp places.
Currently, we have been tracking the shadow of the flagpole as it
moves across the school grounds throughout the day. This shadow
phenomenon, caused by the Earth's rotation, will also get longer as the
months pass because of the position of Earth's orbit. 

The sixth grade has been observing and learning about living things as
well, but these organisms can’t be seen with the naked eye. Cells are
the smallest living things said to be alive. Students have been viewing
unicellular protists (paramecium, euglena, amoeba), bacterial cells,
and even some non-living things such as sand and salt. They made
cheek cell slides using their own epithelial cells. By staining them with
a solution called safranin, they were able to see clumps of cells that
line the inside of their mouth as well as their respiratory tract and
digestive organs. They will continue to study how cells make more
complex tissues, organs, and organ systems as we move forward into
the winter months.





Stay in the know!

Visit arapahoewarriors.org 
to learn more about 

our school.
School Hours:

8am - 3:40pm M-Th
8am - 2:30pm Fridays

Breakfast is served 
daily from 

7:30am - 7:50am

Will your student be
 absent but don’t

 have time to call? 
Please email us:

attendance@arapahoewarriors.org

http://www.arapahoewarriors.org/
http://www.arapahoewarriors.org/


Step-by-Step Guide for Parents
Getting started with e~Funds for Schools Mobile Website

*Call the office if you need your family ID#

*Lunch Accounts Only


	Arapahoe-Holbrook Public Schools
	Home of the Warriors

	NOVEMBER 2026
	NEWSLETTER
	District News
	Classroom News
	Activity News
	www.arapahoewarriors.org

	District News
	Mr. Drews
	District News
	Mr. Drews
	(cont’d)
	Principal’s Perspective
	Mr. McCoy (cont’d)
	Counselor’s Corner
	Mrs. Monie
	October has slipped by quickly, and here we are in November already. With Thanksgiving just around the corner, our thoughts are often led to the things for which we are most thankful. Aside from the typically mentioned themes of family, friends, freedom, Nebraska Volleyball, and Amazon, I have created a list of events for which I am thankful:
	Mrs Monie

	Wisdom From Winnie
	5th/6th Grade Science
	Brandon Mues
	The fifth and sixth grade classes are continually working to broaden their knowledge base of the scientific world. This starts with formulating a hypothesis, then testing and experimenting with different challenges. The class is asked to provide evidence and reasoning for those answers, and they are becoming better scientists each and every day. The fifth grade has spent much of the first part of the year exploring the life sciences such as food webs, matter cycles, and ecosystems.


	Stay in the know!
	download
	OUR APP TODAY!
	Visit arapahoewarriors.org
	to learn more about
	our school.
	School Hours:
	8am - 3:40pm M-Th
	8am - 2:30pm Fridays
	Breakfast is served
	daily from
	7:30am - 7:50am
	Will your student be
	absent but don’t
	have time to call?



	Step-by-Step Guide for Parents
	Getting started with e~Funds for Schools Mobile Website
	*Lunch Accounts Only
	*Call the office if you need your family ID#

